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Dhaka Day by Day =

poisha tn everyday
Fifly ycars ago a lifty po
CNo on a wee

band for the wile In a

for her evening lea.

Today the loosc change like the 50 poisha
poisha and the lesser entins docs not buy

much and is used only in o

cine shops or given i~
alms to beggars. A
the central telegrap!
office at Gulistan, 1!
they owe you 50 poi

sha or less, you -have
simply to forgel about
it. The sl olfficcs,
fortunalcly, arc beticr
atl their small chang
payment ¢ scitling,
though they tend lo
use stamps il"llll.‘ﬂ:l ol
coins for that pw

pose. In neighbouring
India a local flifty po
sha- bit gets you .
small plate of “fuchk.,
but here you noeod
Taka 5 for that small
luxury . A shoeshine is !

for Tk 3 in Motijheel and Tk 5 in morc posh
arcas . The shortest rickshaw ride is for Tk 3.

While in the subcontinent we have been
hccing coins for hundreds of ycars Lhe flirst
Lydia in Asia Minor in
B.C. This was followed by
the Greeks and the Romans, Coinage also origi-
aboul the samc time in
and Korca.

The coins in usc in Bangladesh today arc
like Canada and East Germany
prepared from a mixed alloy.

“Thirly o forly years ago people kept coins
because prices were less than coins such as
the rupee coin,” says M Yasin, a rctired banker.
“The cost of a cup of tca or a fruit bun or even
‘purce’ was onc anna so that you gotl 15 annas

tiale mint was scl up In
the seventh contury

nated independently
China and sprecad Lo Japan

musde in
and are

back from the rupee.”

“There is no dearth of coins. They are not
in circulation because the cost of commoditics
arc so high,” M Yasin adds. "In thc carly fillics
you saw l-anna, 2-anna, 4-anna and 8-anna bils
. By the sixtics decimilization came in. Today
duc o devaluation the commoditly price is high
and the purchasing power of the laka is low,”

he continucs.

“The coins have to be in circulation wheth-
er there is little use of them or not unless the
govermment policy decides otherwise. Interest
calculation and bill payment is donc with the
help of poishas,” the banker says.

"Coins arc hcavy and people don't like car-

Is the small change fast disappearing? Onc
rdly secs the ten poisha, five poisha and one
lransaclions.

isha bit would buy
kend o load the table with
. One poisha sceretly left by the hus-
joint family system
bought the young woman a handlul of swects

¢ vemtos ol ot siprribicanioee

Whither coins?

by Fayza Haq

tree,”

BT RS LA T 1!

up in lakas.

yeoar.

rying them. People will not cven lake Tk 10 In
coins,” remarks Shamim Chowdhury
BCCI Bank. "I is only in case of prices
that of ‘Bata’ slipper for Tk 90.99 poishas thal
you would nced coins. Poishas are a negligiblc
part of Lhe transactions. It 43 more a book cn-

"Clients are nol bothcred aboutl 50
When there is payme
shas the figurc is rounded ofl as Tk 13,001 or
the poishas are nol payed atl all. The clicnts
pot gt for 50

| !'n.i w W I”

Sl puntn

of the

such as

poishas.
nt for Tk 13,000.50 poi-

poishas. Even

abourers and rick:
~hawpulicrs dcal in
tukas today,” Shamim
clds.

"“Duc to inflation
nobody wants coins
ioday,” says Mr G
Nawaz of the ANZ
Bank." Iif you give a
coin 10 a he or
she will not accept it
gladly. However the
coin remains a unit of
measurement of cur-
rency. The cashicrs
Ivave a Ul box full of
roins 1o makc pay-
ment of bills which
lor example maybe for
I'k 26.25 poishas.”

“There may come

a Ltime when even the fifty poisha will disap-
pear,”'says |lafizur Rchman, another banker. In
llong Kong, Singaporc and London you require
coins o purchasc commoditics. In Bangladesh
howcever the cgg sclicr and Lhe fruit shop man
will never ask in poishas. Prices arc rounded

“There is nothing thal costs less Lhan one
taka. Even a box of matches or a rickshaw ride
will involve paper notes and a single coin will
nol do,” says anothcr bank official, Mr Al :

Commenting on the prolession of charging

moncy for changing notcs, a phcnomenon

which has cropped up in old Dhaka and oul-
side the central bank Mr Ali says, "It'{s a way of

making a living. It saves people from the in-
convenience of queueing up. Il there is a de-
mand for a particular scrvice it will pay. I
somcone is prepared to provide some scrvice,
what is wrong in paying for these scrvices?”
Even in countrics where the currency is
strong as in UK the one penny and five penny
coins have disappearcd before Christmas last

The disappearance of coins also spells bad
ncws for coin collectors as Lheir chances of

procuring coins for plcasurc arc getting slim-

mcT.

