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radio in Jerusalem announced the country was undcr missile
allack and ordered residents o don gas masks car
' and scck shelter in rooms scaled against a possib
chemical weapons atlack, reports Reuter.

French Planu to prepare way:
when a ground assault is launched n?:rn:l I::hnql rrt'lhv.
Fremch warplancs will prepare the way re troops
sirtking the enemy ahead, the commandar of the French air
force in Saudi Arabia said in an interview published in Paris,
rcports AFP.

The French aircrafl would be part of a gencral "air cover
to prolect advancing troops, General Claudc Solanct told the
newspaper journal De Dimanche.

French plancs would “handle ™ largets aboul 30 kilomcloers
(20 miles) ahcad of France's Daguct division . Gen Solancl

sithd.
Blast damages banks in Cyprus:

A bomb damaged the offices of Britain's Barclays [Bank and
American Express in Larnaca on Saturday in what appearcd Lo
be the first incident of fis kind in Cyprus linked o the Gull
war, rcports Reuler.

There were no injurics. A police spokesman in Nicosia said
a manhunt had been launched but declined to give further

details.
Police said,the bomb went ofl around 8 PM (1800 GMT)

in the centre of Larnaca, a port lown 32 KM (20 miles) from

the Cypriol capital.
Tl:: device was in a Mlower bed in the pavement

oulsidc the t offices, shattering windows.
The island hosts a large British garrison involved in
supporiing troops in the US-led coalition fighting Iraq.

Anti-war rallﬁy in Britain: mousands of

demonsirators, ealling an end to fighting in the Gull,
marched through London on Saturday in the bico*t .nti-war
protiest  in Britain since hostilitics broke out | Ens ago,
reporis Reuter.

As for Scotland Yard police said an cstimated

18.000 people took part in the march bul organiscrs pul the
figure al morc than 20,000.

"We are accuscd of not supporting “our boys” in the Gull
The best possible support we can give Lo our members of the
armed forces is Lo stop this war,” Bruce Kent, a Vice
President of the campaign for nuclear disarmament, told a
rally in llyde Park in London.

A retired German admiral said before  the rally that the
war was being fought Lo smash Iraq not frec Kuwait.

Qayyum deplores Saddam : .
nt of Pakistan's state of Azad Kashmir denounced lragi
President Saddam Hussein as "an enemy of Islam™ on Tuesday
and said he backed the liberation ol Kuwait. reports AP.

Sardar Abdul-Qayyum. president of the Azad Kashmir statc in
Mceca said the largest poliucal party in Pakistan the Muslim
lcague as well as other political forees. support Saudi Arabia.
Iiis remarks were made in context of recent pro-lragi
demonstrations in Pakistan which he said largely took place
because "many people in Pakistan do not know the nature of
the Baathist ruling party in lraq.” :
Counter demonstrations will be organized soon in Pakistan “to
tell the people the truth.” he said.

He contended that in the latest clections, the Pakistani people
voted in favor of the Islamic representatives rejecting the
secular Pakistan People's Panv,

» :
4 Iraqi soldiers desert ;' rouring
soldicrs, three between 15 and 16 ycars old deserted and
crossed Allied lines o give themscelves up Lo the US army on
Friday, scnior division officers in Saudi Arabia said on
Saturday, rcports Reuter.

The deserters, the youngest reporied so far in the Gull
war. said their company was taking two or three casuallics a
night from allicd bombing. A company usually has a littlc over
100 men.

They said, They werce losing about 30 soldicrs a week, said
a scnior officer in the 2nd armourcd division.

Several other Iragis in the company had descried belore
them but had headed to Baghdad and other citics in the hope
of- hiding with thcir familics thc boy soldicrs were quoted as

saying

3,500 flee to Iran: A wuiof 3,500 people from
20 nations have fled to Iran from ncighbouring Iraq since the
start of the Gulf war January 17 and 1,600 morc refugcees arc
expected soon, a UN official in Tehcran said Saturday, rcports
m{}mar Bakhet . a senior emergency manager in lran o
coordinate UN efforts to meet refugees and help them
continue their journcys, also said that 400 Sudancsc would
be returning home this weck.

UN and lranian authoritics have madc preparations 1o
accommodate 100,000 refugees fleeing Iraqg, he said, the
official IRNA ncws agency reported..

