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Israel's Game

While the weslern powers, es
United States, have been pra
"restiraint” in refraining from unchir:f ‘3
counter-attack on Iraq, Tel Aviv has slart

iding some clear hints as to what ltvmecls
rom Lhe currenl Gull conlflict. In other s, it

is l{;amlli a price tag to its so-called restraint, as
Mitis ﬁn{ the wor

a great favour.

In a stalement issued on Monday, an Israeli
oflicial spokesman has called upon the
international community and the United States to
withdraw their recognition of the Palestine
Liberation Organisalion (PLO) as the e
representative of the Palestinian people, in view
of the support extended by PLO to . In the
same statement, Tel Aviv has reallirmed its
opposition to the holding ol an international
peace conference on the Middle East which
would be participated in by all parties concerned,
including the PLO as the spokesman of the
Palestinian gcu le. The aim of the proposed
conlerence which has been endorsed by the UN
Security Council is to work out a comprehensive
solution of the Middle East problems. such as the
withdrawal of Isreal from |occupied Arab
lerritories, the creation ol a Palestine state and
the securily ol all national borders, including
those of Isreal.

In reject the idea of this international
conference, Tel Aviv has again ollered to discuss
and sign separate securily treaties with its
neighbouring Arab stales, based on one it already
has with L.

Tel Aviv's counter-proposal primarily serves its
own interest, no more and no less. It offers no
solution for the Palestinian Arab population and no

bility for the withdrawal ol Israeli occupation
orces from the Arab territories. But, without
paying any price, it asks [or guarantees for the
securily ol its borders [rom Arab countries.

On both the points .. the withdrawal of
recognition of PLO and the rejection of the
international peace conference -- Tel Aviv is all
wrong. We may criticise PLO for supporting Iraq
in the present conflict, but the organization's

ht to represent Lhe Palestinian people rests
solely on the support it enjoys among its people,
more specilically, within its parliament in exile.
The United States which had been engaged in
talks with the PLO in Tunis, now interrupted by
the Gullf war, ought to make it clear to Tel Aviv
that it has no intention of changing its policy in
this regard. The same goes for the international
peace conference on the Middie East which is
-NOW supg:-tcd by Washingion. Any attempt by the
United tes to move even a cenltimetler away
from this commitment would put the entire
multinational alliance in jeopardy, il not in
shambles. No matter how the Gull conlflict is
resolved, thro military deleat of Iraq or a truce
brought about by mediation of, say, Soviet Union
or France -- the Middle East will not be the same
again. The conventional US approach to the Arab-
Israeli crisis, one based on hesitation, a certain
amount of double-talk and private assurances 10
allies on both sides, will no longer work. It will
only further alienate the rulers of pro-US Arab
slales, especially Saudi Arabia and , from
Lheir own people and raise the level anti-US
sentiments in diflerent parts of the Middle Easl
and Asia. When this happens, no one will give
Washington any credit for standing up for justice
and freedom in the Gulf.

Books, Ekushey and
Academy

The Ekushey Book Fair got ofl te an unpleasant
start on Tuesday afternoon. The mcident helped
the event to be blown up in importance — in
terms of media coverage. In point of fact the fair
is quite an important event by itself and such
incidents can neither add to nor detract [rom its
true icance in our national life.

The Ekushey Boi Mela has been a vindication of
the pro-people and pro-culture positions in
tussles of broad national significance over and
over ain. Not only it comes as a [itltin
celebration of the great Laniuagf: Movement o
é?ﬁ? but it also is a part 19[ lhal mslémrlal lo llhe

-point programme ol the 1954 popular
awaizn.lng that swept away the [ounding fathers of
Pakistan and cleared the way for the politics of
lhe Bengalee people's sell-determination — the
Bangla Academy.