Warm clothes | [ntroduction of new
subjects 1n Islamic
Varsity clarified

distributed

l_hr?ndtsh National Bud-
dhist Youth Federation dis-
tributed warm clothes among
more than 300 poor and
destitute persons on the
occasion of sacred Maghi Pur-
nima . a lederation press
reicase said Saturday. rcports

TV Monday

5-00 Opcning

5-20 News in Bengali.

5-30 Carton Film: Frankens-
1¢in Junior And The
Impossiblc’

5-55 Shikhhangon :Educatio-
nal programme

6-20 Sporits programme

7-05 TV dcbhate for siudents

8-00 Ncws in Bengali

8-30 Jibancr Jannya

9-00 Bulbul : Nazrul songs

10-00 News in English

10-30 Comedy scrics :
Ball Special’

E1 3 News in English

‘Lucille

The government Sunday in
a Press Note clarified the posi-
tion regarding mew subjects
introduced to the Islamic Uni-
versity and said it had not
taken any policy decision re-
garding Islamic and madrasha
cducation, reports 3SS.

The Press Note said
"aticntion of the government
has been drawn to ncws flems
and editorial comments in a
section of the Press regarding
new subjects introduced to the
Islamic University.”

It said the Islamic Univer-
sity is a sclf-governing institu-
tion and that the government

idocs not interfere in its aca-

demic activities. This govern-
ment has not taken any action
which may adversely alleet Is-
lamic and madrasha education,
it said.

The Press Note further
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said, it has been gathered from
the University authority that
Islamic histary and public
administration which wecre
earlier taught as subsidiary
subjects have been upgraded to

full fledged departments.
It said that Bengali and

Arabic language and literature |

have been introduced as new
subjects.
"Decision regarding upgrad-
ing and fntroduction of new
were taken as carly as
1989 by the academic council
and the syndicate”, thec Press
Note maintained. Bul due lo
shifting of the universily these
decisions could not be implc-

menled earlier, the Press Note
roncluded.

-1 50 scientfic
projects
exhibited

Adviser for Culture Profl la-
juddin Ahmed said in Dhaka on
Saturday that the country have
to remove the discriminatory
cducational system bcelween
urban and rural arcas in the

greater interest of the people.
reparts BSS.
The eountry has lost village-

" based talent due to lack of ed-

ucational facilitics, he added
while speaking at the conclud-
ing ceremony ol 14th National

Science and Tchenology Week
ol district-level programme al
Notre Damc Collecge. Director
ol National Scicnee and Tech-
nology Museum Dr Mpbarak Ali

and Principal of Notre Dame
College. Father Joscp Peixolio
also ‘spoke on the occasion.
Profl lajuddin said. il we
ofter education: lacilftics
cqually for urban and rural ar-
cas. the country will get morc

talented scholars. lie urged all
concerncd 1o continue
scicnee study and make best
use of the Ippl"ﬂpl’lﬂlt‘: IEI:I'I—

nology c¢volved by our scicn-
Hsts ]

Lluve hundred young sci
centists from the 11 educa-
tiomal institutions cxhibited
150 projects in the Science
Week.

Later., Prof lajuddin dis-

tributed prizes among the

win s,
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Members of the Be<ar Samaj, an organisation for the unempioyed staged day-long hunger =trike in frons of the National

Press Club protesting attack on the residence of its candidate for Mirpur-11 Constituency on Sanday.

Conduct
polls discussed

Cancellation of
Matin committee
recommendations

demanded

Engincers Service Str-
ucture and Welfare Committee
of the Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh demanded im-
mediate cancellation and nen-
implementation of Model
Service Rules proposed for
autonomous and corporations
and 'Matin Commilice’
recommendations on Cadre
Scrvices, says a Press releas

These rules and rceeom-
mendations were introduced
during the regime of the
Ershad Government. Despite
repeated demand from differ-

| ent quarters ol the engineers

and others, no stcps were
taken to abandon it. The in-
terim government was also re-
quested to dissolve these two

reports but these wore nol
carried into eflect.

Member Secretary ol
Engincers Service Structure

and Welfare Commitice Engr.
Md. Ruhul Matin in a staic-
ment, expressed deep concern
about CONCOP recommended

F Model Service Rules, He said it

would be detrimental to the
efficient functioning of all pub-
lie corporations and au-

tonomous bodies as under
these rules. higher education

were ignored. Opportuniiies
for promotions was made at all
levels for less qualified per-
sonnel., and for which. Sector
Cerporations would be de-
prived ol qualified personnel
in [uture.

