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Lineker's double turns the |
Lions into pus

LONDON, Feb 7
Gary Lincker,
whese goals kn

uviked Camcroon
oul of the World

Cup, turned dos-
troyer again Iin  Wednesday's

[riendly, scoring twice in
England's 2-0 win over the
list Alricans.

The Indomitable Lions, Lhe
first African side to reach the
World Cup quartcr-finals,
where they were beaten 3-2 by
England, wcre a pitiful
shadow of Lthe side which sct
soceer alight with their

cxciting play in Italy.

Sub-zero lemperatures and
rc-match bickering lelt the
jons lamcd pussycals as

England controlled the game

throughout.

England went ahead in the
20th minute when man-ofl-the-
match Lincker scored from
the penally spot  alter
Cameroon goalkceeper Joscph
Antoine Bell pulled him down
wilh a desperate lunge.

Ilis second goal came in the
61st minule when he pounced
on a corncr which had
dropped behind the keeper.

Cameroon's veleran siriker
Roger Milla rcfused to play
aflcr his request for a match
fec was refused. But the
English Foolball Association
were only told of his omission
as the (ecams walked on to the
pitch.

The conditions were in
stark contrast to Lhe last time
the tcams met on a sullry
night in Naplcs.

The Camcroon playcrs all
worc gloves as they battled
against snow showcers and
temperatures that dipped 1o
minus five Cenligrade.

England overran Cameroon
in the first 20 minutes as the
first African sidc Lo play al
Wembley adjusicd Lo the atmo-
sphecre Jplaying togcther
for Lthe first time sincc the
Warld Cup.

They conceded three
corners In the opcning five
minuics as the defence ulruf-
gled 0 keep Lincker in check.

When the Toltenham

striker ran into the box in Lhe
19th minute he had only Bell
to beat and the keeper, who
ncver made a World Cup ap-
pecarance, first kicked out and
then pulled Lincker down with
his hands.
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For Lincker, who had
scorcd 37 inlernational goals
belore this game, the penally
was a formality.

Camcroon did nol have a
shot in goal until the 30Lh
minute and only tested Arscnal
kceper David Secaman once
during the second half.

The fast Nowing soccer thal
carncd Camcroon a quarter-fi-
nal berth and Alrica an extra
place in the next Wold Cup fi-
nals was rarcly apparent.

England continued 1o dom-
inale throughout the second
hall and in the 60th minute
Camecroon caplain Stephen
Tataw almoslt scored an own
goal as he hcaded a cross just
wide.

From the corner takcen by

CARY LINEKEE _ twice met
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sycats

. five minulces.

Stuart Pcarce the ball was
MNicked over Lhe keeper and
Lincker darted in for his sce-
ond coal,

In the 40th minute Andre
Kana Biyik was carriced off on a
streicher with a leg injury
aflter colliding with John
Bames.

England captain DBryan
Robson, making his first inter-
nalional appearance since he
was injured al the World Cup
finals, said: "It was hard to
break them down because they
dropped so many men behind
the ball.”

Lincker said : "They did not
rcally come at us and attack us.

| think they were worricd
aboul gelting a good hiding.”

AP adds: It was billed as an

exhibition rematch of that
World Cup game. Apart from
Lincker's brace of goals, it
could not have been more dif-
ferent.

instead of a warm, balmy

‘evening in July, it was

in sub-zero conditions. And
there was no Roger Milla.

The 38-ycar-old Camecroon
star, who won many friends at
the World Cup
goalscoring flair, never made
an appearance, reporicdly
upset that he would not be
paid a fee. -

Without him, Camcroon
held few aces against an
England side that looked well
balanced and comlfortable on

the ball.
worricd Cameroon

with jts acrial power by forcing
four corncrs in the opening
But goalie
Joscph- Anloine Bell, who was
kept oul of the first tcam
lincup in the World Cup by
Thomas N'kono, handled con-
fidently.

While Bell was busy from
virtually (h¢ [lirst moment,
England goalic David Scaman
had little to in the entire
game and spent his time run-
ning around his area to kecp
warm.

