10 The Daily Star

s V1 2 2 A 21N €

A now-homeless art collection, ‘Islamic Art and Patron
on exhibit at the Walters Art Gallery
Islamic culture in a period of serious misunderstanding.

n times of conllict, as

shells rain mer-
cllessly extimguishing
" homes and A | B
difficult to spare a thought
for cultural tréasures.
Rumours have it that Iraq
-has stored the relics of its
Babylonian herilage in
bombprool glimate-
controlled sh But the
fate of Kuwail's
art objects is not so certain,
Luckily, one part of this

collection happened to be
on an iIntermational tour
when the invasion look

. It iIs now on show al
the Walters Art Gallery in
Baltimore. USA, under the
name “lslamic Art and
Palronage : Selections [rom
Kuwail.”

The tlouring exhibil is
timely not only because it
has unwillingly saved some
107 artifacts, but also be-
cause it provides a glimpse
of Islamic culture In a pe-
riod of serious misunder-
standing. Here on Lhe quiel
lawns and behind the red-
brick townhouse facades of
Baltimore, ignorance has
bred prejudice, as else-
where in the world. The
organizers of this exhibi-

tion ol

pel the mists ol misrepre
senlation that shroud Islam.
Having begun ils lour in
the Heritage Museum of
Leningrad, the collection
arrived in the US on De-
cember 9. It is scheduled
lo tour American museums
tull April 1992. Ms. Esin
Alil, historian and curator
of Islamic art alt the Arthur
M. Sackler Gallery of Art in
Washington, selected the
pieces 1o be included two
years ago, from the 7,500
artilacts of the Kuwait Na-
tional Museum's Museum ol
Islamic Arlt. The director of
the National Museum,
Sheikha Hussa, and her

——— e . —

L T me e —

ART AMONG THE RUINS : AN
EXHIBITION IN EXILE

A Special Correspondent

husband Sheikh Nasser
Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah,
had begun the colleclion in
1975.

Pieces on display include
paintings, [ine jewelery,
and intricately carved ob-
jets d'art. The ilems cover
the 8th to 18th centuries
of the Weslern calendar.

Curators believe that the
exhibit will give Americans
a chance to form more in-
formed views on Islamic
civilization. Even before Lhe
war, the image of Islam
lended to be at best ag-
gressive. Armed conflict in
the Gulf has encouraged
propaganda depicling In-

human enemies, as war al-
ways does. These works of
art, in their small way.
counter that deformed pic
ture. Moghul India. Persia.
and Moorish Spain figure in
the exhibit, symbolizing the
exient and variety nfﬁne of
the great world civiliza-

lions. It is a surprise lo
many visitors that Islamic

culture is not limited to the
Arab world.

Public rzsponse has been
welcoming. Unexpecledly
large numbers of visitors
have passed (hrough the

gallery gates. Reviewers
range from the enthusiastic
o 1 ecsiatic. The exotic

e: Selections from Kuwait',
in Baltimore, USA, is providing a glimpse of
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lone ol the collection at-
iracls visitors, even on Lhis
museumrich East Coast.
The non-representational
qualities of Islamic art, the
intricacies of geomelric
patlterns and calligraphy,
are foreign to Weslern art
Articles such as knives,
combs, and spoons are
transformed [rom the do-
meslic (o the artislic.

The educational value of
such an exhibit is enor
mous. The Walters Art
Gallery encourages visits by
children. Supervisor of
School Programmes Eliza-
beth Eder has crealed an
interactive “Islamic learn

A Kuwaiti painting depicting Islamic h-rn.np

ing centre.” Each

before the gallery opens lo
the public, school

are given guided tours. The
children have a chance to

learn basic cal and
Arabic signs and :
The Islamic veil, 1 Arab

turban and robe, and daz-
zling swords capture the
altention of even the most

Having been introduced 1o
the subject during their
learning cenire lour, (he
children are more pre-
pared to appreciate lthe
collection and its
backgroumnd. A helmet
inlaid with silver becomes
all the more fascinating to
a young boy because he now

Unfortunately, the
pieces in Lhis collection

"Romance of the Ma
hal,” are possibly that
remain of Kuwail's art trea-
sures. The contents of the
Kuwait National Museum
are rumoured o have been
irucked to Baghdad and

the illegal
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. Despite the Scuds
a world away.
easily see

sk

knows that the pcaked (op enemy is. afler all. human,

is to accomunodale the

tion believe it can help dis-

Sombhu Mitra Turns 75

Quest for the Other

T seventy-five Sombhu
Mitra deserves o be
looked at from various
angles by admirers and
detractors alike. Hailed as the
doyen of modern Bengali
theatre by many and spurned
for  cscapism’ by not a few.

Theatre’

by Samir Dasgupta

Special to The Star

Shombhu Mitra : Harmonising dialogue with acting.