One among Lthe 21 demands on which the '54
elections were fought and won by the popular

halanx led by the trio — Fazlul Haq, Bhashani and

uhrawardy —was the conversion of the Burdwan
House — the then official residence of the Prime
Minister of East Bengal — into an academy
devoted to the promotion of researches into
Bengali language and literature. The institution
with such a momentous beginning over the years,
built up a record of not altogether unblemished
achievements. The Ekushey Book Fair instituted
in the wake of independence greatly helped
revive the popular connection of the Academy's
genesis. Once a year the whole of the societly
started converging on this living monument to the
Bengalee people's quest for their true identity so
much blurred by the relentless flood of lies by the
Pakistani occupiers. Three great things were
rolled into one this new national festival — a
book fair, the Academy and the Ekushey. And it so
clicked that in a matter of couple of years, it
became the great thing it now is.

With such a rich background the book fair can
however be only as rich or poor as our prevailin
situations in book production, cultural activity an
educational endeavours are. Things are not

capitally in any of these areas. As a result
while the bustle and din grows and the crowd
snowballs to a bursting point —the main issue, a
cultural resurgence through a catalysis worked by
books and a growing love [or the printed word
goes abegging. As a great national event bound up

the
or ils

lall
srael

with the remembrance of the 21st Februarz l} '
0

could be made into the grealest show on eart

books published in Bengali anywhere around the
world—which it is al present nol. And quite

gcartin:ntl it should be pointed out that
ladesh should hold at least another world-
size k fair devoled to displaying and selling the

year's best books in all the world languages,
especially English. English is the nation's seeond
language through which our nation can keep track
‘of all the literatures of the world which is
important for the nation's intellectual and artistic
nurturing and maturation.

|

‘N} Nile perch, East
' Alrica's lcading moncy

1 able method of preserving fish
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What is the Gulf War Really About?

n the surface the US dominated inter-
national alliance ra against Imq
to be holding firm. But, into the
third week of what President Saddam |lusscin
has dubbed the Mother of All Battles, sings of
crecping uncasc are alrcady beginning to
emerge in a number of world capitals involved

dircetly or indircetly with the war in the Gull.
The recent tion of the French
Defence Minister Jean-Plerre Chevenement
and cxpression of official Sovict disquict
aboul the dircction the war is taking have
brought onc erucial question into sharp focus -

what is Lhis war rcally about?

nt George Bush and Prime Minister
John would ne doubt find the question a
total non-issue. As far as they and their allies on
the batticfield arc coneerned, the war is about
implementing United Nations resolutions
for the liberation of Kuwait, with the use

Sinece then, a series of resolutions have been
passed by the UN Sccurity Council, starting
with one demanding an immediate Iragl
withdrawal [rom Kuwail, and cnding with one
sctting a deadline for, and authorising the use
of force "ncccssary” to effect, such a
withdrawal. In other words, the total cconomic
blockade imposcd on | by the UN was
adjudged to have been a fallure after only four
months, even though there was no shortage of
learned opinion claiming that it would take at
least 12 to 18 months for the sanctions Lo bile,
Quite obviously, was in a hurry, not
wishing to wait to s¢c il the blockade would

“indced work. Aflter having deployed such

massive fircpower In the desert against an
inferior, blockaded and isolaled encmy, the
pressure to unlcash that foree must have been
irresistible in Washington, London and Riyadh.

Diplomatic cflorts to solve the crisis turned
out to be mere sideshows to the real business
of preparing for war. Little wonder then, that
King llusscin ol Jordan, who probably put in
more cffort into the diplomatic fjcld than the
rest of Lhe players put together, has bitterly
lamented the extraordinary cnergy pul into the
war cffort as opposcd lo cfforts to find a
pcaceful solution.

War is now abroad, but the much trumpcted
short,sharp shock has flailed to materialise. It
was always assumed that Iraq's air force would
bc no match for the acrial armada pitted
against it, being outnumbered 4 to 1, as well as
being outclassed in aircraflt and wcapons
technology and pilot quality. A "non-contest”
was declared by the anti-lraq alliance cven
belore Lthe battle had begun, and the target to

astclul smoking of the

spinner [rom Lake Vicloria,
may soon bc a thing of the past
following the invention and
testing of a [fuclwood saving
kiln,