Camcroon's approach work
was ncat bul not sharp enough
lo worry the England defence.
Its first shot came on 29 min-
utes and the 20-yard (meter)
cffort from Andre Biyik rolled
harmiessly wide.

~ Lincker's second goal came
16 minulcs into the sccond
hall after Cameroon's captain,
Stephen Talaw almost headed
the ball into his own net.

TEAMS

England : David Scaman;
lee Dixon, Des Walker, Mark
Wright, Stuart Pearce, Trevor
Steven, Paul Gascoigne (sub:
Steve llodge 67 minutes),
Bryan Robson (sub:Gary
Pallister 73 minutes), John
Barncs, lan Wright, Gary
Lincker.

Camcroon : Joseph- Antoine
Mcll, Stephen Tataw, Bertin
Ebwclle,  Julcs Onana,
Emmanuc] Kunde, Andre
(sub:Thomas Libih 44 minules

), Emile M'mouh, Louis- Paul,’

M'Fede, Jean Pajal, Eugene
Ekcke (sub : Guy Tapoko 80
minutes), Francois Omam

N NEW YORK, ch
7: Sugar Ray
leonard Lakes his
fablcd boxing
{ show o Madison
Squarc Garden on
Salurday in lest of his ageing,
bul still cunning boxing skills
againsi a man || ycars his
Junior, reports Reuler.
Leonard, 34 will try to win
his sixth world championship
by taking the World Boxing
Council's (WIBC) 7--kg super-
welierweight crown from fel-
low-American Tcrry Norris in
a scheduled 12 round fight,
the first Umec Leonard has
lought at the Garden in his 13
ycar Caroer.
is broadway. Ych, this
is broadway.” Leonard said
about the Graden. "I'm going
do whalcver's necessary o
win. I'm going to be as pretty

or as fu as | possibly can be

and do r | can do W

win." :
Leonard, 35 in May, has not

lought In 14 months. since
December, 1989, when he

baltled the chilly night air in
Las Vegas and a lukewirm
Roberto Dumn 10 win a points

decision. But both fighters
were booed for being bonng.

There is no doubt that
Leonard has been one of the
grcatest [lighters ever—an
Olympic gold mcdallist in
1976, live world titles and a
34-1-1 record against the best
lightcrs of this cra. But his tal-
cnis have been croded by time.

Even in bealing Duran,
Leonard, who has carned an
estimated 105 million dollars
in this carcer, was hil often
enough o be cut and bruised
lor one of the lew times In his
career,

And many boxing pcople
think Leonard lost to Tommy
licarns in June, 1989. But the
judges in Las Vegas — who
have ncver been accused of
disliking Leonard — said the
12 - round flight was a draw.
Even Leonard has hinted very
strongly in recent months that

he thought Hearns, wheoe
knocked him down twice, won
that fight.

In the fight just before that
in November 18688, the mostly
Lalenuod Donny Lalonde
knocked lLeconard down  But
Leonard came back w knock
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Norris, 23, is somewhat of
an unknown quantity despile
his 26-3 rccord.

Norris, who says fLconard
was his idol when growing up,
first fought for a world title —
the World loxing Associalion's
supcr wellerweight crown —
against Julian Jackson in July,
1989

Norris pummelied Jackson
in the lirst round, breaking his
checkbone and opening up a
decp cul on his mouth. But
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Norris gol cocky in the second
round and Jackson knocked
him out.

Last Murch Norris used his
speced and power to knock out
John the beast Mugabi in the
first round for the WBC title.

"My only problem is experi-
ence in big lights, Norris said.

“I'l endure more than Ray,
try and take the fight into the
later rounds to Lry to burn Ray
oul

Narris should earn about
700,000 dollars, according to
Mike Trainer, Leonards' man-

ager and promoter of the flight. |

Traincr said Leonard would get
about four million dollars.

“tie's ke my son, Leonard
said of Norris, so I'm going to
have to show him something.
lle's ncver experienced any-
thing like this ... he's talking
more trash. Thal's all the Mo-
tivalin | nced. Winning ... and
looking good.”

