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Allies win battle but

Saddam master of war

DA RKRAN, Feb 3 : iregs
Mmhﬂm
showed Saddam Hussein

the | leader
MMII one
battalion in ho the
Saudi town of for 36
hojars, the action scored a -
chelogical victory before

air and artillery forced the 'sol-
diers oul.

"l think it's been a jolt of
the coalition,” said Edward
Foster, a researcher at the
London-based Royal United
Services Insutute for Defense
Studies.

"It's been a real jolt to pub-
lic opinfon in America and this
country (Britain).” he said. I
think the assu n was we
were setting the timetable. IU's
bound to open questions of in-
telligence.”

US Generals briefing the
media insisted the allies were
not surprised. But analysts said
if that were the case, the
Iragis should have been
lmppud at the border.

“They' re saying nothing

with n
musl

went
but then t

nee,
now he

" effect of Saddam Hussein com-
ing across the border and at-

tacking Saudi Arabia.” said
Francts Tusa, European Editor
of Armed Forces Journal In-
ternational.

"You dom't let a couple of
battalions-plus of Iragi troops
wander over the border and
not do something about i#t. It
was very politically embarrass-
ing.” he said.

With nearly 4,000 |
troops involved., Foster ;
“You'd have thought someone
would have seen m concen-
trating for an attack 12 hours
in advance.”

The allies initially played
down the incursion -but are
now touting it as a major vic-

tory.

US commander Gen. H.
Norman Schwarzkopl on
Wednesday called 1t "a

mosquito on an elephant” and
"militarily insignificant.” The
US military then had trouble
explaining why it toock 350 air
strikers to beat back an in-
significant foray which re-
sulted in more than 500 Iragqi
prisoners.

By the time Saudi and

@alan roops retook Khafji on
Thursday. ed by US Ma-
rine artfllery and helicopters.
ullled commanders were call-
ing it a decistve victory in the
W

US commanders were also
buoyed by the sudden exposure
of Saddam's dug-in troops and
armoured columns, which al-
led air power then pounded.

US President George Bush
and the US Generals in Saudf
Arabia insist the Iraql attacks
will have no eflect on the
planning or timing of the allied

ground elfensive, expected
sometime in the next few
wecks.

The defense analysts agreed
that the border incursions
weren't going to be the spark
that started the ground war.

Nonetheless, in a war
where television has a domi-
nant role and perceptions are
all-important, the unexpected
Iraqi forays had an impactL

For one thing. the attacks
destroyed the illusion that
30,000 allied air sorties had
stunncd the Iragls into immo-
bilitv.  They also showed that

rank and filc Iragi soldiers ap
pearcd 10 be highly molivaled

Hml lonmght tenaciously.

“Three of the principles of
war . , . are offensive action,
surprise and the maintenance
of morale. It seems to me the
iraqi attack on Khafji and
around Walfra to the west can
be justified on all three of
those,” Foster said.

By standing up to the al-
lles he said, Saddam’'s attack
on Khafji “can be trumpeted as

a victory.

Even if the total Iragl casu-
alties were 1.000 soldiers,
Tusa said, "bear in mind the
Iraqis do not mind losing men,
so what's the problem 7

"Saddam Hussein dictated
to the Western world and on

that score It was | rtant.”
"The worst casc m think

of is that the iragis are able 1o
do this another couple of times
— very basic, embarrassing lit-
tle ground attacks — and they
would then say. "We've now
been able to do this to the
forces of Satan and now we're
leaving.”

"That's the worst case, that
they can leave without
touching them,” Tusa said. "He

just walks off, with most nl'hil

forees still intact ..
allies looki lllly with -II
thetr gmundntn-m.

T el TR T

Israel may retaliate chemical

WASHINGTON, Feb 3 : US
Dcfence Scerclary Dick Ch-
ency warned Saturday that Is-
racl might rcialiate with un-
conventional weapons i it
came under chemical attack
from lraq, rcports AFP.

Mr Cheney's warning, in an
interview with Cable News
Network, came amid rencwed
threats by Iraq that it was pre-
parcd to usc wecapons ol mass
destruction in a ground war
against the Uniled States and
its allics.

Mr Cheney said Iragi Presi-
dent Saddam lHusscin might,
“attempt to usc it (chemical
warfare) down the road” .

But he added (that “Lhe pos-
sibility would then exist, cer-
lainly with respect to the Is

raclis lor cxample, that they
might retaliate with unconven-
tional weapons as well.”

Asked what the US ro
sponse would be, he said, "we
don't rule options out or in.

