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litical partics have aggravated
the situation.

The local leaders of the
coincll said, the dissolution of
the councils would jeopardise
the process of countering the
sccessionists movement in &
political way

The Ir.-dtn of the Shan-
libahini who have lost
their grounds after the Local
Government Councils were sct
up have come up with fresh
political moves to unscttle the
issuc and destabilise the exist-
ing systcm.

According to a report pub-
lished In a section of Indian
dailies the Shantibahini men
have contacled many interna-
tional human rights organisa-
tions and were successful in
ventflating their resentments
and register their demands.

While the Shantibahini men
arce operating from their 12
camps in Tripura and Mizoram
arca on the other side of the
border, scveral mass isa-
tons of the tribals inside the
country have launched fresh
agitation against the Local Gov-
cernment Councils, administra-
tive sources say.

Among thc active mass or-
ganisations there are: Greater

Chittagong 11ill Tracts 11}l
Students Council, Greater
Chittagong 11ill Tracts Hill

People’s Council and Ililly
Professionals Organisations.
The common demand of these
three organisations is dissolu-
tion of the existing local gov-
ermment councils.

Former Ershad regime in
consultation with the local
tribal leaders, who favoured a
peaceful solution, sct up an in-
stitution of scif-administration
through enactment of Loecal
Government Council Bill divid-
ing.

The Hill Tracts arca into
three administrative districts.
Provisions have been made in
the bill to give 22 arcas of the
administration except delence,
finance and foreign affairs to
the councils. Of the 22 three
{.e. education, health and fam-
fly planning and agriculture
were been transferred to the
Local Government last year.
The national government is
also rcady to vransfer rest of
administrative powers as soon

as cnactment of by-laws is
dong.

The council has established
domination of the tribals over
the non-uribals (enly the tribals
could be clected as chairman
of Lthe council). The Arst clec-
tion to the district council was
held on January 26, 1889,
which was highly appreciated
both at home and abroad.

During the last two yecars
the major works done by them
included rehabilitation of the
rcfugees from India, motiva-
tional work among the tribals
about the consequences of the
insurge and investment of
local pcople in the develop-
ment activitics. But the diver-
gent opinions among the trib-
als over the solution and rivalry
of a scction of the tribals
against the leaders of the local
councils have given rise to a
ncw phenomena.

On Deccember 19 the CIIT

Focus on election- '91

Slmmermg discontent in Chittagong Hill ’I‘racts

withoul any obstacle. The CIIT
profcssional council also sup-
poricd the above demands.

Hill Tracts administrative
source sald that thesc de-
mands were modified forms of
the Shantfbahini memoren-
dum, which was submitied to
the Chitltagong Hill Tracts

Commission Lthe
rcprescntives of cight n
organisations who visited t

CHT last December.
Shantibahini's conditions
for a settiement included in
the memorandum are a tripar-
tite discussion between
Bangladesh government, In-
dian government and Parbattya
Chhatagram Jano Sanghall
Samity (PCJSS) (the political
organisation of the Shan-
tibahini formed by Manabendra
Narayan Larma) and inclusion
ol representatives of refugees,
United Nations, international
human rights organisations in

11il Students Council in a _the talks, employment of UN

lcaflet circulated throughout
the country and later submit-
ted to the Acting President
demanded, dissolution of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts coun-
cils, reservation of three scats
for the tribals in the parlia-
ment from CIIT: judicial en-
quiry inte Lhe killings which
was occur from time to time;
rcpalriation of the tribal
rcefugees from India before the
clections, making of a fresh
voler list — or to stop the
clections in Lthesc three con-
stitucncics for the time being
and formation ol a national
commillce with the represcn-
lasives ol political partics, al-
lHances, pcasants, labourcrs,
lawycrs, journalists, prolcs-
sionals, intellecluals, cultural
workers for a solution of the
problems through discussion.
On December 30 the CIIT
ill People’s Council also an-
nouncced scven-point charter
of demands which contained
the five demands of the Hill
Studenis Council. The other
demands are : immediate ro

lease of all hill pecople detained
during the Ershad regime,

wilhdrawal ol Civil Affairs
Order of the Chittagong Can-
tonment and stoppage of ar-
rest, harassment of and re-
pression on the tribal and al-
lowing forcign journalists,
travellers, human rights organ-
isations to visit the [ill Tracts