Some of the trash Leonard
apparcnlly is referring to s
Nerris's comment when asked
aboul Leonard retiring,

“They'd losc a great fghter,
Narris said, bul | think its’
time for him lo move an.
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Pat Cash felt great when he
stepped on to the court to play
a first-round match at the
Lipton International Players’

Championships at Bis-
cayne, Fla., on March 18,
¥ 220.

One year before, almost to
the day, Cash had severed his
Achilles tendon during a
match against Bill Scanlon in
Japan. But now he was back.
He was fit. He was eager. He
was ranked somewhere in the
400s on the computer, but
that hardly mattered - he had
been through this kind of
thing before. .

Cash was optimistic that
morning on Key Biscayne. He'd
been practising for his come-
back on the s hard courts
for weeks. He was relaxed, ac-
customed to the bright winter
sun of Florida. His opponent
was Bruno Oresar, a journey-
man who preferred clay, a guy
who'd never even broken into
the top 50,

Cash [elt clam and sharp in
the warm-up. He won the toss
and elected to serve, but when
he stepped up to the service
line he had a sickening reali-
sation that grew and grew in
his consciousness until he fclt
the protagonist in Alfred
Hitchcock's film, Vertigo.

Forgotten

*I didnt know what 1 was
going to do,” he called six
months later, at the 1990 U.S.
3Ken. I had no bloody idea of

at to do next. It all came at
me in a rush - [ realised that
I'd forgotten what it was like
to be in a match situation. |
thought, "Whoa, am | going to
serve the first ball and wvolley,
or stay back? Did | have to de-
cide right then or not?’' | really
felt out of my element. because
no amount of practice substi-
tutes for playing matches un-
der fire.”

Of course, Cash could run
but he couldn’t hide. Oresar
tagged him 6-2, 6-2. The dis-

appoinilmenl was so severe

that shortly after the match,
Cash approached the man
who's been his coach since
Cash was 12, lan Barclay. They
discussed the option of quit-
ting the game cold.

“At that moment,” Cash
said, "It didn’t matter that I'd
been threugh one comeback
before. | just realised how
bloody far | had 1o go and |
wasn't really surc | was ready
to pay the price again. | mean,
it wasn't that long ago that if |
didn't beat Opesar by 2 and 2. |
would have been (ticked) off. It
all became a very emotional
thing. a 'Why me? kind of
thing.”

And who could blame Cash
for feeling that the gods musit
be crazy, or for wanting to quit
the game? He is merely 25
years old, but il you were to
draw a graph ol his career, it
would have more

than all of Colorado.

1982 - Cash wins the ju-
nior Wimbledon and U.S. Open
titles and is runner-up at the
Junior French Open.

® 1983 - Cash leads Aus-
tralia to its first Davis Cup title
since 1977.

1984 - Cash cracks the
top 10 after reaching the U.S.
Open semifinals (where he
held two match points against
Ivan Lendl).

® 1085 - A chronic back
injur{I sidelines Cash for eight
months,

® 19868 - Cash, ready to
play again, undergoes an emer-
gency appendectomy in Lon-
don. just three weeks before
Wimbledon. Nevertheless, he
recetved a wild card and ad-
vanced (o the Wimbledon quar-
terfinals. His subsequent
in the rankings, from No. 413
to 99. is the biggest jump
since the computer rankings
1973. He
also leads Australia 10 another

| Davis Cup title.

I987--Cash wins
Wimbiledon . He also reaches
the fmal a1 the Australian

1848 - Cash reaches the
final of the Australlan Open.

o Mals Wilander 8-8 in
fth. He attains a career-

"[murul of 18 at the Australian

Open, then severs his Achilles
| tendon thercaller. His
falls 1o No. 368

lournament back s dou-
bles and wins the [New
south Wales title with fe

W the No. 9 seed. Aaron
Krickstein.