Engr. Malin also regreticd
about the Matin Committee
report and added that it fatled
to fulfil the interests of various
Cadre Service and profession-
als. '

le urged the Government
to dissolve the Model Scrvice
Rules and 'Matin Committec’
report without further delay in
the greater interest of the
people o the comntry

The 7+ annua. general meetung of the St. Joseph' Old Boys

The Chiel Elcction Commi-
ssioner Justice Mohammad
Abdur Roul will visit Comilla
today to mecl and cxchange
views with all concerned
officials in conncction with
maticrs  rclating to  the
conduct of the coming Jatiya
Sangsad clections and mainlc-
nwe of law and order during
clection, reports [3SS.,

e will be accompanicd by
the Election Commissioncers
Justice Syed Misbah Uddin
Hossain and Justice -‘Naimud-
din Ahmed and other scnior
officials of the Election Com-
mission Scerclariat an Elee-
tion Commission press relcase

The mecting will be held on
this occasion at the auditorfum
ol the Bangladcsh Academy lor
Itural Development, Comilla. It
will be atiended by the con-
cerned  Divistonal Commis-
sioncer, DIG of Police Scctor
commandcrs of Lthe Bangladcesh
Rifles, Depuly Election Com-

—S8tar photo

of JS

missioncr, All Deputy Com-
missioncrs and Returning Ofi-
cers, Superiniendents of Po-
lice. Upazila Nirbahi Officers
and Assistant Returmning Offi-
cers, District Adjutant  of
Ansar and VDP District Elee-
tion Officers, District Informa-
tion Officers and Officer-in-
Charge of all than as of greater
Sylhct Comilla and Noakhall
distirets.

Govt urged to put
Shalbhan oilfield

Into operation

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Ganatantrik Party
(JAGPA) President Shafiul
Alam Prodhan in a public
meeting in Tetulia on Sunday
urged to put into opecration the
Shalbhan Oilfleld Project. a
party press release said.

The meeting was presided
by Mr M_A. Gani.

1 crtonve getal;les_
needed a year

A training course on
preservation of fruits and veg-
etables by solar drying leading
to rural technology devclop-
ment at cottage level began
Saturday morning at the
Institute of Food, Scicnce and
Technology (IFST) in Dhaka .
reports BSS.

Organised by Bangladesh
Council of Scicntific and
Industrial Rescarch (BCSIR).
the inaugural function of the
first batch of this training
course was attended by Dr. M.
Waltuzzaman, Chairman BCSIR,
as chiel guest while Dr.M.A.
Rahman Director-in-Charge
IFST presided. Course Director
Dr. Khondakar Kuddusur
Rahman and Mr. Golam Kibria
spoke on the occasion.

While inaugurating the

Association (STOBA) was held on February 1 at the school
premises. The following have heen elected office-bearers
for the year 1991-92. Saifur Rahman 73 — President (4th
from the left, front row), Faisal Siddique '73 — Vice
President, Izaz Hossain ‘72 — General Secretary,
Anwarul Kabir '77 — Treasurer, Rafi Choudhury 90 —
Joint Secretary, Nafiul Hasan '90 — Activities Secretary,
Khurshid Alam '64, Manzoor Hossain '74, Mudassir
Murtaza Moin '84, Amer Siddiqui ‘81, Wasim Haider
Choudhury ‘87 and Abdul Matin Choudhury 67.

‘Mohammad Maniruzzaman Chowdhury, Chairman,

BSCIC placing flower wreath in the

grave of late artist

Qamrul Hasan on the occasion of his third death
anniversary. Emdad Hossain, Chief Designer and
Mohammad Rezaul Haque, President of BSCIC Officers

Association Were present.

course Dr. M. Waliuzzaman said
that country needs about nne
crore metrie ton of vegetables
per year for the eleven crore
people . But one fifth of these
products arc. spoiled he said
adding this course has been
arranged in an eflfort to check
this spoilage.

lie expressed the hope that
this course will bear fruits in
building cottage industries,
based on preservation of fruits
and vegetables by solar drying
in all unions of the country.

In his presidential address
Dr. M.A. Rahman said that sig-
nificant amount of money
could be saved by preservation

of fruits and vegetables if this
solar drying technology could
be disseminated to all villages

~ of the country.

Fifteen trainees from gov-
ernment, semi government,

autonomous bodies and non
government organisations are
taking part in this course.

Dhaka -Dubai
Biman flight
from Feb 8

RBtman Bangiadesh Airlines

“will uperate flight No-BG 017

to Dibat on February 8. says a
press release. reports UNB.

The fMight will depart at
1200 hours local time to reach
Dubai at 1500 hours local time.

The return Might will leave
Dubai at 1615 hours local time
to arrive Dhaka at 2215 hours
local time on the same day.

Jiman earller suspended its
Dubai flight on January |5 in
view of warltke situation in the
Gull

People should
vote for real
democrats:

Manna

Mr. Mahmudur Rahman
Manna, Joint Convenor of
Janata Mukti Party Sunday
appealed to the people to elect
those leaders who have re-
~peet for democracy in real
~cnse of the term, reports
1SS,

He was addressing a public
meeting at his constituency at
Shibganj in Bogra District, a
party press release said.