observer to implement the
decisions; halting settlements
of 'Muslims' in Hill Tracts and
bringing back the settlers; giv-
ing back lands 10 locals from
the 'Muslim’' scttlers; com
sation to the families who

lost their members in  attacks
by sctilers; security to the
Jumma pcople (they call the
tribals as jumma); stoppage of
rcligious conversion, doing
away with concentration vil-
lage, withdrawal of mililary,
paramilit 3 camps [rom the
CHT; repeal ol the Chittagong
Hill Tracts Local Government
bill: and supervision of the
peoples’ representatives of In-
dia and other inlernational
human rights organisation
during implementation ol the
repatriation of rcfugees.

The Hill Tracts Commission
during its 15-day visit to CHT
arcas tried to find out the fact
about the allegation made by
the Shantibahini. They also
met the national political lead-
Crs.

The administrative source
siaid that the commission could
not find any cvidence about the
alleged atrocilies by the sct-
tlers or law enforcens there.
The cight nation non-govern-
ment commission compriscs
Germany, llolland, England,
Australia, Canada, Denmark,
Sweden and Norway.

On December 30 Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed at a mee in Ranga

three councils
nol be dissolved as
were elocted through
frec and fair polls. lic also said
that the rights of the people In
the 1l Tracts
on

would

would bo
ol Chit-

tagong Hill Tracts lation
1900 which was by
the local government bill.

The members nr the CHT

commission also called on Lhe
Awami Lea chicl Shetkh
Hasina on January 3. Sheikh
Hasina, howcver, assured them
of initialing a fresh political
move to solve Lhe Ilssuc
through a parliamentary sub-
commitice [ her party was

voled o power.

The chairman of Kha-
grachari and mati coun-
cils respectlively Samiran De-

wan and Gaotam Dewan haw
expressed Lheir resentment
over Lthe fresh demands of the
tribal students and categori-
cally said Lthat the studenis had
a very good link to the Shan-
tibahini.

About Lthe support of diffcr-
ent political leaders o Lthe
demands of the tribal students
he said : there should be a
common policy of all political

about the hill tracts.

lie said that before sup-
porting th¢ dcemands of the
disgruntled elements of the
hill tracts the political partics
should anneunce their pro-
grammes about the CIIT.

Supporting the presence of
armed forces in the arca,
Samiran Dewan said thal be-
causc of Lhe presence the
armed forces in Lthe arca it was
possible to maintain law and
ordcr.

Rangamati Local Govern-
ment Chairman Gaotam Dewan
said that there was no problem
in this region cxcept the activ-
itics of Shantibahini. Dy now
the Shantibahini men have also
become frustrated, he added.

lic said that prior to the lo-
cal government clection he
called on Awami League presi-
dent Sheikh lHasina, who also
did not oppose the bill. lic said
that who believe in realising
the demands by waging armed

struggle wace trying o fofl Lhe
peaceful solution

lHe also confessed Lhat the
Shantibahini did not recognise
their alicrnative leadcrship In
the hill arcas. Il any one wants
to come (o the peaccful life he
must rccognisc the present

lcadership in the reglon, he
said. llowoever, he hoped that
with the installation of demo-
cratic government the tribals
would achicve more.

He said, "the demands like
provincial aulonomy, uproot-
ing the sctiers, withdrawal of
armed forces and presence of
india as tor to the solu-
tion of the problcms could not
be accepted and as those were
not in line with Constitution of
Lthe country.”

Gaotam Dcwan said that if
the Shantibahini men found
any thing wrong in the prescnl
icadcrship Lhecy could come
and sit across Lthe Lable lor nc
gotiation,

About the political solution
to the problcms as raised by
different political parties
Caotam Dewan sald that Lhe
political solution was a very
wide term. He said that the cx-
isling arrangement was also a
political solution, which could
be cxtended, developed and
consolidated in future

He said that the outlawed
Shantibahini werc playing at
the hands of forcign forces.
But, he addcd the external
forces would be able to do any-
thing if the pcople remained
united.

He categorically said that il
the council was dissolved he
would a movement.

