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Kidnapped
school

girl rescued

From Our Correspondent

February 4 : Jhenidah police
rescued a kidnapped school
girl Firoja at Deparipara of
Jhenidah town after 36 hours.
She was kidnapped in the
morning of January 27 while
going W school. She is a stu-
dent of local Fazar Al Girls’
High School. A case has been
filed with Jhenidah thara and
police arrested a women, and
young boy Rejaul in this con-
nection.

SHARIATPUR
No sub-registrar
in Bhederganj

From A Correspondent
February 4 : Bhederganj
upazila's sub- offiec is

running without the Sub-regis-
trar for last six months causing
great inconvenience to the
people.

Official sources said that
former Sub-registrar Nurul Is-
lam had been transferred (o
neighbouring Damudya upazila
i the last week of August
vhile one §s yet to take over.
~ Fish discase

Fish disease has broken out
in an epidemic form in differ-
ent upazilas of the district
creating panic among the con-
sumers.

According to official
sources, the affected upazilas
-are Shartatpur Sadar, Naria,

a, CGoshairhal, Zanzira
and

The disease identified as
ulcerative syndrome has been
spreading in mosi of the becls,
and canals here, affeel
ing fish like kol, shing magur,
puti, shoal and gazar. As a re-
sult the ishermen of the areas
are hard hit, it is learnt.

JESSORE

Madhushudan's
birthday

celebrated
, From A Correspondent

f‘ February 4 : The 1671h
birth anniversary of the lale
poct Michacl Modhu Sudhan
Dutta was celebrated at Sagar-
dari with due solemnity. To
mark the birthday celebration
of the poet a two-day long
"Modhu Mcela™ was arranged at
Sagardari. the birth place of
the lie poet under Keshabpur
upazila. The "Modhu Mela®
concluded on January 27. A
karge number of people visitad
the katr. The drama "Kisukhune
Michael- was staged by il
Pazia Cultural Council

LOXS BAZAR

Problems gripr
Moheskhali

health complex

From Our Correspondent

Febhruary 4 : The Mo-
heskhali upazila health com-
picx has been plagued with a
host of problems causing much
suflcnngs o the paticnts

It is alleged that the doc
tors. spectally in outdoor and
'cm:r.:m.-y departments. are

ol regularly available during

ice Ume. The inadequale
number ol beds and oiher
Fugliisile gaaieriai~  seareily of

drues and r.oade 10 appltan: s
stand on 1lv wav ol proper
Ircatment ol paticits. The
health compiex has no X-ray
machine. As a resull. the

Sugarcane
farming
scheme

From Our Correspondent

February 4 . A plan has been
taken up for sugarcane cultiva
1] southen districts

Fardpur Gopal

Em. Jha
and Nargona
Accordinig w an

Extcenston office source

ra
wn (BADC) has supplied
sceds, lertilzers 1nsect icides

and other nccessary inpuls to
the sugarcane growers.

Saraswati Puja

Saraswall Puja. a religious
festival of the Hindu commu-
nity. was celebrated through-
oul the Madaripur district as
clsewhere in the country.

" All the educational nstitu-
tions as well as various clubs
and lemples committee cele-
brated the Puja.

MYMENSINGH

?35 lakh acres
to be put under

Rabi farming
From Our Correspondent

February 4 : About three
lakh thirty-five acres of land
will be brought under Rabi

crop cultivation in 12 upazilas

of the district during the cur
rent winter scason.

According to the My-
mensingh Agricultural Exten-
‘sion De nt, a total of
251.000 acres will be brought
under Boro cultivation and the
production target s 2,77,800
tons of rice.

Besides, 15,200 acres of
land will be brought under
Mustard seeds cultivation with
a production targgt of 4080
lons and B800 acres of land
under potato cultivation with a
production target of 36.075
tons. The target of wheat cult-
vation has been fixed at 30,000
acres with a production target
of 20,000 wns. -

Meanwhile, 6 595 acres of
land will be brought under
Sugarcane cultivation with a
production, target of 1,199,900
tons. On the other hand 3.400
acres of land will be brought
under Sweet Potato, 4.280
acres under Masur pulses,
2.960 acres under Khesari. An
amount of Taka nine crore
have been sanctioned as agri-
cultural loan for Rabi crop cul-
tivation in the district.