He said 200 camps and guest houscs had becn sct up for
those who might scck asylum, IRNA reported.

PLO's appeal to world body: s

oflicial from the ‘s Fatah movement yesterday called on
the world community to intcrvene to put an end to the
worscning health conditions in the occupicd territorics as «
result of the curfew imposed by Isracli authoritics, rcports
Xinhua [rom Cairo.

It is incumbent upon the intcrnational organizalions Lo
move at once to stop the suffering sustained by Palestinians in
the territorics, said Zohdil Qedra, Cairo-bascd rcprescnlative
of the Fatah movement, the mainstrecam of the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

Reports said, the curfew, which has been in foree since
the Gulfl war started en January 17, has disrupted the daily
life of the Palestinians, bringing industrial production and
other economic activitics in the occupied lands Lo a standstill.
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Rafsanjani dismayed.: irnian president
Hashemi Rafsanjani cxpressed dismay Saturday at alleged
allicd bombing of civilian targets in Iraq, but reiterated that
his nation intends Lo stay out of the Gulf war, reports AP.

Rafsanjani met with Iraqi envoy Saadoun llamadi, a
member of Baghdad's ruling Revolulionary Command Council
and then summoned his Su + National Sccurily Council
to a mecting , aecording lo the Islamic Republic News
Agency, monitored in Nicosia.

Iraq fails to get back
planes from Iran

NICOSIA, Fcb 3: A scnior
Iragi official wound up a mis-
sion w Tchran on Saturday
emply-handed, [alling to sc
cure the return of Iragi combat
aircraflt which have [lown lo
Iran since the outbreak of the
Gull war, reports Reuter.

As Decputy Prime Minister
Saadoun llammadi, hcaded
home, President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani reiterated

military aircraft
some of Bagh

cnd of the war,

Iran's view that Iraq was ulti- last week that by sending its
matcly responsiblc for the war combal plancs lo Iran, Iraq
he described as "the most sad-  probably wanted to preserve

aged 's hu-
dﬂﬂlﬂl'_ll' ok oy ground offensive started
The Iranian news agency
IRNA quoted lHammadi as say-
ing his talks with Rafsanjani
and Forcign Minister Ali A
Velayati were "good and ]‘n-ft-

ful.” told

But Velayati told Tehran ra-
dio that during lengthy talks,
Ilammadi was lold that Iran's
ncutrality dictated that the
Iraql planes--said by US-led
Allics to number up to 100
including
dad's mosl ad-
vanced fighters and bombers --
should remain in Iran until the

A scnfor lranian official said

them from destruction until a

"Recent developments  in
the Persian Gulfl and the mas-
sacre of innocent Muslims are
the most saddening tragedy ol
loday's humanity,” Ralsanjani

forces

RIYADI, Feb 3 : US and
Allicd forces say they have won
the battle against Iraq at sea
and in the air and are now
concentrating on  ground
forces, reports Reuter.

US Marines “said B-52
bombing raids on occupicd
Kuwait ncar the Saudi border
on Saturday night seemed to
be the heaviest in the arca
since the war :

"We're bombing the hell
out of them tonight,” one
Marinc lold reporters,” wave
after wave”,

“The iraqi naval forees arc
considered to be combat-inel-
fective”, Major-General Robert
Johnston lold a military brief-
ing carlicr on Satu >

"We have des virtually
all of the patrolcralt that arc
capable of delivering missiles”.

Johnston said lraq now had
only one or two boals capable
of firing Exocct or Sty missilcs
at Allied ships. Even thosc may
have been destroyed in US air
allacks in the past 24 hours.

lHie said Allied helicoplers
and plancs had destroyed or
sunk 35 Iraqgl vesscls and dam-
aged 31.

General Norman Schwarz-
kopll, Commandcr of US Gulf
lorces, sald carlicr last week
the Allies had won air

suprem by destroyin
Iraq's nl':lh‘m:: sand u:r cr-
fectiveness of it's Air Foree.

A scnior US millitary officer
told reporicrs on Saturday the
alr war was now focuscd on
destroying ground forces or
making them so ineflfective
that a land attack to drive Irag

-

out of Kuwait would lake a
minimum of lives.

lie said bombing concen-
trated on the clilc Republican
Guard becausce they're clearly
the lychpin of Iraqgi capability.