Intervicwed on CNN earlicr
Saturday, Vicce-President Dan
Quayle howcver said he could
not imaginc President George
Bush ever ordering chemical
or nuclcar rctaliation for any
Iraqi use of such weapons of
mass destruction.

I just can’t imagine Presi-
dent Bush making the decision
tlo usc chemical or unclear
wecapons undcr any circum-
stances, Mr Quayle said.

You ncver rule any options
out but | can't imagine him do-
ing il because you have a

T ———

' No ceasefire

before pullout,
says Bush

WASIHINGTON, Feb 3 :Pres-
ident George Bush told U.S.
Jewish lecaders Thursday ll':ll
the air war t Iraq wou
continuc an?l;:‘: he was nol
anxious lo order a ground of-
fensive to dislodge Iraqi sol-
dicrs [rom Kuwaitl, rcports
AFP.

The President also said
there would be no ceasefire
until Iraq left Kuwait, the Jew-
ish lcaders said. -

“Thcre will be no intermit-
tent ccasefire,” said Shoshana
Cardin, who heads the confer-
ence of the Presidents of the
major Amcrican Jewish orga-
nization, quoted Mr. Bush as

There will be "more aerial
work belore there is a ground
war. le is not anxious, at this
poini,to entcr into a ground
war,” she said.

After hour-long talks at the
White House, the Jewish lead-
‘ers cmerged also reassured
that there had been no change
in U.S. policy alter a surprisc

U.S-Soviet slatement on
the Gulf was issued Wednesday.

'Bombing on
Iraq having

devastating
effect’
LONDON. Feb 3 A re-
porter for Dritauis :ntlcpcn
dent television nows rter
said on Sunday the bom-

bardment of Baghdad was hav-
ing devastating eflect. reports
Reuter.

Spcaking in Amman alfler
being asked to leave the Iraqgi
capital, Brent Sadler asid: "Day
by day, more and more ol
Baghdad's infrastructure is
being reduced Lo rubble.”

"Verv simply the attacks are
having a devastating effect.

“The allied plane are going
for- secondary targels row'r:r

acili-

slatiens, energy power
tes.

“The suflfering is now begin-
ing to tell. Iraqis are fecling
that this is not a war that is
any like the Iran-lraq con-
Nict. have no water, no
clectricity, virtually no sanita-

tion facilities and petml is

very, very hard to find.” Most
k' were below ground in

ﬂ"ﬁ.ﬂy‘!ﬂﬁr‘:ml really sce
- whal is ning above them.

Armed militias are guarding

the areas where the bombs
have struck so you can not get
up these installations.

proper response il in fact Sad-

dam Husscin escalates, he said.

That response would be to
continuc our very devastating
campaign with conventional
WCApons,

We can overwhelm Saddam
lHussecin and his forces with
our conventional capability and
vur conventional supcriority,

Mr Quaylc said,
I-.,.nHLr Friday the Iragi De-

fense Ministry ncwspaper Al-
Qadissiya warned, we will use
all force and arm in our pos-
session beginning with the
knife and bullcts, arms ol an-
nihilation and cnding with the
wcapons of mass destruction
because nothing descerves to
live afler Iraqg.

I3oth Mr Chency and Mr

attack from Iraq : Cheney

Quayle said the 17-day old
drive to forec | out of
Kuwait was

Mr Cheney stressed that in
addition to cjecting Iraqi
forees from Kuwait, the US-led
multinational force aimed to
"climinate his (Saddam Hus-
scin) offensive military capa-
bilitics, weapons ol mass de-
struction, his Ballistic Missile
capability .. Lo restore stability
and security in the region.”

Asked whether it would be
cnough lor Iraq lo announce a
troop pull-out, the Dclense
Scerctary said "l would be
happy with a situation in which
the forees begin to walk back
to Baghdad, and thcy left their
tanks and their artillery and
their armoured pcersonnel.

L.OS ANGELES: Investigators stand around the nose section of the US Air 737 that
crashed at Los Angeles International Airport late February 1 after hitting another
commuter aircraft on landing. 18 ponpla were confirmed dead with at least 14 others
ltlll unaccounted for.

35,000 Egyptian
troops in Gulf

Defe-

CAIRO, Feb 3: .
nce Minister Yousscl Sabri Abu
Taleb discloscd on Saturday
that Egypt has sent 35,000
troops decided by the

highcommand, reports Reutcr. .

“They arc prepared to meet
any possibilitics,” he told a
parliamentary commiltee.
"They have not been subjected

to any aggression until now

and are carryin QF out their
military tasks .. ol preparation
and precaution.”