BARISAL

143 prisoners
released

February 4: A total of 143
prisoners convicted on various
charges have been freed from

llarisal jail recently, reports
BSS.

According to prison
sources. some other prisoncrs
will also be freed from this jail.

KUSHTIA

—l!s_d-ilk production
decreases

From Our Correspondent

February 4 : Milk produc-
tion has been decrcasing in
greater Kushtia distriet. Ae-
cording 1o reports. the num-

ber of milch cows has rapidly
decreased in the disirict re
sulting in sharp fall in milk.
I:‘:‘;"rlh grass necded for
md cows is not adequately
available now a days. Al present
grass is nol grown as before
because of Lhe mechanised sys
tem ol cultivation. A major
portion of grass land has been
brought under IRRI-Boro cul-
ivation. Previously khesart,
mash kalai and orohar were
abundantly grown in these
lands. These were pro-
fusely used as fodder for cows.
Fatlure to prevent cattle
discases has alse contributed
to the decrease of milk as
large number of milch cows
lost afier being atiacked with
various [atal discascs Farmers
alleged that the authorities

cases filed

February 4: At lcast 20.000
certificate cases have been
filed against defaulting farmer
in 7 upaxilas of the district for

standing lnans. which they
from the banks carlier
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for their play.

NARAYANGANJ : Concrete pipes Kepl stacked for use in irmgation lacilities at a rural area have provided means

—Photo Shafiuddin Bitu

CHAPAINAWAIGANJ. Feb 4
: The haors. ponds and other
waler bodics in the districi
can produce enough fish for
the area if proper care is
taken, a recent survey report
reveals.

With planned cultivation ,
over 20 thousand metric tons
of fish can be yielded. The
quantity is twice the require-
ment of the districl.
Presently. 3.900 metric tons
of fish is yielded.

Al present most of the wa-
ter bodies are cither silted or
lying uncared for,

Due to conventional fishing
practice and negligence ol the
Fishery Department . a huge
scopc ol natural resource ex:
ploration is being lell unal-
tencdded. Distriet Fishery Office
said there are 7659 ponds. 56
beels totalling 10.600 acrcs
ancd BO miles long river.

The fish cultivation is fur
ther hindered as some fishcr-
men are using plastic fishing

Water bodies lying unutilised

Planned cultivation can

From Our Correspondent

ncis delying the government
ban. Such practice kills fish
fry

Hilsha fish catch has also
dropped in the river Mo-
hananda and Padma duc 0
sluggish current in the river
caused by the Farakka Barrage.

Drop in fish production has
also affected the number of
fishemmen in Chapainawabganj.
It is learnt that |5 ycars back
there were about eight thou-
sand [ishermen in the arca.
The number has reduced o
only three thousand today. The
few remaining are facing
problems for lack of loans,
fishing materials and proper
marketing system.

UNB adds: The protein oult-
pit in the district inadequate
to meel the requirement of its
pceople, says a survey report
from the district Animal Hus-
bandry Dcpartment here.

Of the animal prolcin. meat.
fish. egg and milk arc the
principal ttems. An adult per-

son requires 120 grams of
mcat, 40 grams of fish . one
egg and 200 grams of milk
claily,

To cope with this standard ,
the district inhabitated by over
10 lakh people requires at
lecast 43,200 tons of
mcat, 14.400 tons ol fish, 36
crore eggs and 72,000 tons of
milk every year.

The district produces only

4,000 tons of meat, 4,000 tons
of fish, 3 crore eggs and
36.000 tons of milk which is
quite inadequate.the report
adlds.
It has been estimated that
about six lakh people of the
district can hardly get the four
animal prolcin due to which
they have been suflfering from
protein deficiency.