Johnston said onc US
Marine was killed and two in-
jured by Cluster bombs
dropped on Lheir convoy near
the Kuwait border carly on
Salurday ., probably by
Amcrican planes.

In another suspceled
“fricndly fire” incident last
Tucsday night up to 11 US
Marincs were killed in lght
armourcd vchiclecs. The US

military is invesligating the
possibility that an Allied air-
crall a missilc at them.

Iragi gunnecrs shot down
two US plancs and A-6 atiack
aircraft and an A-10 “tank

SAUDI ARABIA: A Saudi soldier with a truck-mounted machine gun February 2 stands
guard at a roadblock near the Saudi bordertown of Khafji. All traffic other than military is
stnpped from going north into Khafji, the scene of the first Allied and Iraqi ground battle
earlier in the week.

Minimum casualties aimed at: Allied forces

Sea, air battles won: Land
to be hammered now

killer” on Salurday and res-
curcs were scarching for the
pllots.

it was Lthe first Lime an A- 10
plane specially built to be re-
sistant to ground fire, had
been shot down.

A Saudi bricicr said five
Galari tanks blocked five Iragl
tanks (rying to ¢ross the
Kuwaiti border inte Saudi

Arabia on Friday night destroy-

ing four of the iragl lanks,

Colonel Ahmed Al Robayan
also said revised numbers
showed that 30 Iragi soldiers
were killed in ng lor the
Saud! border town of Khalji
last weck. ll¢ said 37 were
wounded and 429 taken pris-
onCr.

To Lhe best ol our knowl-
cdge cvery Iragl soldier who
entcred Khalji leflt dcad,

woundced or as a prisoncr, he
siud.

The Saudi death toll in the
first ground battle of the war
was 18, he said. The previously
announced figurc was 15 Allied
spokcamen said Iragi troops
had [allcn back into defensive
positions after their [five
thrusis intoe Saudi{ Arabla last
week.

*“Therc’'s no offensive -
turing going on therc. It's all
defensive as as we can as
ceriain, said Dritish spokes-
man Group Captain Niall
Irving.

There is no indication of
any substantial gathering ol
units that would reflect any
kind of offensive initiatives on
the part of Iraql férces

‘Jnhn:lun said.

In a ficrce 15 minute fire-
fight on Friday night, US sol-
dicrs fought ofl an Iraqi patrol
that slipped into Saudi Arabia
and tricd to ambush them an
officer lold reporters.

The 82nd airborne troo
exchanged anti-tank gre
and machinegun firc with a pa-
trol of about 25 Iraqis in two
vehicles-

BONN, Feb 3 : If Juergen
Rausch were Helmut Kohl's
adviser on the Gull erisis, this
would be his recommendation
: "keep sending money, but
stay out the fight,” reports AP.

Rausch, ltke many Germans,
supports the American and
other soldiers fighting to drive

Iraq from Kuwalit, but insists .

that Germany stay out of the
shooting.

"World War Il and
everything else, that's all too
fresh in our memories for the
Germans to get actively mixed
up in the Gull," said Rausch,
who runs a sau stand in
Bonn. He is 35, born a decade
afier the war.

Some others feel their
country should help in fighting
tyrants, particularly since one
of their own. Adolf Hitler,
caused the world enormous
pain.

"We can't shirk our duties
when others are carrying our
burden, like the Americans
have done for us all these
years," safld Waltraud Droege,
48, who stood outside the US
embassy holding a large
“Thank You America” placard.

Nearly four months aflter
reunification, Germany debates
whether it should be a pacifist
bystander or participant in
such international crises as.the
Gull

Most recent polls indicate
that up to 75 per cent of
Germans think US President
George Bush had no choice but

to go to war with Iraq, which

seized Kuwait on August 2.

‘Germans debate role
in Gulf war

However, the surveys also
show opposition to the idca of
18 German warplanes being
deployed in Turkey to protccl
its NATO ally. US warplanes

arc using an air base in Turkey
to launch strikes against Iraq.

