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Colouring in the Magic

Fayza Haq
Ortental and carpets invariably spcll magic  up at least
mdmhr;m-lhmlhn hl:::nth‘h The carpets
that a Dhaka rickshawpuller, Abdul Rashid, 42,
takes to repainting and renovating carpets to carn
al the Shegunbagicha shop
where jute is are |
"Joured. A designed carpet
15 feet by 12 feet will be |

renovated for Th. 1080. The |\
way paining is done the 'y
mmﬂnmm :

foran extra3-4 years. [y !

Abdul Rashid who
works for 8 hours a day, ull
five in the evening, does
nol labour on a daily basis.
At the most he will put in B
15 days a month, as there
is not enough work to keep
him employed in the carpet
shop. For the rest of the 15
or 20 days Abul Rashid is a
rickshawpuller or even a
cart puller.

“First we beal and get
rid of the dirt for about
three hours. Next we clcan
it with soap powder. When
the carpel is dry we begin
the painting. A carpet may
take 20 (olasof paints. This
is bought at the Chowk
Bazar. We use mosuy red,
blue or green paints,” in-
forms Abdul Rashid.

.....

to school.

Museum in name of

Zobeda proposed

Speakers at a memorial dis-
cussion Monday paid rich
tributes to Mrs. Zobeda
Khanam and recalled her re-
markfble contibutions to the
development of juvenile litera-
ture, reports BSS . .
They proposed naming a l-
brary or a museum after
Zobeda Khanam. A cultural
function based on the compo-
sition of Zobeda Khanom was
also held .

"Zobeda Khanam was a wor-
thy successor to Begum Rokeya
in awakening the womenfolk”
the s 3 sald in the dis-
cussion in observance of the
first death anniversary of
Zobeda Khanam, an established
juvenile writer and former
Chatirman of Bangladesh Shishu

The discussion, held at Zi-
aur Rahman Auditorium under
the joint auspices 6f

sh Shishu Academy
and Zobeda Khanam Smriti
Sangsad, was attended by Pres-
d4dential Adviser, Mr. Alamgir
M. A Kabir as the chiel guest.

Justice Ruhul Islam
presided over the function
while Dr. Nilima Ibrahim, Ad-
vocatle M. A Bari, Dr. Halizur
Rahman, son of Zobeda
Khanam Major General Man-
naf. daughter Begum Hosn-e-
Ara Khondakar Bulbul, Golam
Kibriya and Nazmul Alam took
part in the discussions.

The Adviser, in his speech.
said the literary works of
Zobeda Khanom are our assets,
especially for the children.

Richness leads our life to

become idle, but struggle be
gets the immensce majesty in
our life which is the basic
theme of her writings, Mr.
Kabir added.

He also rccalled her contri-
bution to establishing the
Shishu Academy in dillerent
districts of Bangladesh for ex-
panding the children's ex-
traordinary activities through

the Academy.
Later. Mobarak Hossain
Khan, Chowdhury

and Prol. Magbula Manzur dis-
cussed her book. ‘Jiban Khatar

Pathagulf'.

hConccrn over
Gulf war

Bangladcsh Association of
Scientists and Scientific pro-
[essionals on Tuesday ex-
pressed its decp concern over
the Gull war which s causing
loss of lives and propcrties and
polluting environment, reports
BSS.

The association urged the
conccrned parties to stop the
war immediatcly.

In a joint slatcment, Dr. M.
A.Wazed Mia, President and M.
Junab Ali, General Scerctary of
Lthe Association said, the war
should be stopped in the In-
icrest of world peace and hu-
man wellarc. said all the
Middle East problems includ-
ing the DPalestlinian issue
should be solved through dis-
cussions and mutual undcr-

signding.
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3 one who works bul has no

eight brushes.”

that are sent (o be renovated and
brightencd usually come from homes, but they
somctimes also come from commercial places. "It

usually costs Tk 648 per
1 large carpet and Tk 90 for
1 the small rugs. We chérge
Tk 6 per square feet for the
patierened carpets and Tk
| 4 for the plain ones. Rugs
can come as small as 3 feel
. by 5 fect,” Raju says.

| It takes three months o
lcarmn jute carpel painling.
Wec have 1o have a spocial
talent for it. Abdul Rashid
has been working on car-
4 pets for 3 years. e eamns
~ | Tk 60 a day, Lhc days he
gets employment. | e siocps
in Lhe small shed that scrves
as a shop. "1 scnd home,Tk.
500 a month. Bul Lhis is
just not cnough for my wilc
and five children. Onc of
my sons studics al the In-
lermediate stage. | must pay
for his formal clothes and
tuition fees Loo,” says Abdul
1 Rashid.