Milra remains a conlroversial
thealre personality today. His
briefl honeymoon with the
Indian People's Thecatre
Association, whichy he had
formed along with Bfjon Bhat-
tacharya and others. marked
the beginning and end of his
tryst with socialisé realism of
the Marxist variety. Mitra
rightly feit that for all its lib-
erating trafts, the movement
initiated by IPTA was slowly
but surely drifting tewards a
politically determined and
purely agitational art move-
mentl. heedless of the essential
necd for the freedom of the
arliste himsell. Not that therc
weren't others in [PTA who
also had a [eel of the question
thrown up by Mitra. But it was
perhaps enough for them to
take shelter under Gorky's dic-
tum : "When the playwright
analyses the class traits, cul
tural testes, beliefs and mare
ners manifest in a number o)
common individuals and then

projects these on a 'repr-
esentative’ person, he creates
what may be called a ‘type
character’. That becomes art,”
realising little that the formal
statement needed to be scen
through. Sombhu Mitra was
ccrtainly the first among those
who. refusing to bask in the
glorv of Nabanna and the
theatre of "collective con-
sciousness” it successfully rep-
resented. consciously each-
cwed what that he saw as a
truncated view of social (or
human) rcality,

It was fairly obvious cven in
1948 when Mitra along with
likc-minded people formed
Bolhmrupee that what he was
basically averse to was IPTA's
unquestioning acceptance of a
doctrinaire interpretation of
“socialist realism.” rather than
lo incorporate the social con-
tent of the sullering class’'s ex-
istence and protest as such. It
is from this anglc that Mitra
was at the time wrongly
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dubbed by many as a ‘renegade’
or an ‘escapist’. A [fairer
judgement today would de-
mand thal he be described as
one who in fact enriched the
original search for a socially
relevant theatre by IPTA.

Torn between the collec-
tivist art of class struggle and
the deep concern he felt for
the [reedom of the artiste,
Sombhu Mitra formed '‘Bohur-
upee’ in his quest for the
"other theatre.” But the
“critical realism”™ which came
to be pitted against the doc-
trine of "socialist realism” was
to cryslalise slowly. Bohuru-
pee’s carliest productions,
Pathik (1949) and Chher-
ataar{1950). were bul echoes
of Mitra's IPTA past. His
scarch for a natural relation-
ship between content and
form found its reflection in his
cholice of Rakiakarabi (1954),
Dakghar (1957) and Raja
(1964) as well as in lbsen's
and Sophocles's plays. a few of
which he successfully adapied
for the Bengali stage and audi-
ence. Onc may add to the list
his role in the production of
Brecht's The Life of Galileo. in
collaboration with Fritz
BBencvits, to indicate the na-
ture of his selection from for-
eign literature.

» Sombhu Mitra may be said

to have synthesised the posi- |

tive content ol soctalist realism
with the freedom of the artiste
to depict il as a many-sided
phenomenon, the soctal signil-
icance of which is put into fo-
cus by the inherent forces of
conflict afflicting the present,
the collective reality in terms
ol the individual's predici-

ment, and often in terms of
confllicts within the same in-
dividual, went on until he re-
discovered, as 1t were, the
multidimensienal qualities in-
herent in Tagore's plays, such
as Chaar Adhyaya (1951).

For, the generalised man or
woman is one who s in no way
different from the members of
the audience. And this is prc-
cisely the reason why Mitra
has been eminently succeessiul
in developing a form of acting
which is closest to the con
mon man's way of expressing
cmotions in joy. sorrow. an-
guish, anger and love. In a
valuable essay on the subject of
acting, Mitra laid down the
broad principles (not rules)
which must be observed before
the actor can inculeate such
natural diction and thus bring
out the intended meaning of
the words spoken. Stanislavsky
came in handy to begin with:
but Mitra Ilcarnt from
Stanislavsky's workbook with-
out ever turning his mind and

away from his own social
milten and the way human be
ings are used to communical.
ing in given situations, This
how he sought to harmonisé
dialogue with acuing.

Sombhu Mitra's style ol acl-
ing had to confirm to, as well
as serve as a catalytic agent in,
his "critical theatre” and thus
stand in sharp contrast to the
style of acting made popular by
Bijon Bhattacharya in the con-
text of the mass theatre. The
difference between the two is
glaring enough to indicate ba-
sic attitudinal and philosophi-
cal differences between the
two great Lheatre ities
and contemporaries. But it is
necessary to guard oneself
against positing the facile con-
clusion that Mitra is a
nist of art for art's sake. There
can be no question that all tha

Mitra had sought to deal with
is soctal reality.

1ISamir Dasgupta will be writing
regularly for the Daily Siar,
from India.