The 454-member People's
Assembly earlier declared that
it "backs the dispatch of
Egyptian forces to Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates.”

"The assembly declares its
full support to President
losniMubarak in all efforts and
steps he has taken to face the
crisis and whatever steps or
measures he will take” it said.

Some opposition parties
have protested that pt sent
ll"ﬂﬂpl to the Gulf wi t the
approval of clected deputies.
Three leftist members in the
house criticised the statement
for not calling for an end to
the war or more efforts of a
pcaceful solution.

The Defence Minister's fig-
urc for Egypt's strength - the
first released by the govern-
ment - was lower than unoffi-
cial estimates of about 45,000

men.

Abu Taleb said Egyplian,
Syrian, Saudi Arabian and
Kuwaiti troops had taken up
defensive positions in the
southern Kuwaiti-Saudi border
arca. Egyptian forces would
work under Saudi command.

He said thc decision to
send Egyptian troops to Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates was in accord with
the 1951 joint Arab Defence
Pact.

“There is no doubt that be-
ing committed to it, particu-
larly in this instance, is in the
interesl of Arab and Egyp
national security.” Abu Taleb
said. |

"We are fighters, we are
aware of the fighting mission
we are assigned to, we carry
our souls in our hands in re-
sponse to our country's call
and the call of the highest

command”., Abu Taleb told the

committee.
When fighting is to defend

rightness, it is then consid-
ered a holy war (Jihad)

ing to fears that Iraq
might launch missilcs against
Cairo, Abu Taleb said Egyptians
should not worry.

“Threats against Egypt do
not constitute greal danger as
the range of missiles which
Iraq possesses is not long
enough to hit any principal
targets” Abu Taleb said.

tian

80 p.c. Iraqi oil

refining capacity

destroyed

EASTERN SAUDI ARABIA,
Feb 3r Allied forces have de-
siroyed 75 to 80 per cent of
Iraq's oil refining capacity. the
commander of British forces in
the Middle East said on Tues-
day ., reports Reuter.

Lieutenant-Gene ruf Peter
De La Billiere gave the esti-
mate, the highest ever, during
a visit to British airmen at an
air base in eastern Saud{ Ara-
bia.

British Armed Forces Min-
ister Archie Hamilton told a
weekend news conference 50
per cent of Iraqi refining ca-

ty was out of action.

U.S. and British pilots have
since reported hitting oil in-
stallations at the southemn port
of Basra and elsewhere,

Iraq's eastern neighbour

Iran reported on Tuesday that
huge clouds of smoke were ris-

ing from a petro-chemical
plant in Basra.

Allied military spokesman
said the aim is to weaken
Iraq's war machine by depriv-
ing it of fuel for its planes and
vehicles.

. De La Brillicre said the air
strikes of the past 13 days had

knocked out B0 per cent of
Iraq's ability o produce chem-
ical weapons.

"His ability to produce and
rescarch his nuclear capability
has been pn:tq.r well removed,”
he added

International

|
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Quake razes Kitawar to ground

KITAWAR (Pakistan), Fcb 3
Kitawar is onc of the ﬁor
.

ke

mountain villages which
istan

the brunt of the ea
that rocked northern
on Friday. Not onc of its mud-
and-stonc houses ecscaped

}hﬂf‘,*'f"kﬂ‘
of Kutawar, in Buncr district of
Makistan's North Wesl Frontier
Provinee, (o recover from the
rcmole region’'s slrongesl

quake in living memory.

"l-:vcmh:u is finished. We

arc poor people, what can we
do?" Ghulam Khalim said.

"I don't expcct we'll get
anything from thc govern-
ment”.

Officials in the provincial
upllall"cnl'nw-dtr they ex-
pected the death toll to ex-
cced 200 and it could go

. sured 6.8 on the richterseale.

Scevenly-five dcaths were
rted from Swal and the
Chitral and Dir districts of
Northwest Frontier Province,
which borders Afghanistan.
Two villages in Swat's Kohistan
arca were said o be com-
pletely destroyed.

An unknown number of ca-
sualtics were reported in
Alghanistan where the qua
which also jolted parts nf Indin
and Sovicl Central Asia, hit 16
provinces.

Iin Pakistan, at least 350
pmplc wcere !Injurcd Rescue

‘ﬂ'llulu scttlements in the
wr mountains where there
arn: Noroads and winicr snows
arc unusually decp.
A weaker quake killed

8.200 peopie In the region In
1974

measuring
and 6 90n the
open-ended Richter
scale, conired 60 miles
beneath the earth’s
surface

In Kabul residents were
woken by 8 tremor
lasting 45 seconds

in isiamabad and
neardby Rawalpindi
houses shook for

seversl minutes

First reports ot 48
dead. many injured.
more leared dead

Last Octobcr,
were killed by a strong tremor

13 people

in the same arca ol the
I lindukush mountains. A 198]
quake killed 220.