Rashid is nol Lthe only

savings. Raju Lhe
§ enterprencur, who owns
onc of the ninc carpet shops
at Shegunbagicha, has no

Abdur Rashid and his assistant recondi- 32¥ings cither. Al the end of

tioning a worn-out carpet. —Star photo

Mohammed Raju, 22, who has been working on
carpets for 10 years and has learnt his trade from
Alam and Sons in Chittagong, adds: "For our work
we usc Indian brushces that last for two months. In
two months we renovate about 10 carpets, using

the month he gets Tk 3000.
Of this he has to give Tk

1000 to his house. His meals at the shop cost Tk
600 a month while his rickshaw fare comes to Tk
12 a day. lle is worried about how he will pay his
children’s school fees once it is ime for them o go

Diplomats entrusted
with noble

responsibility
Presidential Adviser on For-
cign Affairs, Fakhruddin
Ahmed stressed the for
further improving the standard
of foreign service so that

Bangladesh's diplomats could.

carn bigger fame abroad, re-
ports BSS.

He said the foreign service
officials were entrusted with a
noble and oncrous responsibil-
ity to project the nation in its
truc perspective and attain
laurels for the country.

The Adviscr was awarding
the certificates to a group of
[resh officials of the
Dangladesh <Civil Service
(Foreign Affairs) at the Civil
Scrvice Academy in Dhaka.

The officers undertook a
training coursec for nine
months in the first such a
coursc.

Establishment Secrelary,
Ilasinur Rahman presided over
the occasion which was also
addressed, by Director General
of the Academy, Dr. Fazlul

| lasan Yusul.
The Adviscr said each of

country's diplomat was a na-
tional ambassador abroad and
he must perform his job
keeping this fact in his mind.

One commits
suicide

Mitford | on Tuesday
after taking poison, reports
UND.

According to hospilal

sources, Nur Hossain went o
the housc of his [ather-in-law
at Bikrampur and took poison
in an aticmpt lo commit sui-
cide on Salurday.

Local doctors washed his
stomach and later he was ad-
mitted to the hospital on

gold medals

By Staff Correspondent |

Bangladesh Kristi Sangsad
has announced the names of
the recipicnis of

Sixteen persons who re-
cefved the medal this year are :
Dr. Serajul Islam Chowd-
hury (Education), Shamsur
Rahman (Poetry). Khondaker
Shahadat Hossain (Journali-
sm), Mustafizur Rahman
(Banker). M. A’ Karim
[Journalism), Abidur Rahman
t). Ramendu Majumder
tre Organiser). r
A. K. M. Abdul Mannan (Islamic
Researcher). Mamunur Rashid
(Dramatist), Professor Hassan
Abdul Qayum (Bhasani Re-
scarcher], Asaduzzaman Noor
(Acting ). Mansur Joarder
(Music Composer), Dr. Mirja
Al- Mahmud Manik (Medicine
and Service), Jinnat Ali (Social
Service). Abu Nasrat Rahmatul-
lah ( Childrens’' Organiser) and
Nazrul Islam Khan Badal
(Social Serviee).

The prizes will be dis-
tributed on February 16 in a
function organised in connec-
tion with " Amar Ekushey”.

Bangladesh Kristi San
has decided to award Mou
Bhasani Gold Medal every year.

Shahabuddin
greets NZ
Prime Minister

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed Tuesday
felicitated - James Brendan

, Prime Minister of New
Zea on the oceasfon of its
National Day, reports BSS.
+ In a message of felicitation
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
hoped that the existing
friendly relations between our
two Commonwealth countries
would be further dgveloped
and strengthened in the years
to come to the mutual benefit

: of our two peoples.

Justice Shahabuddin wished

the friendly people of New
Zealand continued peace,

progress and prosperity.

Hasina's remarks
on Khaleda refuted

BNP leader Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukdar Tuesday de-
scribed as travesty of truth
certain remarks made by
Sheikh Hasina about Begum
Khaleda Zia. parliamentary
clections 1986 and the famine
in 1974, reports UNB.