Nearly every night on na-
tional television, politiclans,
anti-war activists and news
commentators dcbate the
morality of the war and what
role Germany should play in it

"Things were going well for
the Germans, for all ol Eu-
rope,” said Julius Vogel, a re-
tired doctor who served in
World War [l. "We had our
unity. and it came without
blood. And then the Gulfl war
started.”

Some Germans contend
that American news reports
treat allicd air raids on Iraq
like computer "war games” and
tend to overlook the fact that
people are being killed. On a
less serious topic, others Ger-
mans say German lelevision
networks lag far behind their
American counlerparts in war
coverage.

"German television was the
first casualty of the Gull War.”
said Peter Boenisch, who
writes commentaries for the
newspaper Welt am Sonntag.

Kohl was sworn in as the
first elected Chancellor of
united Germany in 59 years on
Jan. 18, but the occasfon was
less joyous because the war
had begun the day before.

While the Chancellor told
Parllament the allies were
"entitled to, our solidarity,”

hundreds of thousands of
prolcsters were cxpressing
the oppositle view.

Sheets painted ; with the
word “Nein" (No) were draped
from the windows ol apart-
ment buildings. Teachers can-
celled classes so their students
could march {in anti-war
demonstrations. Automobile
workers put down their tools
for five minutes in symbolic
protest.

Protesters disagree among
themsclves.

Some borrow slogans from
the radical early 1970s and
blame the war on "American
imperialism.”

Jens Mueller. 19, one of a
dozen protesters in a sort of
peace camp outside the US
Embassy, said : "It's clear that
economic interests are really
at play in this conflict.”

Fellow camper Claudia Dan-
gucllier, 25, retorted: "You
can't simplify the war's causes
like that.”

Several newspapers have
described Kohl's government
as "paralyzed” by the outbreak
of war and say Germany's
world standing has suffered as
a result.

Kohl vowed solidarity with
the US-organised coalition at

" the beginning. but for several

days did nothing substantial to
express L -

Two powerful [forces
prompted Kohl to act: Ger-
many's guilty conscience to-
ward Israel because of the Naxi
Holocaust, and its debt to the
United States and NATO for
cdecades of defense.

J

Sharif urged -
to change
policy on Gulf

LAHORE, Fcb 3 : A mecting
of Opposition and Pro-
Government political parties
urged Pakistani Prime Minis-
ler Nawaz Sharil on Saturday
lo change his anti-lraq policy
in the Gull war, rcporls
Reulcr.

The call was made at a con-
ference altended by represcen-
talives of 22 groups, including
the main opposilion Pakistan
Democratic Alliance (PDA) of
former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto and somc of Sharil's al-
lics in the ruling Islamic

1 Democratic Alliance.

A confercnee declaration
demanded an  immediale
ceascfire in the Gull and Lhe
withdrawal of US-led forces,
whom it accuscd of "naked ag-
gression” against Irag.

It also called for the
restoration of the "sovereign
status” of Iraqi-occupicd
Kuwait.

The declaration said, Pak-
istan should be neutral in the
conflict, but sidestepped a
popular demand, voiced at
daily pro-lraq rallies, for the
recall of some 11,000 Pak-
istani thoops who form part of
the multinational force in

Saudi Arabta.

US claims false,
says- DPRK

TOKYO, Feb 3 : North Korea
has denicd whal it calls false
US claims that Pyongyang is
scnding Scud missiles and
other arms to Iraq in breach of
US sanclions, rcports Reuler.
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'‘Saddam being treated
with tranquilizers’

WASI INGTON: lragl President Saddam (fusscin s “a very

distraught man” and is being (reated with tranguilizers, U.S,
Ncws and World Report reporied in s lntest lssue, roports

AFP.
General Norman Commander-in-Chiefl of US.

forces in  the Oull, told the weekly that Mr. Ilusscin is also
"l think he considers himsell a man of destiny, that his
destiny is already sct out, predctermined in some way, "Gen.
!ch-'liq:lmw“m

Bul Lthe Iragi lcader's fatalistic views and the Gull war may

be getiing the better of him, according to the General's ac-
count.

"1 would alse icll you that we have sceveral reports that
Saddam is a very d man, that he was three doctors

trating him with tranquilizers, which may say something
aboul his mental siate,” he said

Gen. Schwarzkopl also said Mr. Husscin had “lotally mis-
read” the American public by thinking it docs nol hawve
sicadincss (o carry through 1o a victory in a lengthy conflict.