Pakistan's northernmeost
Chitral district, where there
were many casualtics, is effec-
tively cut ofl each winter as
snow closcs a high pass. The
only altcrnative to flying in is
by going through a rebel-held
arca of Alghanistan.

Prime Minister Nawaz

Shartl. visiting Chitral, said the
government would pay 20,000
rupces (909 doflars) for cvery
person kilied and give cach
family aflccted 25,000 rupees
t1.136 dollars) to rebuild their
hotises. :

Cattle brought inside to
sheiler from the winter eould

icams were (rying to reach

lay dead in thc rubble on
Saturday , skinned lor the

small amount of moncy a hidc
can bring.

Concreic and brick houscs
mosily survived without seri-
ous damage. But crude village
homes made of wood, sluin
and mud were vulnerabie aller

of the Swalvalley, pcople
rushed from their beds when
the first of two shocks siruck.
Five peoplc were killed and
morce Lhan 50 badly hurt.

In all my 45 ycars | have
mnever felt such a tremor”, sald
Ghufranullah as he chipped
mortar off a brick o be used
again o rebuild his honw in
Mingora.

| was very almid. | thought
it was the end of the world”™,

- Bush asks
Americans

to pray for
Allied troops

WASHINGTON, Fe¢b 3
President George Bush on
Saturday asked Americans lo
pray for Allicd ballling
Irq in the Gull war, as Alliod
commanders sought to
downplay unintended deaths
caused by the US-led bombing
campaign and misdirccted fire
in ground batltles, rcports
Reulter.,

"Let us pray lor the safety of
the troops. These men and
women who have put their
lives and dreams on hold be-
causc they understand the
threat our world [aces, "‘Bush
said in his Weckly National 12

dio address: In declaring Sun
day a "National Day of I'rayer,”
he said, "Amcrica-- the finest,
most loving nation on carth —
is atl war.”

In a proclamalion issucd by
the White House, Bush called
the allies' causc in the war

"moral and just”.
Bush in the L week in-
crcasingly sought to claim the

moral and religious high
ground for the Allied campaign
to expel Iraq from Kuwait —
even as lraql leader Saddam
Husscin proclaimed again that
God is on Baghdad sidc in a
"holy war” against inmding
Western infidels.

In recent military bricfings
in Riyadh and at the Pentagon,
US officials reilerated warn:
ings that instances ol unin-
tended casualtics — including
Iraqf civilians.

The US military

It's a big chill for

US women troops

DHAHRAN (Saudi Arabia). Feb
3: The disappearance of a
US woman soldier in the
TSulfl has brought starkly
home to thousands of
female troops there how
closely war can strike them
despite their non-combat
status, reports Reuter.

US Law and Military Regu-
lations Bar American
women from engaging in
combat. Military spokesman
say the woman who
vanished was in a transport
unit away [rom the battle
area in the Saudi town of
Khafji. A male soldier also
disappeared.

Iraq says US women were
among prisoners captured
during the fighting in the
town. It has pledged they
will be held in accordance
with Islamic Sharia (law)
and the Geneva Convention.

"It was a bighchill, a very
bighchill®, said US air force
technical sergeant Shirley
Glaze, talking about the
news of the missing woman.

"It just want to cry time |
think about what she may
go through®, said Glaze, 43,
who is based at Robins Air
Force base Georgia. .

says the

missing woman soldier--the

first of the Gulf war-- disap-
pearcd near the Tapline

road, which runs across
Saudi{ Arabia paralicl to the
Iraql border.
US officlals said the
unidentified woman was not
known to be missing iIn
action or a prisoner ol war.
Even so, some women in
uniform quickly identified
closely with the missing
soldfer,
“As a woman. to me it lurs
little closer to home..
alise that we are well pro
tected here but you jnst
never know, war's Aciy
unpredictable”™, said Afr
Foree s Licntenant
Melissa Watson. 25. of
Phoenix. Arzona. who works
at the huge base in Dhahran.
Senfor Chicel Evelyn Jutte
ecls women have been fully
integrated into the US
military and the
disappearance of a woman
is no more disturbing than
the news that any soldier
was missi
"One shoul

Na

certainly be
prepared for this to
happen”. said Jultte. 36, of
St Mary's . Ohio.