Mr GCaotam obscrved thal
the activitics of Shantibahini
was anti statc but the move-
ment of hill students council
was nol subversive. But he said
that there was deep relation
between these two groups.

When contacted Area Com-
mander of the armed forces
and chairman of the Il
Traclts Devclopment Council
Major General Mahmudul Has-
san told the Daily Star that it
would be very sad il the pre-
scnl process was Lhrown over-
board. The onus is on the po-
litical government whether Lo
continue the process or think
aboul any altcrnative solution’,
hw added.

Certain quarters
violating code
of conduct : Abbas
By 8tafT Correspondent

Acting Ameer of Jamaat -¢
Islami Abbas Al Khan has
called upon Lhe pooplc to vote
for Jamaat nominces to ensure
fulfifiment of the basic needs.

He was addressing a meet-
ing at Savar bus stand on

Abbas All Khan said the ot
of the peoplc has not been Im-
proved as the country was be-
ing ruled by dishoncst persons.

He said those peoplc were

again trying to get elected by

buying volcs.
The Jamaat lcader alleged
that somc were violat -

quaricrs

ing the Elcctoral Code of Con
duct. He said those who at-
tacked the workers of oppo
nent  parties were [ascist
forees. 1l cautioned the peo-
ple to rcmain alert about the
encmies ol democracy

Students pledge
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Pro-Vice-Chacellor, Syndicale
memboers and Provosts of
Dhaka University, icader of All
{‘::E. Students Unity and

University Central Stu-
dcnts Unfon and senior police
oMclals.

During the mecting [Prof
Moniruzzaman Mia said. Lhe
students community rcgarded
that the interim government
being a government of national
consensus was complclely
ncutral.

lle said the student com-
munity was ready to extend full
support to the police under
the interim government for
[recing the country including
the campus of all fliegal arms.

The student lcaders
pledged that they would have
no reaction whatsocver il a
onc was arrcsied for posscss-
ing ilicgal arms. Thcy would
rather co-operale with the po-
lice , they said.

The student leadcers also
said they were for the kind of
politiecs which discarded arms
and was bascd on morality.

They cxpressed their con-
cern that fllegal arms, il nol
fully recovered, could frustrate
their expectation of having a
democratlic governmcnl

through free, [air and peacclul
polls, for which they had
struggled. A

Clash in garments
factory : 10 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

Aboul 500 garments work-
crs on Thursday ransacked a
garments faclory at Maghbazar
on Thursday.

Police said, a procession led
by Garmcnts Sramik Fede-
ration arrived at Moghbazar at
noon chanting different
slogans for their demand. At
onc stage the proccssionists
got viclent and attacked Rose
Garments. They damaged
property worth Taka two lakh.
"olice upon receiving the
information rcached the spot
and lathi charged the mob.

The workers stoncd the po-
lice. About len policemen and
scveral demonstrators were in-
jurcd in the clashes.

Alter scveral hours police
brought the situation under
control. Police also arrcsted
four garments workers [from
Lhe spot.

Gorbachev
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gether and to urge full partict-
pation in the Kremlin's reler-
endum on the union.

“All my convictions arc
based on preservalion of the
union,” the Sovicl 'resident
said Wedncesday night.

*The Soviet Union is a su-
per power,' he said. "Huge cf-
forts were made to make it so
powerful, and we could lose ft

very quickly”.

Hearing on
Moudud's writ

petition on

The hearing of the writ pe-
tition filed by Mr. Moudud
Ahmed, a former Vice-
President of Bangladesh, chal-
lenging his detention contin-

Thursday before a division
bench of the [High Court
Division of the Supreme Court
consisting of Mr. Justice
Mohammad Ismailuddin
Sarkar and Mr. Juslice
Badruzzaman.

Mr. Aminul Huq, the attor-
ncy gencral of Bangladesh was
still arguing in support of the
detention when the court rose
for the day.

Mr. Moudud Ahmed, was
arrcsted on December 20 un-
der the spccial power's acl:
1974 on the charge of prejudi-
cial activities.

Hearing resumcs on Sunday

: Editor : S. M. Ali l

FLOUTING AUSTERITY: Floods of light added 1o decoration of a house cclebraling a wedding in Dhaka despite order for power

conscrvalion in the wake of the Gulfl war.