Narail

Our Narail Correspondent
acdds: The fishermen of Narail
District are catching fish fries

double fish production

below nine inches from the

ponds and rivers,

A scction of fishermen of
Lohagura. Kalin including
sadar upazilas of the district is
indiscriminately catching fish
[ries of rui, katla, mrigal. glass-
carp, silver carp and other
specics by current ncts caus-
ing hindranee to the natural
growth of the fish and fish re-
sources.

Fish production is being
hampered to a great extent
owing to indiscriminate catch-
ing of fish [res in the district.

It is learnt that the District
Fishery Department has taken
up a programme to release fish
frics in the ponds and open
water bodies of the district.

More than three lakh fish
[ries have been released in the
ponds and open water bodies
of the distriet.

The production of fish has
declared fo disease and

price of fish has gone up ab-
normally.
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PABNA: A big char in the Padma has developed al the Hardinge Bridge point. This is a

resull of withdrawal of the Ganges walter at Farakka.

- :

—Star photo

Farakka effects hit irrigation

Paksey-Bheramara ferry

service faces closure

'ABNA. Feb 4: Ferry scrvice
on 'aksey -Bheramara roule is
[acing closure as water level at
Hardinge Bridge point is
falling last.

A few months agoe ferry
sen\ ire ol this point was closed
div 10 decrcase in water level.
After dredging ferry scrvice
was resiored. But it is now
agaun threatened with closure
as with the advent of dry sca-

From Our Correspondent

son water level is going down
fast

Due t© decrcase in undcer
ground water level, fon
system is being . Due
to lack of necessary water flow
F.blhmﬂ 2000 fishermen s ket

less. They are now facing ’
slarvation .

Due to withdrawal of water
of the GCanges through the

Bhagirathi a vast arca of the

nartlwrn part of the country is

faciug desertification Depth of |

the river Padma at llardinge

Bridge which was nine
metre { year have come

down to one metre this year,
Knowledgeable soureces and

experts that if the

Farakka at present rate con-
tinues the area might tum into

a vas! desert in future.
Unusual floods might alse hit

Call to stop use of polythene bags
' From Our Correspondent

NARAIL. F 4 : Poly-
thene bags. ;T =
and carrying goods home, have
been causing health hazard 10
thousands of peopic of the
district by polluting environ
menl

Students. tecachers and
common people are equally
using the bags for carrving

books., paper files and com
modilies

The polythene bags are

thrown here and there
alter use. used bags re-
main scattered everywhere in
iowns and villages holding up
rain water, masd and other un

r substances like germs
bacteria eausing environ-
mental pollution because they

remain undamaged unearthen
on the surface

A survey report reveals  that

there are 20 factories 10 manu-
facture polythene bags in the
country.

When contacted the shop-
keepers of the t1own told me
that thousands af pelythene

bags are sold everyday.

To save people from heath
hazard wide spread use of the

polythene bags should be con-
trolled

121 rescued while
being smuggled
into India

' From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Feb 4: The
Jawans of Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) at Navaran rescued 121
women and children while
they were being smuggled into
India, on January 22. Of the
rescued most were children.

An organised gang of
women and child traflickers
were sending them to India on
temptation of work and mar-
riage.

BDR sources said that these
illegal traffickers have col-
lected the victims from differ-
ent areas of Barisal and
Patuakhali and were passing
them through Benapole border
in two buses. All the traffickers
were arrested except one
Promila (35), an Indian citizen.
The rescued women, men and
children were sent to Sharsha
police custody.

One injured

One person recefved bullet
injury when terrorists attack
his house on January 21. The
incident occurred following
the participation of Hasan of
Benapole in an anti-terrorism
procession brought out by the
local people.

Terrorists Kalu, Masud,
Tapan, Bera, Babu, Shapon, Md
Al and 20 others raided thc
house of Hasan and ransacked
it. As they fired, Hasan re-
cefved serious injury below his
left knee. He was rushed to
Jessore General Hospital.

