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Dhaka Day by Day
Vending Beauty on

A thing of beauty is a joy

These flower vendors mostly sil on corners

of a busy peint of the

city hoping to snarc
the passerby. The
Mlowec

limited in variely —
only rajanigandhas,
roscs, and marigoids
— but together they
make a lovcly combi-
nation of red, white
and gold.

Rajanigandhas arc
usually kept in a buck-
¢t 10 keep them [resh.
The roses arc kepl in
discarded milk pow-
der cans with the
marigolds, o make a
typical two-colour
bouquet. The mari-
golds arc woven inlo
garlands, and hung in
rows so thal they are
visible [rom afar.

The waysidc florist
docs not have a posh
shop in any of the ex-
pcnsive arcas ol the
city but he is doing
thc same thing as his
fancicr countcrpart, | &
only at a much checap- ¥

forcver, gocs Lhe
saying. The sight of fresh flowers on the foot-

path, ean be a most delightful surprisc togeth-
redolent of the best memorics

Wi and a palctic of glorious hues radiating DBanglad

The wm Norists of present-day Dha-
ka, are providing relicf frem Lthe nagging
gery of urban lfe. They gift us a breath of fresh

e
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by Sabah Chowdhury

drud-

the Wayside

arrivee from across the border through the Jes-
sore roule maki
ples of “blackmarket flowers™ in the world.

Flower trade is itsell only
esh. Onec it used to be entirely import-
ed but the local growers have caught up re-
cently. The Jessore supplicrs are, however,
carrying on undampencd. With the [llowers
have come the florist shops, brightly lit and

them onc of the few exam-

a few years old in

air-conditioned even, but the lootpath llorists

cr

cnicred this trade

rather recently afler an unhappy stint at wail-
tables in a shanty calery, provid-
cd some intcresting insights, sitting on the
Dhanmondi roadside. He said most ol the ra-
and rosecs are cultivaled at Savar
and Manikganj. Some of the "beller” varictics

'Newspapers can hasten |

ing on rickety

janigandhas

Abu Miah, who has A flower vendor ;rranging his merchandise.

— Star Photo

arce still holding their own.

Abu Miah's rajani-
gandhas arc sold at
Taka 3 a stick. A bou-
quct of rajanigandhas
and roses, necatly
wrapped up to make
an ideal gift for some-
onc very special, costs
somcthing between
Taka 20 and 25. His
weckend  sale s
around 500 to 600
Taka. But thc average
day brings in bctween
Taka 200 and 250.

Flowers arc now
part of the wedding
cercmony, the birth-
day party, milads and
oflicial eccremonics,
Bridal suites are
sweetened up with
Mlowers too.

Abu Miah decided
to lake to this proles-
sion as the work is
not very taxing com-
parcd to his last job
and the returns arce
good too. People pre-
fer to buy flowcrs
from him rather than
the smart shops for
obvious Trcasons.
"Resides  earning

moncy | am serving socicty in another way also.
I decorate this city of dust and concrete with
beauty,” said Abu Miah proudly. And who can
disagree with a florist of the footpath holding
forth on the acstheties of the flower trade ?

democratic transition'

Awami League presidium
member Dr. Kamal Hossain has
said newspapcrs can play a vi-
tal role in transition to democ-
racy by crcating hatred for au
locracy.

lic was spcaking at a scmi-
nar on "dcmocracy and our
ncwspapers” al the Dhaka
University Tcacher-Student
Ccnire on Tucsday. The scmi-
nar was organiscd by Dhaka
University Journalists Asso-
cialion.

in his kcy-note paper Prol.
Emajuddin Ahmed, former
pro-Vice Chanccllor of Dhaka
University, said conscnsus is a
basic factor in democralic so-
cicty. As an important social
institution ncwspapers can
play a great rolc to this eflfect,
hc said,

Hic said ncwspapers are nol
the mouthpicce of the domi-
nant class only but also of the

papcrs can help in upholding
cultural and social values.
Nowspapers should create ha-

By Staff Correspondent

tred against those who work 1o
destroy social values, be said,
The former pro-Vice
Chancellor said rule of law is
an imperative for the success
of a democratic system. Loyalty
o rule of law rather than o an
individual has to be cnsured
and ncwspapcrs can rosc con-
sciousncss of pcople in this

Iic said accountability is the
cssence of democracy. In a
dcmocratic syslem ncwspa-
pers as well as political partics
work under some agrced
norms, he said.

Dr. Kamal Hossain dec-
manded immediate transfer of
former president Ershad o
the Central Jail. Relerring (o
Article 27 of the Constitution
he said all citizens arc equal in
the eye of law. He said special
arrangement for Ershad is a
violation ol the Constitution.

Dr. Kamal said successful
transition to democracy is not
possible il the socicly cannol
be cleaned of fllegal arms and
black moncy. llc said proces

sions in suppori of Ershad do
not demonstratc his popular-
ily.

e said slightest deviation
from the joint movemoent

would be a betrayal to the mar-
Lyrs.
Barrister Nazxmul Iuda, a
member of the BNP advisory
council, said Jatiya Party dared
to participatc in the polls as
there was disagrcement among
the main partics on the trial of
Ershad. He said those who are
responsible for killing democ-
racy have no right to enjoy the

fruits of dcmocracy.