No in the n era
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so high. or clawed his way
back into the upper echelon of
tennis as successflully as Cash.
Bjorn Borg, John McEnroe,
Mats Wilander all of them took
a significant amount of time off
from tennis, but only McEnroe
proved that he could regain a
semblance of his past from (
the jury in still out of Wilan-
der).

Yet those players were not
cven injured; the only thing

" hurt in them was their motiva-

tion. Thomas Muster, the Aus-
trian who made a miraculous
comeback from a knee injury
sustained in 1989, is the only
player who has travelled a path
similar to the one Cash walked
not once but twice.

There is no more harrowing
reminder of-a man’s mortality

than serfous injury, no more -

lethal doubt in the mind of a
lennis playcr than the fear that
is body will betray him.

“In dealing with injury and
psychological
ue, Cash truly has been a
t among men. Who could
predicted that this bold,
brash child of the Metal
would lead a life calling for

the forebearance of Job?

Changed

As 1991 approaches and
Cash prepares for another
frontal assault on the Grand

PAT CABH .. a ehequered carga

had to do\with me winning.
They've stood by me, | owe it
to stand by them."

Support

Cash maintains that one of
the positive by-products of his
latest injury was the new per-
spective he gained on the
game during his enforced ab-
sence. With a sudden abun-
dance of time to think, Cash
realised that tennis wasn't the
end-all and be-all,” and he also
came to grips with the fact
that his relationship with
Christansen, the mother of his
‘wo children. Daniel and Mia.
was over. The realisation led to
the only major change in
Cash’s support system.

I'd love to deny that per-
sonal stufl affects me, but it
does. And the really strange
thing is that the worst period
in my relationship with Anne-
Britt coincided with the time |
played my best tennis, when |
won Wimbledon. | guess things
were so bad that the only way
to deal with them was to throw

-mysell into tennts like a wild

maniac,

°l was totally absorbing ev-
erything, rebounding every-
thing. | neglected the prob-
lems [ had with . Anne-Britt and
nol wanting to face them made
it that much easier for me to
become a tennis robot. AN |

No player in the Open era has fallen as tar
after climbing so high or clawed his way
back into the upper echelon of tennis as

successfully as Pat Cash ..

Peter Bodo

takes a ook at the Australian’s career

Slam lournaments, he is a
changed young man. His bouts
wilth [rustration, a final split
with his common-law wife
Anne-Britt Christiansen. and
his su uent marriage to
Emily Bendit all have tem-

| him and altered his per-

spective. ‘
"The frustrating part of

back.” he said, “is that
mnm you're starting to
play well, all of a sudden you go
out and play a shocker. | mean,
a real stinker of a match. And
then the doubts begin, all the
confidence yeou've built up
comes crashing down. You be-
gin to ask yourselfl. 'Have | Jost
it, or The hardest
is 10 believe that it's just a ship,
not a fall."

Fortunately for Cash. there
are always people there o take
him by the hand and help him
up when he skips. Cash is
flamboyant. He continues to
pass out his trademark check-
cred head bands after every
match. He often is controver-
sial. espec at home, where
he has frequent skir-
mishes with a national press
that seems to want aw-shucks
tennis he roes who line their
hats with wet cabage lcaves.

Yet he is not at all fickle,
and he harbours and inspires
@reat loyalty. Besides his family
and Draclay. Cash's traincr Ann
Quinn, sport psy t Jefl
Bond. and hrmrﬂhﬂn
EI?E(PIHN Paul McNamec have

‘cn sleadfast friends.
“A lot of le don't un-
derstand that n | climbed

in to the players guest box |

after winning) at Wimbledon, #t
Was a genuine, spontancous
thing. It really was the only
way o show how much all the
people in my support system

did, all -1 thought aboul, was
winning tennis matches. Later,
when | sat back and tried to
sort out the problems, | re-
alised how neglectiul I'd be-
come. But by that time, it was a
lost cause. Anne-Britt and |
were alienated for good.”
Ironically. the sublimated
anger and frustration created
by a relationship on the rocks
seems o have helped make
Cash a Wimbledon champion.
Whether or not that was the
case, he decided during his

recuperation in 1989 that he
no longer wanted to lve that

t;':nh split with Christiansen
in the spring of 1989 and went

of with ene of his “malcs” to
live in London. he wanted o be
close to his children. he
wanted to sample “everyda
itfe.,” and he wanted o
things through, make some
decisions about his unclear fu-
ture.