Ir_ldll'l'trenl of children.

relating to . ma

In response (o requesls [rom readers we are going
| to start a new column “Write to Mita® in our Friday
Magazine. This colymn will answer questions
. health, family
and interpersonal relationships. It will be run by a
trained and experienced Family
counsellor who will be assisted

law, social

and Marriage

by a professional
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kind of crigls is nol vrery uncommon among couples, and

there is no need to be alarmed. | advise

patience. and

conlinued communicaltion with your husband. Try 1o get o
the root of the matter and find out if there is any problem in

with friends etc. Sometimes the body's Waxl sugar

level goes down, irritation. | also suggest taking him
0 oy

checkup. Most of all be patient

team of doctor. psychologist and lawyer.
Please address letters 1o Mila, Daily Star, G.P.O Box-
3257 or o 28/1 Toynbee Circular Road. Molijheel,
Dhaka- 1000.

All correspondence will be strictly confidential.

Decar Mita,

| am a young mother of a 6 month old baby girl. She is our
first child and also the first grandchild of the lamily. My
problem is the over concern and unsolicited advice given by
rclatives, especially my in-laws, rfegarding her upbringing.
They insist on commenting on everything starting from
feeding, changing diapers or giving her a bath. | cannot do
anything without their interference.

This is making me tense, annoyed and at times rude o
them, which | later regret. What do | do ? Am | wrong to feel
this way ? Pleasc advise. - '

Tense Mother

Dear Tense Mother,

Mease do not feel gullty for reacting this way as many whe
read, your letter will sympathise and relate to your problem
[Taving a baby the first time, though a joyous experience, can
be in many ways traumatic, tension provoking and frustrating.
Adjusting to the changed family patterns takes time, and
patience. But remember, that advice is well-meant as nobody
means any harm to you or your baby. The baby being the first
grandchild in the family is the reason for the over-concern
and unsoliciled advice. They say what seems right to them. [t
is up to you lo take their advice or reject it. Whatever anyone

your husband will have the last say on matters

relating to your child. My advice is to read books on baby care
the . If the interference becomes

but firmly tell this is not the

to bring up your child. Discuss the problem with
not in a confrontational way, but as with a

Dear Mita,

I have been married for 10 years and have two children,
ages 7 and 5. My usually accommodating husband has put his
foot down on a maltcr which means a lot lo me. 1le Insists
that both our children go to the Bangla medium school while
| recally want them to go to an English medium one. Any
discussion on this matter is lcading to arguments and fights.
lic accuscs me of clitism, inscnsitivity and cven calls me
unpalriotic, while | think he is being unrcasonable, short-
sighted and downright silly. Plcase advisc, | am rcally at my
wil's end.

Dear Wil's End,

This is a tough one. Issues such as children’s education is
serious and of fundamental importance to the family.
Dicisions that you take now will have an impact on their
Juture, Such issues should not be resolved through [fights and
arquments but rather through careful planning, discussions,
and a thorough knowledge of the merits and demerils of
both systems of education. The decision will depend on what
you want for your children, what you see your children
becoming, and most important, what is best for them. | advise
taking the help of those who are experts in lm:ﬁtllf.mcl:hﬂ.l
teachers, educalionisis, etc. Also talk to parents have
gone through similar situations. muttrywdaﬂeuudnn‘t
use this issue to setile other disputes between you and your
husband.

Dear Mila,

Aflter having lived abroad all my lifc, 1| am having a very
difficult time adjusting to being around all my rclatives here.
They may mean well, but | always find irying to avoid
them and their barrage of qucstions. These qucestions are
often personal and embarrassing. llaving lived a relatively
independent exisience until now, these questions make me
feel il at case and uncomliortable. llow do |1 avoid these
questions without giving cverybody the impression that | am
putling on airs just because | have lived abroad ? This is the
first time I've been to Bangladesh to live, and | am cager to

Decar Mita,
| have been married for 20

change which is causing

Dear Fed Up,

etc. Ofien people ap
psychological and physical

You have not glven me some basic
advise you: for example, how old is your husband, has any

change taken place in his personal or professional life lately.
ng mid life go through emotional.

___ﬂznudm mﬂlr:lrlnd?!hehﬂw pudeww_

ycars. My husband has always
been a kind and considerate person and we have a rcasonably

good marriage. Recently his bchaviour has undergont a
scrious problems between us. le has
bececome moody, irritable and snappy
casily and shouts at the children and the servants. | have iricd
many things but nothing | say or do satisfies him. Frunkly | am
alarmed by this behaviour as this is causing [rction, fights and
arguments between us. Pleasc ‘advise.

. e loses his temper

Yours.Foed Up

information (n order lo

changes which manifes:

make a good impression,

Dear Relatively Fed Up,

Yours, Relatively Fed Up

First | would like you to know that you are not the first or
the only one with such a problem. People returming home
after many years of living abroad often find themselves in such
a situation. In our society, where there is an over abundance
of well meaning relatives, being polite to everyone must be

difficult. The concept of privacy is not as well de
the West, and therefore we have these person

as in
questions.