Zahirul Huq, President of
Dhaka Union of Journalists,
said newspapers could not ful-
il pcople’'s expcctations as
there still exist Special Powers
Act and Printing Presses and
Publications Act. lle said
Special Powers Act is not nec-
essary for detaining Ershad.

Dhaka Universily Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Moniruzzaman
Miah was chicl gucst at the
scminar
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Brazil-World X1

soccer match on

| TV tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Television  will
telecast on Friday morning at
10 am the exhibition match
between Brazil and World XI
held on October 31,1990 lo
cclebrate the 50th birthday of
soccer king Pele at the Milan
city.

The match was sponsorcd

by I’epsi Cola.

Stars players like Rog-.. i

Milla, Careca took part in tHal

match.

TV Thursday

5-00 Opening and recitation
from Al-Quran

5-20 Ncws in Bengali

5-30 Khelar Jagat : Sports
lessons

5-66 Comedy f[ilm scrics :
Mork And Mindy

6-20 DParichay : Duscussion
programme

7-20 Jibaner Alo : Islam in
day to day life

7-50 Programmc summary

8-00 News in Bengali

8-40 This Weck's Drama :
‘'Chhoto Chhoto Dirg-
haswas' written by
Imdadul llaq Milon and
produced by Fakhrul
Abedin.

10-00 News in English

10-30 Mini Serics : 'Spear-
ficld's Daughicr’

11-30 News

25.66 trillion
cft. gas reserve
in Bangladesh

The country was an estl-
maled gas rescrve of 256.66 ril-
Hon cubic foet in 17 gas fAclds.
Nine of the gas fields have
been discovered between 1972-
1990, reporis BSS.

This was disclosed at a
workshop on ‘coll potential of
casicrn part of Bengal basin’
hcld Wednesday. Mr | U Malik,
Additional Secretary, Minist
of Energy and Minecra
Resources Inauguraled the
workshop jointly organiscd by
the Bangladesh [Pelrolcum
Institute (BP1) and NORAD. Mr
Lutful Matin, Chairman,
Petro-Bangla and Mr Gia-
suddin Ahmed, Director B
also spoke at the inaugural
scssjon, according to a "D
handouL

The speakers opined Lhal
the castern fold belt was nol
only a gas province bul also a
rmlpu:uh: arca for oil and
iquid hydrocarbons.

The speakers disclosed that
the country had been producing
on an average 500 milhon
cubic fcet of gas, 900 barrcis ol
condensate and 300 barreis ol
crude oil per day meeling uplo
70 per cent of our total com-
mercial encrgy requircments.
This saves annually Taka 1600
crore in forcign exchange, they
further said.

Dr K Narayan, Petroleum
Adviser of Norwegian Pet-
rolecum Directorate, Mr Atle
Austegard, Associale Mrofcssor
of Norway Durgen University,
Dr Sayycdul Araflin and D K
Guha, Chicl Scientific Officer
of the Bangladcsh Pewoleum
Institute, took part in the dis-
cussion and highlighted the
geological structures and re-
gional analysis of oil potential
of the eastern folded belt of the
Bengal basin.

Over 3,500
Bangladeshis

L - L

still in Kuwait

More than 3,500 Bangla-
dcshi nationals still living in
Kuwait have formed a voluntary
organisation to render emer-
geney serviee to the commu-
nity, reports UNB.

The organisation namcd
"Bangladeshi Community
Kuwait™ has also sct up a medi-

cal team with members [rom
the community, residents told

a visiting Corrcspondent

Metropo

Chancellor
Muniruzzaman Mia demanded
immediate recovery of fllegal
arms
University campus for restora-
tion of congenial academic at-
mosphcre.

arms was stressed
gtion which called for appre-
hending and putting on trial
thosc involved In Lhis regard.

litan

Supporters

DU team calls

of Kader Siddiqui went on a token hunger
Club on Wednesday. They demanded his immediate release from detention.

on Shahabuddin
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strike in front of the National Press

— Star phete.

Plea to recover arms

from varsity campus

A 17-member delegation of

Dhaka University comprising
tcachers, syndicate mcmbers,
provosts and student lcadcrs
called on Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed al
the P'resident’'s Sccrctariat in
Dhaka on Tucsday, rcporls
UND

The delegation led by Vice-
Pro M

[rom the Dhaka

Delegation members also

urged the Acting President to
take steps for recovery of fille-

gal arms so Lhat the Fcb 27

polls can be free and fair.

The nced for uncarthing
the sources of supply of ilicgal
by the dcle-

The " delegation included,

T &T officials asked
to check overbilling

GAZIPUR, Feb 6: Presiden-
tinl Adviscr in-charge of the
Ministries of Communication,
Post and Telccommunication
ABM G Kibria stressed the
nced for modernisation of
telecommunication
management for the socio-
cconomic development of the
country, reporis UNB.

