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in and day out.

If you miss your copy of the Daily
Star today, please don't hesitate to
‘call the Circulation Manager imme-
diately on Tel: 246023-4 (PABX),

The Daily Star is at your service day
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nside today

International

Rushdie’s conver-
sion cosmetic

Conversion to Islam
of Salman Rushdie is
‘becoming as contro-
versial as his book,
the 'Satanic
Verses.

Page 5
Metropolitan

"l cannot resist
the life on the river.
The life fascinates
me,” says a simple
boatman of
Sadarghat.
Page 3

Feature

Education

A Nobel laureate
speaks the more we

know, the more we
know about what

we don't know.
Page 6
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National

Sugar mills
face closure

Faulty policy by the
past autocratic regime
has ruined the sugar
industry and 16 mills
are facing closure.
Page 9

Article

Political Parties,
A Few Too Many—
The Third View by

Mahfuz Anam.
Page 4

NEWS BRIEFS

Mass funeral
at Karbala

NEW DELII, Fcb B : An In-
dian peacc activist who just
returned from DBaghdad re-

rted sccing a mass funcral

r lraqi children, killed in an
Allicd air attack and bomb
damage in the holy Islamic
town of Karbala, reports AFP.

Iraqi consulate
in Karachi closed
KARACI|I, Fcb B: Iraq
closed its consulale today be-
causec of "financial”™ constmints,
a consulate offlicial said. "We
have taken the decisfon due to
somc administrative and linan-
cial problems™ the Iraqi Vice-
Consul, Abdul Ghani Abdul
Rchman, told a press confer-

ence, reports AF‘P
Soviet General
killed

MOSCOW, Fcb 8B: A Sovicl
Afr Foree General was killed
when the planc he was piloting
crashed Wednesday, in the
woods near the far caslern cily
of Khabarovsk, the army news-
paper Krasnaya Zvessa said.
‘reports AFP.

Mandela’s
warning

JOIIANNESBURG, Fc¢b 8:
Black lcader Nelson Mandcla
loday warned that there would
be “turmoil® in South Alrica il
the Europcan Community kf-
led sanclions against Pre-toria.
*The situation in the country
will be so unstable that no wisc
businessman would want to
invest in Soulh Alrica,” he
~ald, reports AFP.

MAGH 26, 1397 BS,
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Let us devote our efforts to
ensure free and fair polls on |
February 27. Cast your vote
judiciously and allow others
to exercise their rights.

ﬁ
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Iraq mobilising tanks and artillery units to stop offensive

Allies prepare

to Ivade

Kuwait

NICOSIA, Fcb 8: Gull Allied

forces Friday approached their

most fatcful decision since go-
ing to war against Iranq 23 days
ago—when o invade occupicd
Kuwail, rcports agcncics.

. The timing rests mainly
with the Uniled States which
sought Lo play down sugges-
uons that the long-awaited of-
fensive could begin in a few

The US Military Comman-
der in Saudi Arabia told Ameri-
can iclevision viewcers that it
was (oo soon lo say il a ground
war would bc nceessary.

[But both French President
Francois Millcrrand in Paris
and DBritain's Gull Forces
Commandcr carlier said on
Thursday that a ground olfcn-
sive against Ilraqi roops was
incviltable.

Amcrican’s top military ofli-
cer told Congress the war was
far lrom finished. Iraq was un-
likely to give up overnight,
General Colin Powcell, Chair-
man of the Joint Chicfs of Stall,
said.

lic and Delence Scerclary
Dick Cheney flew oul to the
Gu [, apparently to chart for
resident George Bush a possi-
ble timetable for the assault
afler relentless air atlacks on

bath Iraq and largels in occu-

picd Kuwail.

Thecy were due o arrive in
Siudi Arabia on Friday night for
mectling with US Commandcr

* Saudi authorities hold
1350 Iraqi prisoners.
* Basra again bombed.

Iraqi gunboat
destroyed.

Iraqi positions in
Kuwal;fe pounded.

Iraq downs one Allied

plane.

Iraq forms "execution

battalions' to prevent

desertions.

% Chency, Powell fly to
Saudi Arabia.

* Allied invasion
imminent:
Mitterrand.

*x US may target
Saddam.

* UK, France planning
post-war strategy.

> * *»

»

General Norman Schwarzkopl
and top Saudi officials belore
returning to Washinglon on
Sunday.

Schwarzkopl, asked by a

tcleviston iInterviewer il air

power could win the war and

make a ground offensive in |
ry, replied, *1 |
don’t know. | think it's still oo |
carly Lo ll. | think You've got |

Kuwail unneccssa

to wail and sec.”

Cheney and Powell report to
Bush on Monday on their
fourth visit sinec lraql troops
blitzed southward into Kuwait
on August 2.

Before leaving Washington,

-they oo seemed cager to dis-

counl spcculation of an immi-

nent ground war aller wecks of

virtually unopposed Allied air
raids on Baghdad's forces.

In Paris, Miticrrand told a
ncws conference the Allics
would launch a ground attack
against Iraq this month but
ruled out using chemical or
nuclcar arms.

