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The Arming of Iraq

While it has become fashionable to suggest ten
different reasons for the start of the Gulf War and
ten different ways for ending it, few would admit
the unpalatable truth that it is the West which is

as well as Baghdad's militaristic posture towards
the region. To put it differently, the current Gulf
conflict is essentially the product of the arms
race in which Iraq managed to stay ahead of
others with the help of the industrialised West,
East European countries, The Soviet Union and

A report published by this paper on Sunday on

, under the appropriate title, "Rich
for the Merchants of Death", presented
the facts to back the writer's assertion—
which is now ours—that had the outside world,
the West, seen the danger of putting so
much and so sophisticated arms in the hands of
Iraq, Baghdad might not have developed its
enormous capacity for invading Kuwait,
threatening the Saudi Arabia and then
confronting the West and the international
community. These arms were not given to Iraq as
a military aid to beef up its defences against an
unknown enemy. These arms were sold, as in any
commercial deal, for profit. with the bidders

competing among themselves to get the highest
orders

Not surprisingly, over the years, the Soviet
Union sold to Iraq around $10 billion of arms,
France around $ 5 billion, Britain over $1 billion
and the United States over $5 billion. West
Germany provided the most sophisticated
technology in upgrading Baghdad's missile
capability, in building shelters and in setting up
plants which can produce chemical weapons.

How many of these arms deals were negotiated
on government-to-government basis cannot yet
be listed. Obviously, such deals would take a fair
proportion. However, the race was kept up by the
private sector, with or without the knowledge
and approval of the governments. In many
instances, private arms dealers broke their own
national laws. Here, a number of German firmis
have turned out to be the worst offenders,
followed by France and Italy.

A commonsense view of the situation is, when
a country’s military capability is bursting at
secams, it is only a matter of time before it is
tempted to put this power to a test. Whatever
other factors influenced Iraqg's decision to invade
Kuwait, Baghdad's confidence in waging a long
battle was based on its own military might.

Does all this serve a lesson for the outside
world, especially the West? In principle, we are
all against arms race, especially when it invalves
the developing countries. Even in regions, such
as in the Middle East where the unresolved Arab-
Israel dispute provides the main reason for each

country arming itself to the teeth, something
should be done to curb the race. Since it is the
United Nations which has so far unsuccessfully
tried to resolve the Gulf conflict, it should be the
world body to take an initiative in this matter.
Indeed, it should be linked to the conference on
the Middle East, especially on the Arab-Israel
dispute, that the UN is committed to hold when
the Gulf war ends. In other words, a halt in the
arms race in the Middle East would be the best
guarantee for lasting peace in the region. And if it
can be done in the Middle East, it can be done in
South Asia, Africa and Latin America. Let us put
the merchants of death out of business.

Long Live the Mail

Our old friendly and once-dependable postal
service seems to be getting into more and more
serious trouble. Having lost, somewhat
grudgingly, part of its business to telegraph, cable
and telex services—almost in that order—over a
long period of time, it is now up against the
competition from fax and electronic mail. A letter
is no longer mailed but faxed. So, as the saying
goes, "Fax me your reply." So, one gets fewer and
fewer letters by mail and even the telex machine
which is not as cost-effective as the fax, lies idle
in the corner of your office collecting dust, while
the brand new sleek fax machine is placed next
to the word processor on the Secretary's table.

They say that this technological
communication revolution has finally reached
Bangladesh and that offices in Motijheel are
working more efficiently than before. We like to
think that this'is true, atleast partly. Does a
business query sent by fax gets a more prompt
attention than one despatched by registered
airmail or by a special courier service? Again,
being on the side of progress. our answer to this
too should be a positive one.

However, there is a price to pay for this
progress. Europeans have started complaining
that letters sent by ordinary mail—the only means
of communication for millions of people—are
taking longer time, while postal departments in
several countries are staring at red figures at the
bottom of their balance sheets. It is a pity. We do
want our good old postal service to survive and
even grow. After all, those who are young at heart
know that there is nothing nicer than scribbling a
few lines to a friend on a nice blue writing paper,
putting it inside a slightly perfumed envelope and
sealing it for mailing. Who would like to fax it?
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ENERAL amnesties and

" parieys are far

rom the minds of
Burma's ruling military council.
The commander-in-chief
reftera this after a renewed

crac n on political dis-
senters, student and monk ac-

tivists and allegations that po-

litical parties are planning .

