CU teachers
on polls duty
demand

security

CINTTAGONG Feb 2
Teachers on clection duty roll
hcre loday placed a four-point
demand to the government
ﬂtll.;M w mhrm free,
fair r!ﬂ clections on
mupru 1iSs,

The of Chittagong
Unit of Bangladcsh College-
Univesily Teachers Assocta-
tion, Mr. Shaflul Alam, an-
nouncing this al a press
conference here, pointed out
that the teachers on cleclion
dutics would not be :LI;L Lo
discharge their respon itics
properly unless adequate secu-
rity measurcs were provided at
the booths.

lle listed the four-point de-
mand as menis 10 save
the teachers from assaull and
harassmcnt and compensaltion
for death and injury, il any,
punishment lo the offcnders,
consiitution of obscrvation
wams with representalives
from teachers and other offi-
cinls at u levels under the
supcrvision of the Election
Commission, signing of a code
of conduct by candidalcs or
thixir representatives, and in-
clusion of university teachers
in the clection dulics.

Mr Shafiul Alam also called
upon the teachers centrusiced
with clection dutics to be neu-
tral in conducting clections.

NAP (Bhashani) to
solve water
sharing issues
if elected

National Awami l‘nrt;
(Bhashani) Chairman Prol.
Noor Mohammad Kaxi said in
Dhaka yesterday the fate of the
couniry’s people could not be
changed unless the problems
of Noods and the walcr-sharing
problems of the common
rivers including the Padma
could be solved ,reports [3SS.

" e regretied that no politi-
eal party nor any individual had
mentioned these problems

during their clection cam-
paigns.

Presiding over an clection-
ecring mecling in front of
Mohammadpur Town llall
Mr.Noor Mohammad commit-
ted that his party, if clecled 0
power, would raisc the prob-

lems of flood and walcr shar- |

ing of common rivers al the in-
ternational levels for their so-
lutions.

The mecling was addressed

among olhcrs NAP candi-
dalc from Dhaka-9 con-
stituency (Mohammadpur-

Dhanmondi) Mujibur Rahman
Advocate and party General
Scerctary Sckandar Al

Rich tributes
paid to
Qamrul

Adviser for Culturce and
Food Prol lajuddin Ahmed paid
rich tribules 10 cminenl artist
Qamrul llassan rccalling his
invaluable contribution o the
democratic movement in the
couniry, rc UND.

lle was speaking at the in-
augural function of an cxhibi-
tion of children paintings or-
ganised here on Saturday in
obscrvance of anniversary of
death of the lale artist.

Organised by "Qamrul
Ilassan Oilijja Parisad” the
[unclion was presided over by
Poct Sufia Kamal and ad-
dressed among other by
Aminul Islam, Qayum
Chowdhury, Rokunuzzaman
Khan, Rafiqgunnabi, Sumana
llasan and Mizanur Rahman.

Prol.lajuddin said, the spiril
of historic language movement
and Lhe war of liberation found
true reflections in the art work
of @Qamrul llassan for which he
will always remain alive in'our
moemory.

About 454 picces of art
work done by members of the
'Kendriya Kanchi
Mcla' were pul on display in
the exhibition held at the
gallery ol the Institule of Fine
Arts. :

Rafsanjani’s

peace proposal |
to Saddam

TEIIRAN, Feb ‘2: Iranian
President Al - Akbar  [Tashemi
Rafsanjani has scnt a message to
iraqi leader Saddam lussein on
‘possible solutions to the Persian
Gull war’,(he lranian ncws agency
{IKNA reported here today.

Bul IRNA provided no details of
the Illl:lﬂﬁ. which was handed
over 1o Iragi Depuly Prime
Minister Saadoun Hammadi.

Mr. lHammadi left here for
aghdad carlier in the day.

‘Nalfonal Poclry

Kancher '

The number of political par-
ties and candidales contesting
Uhis year's parliamentary chee
tions is Lhe largest since hnde:
p endence.

Nincty polilical partics have
ficvlded 2782 candidales lo
contcst the polls this time.
Besides, 427 independent
candidales arce also in the race.
The viclory in the mass up-
surge of 1990 has crealed a
democralic almosphere where
the people’s enthusiasm for
clection is growing sicadily.

This is for the first tinx
since indopendence the cler
tions will la¢ held under a non
partisan ncutral government,
The Election Commission has
been reoirganisced to work in-
dependenitly.