In a press statement. the
BNP Secretary-General con-
tradicted Hasina's remarks
which blamed Khandaker
Mushtaq Ahmed, late Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman and former
Food Secretary Abdul Momen
Khan for the famine in 1974.

Salam Talukdar questioned
if these people were responsi-
ble for famine in 1974 why
Sheikh Mujib did not c‘mt them
on trial for causing deaths of
lakhs of people.

Why Khandaker Mushtaq
Ahmed, then Commerce Min-
ister in the Sheikh Mujib gov-
ernment, was not dropped
from the cabinet and why Zia
and Momen were not dis-

missed from their services,

1 Talukdar asked of Awami

lLeague President Sheikh
llasina.
The BNP leader said Sheikh
Mujib knew it full well that his
men, black marketeers,
oarders and smugglers were
responsible for '74 famine in
the country.
On Hasina's comment that
BNP leader Begum Zia stayed

legitimacy to illegal power of
Ershad by hel the passage
of the 7th amendment of the
constitution. She also took all
facilities from the Ershad gov-
ermnment as leader of the Op-
position in 1986 parliament,
Talukdar added.

Refuting another allegation
about Zia-Ershad's corruption,
the BNP leader said Ziaur
Rahman died penniless and
has not a farthing in his bank
account, nor a patch of land in
Dhaka city.

People will pardon

not

Hasina for identifying an hon-
est man like Ziaur Rahman
with greedy Ershad, he said.

’
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I's plea to protect

human rights

Amnesty International has
called on all candidates in
Bangladesh's forthcoming par-
Hamentary elections to take
sieps to protect human right if
they come to power, reports
BSsS.

“Reforms must be intro-
duced to avoid a recurrence of
the torture, extra judicial exe-
cutions and arbitrary deten-
tions which occurred in the
pasL.” the London-based organ-

isation said.
"Protecting human rights is
a fundamental part of m-

ment policy which all the
candidates must consider and
make their views known on”,
the organisation said.

In an open letter to all par-
tics, relcased in Dhaka to the
press, Amnesly International
called for the ratification of in-
ternational human rights in-
struments and for an urgent
review of existing powers of

administrative detention

“The authorities presently
have broad powers to detain
people simply for their non-
violent beliefs and to deény flair
trials to political prisoners by
using the administrative de
lention laws®, the Al said.

Amnesty International said
there should be a review of the
cases of prisoners currently
detained under administrative
detention laws. The cases of

ners convicted by martial

courts which breached In-
lernational standards for [air
trials should also be indepen-
dently reviewed.

The organization also called
for safeguards against torture
to be introduccd and for the
future government to ensure
that all reports of torture are
promptly investigated and that
those responsible are brought
to justice.

“Numerous prisoners have

been tortured In over
the years in and

Intrrnational said |

against extrajudicial execu-
tions, for investigations into
those which have reportedly
been committed and for the
abolition of the death penalty.
“Implementing these re-
forms will not only demon-
strate the rnment’'s re-
solve 10 protect human rights
but ensure that successive gov-
ernmenits will be bound by in-
ternational law to guaraniee
such rights.,” Amnesly
international said.
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Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury (seated centre) with recipients of an Mohammad Mohsin Gold Medal 1397. The

medal was given at a function at the Soviet Cultural Centre in city on Tuesday. The reci

pients were Dr. Muhammad

Yunus (rural development and banking), Rahat Khan (literature and journalism), Narayan Chakravorty (acting), M. 8.

Bashar (author of books on economics), Yusuf Sharif (novel), Shah Mohammad Bakht Chi

sty (composer of Islamic songs),

Abu Nasrat Rahmat Ullah (journalism), Abu Saleh (rhyme), Hasanur Rahman (children's literature), Mohammad
Kalimullah (social reform), Abdul Awal Prodhan (culture), Mohammed Ali (social service), Ranabir Roy Chowdhury

(social welfare).

— Star Photo

BFUJ meet
tOMOorrow

An emcrgency mecting of
the availablec members of the
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) in Dhaka
will be held on Lomorrow
(Thursday) at 10 a.m. to dis-
cuss Lhe wage board award sit-
uation, a BFUJ press release
said Tuesday, rcports BSS.

The Presidents and General
Secrctarics of Bangladesh
Sangbadpatra Precss Sramik
Federation and Sadharan Kar-
machari Federation have been
rcquested to attend the
mecting.