Population Day
observed

CHANDPUR, Feb 4: National
Population Day was observed in
Chandpur district on Saturday,
reports BSS,

A procession brought out in
this connection paraded the

main street. The processonists

carried posters and placards. A
public meeting was held at
Chandpur otary Club
premises by Chandpur District
Family Planning Department .

The mee was ided
over by Mr Abul

Deputy Commissioner, Chand-
pur and addressed by Dr Nurur
Rahman, Dr M A Rashid,
Principal Matiur Rahman. Pref
Md Hossain Khan, Mahbubur
Rahman, Deputy Director,
Family Planping,

The Barily Star 11

Political scene

Parties pay higher
wages to workers

Star Report

Day labourers in vill

age areas now find little

time to work in fields and perform other jobs
because of their involvement in electioneering.
They are better paid when hired by political

parties than the
rural society

usual rate of daily wages in the

Labourers find utmost pleasure in election.
activities, They run election camps supply tea and
food on orders from local party bosses. Most of
the time they help organise public meetings and
make announcements over microphones fitted in

" rickshaws or vans.
The hired

labourers work till late ir the
- evening and take little

sleep in the election

camps. They remain on duty almost round the

clock. '
Kushtia

Our Kushtia Correspondent
says: Ali Ahmed Tutul central
Joint Secretary ef Chhatra
Moitry in a statement to the
press said recently that elec-
tion conduct rules framed by
the government are not being
maintained in Kushtia-3 con-
stituency. Reports of tearing
posters and other anti-election
activities have been received
from different areas which are
not congenial for smooth
holding of election and urged
upon the authorities con-
cerned and people to resist
this sort of activities in the
greater interest of establishing
democracy in the country.

Mecanwhile, milad mahfil,
special prayers in mosques and
fecding of destitutes are bei
carried out in various parts
the distriet in support of Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein.
Participants wished long life of
President Saddam and brought
oul processions chanting slo-
gans in support of victory in
the war against Jews and ene-
mies of Islam. -

Chandpur

Our Chandpur Correspon-
dentl writes: The eentral lead-
ers ol All- Party Students Unity
on Thursday demanded of the
government to scnd ousted
President Ershad to- Central
Jail and arrest all of his cor-
rupt associates immediately.

Student leaders were ad-
dressing a big public meeting
at Chandpur Hasan Ali High
School ground organised by
APSU, Chandpur unit. Presided
over by Sharil Md Eunus the
meeting was addressed by
DUCSU General Secretary
Khairul Kabir Khokan and
other leaders Shah Alam
Chowdhury, Humayun Kabir
Towhidul Islam, Bill Hossain,
Jahiruddin Babar and Mazibur

Rahman Bhutyan.
B' baria

Our Brahmanbaria Corre-
spondent writes: Kazi Nazmul
Khadem. a candidate of Jamaat
[rom Brahmanbaria-4 con-
stituency addressing a meeting
on January 29 at Kaslia New
Markect said they wanted 1o
establish a true welfare state.

The meeting was arranged

by Kaslia Upazila unit and -

presided over by the upazila
Amcer. Abdul Hai, Nayeb Ali,
Nizam and Maulana Habibur
Rahman, the Imam of upazila
mosque were among others
present in the meeting.

The 55 birth anniversary of

late President Ziaur Rahman

was observed recently.

BNP of Brahmanbaria unit
drew claborate programmes to
mark the occasion. The stu-
dents of the unit held a meet-
ing at Town Hall where Abdul-
lah Al Bakr was in the chair
and Harun-ar-Rashid was the
chiel guesl.

Among others, Advocate
Ferdous Alam, Abdul Khuddus,
Gulam Sarwar, Hamidul Haque
Hamdu were present.

A 100-member ‘Juba Dal"
commitice was formed. Abdul-
lah Al Bakr and Shaik Habibul-
lah were clected President and
Secretary of the committee.

Feni

BSS from Feni adds: All the
political parties which have
fielded nominees for the
forthcoming parllamentary
election have geared up elec-
tioncering through public
mectings. posterings and wall
writing in unton. upazila and
district headquarters in Feni.