Oilfields set ablaze
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force also struck lraql posi-
tions Thursday.
the

Iraqi oflicials said
overnight raids on DBaghdad
killed 22 civilians and injurcd
many others.

Iraq said Allicd plancs car-
ricd out 33 raids against it
during the nighlt and Baghdad
retalialed with a missile atlack
on llailain Isracl. '

[But urilike almost all previ-
nus siatements, Baghdad radio
reporied no Allied plancs were
shol down in the latest raids.

Isracl has reported no mis-
silc strike since Sunday, when
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two Scuds fcll harmless
the Jewish state. A t lrd
crashed into Saudi Arabia,
slighliy injuring 29 people.

s Allied bombings
haw: kﬂch hundreds of civil-
jans sincc the war's outbreak,
but U.S. military sources sug-
gested today that Iraq is delib-
¢ratcly putling non-combatants
in harm's way — by moving
anti-aircralt guns into civilan

neighborhoods in Baghdad and

Kuwait City.

A US military official speak-
ing under condition of anon-
yimity said none of the Iragi
¢1in positions in civilian neigh-
bourhoods had been under
attack , but said the matter
wWas undcr review.

The US battleship Wis-
consin fired its huge guns in
aclion for the first time since
the Korcan War on Thursday,

adding its fircpowcr o the
Allicd bombardment of Iraqgi

positions in Kuwait, a US
military officer said.
The Wisconsin, which tar-

geted Iraqi artillery guns, was

the ll:cond World War Two
batticship to start lht.'l::ng
Iraqi positions. Its sistcr ship,
the Missouri, turned its 16
inch guns in the lragis on

The US S. Wisconsin con-
ducted its [first naval gunlire
support mission since the
Korean War, engaging and
probably destroying an Iraqi
artillery baltery in southern
Kuwait, the oflicer said.

The officer also said that US
planes dcstroyed four Iraqi

to fly to Iran this
week “ll‘:{:ﬂm just two as
earlier reported

A US. mil spokcsman
said on Wed that U.S.
planes attacked and destroyed
two SU-25 Iraql plancs and
probably two Iragi Migs as
well,

The US officers said navy A-
6 attack aircralt struck and
heavily an | patrol
boat in the northern Gulf

overnight. ,

8S8-12 with a ran

—Star photo

A US intcelligence sludy
says lragq may have accurate
Sovict 5S-12 missiles in addi-
tion to its inaccurate modificd
Sovict Scud missiles, accord-
ing to a report Thursday in
The Times of London.

The paper rcported : "The
ge of almost
600 miles (about 1,000 kilo-
mecilers) was onc of the
weapons which the Soviet
Union was supposed to have

after the 1987 (U.S.-
Soviel) Intermediatec-Range
Nuclear Forces Treaty.

It Is now incrcasingly
t that a small number of

lhl.' mt'llllcu may have bcen
the Sovicl
m!lll.ary to m er treaty”.

It quoted unnamed US
Administration sources as say
ing the SS-12 s on a US inwl
ligence list detailing weapon
which it is believed Irag may

posscss but has not yct used in
the Gulfl war.

Khaleda
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Ershad to jail, Becgum Zia said
he must be tried and scnt to
jitil because he had killed many
peoplc durln?chil nine ycars ol
aulocratic rule.

Begum Zia sald Ershad had
to go to jail as the people ol
this country would not forgive
him.

The BNP chicl wondcred
why Ershad was alraid of
dcalh. She said he should not
be afraid of dcath if he was a
truc Muslim as he claims, Be-

m Zia said Ershad was afraid
because he was a hypocrite and
betrayer and grabbed power
[rom an clected government in
1982 in the darkness of night.

She pointed out to the
carctaker government that Lhe
associatcs of Ershad was plan-
ning to jcopardise Lhe clec-
tions by using their fllegally
carncd money and unautho-
riscd arms.