World Sufi
Confce Feb 8

By Staff Correspondent

A one-day World Sufi Con-
ference will be held in Dhaka
on February 8 in abscrvance of
the 81st anniversary of birth of
Syed Abul Fazal Sultan Ahmed
under the auspices of Dewan-
bagh Pak Darbar Sharil.

Sufis from around the world
will attend the conference to
be held at the premiscs of
Molijheel T and T College and
School aflter Juma praycr on
the day. Moulana Mahbub-a-
Khoda Dewanbaghi will reecive
the sufis from different coun-
trics.

By Staff Correspondent

Dry wcather with cloud

3angladesh on Wednesday.
fcll by one to four degre

sky is likcly to prevail over

temperature on Monday night

es celcius at most places over

Bangladesh and is likely to fall further by onc to two degrees

at night.

On Tuesday, rain or thunder shower occurred at most

places over Khulna division and at many places over Dhaka

and Chittagong

divisions. Weather remained mainly dry oyer

Rajshahi division. Chief amounts of rainfall recorded are —

Srimongal

three centimetres, Faridpur, Sylhet, Feni, Khulna,

Satkhira, and Barisal two centimetres each, Mymensingh,

Bangla Academy
presents only 74
books in fair

By Shahzad Monzu

Bangla Academy is going to
present only 74 books pub-
lished from last March in the
Ekushey book fair to be held
from February 5 to February
25. The number of publications
ts half compared to last two
years' publications. Bangla
Academy will fail to fulfil its
goal not only in publications
but in its all development
works including research for
the session 1990-91, Academy
sources said.

They said that being de-
prived of the government allo-
cated money for last three fis-
cal years, the Academy failed
to achieve its target

Bangla Academy is yet to
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receive any instalment allo-
cated under the budget of the
Fourth Five Year Plan, began
several months ago. The
Academy received -only Taka
26 lakh as development

in the last fiscal year 1989-90.
The total budget of the

was Taka one crore six lakh.

For the last few years the
Academy was not given the full
amount of money allocated for
its development work.

Iin 1988-89 and 1987-88
fiscal the Academy got
Taka 62 lakh 50 thousand' and
Taka 75 lakh 50 thousand re-

spectively.
The expenditure for
Eku book fair has been es-

timated at Taka nine lakh
which is one lakh 50 thousand
less than that of the last year.
Although the arrangement of
this year which include 182
stalls similar to last year.

An official of the Academy
said that they appealed to the
Acting Pregident 268 lakh for
the publication purpose in the
Ekushey book fair and l,.::z
were now waiting for

He also said if his de -
ment receive minimum
six lakh he would be able to
publish at least 11 books more
of which the manuscripis are
ready.

However, the organisers
said that they would take step
to avoid untoward incidents
that took place over htl: few’

Of the measures gate
would be enlarged breaking
the boundary, an organiser in-
formed.

Rally of Khabar
employees to
fulfil demands

The workers-employees

nﬂmﬁgt&mﬁu four
weeklies of P
in a rally at the Khabar

Monday demanded fulfilment
of their demands. reports BSS,
The workers- emp -
and journalists uumm
management that they would
withdraw their carlier decision
postponing action pro-
gramme, If their demands
were not met by February 10.

P | PPV

PROGRAMME
Editors' confce

The centre jor 'Sustainable
Development’ will hold a one-
day conference of the Editors
of national dailies in Dhaka
tomorrow (Thursday).

Advisor to Social Wellare,
Women, Youths and Mr
Alamgir M A Kabir will inaugu-
rate the conference, the [irst
of its kind In the country, at
the Press Club auditorium at 9

am.
ADAB press confce
A press conference of the
Association of Development
Agencics In sh
will be held tomorrow
(Thursday), at the VIP room of
National Press Club at 4 pm,
says a press rclease.
ADAD Execulive Committee
members will address the con-
ference.

Seminar on
development

The MNfth national conler-
cnce and seminar of Bangl-
adesh Socio Assocla-tion

will be held (Wednesday)

at 9-30 am at the TSC

auditorium of Dhaka Univ-

main of the sem-

inar will be © lopment in
the Third World.”

Cultural Affairs Adviser Prof.

lazuddin Ahmed will be the
chiefl guest while Prol Moh-
ammad Moniruzzaman Mia,
Vice Chancellor of the Dhaka

E
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He said thilkh Hasina gave