A land battle was
*incvitable®, Mitltlerrand said.

British Licutenant-Gencral
Sir PPcler de La Billicre old a
ncws confercnee a ground war
was incvilable because of the
mentality of Iraqi President
Saddam Husscin. :

liaghdad Radio said Iraq was
cager to start such a confllict
and cstimated that tens of
thousands of American sol-
diers would dic. “lraq is wait-

Sn; Page 10 Col 4
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- Conflicting stands delay

Ershad's transfer to jail

Renovation of a portion of
Dhaka Central Jail at a cost of
Taka 50 lakh is ncaring com-
pletion. The work was undeg
taken thrce months ago bu
could not procced due to
prison unrest sincc December
29.

The ousted president
Ershad could not be moved to
Dhaka Ccntral Jafl from his
present detention at a Gulshan
villa fellowing the perSisting
jail riots.

The jail riots spread quickly
lo other prisons al Jessore,
Mymensingh, Chillagong and

By Khalilur Rahman

Feni.

Former president Ershad,
his wilc Roushan and thelr
only son Shaad are detained in
the Gulshan villa sincc
December 12 alter the fall of
his government on December
6 in Lhe wake of mass upsurge.
Sccurilty measurcs in the villa
have been [urther tightened in
the face of ultimatum by the
All-parly Students Unily
(APSU) to the carctaker nfv-r
ernment to move Ershad to
[Dhaka Central Jail.

APSU will lcad a lathi pro-
cession to Gulshan on Sunday

Hasina at Sirajganj

Zia looted Jamuna
funds Mujib raised

L

From Qur Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Fcb 8: Awami
League president Sheikh
llasina has said i voted to
powcer her party will start con-
structing Jamuna bridge on
priorily basis.
 She was addressing a big
public mecting al Scrajganj
Governmenl College ground

Sheikh lasina sald il was
Bangabandhu who first took
the initiative of building the
bridge and collected six crore

-US Dollars lor the projec

t. But
'Zia abandoncd the project and
looted the money', Hasina al-
leged.

Il voted to power, llasina
said, Awami Lcaguc would
reintroduce parliamentary
democracy. '

Iasina said democracy had
a briel span of lile only during
three and a halfl years of Awami
League administration. With
the killing of Bangabandhu in

Sce Page 1) Col 8

demanding immediate shiflling
ol Ershad to the Central Jail.
NP chairperson Degum
Khaleda Zia and Awami League
chicl Sheikh lasina have taken
scparatc slands on Lhe qucs-
tion of Ershad’s transfcr to the
Central Jail. Begum Zia has
strongly dcmanded that
Ershad bc moved to the jail
whilc Sheikh Hasina has said it
is not important where he
stays, but he should be put on
trial. Dr. Kamal [lossain, a
central  leader of Awami
League, has demanded that
Sce Page 10 Col 1

The van used in the altack on British Prime Minister John Major's residence burning
Thursday afler three mortar rounds were fired from it.

Courtesy : IHT

:

Downing Street. 3 Two

1 10:08 AM. Thursday: mortar fired three rounds from a
which then burst into flames. 2 One round exploded in garden of 10

fel betwnd Fareign Office domng no damage.
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parked van,

Jafl food for

Ershad
Star Report

Former president Ershad
and his wile Roushan arc now
having their food supplied
[rom Dhaka Ceniral Jail. The
arrangement ol food supply lo
his Guishan villa, which is now
a sub-jail, was made four days
ago at Lhe instruction of the
higher authorities.

Belore this new
arrangementi, [ood had been
supplied to Ershad by
Mustafizur Rahman, a brother-
in-law of the formcer president,
since his internment.

A jail sourcc told The Daily
Star Friday night that the
former president Ershad,
Roushan Ershad and their son

arc being provided with food -

three times a day entitled (o a
prisonecr having division.

DEBIDWAR(Comilla), Fcb 8:
BNI’ lcader Begum Khaleda Zia
today said if voted to powecr,
her party will rchabilitate the
families of martyrs who laid
their lives during nine ycars of
movemeni against aulocracy,
rcports UND.

"We will support the fami-
lics of thos¢ who sacrificed
their lives during the anti-au-
locracy movement,” she de-
clared while addressing a huge
public mecting at Reazuddin
Pilot High School premiscs
here. m
She said, “the country will
rcmain grateful to thosc sons

| of the soil who dared Lheir

“Secularists defiled
temples :

Khaleda

lives against Llhe repressive
rule of Ershad and were bru-
tally killed by the autocracy”,

The BNI® Chairperson today
concluded her five-day clection
campaign in the south-castern
part of the country.

People arc the sourccs ol
her party's power and popu-
larity, Begum Zia said. “BNP
can never be climinated from
the country’'s politics as it is
composcd of patriolic people.”

She said thatl afraid of in-
crcasing popularity of BNP,
armed hooligans were oul lo
foil the election.