with rebel groups to establish a
parallel government.
Gen. Saw Maung, the

ng State
Law and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC), said past
amnesties and peace talks
were not successful. He sees
no reason for renewed .
sures calling for a pohuurl:‘t
tlement to the 42- -old in-
surgency that was almost
together with independence
from n in 1948,

Analysts sald Gen. Saw
Maung came out with the
statement because of feclers
made by insurgent groups
through outside iIntermedi-
aries. Political parties which
won in last May's elections
were also calling for a political
scttlement of the insurgency
which has hampered develop-
ment for more than four
decades.

These political parties ar-
gue that military settlement
has failed even as the annual
defence budget has risen. Gen.
Saw Maung agreesthat insur-
gency was a political issue and
not a military one,

But he pointed ouit it would
be better for political parties —

ISE is being lost.

That is the fear of many in
{Vﬂt Papua, the homeland of
he famous bird of paradise,
who f[eel their country will
soon be desecrated if its In-
donesian masters continue
their plunder.

Now known to the rest of
the world as Irian Jaya - the
26th province of Indonesia -
West Papua occupies the west-
ern hall of the South Pacific
island of New Guinea, at the
castern end of the Indonesian
archipelago.

Thousands of people are
said to have been slaughtered,
forests are being cut down, the
soil is being depleted and wild
game is disappearing.

Since 1963, some 300,000
of the 1.2 milllon Papuans have
been killed in genocidal at-
tacks by the Indonesian Gov-
ernment, claims the London-
based Anti-Slavery Interna-
tional (ASI) in a new report.
The world's oldest interna-
tional human rights organiza-
tion, ASI was founded in 1839.

In the report entitled Plun-
der in Paradise, AS] claims
that: have been bombed
with napalm and other chemi-
cal agents, and leaders and po-
litical activists have been ar-
rested, tortured and often
killed by the military regime of
Indonesia.

Indonesia officially dentes
the allegations and in a letter
to the ASI has attacked the
new report as being full of
"slanderous allegations and
insinuations against the gov-
ernment and the people of In-
donesia, in total disregard of
all historical facts of my coun-

try.

Indonesia does not accept
the right of self determination
demanded by the West Papuan

- people since the island was

made part of Indonesia in
1963,

And many criticise the
United Nations for its seeming
compliance in the annexation.

Said Andrew Grey. a mem-
ber of AS] : "West Papua was
snatched away and handed

over by the United Nations by
not making any condemnation
of the proceedings of the Act
of Free Choice."

In 1963 the New York
Agreement between the
Netherlands and Indonesia de-
cided West Papua's fate. West
Papua was not consulted . The

Act of Free Choice was a refer-

tives —
to enter into bustness. He
sald he would not do so as a
state employee, which would
be criminal,

"It §s true that we had done
it in the past.,” he said. “But to-
day we do not subscribe to this
idea. We do not have a political
ideology or political party
background.” he added.

General amnesties were an-
nounced in 1963 during the
revolutionary council days of
Ne Win, in 1974 when Burma
returned o one-party constitu-
tional rule and in 1930. mark-
ing the successful congrega-
tion of all Buddhist religious
sects,

in 19683, the Kachin. Karen,
Mon, Shan. Chin and
Arakanese insurgent parties
seeking autonomy went to
Rangoon for talks which later
broke ofl. Talks with the then
pro-Chinese Burma Communist
Party — including delegates
from China — also bogged
down. It only took 10 dl}‘:f&
fore talks with the Trotskyite
"Red Flag" Communist Party
collapsed. v

Only the Karen Revolution-
ary Counecil signed a peace
agreement by 1965 There was
a second round of Lalks with
Kachin insurgents in 1972 but
that also [ailed as well as nego-
tiations in 1980-81.

In 1980, during the rule of
the recently deposed one-
party regime of the Burma So-
clalist Programme Party, talks

settlement of the 42-year-old insurgency

were held with the Burma
Communist Party. Butl it eol-
lapsed as the demands for the
recognition of the party, its
liberation army and lMberated
arcas totally unacceptable to
the government.