Twenty eight candidates
have been contesting Jatiya
Sangsad polls lor three con-
stituencies in Feni district.

Feni-1 constituency is con-
sists of Chh natya and
Parshuram u Fulgazi
thana. Sixteen unions of these
areas are within this con-
stituency with 2 lakh 7 thow-
sand and 5 hundred voters un-
der 75 polling centres.

Of the candidates in Feni- |
constituency Khaleda
Zia (BNP) Mohamed
Bhuiya (AL)., ex-Minister
Imam MP) and Shirin Akther
of JSD (Inu) are promincnt.

Etﬁhl untons of Feni Sadar
upaziia ineluding VFend
Pourashava and Dhagon Bhuya
upazila constitute Feni-2 con
stituency. There are about 2
lakh and 70 thousand voters
and 91 poling centres in the

'["‘ﬂlﬂH[“'l]E:ﬂ(?‘}".

The promincnl candidatcs
in this constituency are Jaynal
Hazari (AL}, Shahid Uddin
Ferdous (BNP), Moulana Mok-
bul Ahmed (Jamaat). Feni-3
constituency consists of Son-
agazi upazila plus five unions of
Fenl Sadar upazila. There are
14 unions in this eonsti .
The numbers of voters of these
areas arc 2 lakh 10 thousand
and polling centres are 69.

The prominent candidates
of this consti are ex-MP
ABM Taleb Ali (AL) and Ma-
habubul Alam Tara [BNP).
m’rhc u:?rh:u of Awami

gue BNP appeas to be
far ahead of those of others in
postering and wall writing in
'different areas and hat bazar.
The walls of the hat bazars
upazila headquarters and dis-
trict headquarters are covered
with colourful posters and
writings of slogans.

In the meantime, the dis-
trict administration have been
pre themselves for free.
fair and impartial election in
the district. About 7 lakh vot-
crs including male and female
will exercise their voting right
in three constituencies, an of-
ficial source said.

Netrakona

A reports from Netrakona
states: Jatiya Party brought out
an electoral procession in Ne-
trakona district town on Sat-
urday afternoon to introduce
its candidates for Netrakona -2
constituency.

The processionists carried
a large number of party elec-
tion symbols " plough" and
portraits of ousted President
Ershad

They raised slogans secking
vote for plough. release of Er-
shad, and paraded the main
roads of the town.

Later they held a mee at
Netrakona power house play-
ground. District level Jatiya
Party leaders addressed the

meeting.
Barisal

A message [rom Bartsal says:
A meeting organised by Islami
Otkya Jote was held here on
Saturday in front of Aswani
Kumar Hall urging all con-
cerned to stop war in the Gulf.

The meeting was ad-

dressed, among others, by
Professor Ashral A, Professor

"Abul Kashem Shahfhan and

Abdul Matin. It was presided
over by Maulana Ali Akber.

Aflter the meeting a proeession
was brought out.

Rajbari

A report from Rajbari adds:
The forthcoming parliamen-
tary polls have created much
enthusiasm among people of
the district. Election campaign
started in full in various
parts of the district. The can-
didates are now visiting their
respective constituencies to
mobilise support in their
favour. Election camps have
been set up in every union.
Processions and meectings are
now common features in the
district. Posters and symbol of
the candidates have been
plastered in building and walls
of the town.

A t6tal of 18 candidates are

in the race for Jatiya Sangsad
clection in two seats of the Ra-
jbari district.

Bogra

A ra report states: Mr.
Mahmudur Rahman Mannan,
joint corwener of Janata Mulkti
Party on Saturday called upon
the people 1o wipe out the
politics of terrorism by casting
votes for those who believe in
democracy.

Md;n a public meet-
ing at r
M.Hr.mmnm
the people that this whe had
snatched a '
mﬂup-tmm
guns have once again become
active o implement their evil
. He hoped that such
designs would be foiled
through united resistance of
und:m-q*mm_
mnﬂiﬂﬁm
= l-prh:,lnrlln
was very 3
country, hence they should
vote .