"The American public has been known o be slow to
but | think Saddam,. in some of the acts he has
has donc nothing more than solidify the su
President has for what he is doing here,” he :

Animal fat at long last

BEWMING: Shanghal scientisis have found Lhal eating animal
[at helps to prolong life, going against a decade of evidence
linking cholesterol and saturaled fat to heart disease, the

China Daily rcporied Sunday, reports AFP.
“Ignoring animal fat will L:I o the imbalance of atty acids

with in Lhe body, which can make people decrepit oo carly,” -
Chen Songhe, Assoctate Profcssor at Zhongshan Hospital, was
quoted as saying.

The results of a four-year siudy funded by China's State
Education Commission “corrccied the long-held bias against
the usc of fat in the human diet,” the ncwspaper said.

It added that over the last 10 olls had be-
come part of the Chincse staple dict at the expense of animal
[at.

"I haven't scen Lthe study, but would venture to say 'm
skeptical in view of the vast body of evidenee on cholesterol
and coronary discase,” an Astan health expert here said.

Largest fake in world

STOCKHOLM: Swedish police cooperating with its Danish
counterpart has successfully detected a case of fake art In
which about 4,000 imitations of art were brought to light, re-
ports Xinhua.

This is Lthe largest fake art case known Lo the world.

A Swedish ncwspaper reported that with the help of
Danes, Swedish police confiscated about 4,000 [ake art works
in Sweden and Denmark alter an investigation of three
months.

It is reporied that the casc also involved a number of sus-
pects in the United States, Drilain, France and Finland.

Bhumibol asked for
return of Buddha

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President Ranasinghe Premadasa
has asked Thalland's monarch Bhumibel Aduladej to rcturn a
Buddha statuc that was given to a Bangkok temple in 1906
press repor(s here said, reports AFP.

The Island and Lhe state controlled Dally News, both
English language dailies said Mr Prcmadasa had asked the

Thai monarch o consider giving pack the Vallipuram Buddha
statuc.

Buddhism is thc main rcligion of both countrics.
The ncwspapers said the ancicnt stone Buddha was given

to Bangkok marble temple in 1906 by then Governor of Sri
Lanka Sir Henry Blake.

Mr Premadasa told King Bhumibol that the Vallipuram
Buddha statue was of “great historical and religious signifl-

)

BEWING, Feb 3 : Sweccl
sixteen and never been
kisscd—that uscd lo be a
realily in China, but the past
decade has witnessed sweep-
ing changcs in scxual be-
haviour, rcports Reuler.

Morc and morc young pco-
ple arc engaging in premarital
scxual activitics, and high-
school students arc even dat-
ing—unheard of in the puritan-
ical cra of the lale Chairman
Mao Tsclung.

A scxual su taken last
year by Liu Dalin of the Shang-
hai Sexsociological Rescarch
Centre found large majorilics
ol Chincse mndnnlnf prcmari-
tal and extramarital sex and
listing pleasure as the prime
rcason for sex.

The 23,000 participants in
the survey, one ol the largest
ever taken in China, came
from 15 provinces and all
walks of life, including pcas-
ants and city dwellers.

Asked whether the goal of
scx was pleasure, o have chil-

| dren or to fulfil a marital obli-

gation, more than 70 per cent
chosc pleasure.

Eighly-six per cent of the
respondents condoned pre-
marital sex and 69 per ccnl
did not objcct to extramarital
allairs.

Mcn were morc scxually
satisficd than women, the sur-
vey found. It attributed much
of women's dissatisfaction Lo a
lack of forcplay before inter-
course,

The widesprecad change in

. sexual relations among unmar-

ricd Chincse would have been
unhcard of a few ycars ago. But
despile government cfforts to
block what are sccn as harm-
ful, foreign influcnces, the in-
flux of westérn idcas and social
mores have changed the scxual
attitudes of young Chinese.

The more libcrated attitude
has a rise in sexually
transmilted diseases. The
P'cople’s Public Security daily
recently reported that the
number of venercal discasc
cascs in China tripled between
1982 and 1987, bul gave no

higures.