Hundreds of people elapped
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' Moscow calls it deliberate destruction
of Iraqi residential areas

NICOSIA, Fecb 8 : Soviet
Deputy Foreign Minister
Alexander Belonogov erilieised
today what he said was the de-
libcrate destruction ol Iraqi

residential areas by Allied air .

raids, the Iranian news agency
IRNA recported, stales Reuler.

"Iraq's. civilian population
should not be brought to mis-
cry. Unlortunately, civillans
have suflered great harm.” The

: oled Belonogov as
eaying b?:lj'nrl: ending zg?hrec-
day visit to Tchran.

"Deliberate destruction of
Iragi residential arcas can nol
fulfill the tasks s¢t by the
United Nations mur':ly resolu-

Iran, too, has said intcnsive

allicd air raids on Iraq ovcr-
step the authorily given by Sc-

curily Council resolution 678
for the usc ol all nceessary

means Lo drive Iragi forces out
ol Kuwait.

Belonogov, who held talks
with Forcign Minister Ali Ak-
bar Velayati and olher Iranian
officials, sald Tchran and
Moscow had indcentical vicws
on the need for a quick hall to
ﬂ‘l:ﬁu" war,

Belonogov was duc to fly o
Ankara for Gulf war talks.

Iran can't be indifferent

Meanwhile, Iranian Presi-
dent Rafsanjani said Iran can
nol be indifferent to the
“massacrc of innocent Iraqi

Muslims” and Lhe destruction
being wrought in Iraq, despite
Tchran's neutrality in the Gull
conflict.

Mr. Ralsanjani, quoted by
the official Iran news agency,
made his remarks at a meceting
with the visiting leader of Al-

's opposition fundamen-
talist Islamic Salvation Front,
Sheikh Abassi Madani on

Thursday.
Sharif to meet Saddam

in Islamabad, Pakistani
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil,
under domeslic pressure to
change his anti-lraq policy in
the Gulfl war, on Thursday of-
fered to visit Baghdad in
scarch ol peace.

The offer, reported by the
official APP news agency, was
madec in Sharil's second mect-
ing with the Iraqi ambassador
to Pakistan in nine days, while
a Cabinct Minister joined Lhe
oppesition in dcnouncing the

U.S. -led attacks on Iraq.

France

Xinhua rcports from Rabat :
French National Assembly For-
cign Affairs Commission Presi-
dent Michel Vauzelee said on
Thursday the Maghreb nations
can play a decisive role in
seeking an appropriale solu-
tion to the Gulf war.

Vauzclle arrived in Rabat on
Wednesday aller paying an offi-
clal visit to Algeria and Tunisia.

[

ettlers fleeing
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Hill Tracts

By Moinuddin Naser

The cconomic life of the
Bangalee seltlers in Chittagong
[1ill Tracts has gone away
owing to Shantibahini in Chi-
ttagong Ilill Tracts has gonec
awry owing lo Shantjbahini
insu

Insccurity and scanty
source of incomec have driven

many of them to move to plain
land. Out of about two lakh
scitlers, there are only 75
thousands who are now Jan-
guishing at the cluster villages.
The total number ol
Dangalees dncluding the st
thers would be over three lakh.
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(G recn Deita stamed its business 1956 5« s Gr@€N Delta marches with time

private secior insurance campany, with & pledge 10

serve the national

providing
service to sail ndividual need. There on Green
Deha never looked back. Through relentless effons
encompromising strive (or
bhecame the model insurance house with 1n a shon

and
ipan of ume

sed

won it has
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Police raid
3 DU halls:

. D arrested

|

&
5

i

DU halls sinece the intcrim
govermiment was installed fol-
lowing ousier the Ershad
regime in a mass upsurge.

The wo-hour rald at Zahw-
ril lHuq Hall, Zisur Rahman
| imll and Kabi Jasimuddin |iall
slaricd al 2 am.

Polce sadd | labfbur Rahman
Bachchu, S.M. Arwarul Azad

| alas Licha, Abdur Rashid and

Anwar Sardar were arrested
and hullets were recovered

Sec Page 10 Col 6

3 Ansars
killed,
8 rifles

looted

Our Correspondent
BARISAL, Fch 8 : Three

| Ansars were killed and len

people injured by armed
miscreants in a Dhaka-bound
launch this cvening on the
river Lalkharabad eight riflcs
and more than two hundred
rounds of buliets were also
looted by the miscreants.

The double decker launch
MV Ferdaus Khan lcft Lalmo-
han of Bhola this morming for
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Work on

Mahakhali
satellite station
suspended

By Shahiduzzaman Khan

Work on the propoesed
satcllite stalion at utnfm
remains suspcnded sinece the
fall of Ershad regime. The
project, Lo be implemented at
a cost of ncarly Tk 300 erore,
was awarded (o a privale
scclor company bascd in the
United Kingdom by the T& T

See Page 10 Col 2

I_‘Green Delta Never
L'ookd Back .........

Green Delta Insurance
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Had Mansion 2, Dilkusha Commercial Ares
(4h Floor) Dhaka- 1000,
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