The kiln, built rom local
matcrials such as mud bricks,
tonsumes aboul 36kg of fucl
per 100kg of wet fish. Local
kilns, traditionally used by the
fishermen, gobble 100-150kg
of wood [uel per 100kg of fish.
The modcern kiln, therefore,

by Sabir Mustafa

After having deployed massive firepower against an inferior,
blockaded and isolated enemy, the pressure to unleash that force
must have been irresistible in Washington, London and Riyadh.

achicve was “air supremacy”, rather than your
everyday, mundanc “ailr superiority’ The
queslion cxcreising people’s mind then was: to
whal end would that supremacy be used 7

Hugifmlrrmtobpemrudc: od a
48 lo 72-hour blitz, a devastating kﬂ-nut
punch against Iraqi misstle and atreraft
capability, disruption of military command,
contrel and communications, and destruction
of Iraq's supply lincs to her troops in Kuwait.
That would have paved the way for a successful
anking aitack into Iraq, by-passing and

cutting ofl the¢ main body of Iragi garrisons in
Kuwait propcr. An cncirclement would ensuc

and a humiliating surrender enforeed, Icading
generals in n.;ﬁ.a to ponder over the defeat
and whether there was any rational reason 1o
persist with a lost cause. Whether Saddam
Hussecin remained in power or not would be a
maltter for the | army and the Arab Ba'ath
Socialist party lo ., not the Americans o
dictale.

Too simple ?7 perhaps. Dul Lhere was
undoubtedly a strong basis for viewing such a
sccnario as a plausible one. Isracl’'s destruction
of the Egyptian army in the Sinai in June 1967,
and her lightning strike across the Suez Canal
in October 20-24, 1973, resulting in tLhe
encirclement ol the 20,000- strong Egyplian
Third Army, had shown the results bold use of
armour could achicve when aligned to control
of the skics. However, those pinning their
hopes on a quick end Lo the conflict were
apparcnily expecting the US to concentratce
her overwhelming power on the singular,
limited objective of driving the iragi forees out
ol Kuwait.

The unlolding of Operation Descrt Storm
and Lhe targels assigned to it for destruction
have gonc a long way to reveal the existence of
a hidden, much wider US nda in the Gulf,
onc that is quitc separate from what the UN
resolutions had apparently sanctioned. Many
obscrvers in the Middle East had feared that
the US had a secondary objecctive in the
conflict, onc that runs contrary to widcer Arab
intcrests in particular, and to prospects for
[uture peacc and stability in the region in
general.

The paticrn of air strikes suggest that the U
S is aiming lo destroy not only Iraq's military
asscts, bul also its painfully built economic
infrastructure and industrial base. US military

commanders in Saudi Arabla have l'mlﬂly
boasted about having knocked out 28 per cent
of Iraq's clectricity generating capacity, with
more raids being launched 6n remaining power
slations. Bridge and roads in the west and
north of the country are being atiacked with
monotonous rcgularity, shattering Lthe ehvilian
infrastructure. There s Increasing
confirmation that widespread bombing of urban
areas are resulting in hcavy loss of civillan life
and property. The effect of such a long and
intensive bombing on a country ke
iraq would be to cripple its economy, and
throw its iIndustrial and infrastructural
development back by many ycars. The
strangulation of Iraq as a civillsed entity may
appeal to some in the region, particularly in
Tel Aviv, but it is most doubtful whether that
formed any part of UN recommendations.

Furthermore, the scale of Desert Storm has
raisced scveral questions concerning Lthe future
balance of power in the

In a politically volatile region armed to the
tecth, whose principal problems—the question
of Malestinian statchood—is still not even on the
negotiating table, the issue of balange is of
critical i nee.,