From your letter it seemed thal you are ready to adjust and

reinleg

questions as casually as they

rate, which by itself is a very positive sign and will
help you to deal with the problem. | advise you
are meant. You will soon [ind that
in a few months the people will get used (o having
and those embarrassing questions will subside. [f t

to take these

around
persist

and become too personal, then you can politely refer them lo

your parents.

he annual Ekushey Book
; I ' Fair organiscd by the

Bangla Acadcemy, in
cooperalion with the
Bangladesh Book Publishers and
Distributlers Association, got
underway in the city on

Inaugurated by Prolessor M.
Innas AH, the three-weck long
book [air is part of the Bangla
Academy programme (o mark
the Language Movement silrug-
gle of 19562.

Every major publisher in the
country is represented at this
fair. Numcrous new books are
geared for publicatlion around
this time and it is said that
more books are sold at this fair

T than in any single period of the

A,
i Bangla Acadcmy alonc sold
about Taka 8 lakh's worth ol
books at last ycars book fair.
Many publishing houses par-
ticipating in the fair nrr.LEub-
lishing a number ol new titles al
this yecar's book fair. Among
them, Muktadhara alone is
bringing out some 70 new

Bangla Academy is publishing
10 new titles inecluding
‘Ferdousi’'s 'Shahnama' |, a six -
part serics of translation ef the
epic roctic work written by the
Persian pocl Ferdousi a thou-
sand years ago. The translation
was donc by Muniruddin Yousul.

With about 200 stalls, inchud-
ing 150 for books alone, this
year's book fair boasts the
largest number of stalls. There
are audio-video stalls selling

poctry recital and music cas-
| sctics and documentary video

—

Ekushey Fervour Starts with Book
Fair at Bangla Academy

casscttes. llandicralls, calen-
ders, dairics, posters, [lowers
and cven lapel pins conlaining

political slogans are being sold

by S. Y. Bakht

in various stalls. Food slalls and
hawkers displaying their wares

A number of NGOs including
Iangladesh Rural Advancement

on the lalr-ground can be found Council , Association of Devel-

scatlered all over the place.

Young book lovers converge on a stall en the opening day of the book fair at the Bangla
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P £ .E.-&I -
i by 3

opment Agencies in Bangladesh

F

| :
Just like you and |

and Comilla Rural Development
Acadenwy among them, also have
stalls displaying rescarch publl-
cations pamphlcts and
brochurces. Amncsty Interna-
tional s also represenicd at the
kur

Although this yours Inmk fair
is bigger than that of the last
{:nr. it coriainly could have

n betier organised. The Lair
ground al the Bangln Acalemy
premvises is quile unkompt,
with uneven grournd and s filled
with pot-helcs. Lighting is very
jrmsr and the sialls roukd hove
been made a litle momne atirne-
tive

ook [airs scem. 1o luwe o
scrence and congenial meo-
sphere unlike the hustle and
bustl scen In other kirs. Hook-
lovers perhaps comwee with an
open mind o browse thamgh o
wiche viiriely of hooks on displa
amndl lnd the onds they wonalel
roally like to reawd

Nowvels aud ety books an
popular among the readers anwd
scem o hawve @wewl sales,
cording 1o book scllers at 1w
fair. Children's books amel re
scarch-oricnted books on et
ical history arc also in gl
demand, they sald.

Books wrilten WOnK n
wrilters apparcntly (afl to
tract. buyers, as arc
somewhat unaware of the gual-
ity of women writlcrs, said
ceda Zaman, running the stall of
Ban sh Lekhika Sangha,
displaying some 300 books
written by about 60 members of
the women wrilcrs’ associalion.

"People scem relctant o buy
books writlen by women wril-
ers, we Micrally have lo con-
vince them about the quality
and urge them to buy our
books,” explained Mrs. Zaman,

Jhersell a wril er and a member

of the association.

llecause of the prevalling
democratic air in the country,
publishers are predicling that
salcs at this ycars book [air are
likcly to be be much higher
than those of the last year. "Last
yecar's salc was not so good at

the fair, because of the
Mwnu-tM“

coninue till 25 February and
will remain open from 3 p.m. lo
8 p.m. everyday exceptin
days. On (he Fridays, hours
would be from 11 a. m. 1o 8 p.
m. with a rceess for prayers
from 12-30 p.m. t0o 2 p. m.

Al a time when publishers
are hcard lamenting about the
limited and declining rcader-
ship, book [airs grcatly help ac-
quaint rcadcrs with ncw books
crealing new readership. Judg-
ing [rom the succss book lairs
have cnjoyed in pasl years,
more book fairs should be or-
ganised around the year. And
nol just in Dhaka, book fairs
should be arranged in other o

tics and owns as well
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