Begum Zia said all asscts of
the associalcs of Ershad should
be attached as those belonged
to the pcople. She said the
party which ruled the country
in 1972-75 was abolished with
the introduclion of BAKSAL,
the one-party sysicm. She said
it was President Ziaur Rahman
who had introduced the multi-
party systcm in the country
and this had given the abol-
ished party the opportunity to
cmerge in the political scene

Begum Zia said there is an-
other which is mislcad-
ing the people by secking
votes in the name of Allah. And
just because of this, the party
which had ruined the country
during its regime would go to

r and climinate the name
of Allah from the Constitution.

The BNP chief appre-
hended thal if his party goes to
power it will makc the country
a botlomless basket again.

Begum Zia said the sheal of

| Ed}r was absent during the
t

nine years and because of
this the r:unc of Allah was on
the people. The floed of 1988

was a proof.

Essentials
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k& m ﬂ-“& m, Ihlhl al
100 to 110, Mrigel al Tk.
78. Chital at Tk. 120 and 'an-
gsh [medium size) at Tk 95

per kg

Retlaflers sadd that their
salcs declined by 30 to 40 per
cenl after the outbreak ol the
Gulf war. Md. Abu Tahcr, a
grocer at Fakirapool. said that
there was no panie-buying be-
cause of the war. Golam Mowia,
another grocer at Shanti
told this cerrespondent |
«locks were adequatle in the
wholesale markcts bul prices
were rising duc o hoarding by
a section of dishonest Wraders
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US’ slanderous interference

BEWJING. Feb 7 China said

today that a US State

Department report condemning it for human rights viclations
was slanderous interference in its internal aflatrs “The

report cites false rumours to slander and attack China.® said
memmmmuﬂm

ceptable,” reports Reuter.

ISLAMABAD. Feb 7: Prime Minister Nawsz Sharil woday an-

nounced a major economie reform

to open Pakistan

up o lorcign investment. lie told a news confcrence that vir

lually all controls on the movement of foreign ¢
repatriation of privale and corporate

NPakistan and

inte
and

capital had been lified. reports Reuter.

Mitterrand talks to Rafsanjani

PARIS, Fcb 7: Freneh President Francois Mitterrand held
lclephone talks today with lranlan President Hashemi-

Rafsanjani,

announced an official
spokesman, bul no detalls were availabile

French government
iran rﬂtn?

launched a peace initiative 1o cnd Lhe war, which lod 10 an
ficial visit to Teheran by French Foreign Minisiry Sccretary
General Francois Scheer to discuss the issue, reports Xinhua

French commander in Gulf sick

PARIS, Fcb 7: Brigadicr-General Jean -Charics Mouscardces.

commandcr of French

ground forces in Saudi Arabla, has

[allen IFand will be replaced, Defence Minister Pierre Joxe
said loday Joxc told reporters Mouscardes, 56, would return

to France on Friday. He will be replaced by Drigadicr-Gencral
Bernard Janvier, 52, reports Reuter

Salyut-7 crashes into Andes

LONDON, Fcb 7: The abandoncd Sovict space station

Salyut-7, which crashed Into the Andes Mountains

only onc of more than 3-1/2 million picees of space junh cir
cling the carth. But acronautical cxperts say people on (he

ground [acc only

a liny risk [rom the fragments of the more

than 3,600 lﬂll:"iltl and othcr spacecrafl placed in orbit
since Lhe launch of the Sovict Union's Sputnik in 1987, re.

ports Rruler.

Genetics pioneer died

LEXINGTON(Massachusclis),

Fcb 7. Dr. Salvador Luria. a

pioncer in Lhe development of modern genctics who won Lhe
Nobcl Prize, dicd Wednesday at age 78 at his Lexinglon home

ol a heart attack, according to a universitly spokesman. Luria
sharcd the Nobel Prize for medicine or physiology In 1960

with Max Delbruck of the Californta Institute of Technology
and Alfred liershey of the Carncgic Institution of Washingion,

rcporis AP

Spill closes US highway

ENON([Ohio).
Interstate 70 In western

Fcb 7: Authoritics closed off a portion of
Ohio on Wednesday aller a truck

carrying a hazardous chcmical spilled part of its load.
Between 150 pounds (68 kilograms) and 170 pounds (77
kilograms) ol phosphorus pentasulfide spilled onto the high-
wiay, said Battlalion Chicl Pcte Nowman, hazardous materials
coordinator. If the chemical comes in contact with walter, it
can producc a poisonous gas, hydrogen sulfide, reports AP.
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IPolice said there had been
an cxplosion in Whitchall,
where most  Hritish ministries
have their main offiecs, but did
not conlirm that moriars were
involved.