The destruction of Iragi military, including
its nuclcar, blological, chemical warfare (NIC)
potcntial is now a publicly stated US objective.
Two nuclear rcactors haye already been
damaged beyond repair (thoujth it is doubtful f
those reactors possessed the capacily to
producc wcapons-grade uranium), while
strikes are continuing to destroy lraq's
chemical weapons rnunu&c(uﬂn‘ capacily. The
aim is clearly Lo deprive lraq of weapons ol
mass destruction, not only for now, but for the
foresceable futurce . For the present, of course,
if US campaign against Iragi missilc launchers
and aircralt is successful, a chemical warhead
in Iraql hand would be as useful as an aircraft
carricr in the Swiss Nawvy | :

llowever, Iraq is not the only power in the
rcgion posscssing weapons of mass destruction.
Isracl is belicved to have a confirmed stockpile
ol nuclear and chemical weapons, togetl
with highly rcliable launch vehicles (US-built F-
15, F-16 and F-4 aircrall, indigcnous Jericho 11
missiles and a ballistic missile capable of
putting satellites into orbit). Iraq's acquisition
of a missilc and NDC capability had gonc some
way lo redress Lhe region's military balance

favour since 1967 (and rc -emphasiscd through
lewmlymmuh-nnh

i 5 C o lsrach power was a
one since it sought to threaten, for the
h_*hh-ﬂw-l'hqﬁ

Aviv the prospect of another k ;

Under the changed rm: ::n

policy of holding on 1o and cventually

colonising the epcupicd lerritorics of the West

Bank, Gaza, the Golan Heights and southern

Leh arsan b rame unicnable -
The tdea of 1 land for

peace and sccurity— establishment
Flhﬂhhnlhittnltl"hlm
peace treaty with frontline Arab states and the

PLO —was o take hold
beginning oven inside

However, with the destruction of Iraq's

military capability as well as potential, the most
serious threal o Isracl's sccurity since 1948

it is no wondcr that lsracl has so
refrained from overtly retallating to Irngt
missile attacks. It can aflord to sit,
satisficd that the US-led attacks are doing
]ﬂb;l would otherwise have had to undertake
itsell.

Many believe defeat of Irag—a logieal, but by
no means a ccriain outcome of the
conflict—will help 10 establish a new peace in
the region. But it is hardly likely to be ane
conducive to Arab intcrests, since lsrael's
sccurity concerns arc likely to recejve
overriding priority. The collapse of Arab power
could mecan a renewal of the Camp Dawvid
process, by which Syrta and Jordan will be
inviled 1o conclude bilatcral peace treatices with
[arael, lcaving the Palestinians In lh‘
wilderness yet again -

But that peacc is likcly 10 be an fllusory one,’
likc so many mirages in the Arablan desert.
The defeat and destruction of Irnq will pot
causc “good scnse and good lastic” 1o breakout
in Tel Aviv: on the contrary, it will give added
momentium o the zionist drive to establish

aler Isracl. On the other hand, Arab masses
rom Mauritania tlo Yemen will be left with a
fecling of anger and frustration for and
more wide-spread than ever before. It 1s a
lcthal combination, which can only holdout

prospect of further strife and instability in the
region.

The author is a [reelance journalist, formerly
Assistant Editor of the weekly Dialogue.

Nile Perch Kiln helps Save
East Africa’s Forests

by Deogratias Byabafumu

A new kiln for smoking the "monster'’ Nile perch found in Lake Victoria could well
help slow down the rate of deforestation in the three nations that border the Lake.
Tanzania, which helped develop the kiln with the British National Resources
Institute, is already using it and it may soon catch on in Uganda and Kenya.

savcs up to 65-75 per cent-on
fuel.

The kiln was designed by
J.F. Rogers and A.S Tariq, both
scicntists -from the British
bascd Nalional Resources In-
slitute in collaboration with
the Tanzania Fisheries Re-
search Instilule.

The kiln has already becn
introduced in Tanzania and il
is hoped that it will catch on
in Uganda and Kcnya. Like
much ol East Aflrica, all three
countrics arc suflering serfous
delorestation, much of it duc
to wasteful use of woodfuel,

Kilns for Nile Perch rare
necded most during the rains
when the volume ol fish surges
and flishermen have to smoke
their catch to save it [rom
spoilage.

Local kilns cannot stand the
ravages of the wet season and
their wasteful and ineflicient
usc ol firewood causes char-
ring ol flish. The fal embedded
in the fish belly miclts and
causcs oulbursts of flame. The
local smoking techniques also
resultl in further loss of the nu-
tritional values of the fish de-
spite flavour retention.