The parliamentary clections
were hebd in Bangladesh first
in 1973. All political partics
ook pait in that cleetions. In
1979 too all the political par-
tics loole part in clection. .

Ouslcd President
IL.M.Ershad scized power from
the Pre sident Justice Sallar, a
IBNI®” man, in March 1982 and
the parliamcntary clection
were held under him in 1986,
Banglixdesh Natlionalist Party,
and Five-Party Alliance BAKSAL
and some other small partics
boycotted that clection. The
most controversial clection
was held in 1988 in the back-
drop. of an aborlive mass
movement which 100 was boy
coltcd by mainstream opposi-
tion political partics. :

The mainstrcam opposition
allizincgs and partlics spoar-
headed the movemoenl against
Ershad in October and the
movement turned into mass
upsiurge in the last weck of
November. The viclory has
paved the way for vstablishing
a democratic government
through free and fair clection.
With this objective the paolitical
partics have liclded largest
number of candidaics this year.

Bangladcsh Nationalist Party
(BNP) has Nelded the highest
number of candidales (299)
followed by Jatiya Party (270)
and Awami Leaguc (263).

Al. carlier nominaled 299
candidates which came down
0 263 as il gave 36 scals lo

‘the compone nts of the B-party

Poets' row

The Jatiya Kabila Parishad
Saturday [ailed to clect its new

" Exccutive (Commitlee for the

ncxi term for biller dispules
among mcmber pocts on the
last day ol the two-day Sth
Festival in
Dhaka, reports UNIS.

Incumbent President of the
Parishad poct Shamsur Rah-
man and Gencral Sceerclary
Nirmalendu Gun left the
Couneil scssion al aboul 9 pm
amid a furore created by rival
lobbyists.

The mecting in TSC semi-
nar room lastcd more Lthan
scven hours since 2-30 pm,
butl even aller prolonged de-
balec, the councillors [ailed to
agree on formation of 3 new
cornmillee,

f3clore lcaving, Shamsur
Rahman apologiscd thal he was
"unable to run the oflice of
Parishad President duc lo il
health”.

The Kabita Parishad leaders
weree tght-lipped afler the fu-
tile mecting and refused to
talk o rcporters.

Some councillors epincd for
granting another term for the
incumbent commitiee, while
others demanded a new com-
miltee, charging the present

" eommitice with incllicicency.

Another proposal for form-
ing an adhoc committce also
fafled th gain support.

Mcanwhile, the regular pro-
grammes of the second day of
the festival continued at the
inlecrscction in front of TSC,

AL worker
stabbed to
death in Barisal
By Stafl ComsWndent

An Awami Lcaguc worker
wiis stabbed Lo death in Barisal

L ‘Thursday night while return-

ing home afler campaigning
for his parly candidatc.

According lo information
received in Dhaka, the victim
llarun and his brother were at-
tacked by some miscrcants al
Shaistabad under Sadar upaxila
The miscreants demanded
moncy from them and at onc
slage stabbed both the broth-
crs and fled away. |larun suc-
cumbed (o his injuries at the
Barisal llospi while his

brother is under trecatment
there.
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Largest number of candidates
in race since independence

By Nazmul Ashraf

L TS
Of the 1089 candidates
cluding 9690 by 14 partics in

the 1073 polls. Al fclded 29

candidates and 293 were
clecied.
In the 1979 polls, BNP

nominated 298 candidates of
whom 207 won. AL (Malck)
hiokded 300 candidates and 39
were checied in the polls.
Twenty-cight political par-
hies Belded 1074 candidates
whinle 453 more contesied In-
dependently in the 1986 polls.
i the eandidales, 300 by
lomesd e the JI? and 256 o
Al. The JI* eanddidates cap-

tured 163 seats followed by
the Al (76).

Al the tion political
partics including BNP, Al and
Jamaal-c-Islami boycotted the

clections of 1988,

The then ruling Jatiya Party
ficlded 209 candidates of
whom 251 won. The Combincd
Opposition Party (COP) led by
ASM Abdur Rab of Jaliya
Samajtanirik Dal (USI)) nomi-
nated 260 candidales and only
19 of them won the race. |

The lotal number of candi-

dates including 764 of cight
other partics was 978 in 1988

polls.

........