A while Ford Lransit van was
ablaze in the street near the
Ministry ol Defence. They re-
ported hearing scveral cxplo-
sions.

The sky rcported quoted
fjournalists and tclevision Lech-
nicians who had been ncar
Number 10 Downing Streel as
saying thcy had hcard scveral
explosions.

One said he hcard threc
explosions and then saw the
van with its rool ripped ofl and
ablaox.

A Labour Member of
Parliament, Paul Flynn, was in
his officec overlooking
Whitchall when the atlack was
carricd oul. llc said on Sky he
heard one long blast that could
have beecn a series of cexplo-
sions.

"The word that il is a mor-
tar has gone round very
quickly and the first conclu-
sfon is that this is the work of
Saddam llusscin,” he said, re
ferring to threats by the Imql
lcader to unlcash terrorist at-
tacks because of the Gull war,

“ This is very much oul of
character with previous Irish
Republican Army attacks on
the Mainland,” he added.

Irish gucrillas were respon-
sible for a motar allack today
on the residence of IP'rime
Minister Major, according to

Banks
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crore in Lime deposils.

Forcign banks opcrating in
the country had a still larger
amount of surplus funds than
the local privalc banks. Their
surplus totalled Taka 172.42
crore on January 24. Total de-
posits of forcign banks stood at
Taka 1594.04 crorc - Taka

424.71 as dcmand dcposils
and Taka 1168.33 crorc as
time deposits.

The sourccs said thc sur-
plus funds with foreign and lo-
tnl te scctor banks were
because of slacks in import ae-
(ivities. These banks are
mainly involved in import fi-
nancing aclivilies, sources
said.

Both liquidily shortage and
excess funds reflect however
no healthy signs in the banking
sector. According o banking
circles, liquidily consiraints
showed that non-performing
asscts were on the rise due lo
inefliciencics in credil opera-
tons. Surplus funds mcant the
banks were not able Lo deploy
thetr availuble funds In cost ef-
feetive lines, they added

Mortar attack

sourccs at Scotland Yard police
hcadquarters quoted by
lirftian's Press Associalion na-

lional ncws agcency.
No onc has so [ar claimed

responsibility for Lhe atlack
and Scolland Yard spokcsmen
would not immocdiately say
whether the police were blam-
ing the Irish Republican Army
(TRA) for the action.

Outsiders blast
bombs at DU
Moitri hall

By StafT Correspondent

Some unidentified youths
created panic at the Kuwalt-
Bangladesh Moitri Hall of the
Dhaka Universily by r::plodilz
a number of cocktafls a
brcaking somec furniturc on
Wednesday night. Nonc was,
howcver, injured.

I1all sources said, argument
between Lhe female students of
the hall and the outsiders led
to the incidents. The youths
sncaked into the compound
when lecaders of different halt
unions of Lthe university wen
coming to allend the installa-
lion eccremony of the Moftri
I ladl

The installation ccremony,
attended by the universily
Vice-Chanccllor Profl Monlruz-
zamin Miah, had to be cul
short because of the untowiyd
incidents.

Hasina
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any ncw onc, she commented.

Spcaking on varlious prob-
lcems of Tongli Lthe AL presi-
dent, who is also the leader of
the Eight Party Alliance said
the AL government rchabili-
tated the homcless of
the arca. Bul the
crnmenis mqulrdPTM SI
for which prices were nol
paid, she allc AL, i voicd
lo power will pay their just
priccs, she lllumd

Sheikh Hasina urged peoplc
o voic for her party to reslore

peoplc’s basic rights and insu-

I;ul.iurnlh: democracy.

Menon
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politics of Lhese party-
mmtl he said while

in public mcetl al

" r under upazila of
disirict a party press

rclcase sald in Dhaka.

Mr. Mcnon said future of

demoeracy in Lhe country
could nol be ensured unlesa

the mistakes and wrongs of
the past by the two partics
were acknowledged and

pledges (o prevent
remcus were

recur-