During the dry scason,
when calches are at their low-
cst, only minimal amounts of .
fish require smoking. This is
the most common and accept-

around Lake Victoria, which is
shared by the East African

Tanzania. Smoking is pre-
[crred to boiling and frying
which both consumc
amesints of wooed foel

The kiln inventors say in a
recent re that 50 pcer cent
ol the catches are landed be-
rween February and Mav—the

large

The wood aving Kiln

......
oo

states of Uganda, Kenya and

the lake alone, as

rainy months when [irewood is
difficult to obtain. Bad roads
also hamper smooth (ransport
ol products to the markets and
unless the fish arc properly
prescrved their shell-life of
aboul three weeks is much re-
duced,

On the Tanzanian side of
much as
15,000 tonnes of Lhe Nile
Perch catch is lost a year,
which corrcsponds to a landed
value of 3.6 million.

Nilc perch, the specics that
earned a bad namc for itsclfl a
[ew ycars ago for being a can-
nibal, dcpleting other specics
of lish in Lake Vicloria, has
gradully carncd a good rcputa-
tion as the only prolitable [ish
to come out of the Lake, the
sccond largest fresh water lake
in the world.

The perch, refcrred to as
the monsler of the Lake, is an
agile swimmer and a fast
breceder and was introduced
into the Uganda watcrs of the
lake in the late fiftics. Kenya
and Tanzania introduced it
later.

It has found a market in big
restaurants and hotels in major
cities in East Alrica and frozcn
fillets arc now shipped over-
scas. Oven-smoked cuts are
exported by Uganda. The Nile
perch skin is becoming a high-
valuc item [rem which hand-
bags, purses and bells arc be-
ing made.

The kiln was designed with
the reduction of firewood con-
sumption as the major objec-
tive, says John Rogers ol the
Natural Resources Instilute.
The inventors also aimed o
reduce processing time and

enhance the ability to carry out
smokingg in all kinds of
wealther.,

In order to mict these ob-
jeetives, two versions were de-
signed, one with a vertical Now
of air through the drying
chamber and anothcr with a
horizontal Mlow.

In main furnace structure of
the vertical kiln is made from
fired bricks with a mud mor-
tar, but sincc fired bricks arce
not rcadily available all around
the lake shorc in Tanzania,
dried mud blocks have bcen
uscd. Wooden struts are used
to supporl the arched brick.
work and blockwork until the
structure is complctely*dry.
The drying chamber is con-
structed from ccment blocks
wilh a sand and cemcnt mor-
tar.

The lire-door and ash-doors
arc construcicd [rom 6mm
and 2mm thick mild stecl
plates respectively. Fuelwood
is supported on a cast-iron
gratc.

The new kiln takes less
time to smoke the perch than
the loeal kilns. Processing
times are in the order of 11
hours for smallcr fish and 15
hours for larger fish, comparcd
to proccssing times of 18
hours and 36 hours for the lo-
cal kilns.

The reduced smoking times
allow operators to fulfil the
preparation, loading and un-
loading chores within a period
of 24 hours, fitting in m:F:wIth
the rcgular daily landing of
fish. — GEMINI NEWS.

Deogratias Byabafumu has
worked as a journalist in East
Africa and has taught editing
and design at the University of
Nairobi, Kenya, and al Mak-
erere University in Uganda. He

 publishes Uganda Farmer.
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struction of dispensaries
and procurement of medi-
packs for tea estales elc.
We have found EEC aid to
BTRP very ellectively and
fruitfully utilized as will be
evident from the improve-
ment in quality of our tea
over the past few years.EEC

court of auditors expressed

EEC aid to tea
industry

Sir, I am to draw your
kind attention to an article
entitled” How much does
EC Aid Help Bangladesh
Poor?" by Ben Jeckson
published in your esteemed
daily on January 27. In the
article mention has been
made about Bangladesh Tea
Rehabilitation Project [i-
nanced by EEC. | am Lo in-
form you that Bangladesh
Tea Rehabilitation Project
is being financed mainly by
ODA and GOB. EEC finance

amounting Lo ECU 6.6m
was given lo procure lea
machinery for BMR of ex-
isting tea factories. This
was done taking inlo con-
sideration the fact that Bri-
tish Aid was tied and tea
machinery were nol avail-
able in the UK. Out of this
6.6m ECU, more than
5.00m ECU has already
been utilized and the bal-
ance is being spent now for
work like construction of
roads /bridges in lea es-
tates, Infrastructure Devel-
opment of Bangladesh Tea
Research Institute, con-

their satisfaction at the uti-
lization of EEC project aid
in the tea estales.