Now the ruling military
junta readily says that commu
nist and other rebel groups are
ou!l to destabilise the govern-
ment. Even foreign elements
are involved, aceording to the

government.
SLORC First Secretary Khin

Nyunt, in a lengthy press con-
ference last month, named
names for the first time. He
salid a second secretary of the
American Embassy. Keith Rig-
gin, provided the diplomatic

uch to a lecal dissident for

s communications with in-
surgents in Thailand.

He said that in the very re-
vent past, Martin Adams, also
from the American Embassy.
had contacts with political par-
ties as well as dissident monks
and students.

At one point, Nyunt, who is
also the director ol Defence
Services Intelligence, also
hinted that some countries
were even arming the insur-

gcnts at the borders. He did
not elaborate.

For the first time since the
SLORC came to power, India
was mentioned. He said In
1988, during the pro-demoe-

racy movement. an émbassy
provided . including

financial. to some students to
create disturbances and to et

others go underground.

"T'Iu' t embassy is from a
neighbouring country, the In-
dian embassy to tell you

frankly.” Nyunt said.

Nyunt said that all insur-
gents talk about democracy
while instiga disturbances
instead. He some political
parties, including the National
League for Demoecracy. also
have links with insurgent
groups.

The NLD won majority of
the votes in last May's elec-
tions but, along with other
elected candidates, has yet to
come to power., A legislature
has not been al to con-
vene over the insistence of the
SLORC that a Constitution
must first be ll::r(nd voted in
a referendum and approved by
itself.

Together with the illegal

New Report Chronicles
Agony of West Papua

by Mercedes Silva

- West Papua, known to the world since 1963 as Indonesia’s 26th province of Irian
Jaya, has been the scene of mass slaughter and brutal occupation, a new report
charges. In a biting condemnation of both Indonesia’s annexation of the island

nation and the United Nations' co
International organisation details Indonesian atrocities.

mpliance, the respected Anti-Slavery
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endum held in 1969 to find
out if the Papuan population
was happy with six years of In-
donesian government.

“The Papuan people's opin-
ions, hopes, fears and aspira-
tions were not represented,”
says the ASI report.

Despite proofl of local rejec-
tion of Indonesian rule, the
United Nations not only agreed
with, but supervised. the ref-
erendum process. It went
against all rules established by
the international body. The
poll was not free and universal,
and UN observers were kept at
a distance,

UN Representative Fer-
nando Ortiz-Sans, in charge of
the supervision of the 1969
poll, wrote in his report :
"When.... some elections took
place without the presence of
the United Nations observers.
| went so far as to suggest the
holding of fresh elections.” He
went on to report unrest and
petitions against repressive
government attitudes.

Only 20 per cent of the
polling stations were observed

by UN officers. "No doubt cer-

tain elements of the population
of West Irfian held firm convic-
tions in favour of indepen-
dence,” he concluded .

Despite the misgivings of
Ortiz-Sans, the UN gave its
stamp of approval to the In-
donesian presence.

With the communist lean-
ings of President Sukarno's
government. the United States
thought it bettér to ecomply
with Indonesian claims and
pressed for a "convenient” so-
lution. The United States is
reported to have lobbied, to-
gether with Australia. for the
approval of the poll as legiti-
maltc. "West Papua is a victim
of the Cold War," said Alan
Whittaker, editor of the ASI
report,

With growing protest
against the war in the Gull, the
Indonesian intelligentsia has.
for the first time, realized the
plight of the Papuans. A group
of anti-war activists has re-
cently released a document in
which they ask for the UN to
be consistent.

Natives of the island con-
sider the Indonesian presence

New Guinea: Divided island

b

as an "invasion of a free coun-
try,” says Papuan activist Vik-
lor Kaisiepo, ‘son of Max
Kaisiepo, who participated in
negotiations with the Nether-
lands. Now living abroad, the
younger Kaisiepo is the coor-
dinator and the spokesperson
for the West Papuan Popular
Front, the diplomatic wing of
the Free Papua Movement
(OPM),

Says Kaistepo : "The OPM is
the mosquito, It belongs to the
place. It is buzzing there to
annoy and remind the Indone-
sians that West Papua is its
place. But the solution to the
problem will be through
diplomatic means.” ‘

Papuans want Indonesian to
leave the area, and to deal with
Papuans with respect for their
natural rights to the land and
its resources, .