He was addressing the

(rainees, trainers and other -

concerned officials of the T&T
Board at the Tclecommunica-
tion Stafl College in Dhaka on
Tucsday.

A training course for 31
Assistant Dircctors has begun
in the college. A total of 939
officers have been provided
training in the stafl college
since its opening in 1980,

“ In his address, Kibria urged
the ofllicials and employees for
rendering proper scrvices to
the subscribers and to check
over billing and other bottle-
nccks within the shortest pos-
sible time.

 He sought coopcration of all
to maintain law and order for
fair holding of the Sangsad
clection.

Additional

Sceretary in-

joined Awami Leaguc,

charge of the Ministry of Post
and Telecommunicalion

Enamul liaq, Chatrman T&T
[3oard, SI khan and Direclor
General of the college spoke
on '‘he occasion.

Later, the Adviscr went
round diffcrent sections of the

college.

BAKSAL leader
joins AL

BAKSAL central lecader and
party's Gopalganj District

President Sheikh Mohammad |

Kamrul Islam Raich Tucsday
met Sheikh Hasina at
Bangabandhu Bhaban and
rcports
UNDB. -
According to a parly prcss
relcase, Awami Leaguc nomi-
nce for Boalmari-Alfadanga-
Madhukhali seat in Faridpur
Abdur Roufl was infurcd seri-
ously in a road accident in the
cily :
Sheikh Hasina wenl to sce
the condition of Roul undcrgo-
ing treatment at Upasham
clinic here.

By Staff Correspondent

Dry wecather will

prevail over Bangladesh on Thursday.

Night temperaturc fcll by onc to three degrees Celsius on
Wednesday in most places. It is likely to fall further by one to

two degrees Ccelsius tonigh

t (Thursday).The country is under

the grip of a mild cold wave. It is likcly to continue for the
next 24 hours commencing six in the evening, Wednesday.
Tempcraturc rose by one to four degrees in Sylhel, Hatiya

and Kulubdia. Tempera

ture in Srimangol, Comilla, Chandpur,

Feni and Satkhira remained nearly unchanged.

Outlook for subsequent two days : Bad weather likely.

Extended outlook for another five days : little change.

The lowest minimum temperature in Dhaka was 14.5 de-
grees Celsius while the country’s lowest temperaturc 10.6
degrees Celsius was recorded at Rajshahi.

The tempgrature and humidity recorded in important ci-
ties and towns of the country on Wednesday were:

L

Cilics /TownsTemperature (in Cclsius) Humidily (in per-

9 am 6 pm
76 54
83 53
83 53
80 57
82 63
76 62
81 61
79 63
68 48

Minimum tempcrature of some international cities:

centagce)

Maximum Minimum
Dhaka 25.8 14.5
Chitlagong 27.4 14.6
Rajshahi 26.3 10.6
Khulna 26.5 13.8
Bogra 27.7 12.4
Rangpur 24.7 12.4
Dinajpur 25.7 10.7
Mymcnsingh 25.5 10.6
Cox’s Bazar 25.4 16.8
Calcutta - 15
[Banghkok ; 21
Delhi : 9

Belfing : )

among others, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor Dr Wakil Ahmed,
Proctor Kamrul Hasan Chow-
dhury, DUCSU General Sccre-
tary Khairul Kabir Khokon and
other lcaders of the AP'SU.

The studcent lecaders, who
dcmanded immediate trial of
ousted President Ershad and
his ministers, pledged their
full co-opcration with the au-
thorities in making the cam-
pus frce from illcgal arms.

The Acting President told
the delegation that his intcrim
government alrcady initiated a
drive to mop up illegal arms
and would welcome co-opera-
tion from all quarters for its

SUCCCSS.
Ile said that this adminis-

trution was totally committed
to holding a free and fair clee-

Ltion.
Juslice Shahabuddin said

sccourity forces,
armed police, ansars and BIDR
would be deployed in cach of
the country’'s 24,200 polling
centres to ensure peace and
order during the polls.
I3csides, mobile units com-
prising the armed forces and
BDR would be deployed at
probable troublc spots in each
upazila under a first class mag-
istrale to intervene in the
cvent of breach of peace.
Justice Shahabuddin sa
this time the armcd lurees
would comc spccifically to

P

including

l'nt.l? the civil administration to
ntain peace and discipline

during volings.

The Acting President said
trial of the accuscd persons
would follow compiction of in-
vestigations and submisstion of
charge sheets.

Reiterating his  govern-
ment’'s neutrality, the Acting
President sald the coming
clections are going to be free
and fair in which all parties
have been allowed to partici-
pate.

—

l Irag!

i

bl
] [E[i
; ii

i
|
f

g
i
1

}
|

had. reports BSS.

in a joint statement, the
Janadal leaders said Moha-
mmad Shamshad was arrested
on charge of hﬂnﬂ out
decmonstration In r ol
President Saddam
Husscin.

Mohammad Shamshad has
been given detention for enc
month, a Janadal press releasc
bl
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