Jutte said she hoped
men would ponder the
missing woman's fate in an
cnlightened way: “I'd like to
think that they think of it as
'‘a soldier in lost’-- not a *
female soldier’.

military

uUs Alr Force Licnienant
Colonel Virginia [Pribyla,
based in Riyadh. alsg feh
the sex of the missing
soldier made no difference.

"Human life 18 huwman lifé.”
Pribyla said. “I'm
concerned and the risk is
known to all of us”.

"We  expected stufl like this to
happen”. said Navy Petty Of-

ficer Ist class Sue
Drummond of Prudenville,
Michigan.

But 18B-year Veteran Durm-

mond stated directly a fear
that many military women

only intimated: fear of
sexual assault during
imprisonment.

"I don't think a female can
take being raped as well as
a man could™, Drummond

said.

Tributes to Saudi
troops killed
in battle

RIYADII, Feb 3: Saudi King
Fahd Saturday paid tribute to
Saudi soldicrs killed in the
battle 1o reca the north-
ern town of Khafji from Iragl
forces saying they had ae-
complished a sacred duty, re-
ports AFP,

Na:_:va_z_ Sharii%(;lated, keen to visit Baghdad

Pakistanis want Saddam to
give allies a bloody nose

ISLAMABAD, Fcb 3:® Three
months after sweeping clee-
tion victory, Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil is iso-
lated and badly out of step with
the nation over the Gulf war,
reports Reuter.

He decided to back Saudi
Arabla against Iraq. but finds
virtually everyone else from
the Army Chief down praying
that Iraqi leader Saddam Hus-
sein gives the American-led
allies a bloody nose.

Sharil told Iraqi Ambas-
sador Ismaili Hamoudi Hussain
on Wednesday he was willing
to go to Iraq to meet Saddam
to ‘promote a peace initiative
among Islamic Nations .

"It is high time to mount
serious efforts to an end
to the hosstilities in the Gull
region,” a ?owrnm:nl state-
ment q him as telling the
ambassador in their [irst
meeting.

Shartf arrived back in Is-
lamabad on Monday from a Six
Nation Middle East Peace Mis
stion publicly hopeful he eould

persuade Islamic Foreign Min-
isters to talk ce in Pakistan.
But he discovercd himsell

upstaged by Army Chiel Gen-

‘eral Mirza Aslam Beg telling

his senior commanders the
war was Zionist plot to destroy
Iraq and neutralise the Muslim

world.

Beg flollowed on Tuesday
with a declaration that Pak-
istan was neutral like Iran in
the war despile sending troops
to defend Saudi Arabia.

Here has long been a battle
between the foreign office and

army headquarters over who

runs the country’s foreign pol-

icy. and Beg has made it clear
where he thinks

les, a
European diplomat said.

“This is Beg and the army
seeking to make sure that
thetr views have a bearing on
government .. he said.

Specaking at his first news
conference sinee taking office
last November Sharif no

doubt who was in charge.

Government policy was

miwde by the governmentl he
declared, and the 11,000 Pak

istani soldiers” sent 1o Sandi
Arabia would remain while Is-
lamic Shrines there remained
in danger.

Political analysts questioned
how long Sharifl could maintain
his stand inst overwhelm-
ing public sentiment in favour
of Saddam .

His own [slamic Democraltic
Party (IDA) passed resohutions
on Tuesday night condemning
Iraq's invasion ol Kuwait but
calling for the Muslim World 1o
uniic W frusirate the “evil de-
signs” of anti-Islamic forees.

“It will be impossible for
the government to continue
the present policy. We have to
make some concession to pub-
lic opinton.” lormer Foreign
Minister Agha Shahi said in an
interview

"Already there Is such pres-
sure for the withdrawal ol
troops. but if Israel enters the
war it would be impossible.

Sharif as Prime

Minisicr, Ghulam Mu Ja-
tol. was quoled as praising

Beg's assessment of the war

und said he reflected the true
scntiments of the nation.

When Saddam sent his
troops into Kuwait on August 2
he was widely condemned in
Pakistan . But in the build-up
to war sentiment shifted deci-
sively in favour of lraq .

Thousands of people who
lionise Saddam as a Muslim
warrior standing up to the in-
fidels have joined rallies in the
major cities. many of them
carrying posters of Saddam
and chanting anti-American
slogans.

Anti-American [ecelings
were already running high be-

cause Washinglon suspended
all aid last October over con-

cerns about Pakistan’'s nuclear
pn{lmml:. and many

whether ties will
stored.

*There i1s a .emrll feeling
that the Gulf has been a eata-
lyst for the unravelling of the
entire U.S. relationship® com-
mentator Mushahid Hussain
sl