The ncwspaper said 446
people in China have so far
been found to carry the HIV
AIDS virus, with five actual
AIDS cascs. B

Pregnancics among unmar-
ricd women have beccome

more common. One unmarried

. woman said she had no diffi-

culg having a baby, despite ol-
ficial disapproval.

Friends assisted in the
birth, which took placc al
home. The authorilies werce
less concerned about her un-
marricd motherhood than that
she obscrve the country’'s one-
child per couple rcstriction,
she said.

Many Chincsc parents still
put pressure on their children
to remain celibate until mar-
ringe and to marry an

r. Scveral women eol-
cp students said Lheir par-
ents forbid them [rom lorming
relationships with men while
at university.

One woman [rom Sichuan
Provinece in southwestcrn

Chinese sweet sixteens on rampage !

China said she "had nover oven
had a casual conversation with
someone of the opposile scx
before starting college.”

But many young Chinecse
consider ma » as an insti-
tution to be old-lashioned and
irrelevant.

"Most of my [ricnds think
il's crazy to gel married,” said
a woman in her late 20s who is
sceking a divorcee.

"If marriages go down and
divorces go up. therell be no-
body left in China who's mar-
ried,” she joked.

State statistics indicate
therc were 750,000 divorces
in China in 1980, up [rom
440,000 divorces in 1984. The
number of marriages, however,
increased to 9.34 million from
7.78 million during the same

period.
Attitudes loward sex can

in the cosmopolitan porl
city of Shanghal, attitudes can
be far more open than in i
jing.

cance to Sri Lankan Buddhists, the reports said.

The President himscll a Buddhist, proposed to replace
statue with an idcntical consecrated replica without disturb-

the

ing the sanctily of the marble temple the Island said.

Sri Lankan archac

logists had been trying

for some Uime to

trace the Vallipuram statuc, which was originally located in
northern Sri Lanka before confirming the statue at the marble

templc was thc one they sought, the newspapers said.

'iraq won't surrender

LONDON, Feb 3: The
Commander of thc British
forces in the Gull said Saturday
that he does not belicve Iraq

' will surrender belore a ground

to Dritish
reporis, rcports

war, according
television

Xinhua.

Licutenant Gencral Sir
Peter De La Billicre said that a
land battle against Iraq now
'looks incvilable' as President
Saddam Husscins' forces will
‘probably’ not surrender.

His warning came as Iraq
threatened Lo use everything
[rom kitchen knives 1o
wcapons of mass destruction
lo achieve victory.

Gencral Billiers added that
the massive air war would
continuc until it had preparcd
the battleficld for the Allied
ground forces to move.

Bul he stressed that lragi
troops had not been fully

 before ground blows'

tested although the air force
appcared to have given up.
According to reports from
Washington, US President Ge-
orge Bush has hinted that it
may still be possible to avoid a
land war in the Gulf conflict.

lo war was be
aliﬂlgdﬂﬂmyd
iraql air force war no longer
factor in the Gull war,

General Billiere also
the role of the British Air
Force which he said had been
‘exceedingly effective’ in its at-
lacks

He stressed thal it was
bombing only military targets
and would not destroy Iraq's
infrastructure beyond repair.

'18 Saudi troops

AMMAN, Fcb 3: Saudi mili-
tary s Col. Ahmed Al-
Rohayan said al a Press bricl-
ing yesterday that 18 Saudi
soldiers were killed, 29
wounded and 4 missing In the
first major ground fighting al
Khafji, reports Xinhua.

ing to rcports rcach-

ing hecre, the spokesman said

that 30 Iraql Lroops were
killed, 37 wounded and 420
taken prisoncrs of war during
the ground battle against lragl
troops at the Saudi border
lown o Khalji.

Reuter adds from a DBritish
base in Gulf : A land battle in
the Gulf war is inevilable and
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
scin is likely Lo resort lo
rhemical weapons in i, the
Commander of Britain's Gull
forves said.

General Sir Peter De La Bil-

killed in

1

licre said Iraq was unlikely to
surrendcr despile massive al-
licd bombings.

“Therclore we expect a land
batile to takc place in due
course”, he said.

will use it when he feels he
can cause most destruction.”
He said a attack
would be only alter
alr strikes had Sad -
dam's forces.
"The ground operation lsn'l