The EEC aid was not
meanl for creating extra
jobs or for improving the
living conditions of the tea
workers.

The for which
the EEC aid was meant
have already been achieved
to the entire satisfaction of

the Tea Industry of

' Bangladesh. The best part

of EEC aid is it is not only
untied but also achieves its

goal by engaging bare
minimum number of over-
seas consultants, a positive
attitude of a very effective
donor. The article as pre-
sented does not reflect the
true picture of EEC aid in
the tea sector.

MS Rahman,
Dy Director (Planning),
Bangladesh Tea Board.

Reading for pleasure

Sir, It is a wonderful
hobby lo cultivate reading
for pleasure. One does nol
only acquire a storehouse of
knowledge. bul spends
his /her spare Ume in a very
useful way.

There are books on a
aumber of iInteresting
wpics, like gardening,

there are more useful

topics like how to develop
one's skill, how to be more
articulate, to be more so-
cial, to develop the quali-
ties of being a team leader.

Famous biographies give
insight to greal personali-
ties and the successes they
achieved and, most impor-
tantly , inspiration to the
reader.

Books on animal provide _

us with information about
the habits and behavioural
patterns of different ani-

mals, some of which we
adore as pets.
Thus reading is in a

number of ways a very good
habit . Bul books on variety
of such interesting subjects
are less published here. |
urge both wrilers and pub.
lishers in this regard.

Selina Rahman,
Maghbazar,
Dhaka.
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More Cause for
Restraint

Whalever Lthe crimes « '
Saddam [lusscin, Americans
and their allies have ne quarrel
wilh his people nor any wish
o devastate Iraq's cities,
whether ancient or modern.

General Colin  Powell,
chairman of thc Joint Chiefs of
Stall, has correctly stressed
his concern for sparing lives of
innocent civilians and avoiding
damage to irrcplaccable cul-
tural and religious sites. Bul
this calls for determined repe-
lition, since cxpcrienee caon-
firms thalt zeal can overwhelm
scruplc in conducting acrial
allacks.

With masicry of the air al-
most assurced in the Gull war,
there is no cxcuse for bombing
citics, rcligious shrincs or
rcnowned archeological sites
scaltercd through Meg-
sopolamia. Sometimes by de-
sign, somctimes by chanee,
military largets arc oflen close
to ancient ruins. There is an
Iraqi air bas ncar the S riéay
city of Ur, the very'é r'-
civilization and birthplace ‘of
Abraham. '

The Assyrian capital ‘of
Nimrud is ncar the arms
planis and airficlds of Mesul
the remains of ancient Babylon
arc on the Euphrates, 60 miles
south of Baghdad, not far from
the Iiskandariya war facility.
Samarra, with its greal mosgue
and golden dome, is also the
sile ol a weapons plant.

A singlc misfired bomb
could oblitcrate these or hun-
dreds of other ancienlt monu-
ments, some sacred o Shilte
Muslims, othcrs uncxplered by
scholars sccking clues to the
cmergence of cilies, art and
wrillen history around J0000.C.

General Mowell's good in-
icntions are welcome, bul the
prool will be in Lhe precision
and rcstraint of the allied ar-
mada. During World War 1l
General Eisenhower urged
respect for cultural treasu
yct the unlortified .bbfyﬂ:
Monic Cassino near Naplcs was
bombed o bits, :

The conflict in the Gl s
nol a total war, and those plot-
ting largels should know that
their errors may bc remem-
bered long afler Saddam |lus-

scin is forgotien.
~—The New York Times,