Papuans are a Melanesian
people. Most follow local an-
imistic religions. and have
their own ways ol organising
society, politics and the econ-
omy.
Totally different from the
Papuans. Indonesians are Asi-

Nyunt said the Patriotie

Democratic Front and the

He said the Patriotic Demo-
cratic Front., which left the
Democratic Alllance Front. was

ers while for a paral-
lel government. Some of the

insurgents, he said. have car-
ried out their plans while
others were preparing to do
a0,

Nyunt said the dichard
Burma Communist Party is
basing its cadres in the ancten!

of Mandalay 0 estab
lish a Democratic Patriotic
Army. In Mandalay the com-
munists have formed commit
tees which use monks and
students to cause disturbances
last October.

Mandalay is an ideal base for
communists as monks and
student activists are strong

there. Nyunt said communists

atic. Musiim and already fully
integrated in a market econ-

Yet. Indonesians see West
Papua as theirs, an area from
which they can draw re-
sources. natural and human:
tumber, gold, copper, oil. land-
scape for tourtstic exploration,
cheap labour and land for
crops and human settlement.

Through the process of
transmigration. hundreds of
thousands of Indonesians are
|:if:inlt taken inin West irnan.
"They are trying to make us a
minority in our own land.” says
Kaisiepo.

Indonesia has some 150
million inhabitants - more that
half of the population of the
United States - crammed into
a territory that is about seven
times smaller.

Transmigration has brought
{ll health to both the local
community and the newcom-
ers as neither is immune to
the other's diseases.

Differences in the quality of
soil mean that e land in West
Inan is not suitable for inten-
sive agriculture. As a result it is
suffering and so is the whole of
the population settled in the
area,

The varfous international
companies operating in West
Irian provide little benefit to
the local population - Papuans
arc never called to take
either as coordinators or as

employees.

The ASI report will be
taken by Kaisiepo to the
United Nations, where he

hopes it will set off a new
campaign. Said Kaisepio: "We
need new [riends in this battle.
The only peaceful solution will
be achicved with the collabo-
ration of the UN and interna-
tional opinton.”

Until independence comes,
Papuans of West Irian are
siriving to ensure that their
territory, already greatly de-
pleted by the Indonesians, will
still be their generous mother-
land once their day comes.

"West Papua, | love thee,
thee gave me birth, | will die
for thee,” says the national an-
them West Papuans have
waited since 1963 to sing to-
gether, beneath their morning
star national flag. —GEMINI
NEWS

MERCEDES SILVA is a
Brazilian economist studying in
the Masters of International
Journalism programme at
London’'s City University.

o

Letters for publication in these columns should be .

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. |
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature-and
|_address.

More travel pieces
Sir, An inveterate trav-
eller myself, I have enjoyed
the travelogues written on

and quality of food is "oul of
this world.” Congratula-
tions! please give us more
travel articles.

Fujian Province, China and Star fan,

Malaysia. Both pieces gave Dhaka.

us insights into off-the

beaten-track places and in- Campaign and pro-
formation normally denied jection

us by travel agents. S Bari's Sir, I have gnﬁe through

piece on Malaysia was par- ), "oy d View' of the

We must be realistic. There will be losses,
there will be obstacles along the way, and war is

never cheap or easy.
—George Bush

The main weight of the military battle may be
Iraq, but the war will reach every struggler and
Jighter whose hand can reach out to harm

aggressors in the whole world.
—S8addam Hussein

u-l‘.'l.lh.l‘!}' useful as Hal‘.a}"lla. forthcomi liament

being a relatively close lls ]:1[% ]E:[quz An:g
neighbour, is within most  (published in your es-
people’'s ftravel budget. (eemed daily on Feb 2, ‘91)

"However, as a former visi-

tor to that beautiful coun-
try, I would disagree with
Bari's treatment of Penang
-—-as "case dismissed" with
one solitary paragraph.
There are lots of beautiful
spots to see (not within the
purview of this letter to

| mention) and the variety

with rapt attention. The
writer's endeavour can be
treated as a meticulous and
timely hit from which our
major political alliances
and parties can get a
deline to be hot on the
all of election campaign
in appro te manner.
I fully endorse his views
that if the leaders of the

Awami League (AL) and the

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) resort to mud
slinging (as they did in the
B?B rather than cnga%mg
emselves in projecting
ideas on which a stable
democratic institution can
be built, especially in the
aftermath of ousting an au-
tocrat, what they can hold
out to the people for a bet-
ter future?
ain, if it appears from
the implications of election
campaign or propaganda
that our :nde Irtlgence and
sovereignty in jeop-
ardy if a particular party is
voted to r or we may
revert to another autocratic
regime if its. arch-rival
es the leadership, then
how can we expect that our
voters are not going to
make another mistake this
time?