Shortly thereafter. he met
Emily Bendit, who was work-
ing as a maitre'd at the London
nightelub Limelight. Cash,
whose mother s American
immediately found common
ground with a woman whyg
grew up in Texas, but whose
mother is Brazilian. Like Cash,
Emily had broken up recently
with a different kind of mate -
her English husband. They
soon found that one of the
main things they had in com-
mon was a reluctance to get
involved .

“We were both terrified.*
he said. “but she was every-
thing I've always dreamed
about. Within weeks, we were
doing everything together We
were so infatuated. | somehow
knew we were going to get
married and | had to p re-

The rise and fall of Cash

minding myself to slow down.
After all, we've got a whole life
to live.” : i

Bul they couldn’t apply the
brakes for long. Ht:lnrill. wars
present when Cash won the
Hong Kong tournament in
April. In late July, Cash and
bendit took a break from the
rigours of his tennis comeback
to wed in Jamaica.

Wedding

His children attended the
wedding. After a briel honey-
moon, Cash began to work at
his tennis again. “This time,"
he said, "I decided to keep my
priorities in order. This time,
wasn't to be a wild ma-

regular maniac.”

It is almost impossible to
overstate the achievement
represented by Cash’'s first
major comeback, and difficult
o articulate the quality of his
determination in his current,
second resurgence. - As he
freely admits, *I'm not a pa-
tient person by nature. In fact,
| tend to go at things like a
bull at a gate.”

Each time Cash has come
back from a forced hiatus, he
has found it that much tougher
to succeed. For one the
competitive depth of the pro
lour increases all the time.
“Iit's one thing, nol W have
heard of a player.” Cash said,
"But these days. lan scouls a
guy and he's never ever heard
of the country he comes from.”

Furthermore, Cash feels in-

like a middleweigint
m the huvymt
division. [Cash’s eyes n
when he speaks of the likes of
Boris Beckér, Lendl and even
Goran Ivanisevic. He says, "I
mean, these guys are big.”) He
is strong as a bull, but he is
relatively small bull. He plays
the serve-and-volley game, but
without big power.

"My serve isn‘'t the
strongest in the game. I've got
the strength but not the reach
and the snap. A Becker can get
out of a tight spot by serving
two aces and two unreturn
ables. Even at my best. | can

quite do that. | always have
back it up with good volleys.”
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The key to Cash's suecess
his mobility. | allows him
cover the net like a blanket,
and enables him to get into
position to hit flat ground
strokes that resemble precise
laser beams. At his best, he
can’'t be passed at the net and
he hits winners like a man

darts. Because of this
reliance on athleticism and
mobility, the damage to his
Achilles tendon was -
larly threatening. And even
Cash tends to lay the
shock and agony of such a ma-

p:'hj'ury.

“Your forget how bloody
painful a thing like this 1s."
Cash said. "I wouldn't wish a
snapped Achilles on worst

. | couldn't run
mon and | still imp, from
habit. | honestly think I'd
rather have broken ankle
in a few places. E.Ilm good

is that unlike a knee, the
Ac f:.ﬁhn usually comes
back to strength.”

Knowing how such an injury
can play on a young man's
mind, Barelay convinced Cath
lo refrain from runningjnr hit-
ting tennis balls until fully two
months after physicians said it
would be permissible to do so.

Still, after the last Grand
Slam event of ‘90, Cash could
not quite jump as high as he
did before his injury. He also
felt that his leg could get
stronger yet. With more work,
he hoped to find that extra
pinch of quickness to lay the
foundations for a great year in

-ilq v

One that did come
back mob . It allows o
cover the quickly for Cash was

the basic mental toughness
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pleased with his
toughness than his stroke
duction, but ene round
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