Mr. Manna said honest,
dedicated and patriotic leaders
were required to run the
country which was totally de-
pended on aid. He said
for the first time an clection
was being held under a care-
taker necutral government. The
people should utflise the situa-
tion and elect honest and
dedicated people. he added.

Forum for
disabled

By Staff Correspondent

A national forum for the
disabled was formed on Sunday
at a meeting of the concerned
organisations held at the office
of Voluntary Health Services
Soclety (VHSS): in the cily
says a press rciease.

A ten-member committee
was formed with Khondoker
Zahirul Alam of Protibondhi
Kalyan Samity as President and
Dr Nasiruddin of VHSS as
member -secretary.
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Mcleorological Depa

The night tempe

(Tuesday) at 6.38 am.

i Weather S0

Rain in two divisions
| By Staff Correspondent

Rain or thundershower is likely to occur at a few places
over Khulna and Chittagong divisions and at one or two places
over Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions till Tuesday morning. the
rtmenl says.

Weather remained dry on Sunday but rain or thunder-
showers occurred at one or two places over Dhaka, Chit-
tagong and Khulna divisions. Rainfall recorded at Comilla,
Satkhira, Khulna and Feni was one centimetre each.
rature fis
changed over Bangladesh till Tuesday. the Met Office says.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Weather is likely to im-
prove at the end of the period.

Extended outlook for another five days: Little change.

The lowest minimum temperature recorded in Dhaka on
Sunday was 19.2 degree Celsius while the country’s lowest
temperature —12.3 degrees Celsius was recorded at Dinajpur.

The sun sets on Monday at 5.47 pm and rises tomorrow

likely to remain nearly un-

The temperature and humidity recorded in important
cities and towns of the country on Sunday were:

Dhaka
Chittagong
Rajshaht
Comilla
Sylhet
Bogra
Dinajpur
Jessore
Cox's Bazar

on Sunday were:

Delhi: 12
Karachi: 17
lHong Kong 14
Bangkok: 21
Singapore: 25
Colombao: 23
Beifing: -1

Minimum temperature recorded in major cities of the region

degrees Celsius.
degrees Celsius.
degrees Celsjus
degrees Celshus
degrees Celwins
degrees Celsius
degree Celsius
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78 Bangladeshis
arrive today
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the arrogant attitude
bigger parties the efforts for

the establishment ol a gov-
ernment on the basis of na-

tonal consensus and

clectoral accord of the three
alllances fuxled out. " We put
forward these suggestions in
defence o the expectation of
the people for sustaining the
victory of the upsurge.” he
il

Mr. Menon. however, said
his party and the 5-Party Al
Hance would continuc their
efforts for the establishmem of
a stable democratie proccess in
the country.

In his presidential speech
Jrove Iy Pl"l‘-lﬁh'!ﬂl Abul Basher
il g bor Iﬂkll‘lﬂ up the initia-
the o Tulfiling the cxpecta-
twenrs of the workers, llmlentl,

youth

35 development
projects being
implemented

Thirty-five development
projects are being imple-
menied at a cost of Taka 347

crore and 79 lakh including a

project aid component of Taka
159 crore and 77 lakh under
the Ministry of Agriculture,

BSS.
Besides these, 15 technical
assistance are being

implemented under the Agri-
culture Ministry at a cost of
Taka 10 crore and 40 lakh.an
offictal handout said.

discussion at the meeting on
annual deve pro-

umhnf::;;wy of

| Agriculture at the Secretariat

on Wednesday.

Agriculture and Land Ad-
viser AM. Anisuzzaman was in
the chair.

The agriculture adviser in-
structed all concerned h:
complete the projects wit
the estimated and time.
He also directed the officials
to be alert against unneocessary
expenditure.

BRTC's 30th ,
anniversary of
founding today

Bangladesh Road
Corporation [BRTC) completes
its 30 years loday (Monday) as
‘the blic organisa-
tion in the of road trans-
porl both as a and
cargo carricr, reporis BSS.

The then government
through an ordinance estab-
lish East Pakistan Road
Transporl Corporation
(EPRTC) on Fe 1961.
The organisation began
its journcy with four buscs
from its Motijheel depot, has
been trans formed into a mas-
sive body commanding sevcral
hundred buses and trucks go-
ing to dozens of points across
Lhe country.

Aler | nee it was
rcnamcd DBangladesh Road

Transport C MBRTC)
;md began ‘ﬂm

is nciwork as a w
goods carricr. Presently BRTC
cesitablished (s nelwork
through inter-distriet coach,
night bnrn-:h. lnhrm.d ser-
vice passcnger
cily secrvice and cuﬁl
scrvice.

commemorate the
founding, Lthe will

T T

out Lhe counlry.
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