Md Atiqul Karim,

Zigatola,
Dhaka.

Coins of Bangladesh

Sir, The asticle in your
column "Dhaka Day by Day”,
about coins a lot
of information about the

state ol coins in our coun-
try.

It is a pity that coins are
fast disappearing from ev-
eryday use. The reasons are
manifold, one of them, of
course, paper money Iis

easy lo carty

We agree to the reasons.
Bul coins are a of our
heritage; and now that they

are going out of existence _

we should make all efforts
to preserve them (the ones
hitherto in use).

The rightful place for
such things is the museum.
I hope the authorities do
take note of it and also the
connoisseurs before it is
late .

Nahar Banu,

Khilgaon,
Dhaka.

Electioneering

Sir, Elections had been
held several after in-
dependence, bul not of
that could be called
bﬁ,a“d large. This time
alter much of waiting and
sacrifices we¢ are heading
for one under a neutral In-
terim government. Appar-

ently it must be a free and
fair election, if any influ-
ence or overpowering is
adamantly kept at bay.
People also are ready to
cooperale in the process of
making the so much ex-
ted polls truely free and
ir. But many of them nat-

urally might apprehen-
sive of anything untoward
brewing from the extreme

opposition of contending
candidales or parties to
each other.

Incidents, even clashes
are natural during election-

|

|

eering when parties or |
ca.ndbﬁalen campaligning lor

themselves do campal

for ls .
al must not be allowed {0

become extreme and con-
tained spontaneously by the
c ralive public.
pefully there Is a code

of conducl. Political par-
ties, candidates and their
supporters must abide by
that in the fmu:l interest
of the public expectation.
And thus only we can
achieve a Ltransition o
democracy.

Muster Zahir Ahmed,

Rangunia,

Chittagong.
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But dichards, according to
Nyunt, are determined to con-
tinue the communist armed

strugge. —Depthnews Asia

Troops from mere than 15
countries, backed by stern au-
thority of the United Nations,

began to fight Iraq in the first
post-Cold War war. They share
goals that are both limited and
lasting : to drive Saddam Hus-
sein out of Kuwait. and in the
process to establish a "new
world order.”

Reality has not fully lived up
to the rhetoric. The over-
whelming majority of combat
forces are L one coun-
try. the United States. Deci-
sion making has also been
mainly American. But these are
quibbles. What remains ex-
traordinary about the war to}
evict Saddam from Kuwait i
that the international alllance
endures. Never before has the
world been so united on the
same side of a major conflict.

Whether that opportunity
can now be realized
on the future conduct of the
war and on the shape of the
eventual peace. Americans
must take care to let neither
short-run domestic political
calculations nor passing mili-
tary convenience deprive them
of this bright hope of peace
backed by a successful example
of collective security.

"New world order” is an un-
fortunate phrase, reminiscent
of Nazi sloganeering. But what
is now Wwithin reach is a way to
give it a positive new meaning.
A practical, cooperative system
can address the needd of peo-
ple as well as states. It can deal
with issues like the environ-
ment and human rights as well

as aggressijon.

Nevertheless, the most im-
portant military and economic
powers will play a central role, =
Today that means principally
the United States. Japan,
Germany and the Soviet Union.
and secondarily other mem-
bers of the European Commu-
nity. China, Korea, !ndia and
Drazil

They have wide differences.
The United States, for exam-
ple. has a | commitment
o the security of Israel. En-
ropc and Japan would like to
see an overall Middle East
peace agreemenl usher in new
opportunities for investment
and trade. The Soviet Union
and China are mainly inier-
ested in presérving their scals
at the big-power table, nol in
establishing new international
codes of conduct. And Arab
members of the coalition
against Saddam Hussein, hav-
ing bravely broken with na-
tionalist dogmas, need o show

mnﬁu peace. And the
peace is basced on
justice and stability.
Iindulging L-' s ﬂ::

woul

s s o -
The Cold War era knew anly
the absence of war. Peo-

fm-- finer prospect : peace,
—The New York Times