Supporters of ousted President Ershad demanding his

relcase at a rally at Farmgate on Saturday. This was the
first open procession in support of the Jatiya Party
Chiarman since his ouster and in the face of mounting
demand to.shift Ershad to Central Jail - Star photo

2 ex-PMs barred
from leaving Nepal

KATIIMANDU, Feb 2 @ The
interim government Friday re-
siricicd the movements oul-
side Nepal of two [ormer
prime ministers and other of-
ficials of the partyless Pan-
chayal government ousied in
April last year, feports AFP,

The two former prime
minislers are Lokendra DBa-
hadur Chand, who is also the
President of the Pro-monarchy
Natfonal Democratic Parly
(NDP). and Marich Man Singh
Shrestha who succeeded Mr.
Chand in 1085.

Both have had their pass-
poris cither conliscaled or

The Panchayal sysicm was
ousted following scveral wecks
of wviolent pro-democracy
demonstrations lcading o the
sciling up ol an intcerim gov-
ernmenl pending clections
duc in April. :
The restriclions were also
fim on Lthe Chairman ol
the Panchayat Policy and Eval-
uation Commilice Nawa Raj
Subedi and scveral other

_Two students

shot in city
By DMCH Correspondent

Two students of Tejgaon
College were admilled 1o
Dhaka Mcedical College
llespital with bullel injurics on
Salurday morning.

The studenls arc Aslam
(20) and Dipu (22).

Students alleged that a
group of Jatiya Party workers
armed with fircarms, knives

| and cocklails atltacked a

meeling of Chhatra Oikya
Parishad on the collcge com-
pound at Indira Road.

The armed hoolignns hurled
cockiails and fired shots, the
students alleged.

Aslam, a Chharta Oikya
Parishad member and a stu-
dent of 11SC sccond ycar stu-
dent, reccived leg (njurics.

Mobassherul llagque Dipu,
anolher sccond year |ISC stu-
dent, whoe went o pay tuition
fies was shol in the back.

Police, however, could not

mention any particular group
responsibic for the ineident.
The Principal of Tejgaon
College filed a case with

Tejgnon thana.

commillee members, a highly
phwod source said.

The eabinel also dismisscd
Chiel Cabinel Scerclary Lok
Bahadur Shrestha and four
others including Lthe Scerchary
for llome 1Bhakta Bahadur
Koirala, Sccretary for Local De-
velopment. Dharma Bahadur
Thapa, Sccrctary for Com-
merce Nidhendra Raj Sharma
and Commcree Department
Director General Shiva Prasad
Sharma. .

Two othcrs, Scecrclary lor
Public Tlealth Basudev Pradliin
and Sccrclary for Local Sup-
plics 11it Singh Shrestha were
transferred to a Reserve Pool
under the Ministry ol General
Administralion,

Netrakona
rocked

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, Fecb - 2:
Nctrakona district town and
its adjoining arcas expericnced
a moderale carthquake at
aboul 5.05 am loday. _

The ciarthquake lasted about
25 sceonds and Lhe arcas were
joltedd three - times residents
saitl. The panie-siricken resi-
‘dents in  Nelrakona  town
rushed out.of their houscs

when they were awakened by |

Jhe quake.

Unemployment
rose to 40 p.c.
during Ershad

rule: Menon

HARISAL. Fcb 2: Five-Party
alliance leader Rashed Khan
Menon oday called for cstab
lishing an honcst democratic
government o lake the lead-
ership of the coun which,
had been economically ruined
during the corrupt administra-
ton of former. President Er-
shad, rcporis (1SS,

Addressing a mecting in his
constitucney of Uzirpur here,
Mr.Mcnon said the raic of
landicss people in the country
had risen to 60 por cent while
uncmployment increasced o 40
per eent during Ershad’s term.

The Five-Party alllance
lcader pledged 1o reduce the
gwdpw.lwml inputs by

per cent and cradicate cor-
ruption il his alllance was
voled te power. lic also
promised o  rechabilitate the
affecied peasants of the last
devastating floods.

He his volers that he
had spoken about the people
during the mass movement
and wanicd 1o speak about the
peasants in parllament aller
becoming their cléeted repre.
scnlative.

resorting 1o
terrorism”
Secrciary. General ol
Bangladesh Jamaal-g-Isham:

Mavlana Matiur Rahman
Nizami Saturday
m OvVeT m “*

mentary clections in duc tme,

reporis UNB,
Addressing an election rally
ncar F lazar on Sal-

urday afllermoon, the Jamaat
lcader said, “If cleetions were
nol held within the due period
under the carclaker govern:
mentl, a consiftutional crisis
will crupt”. In that casec
chances of laking over of
power by "undesirable forces
cunnol be ruled out, he sakl

Proper growth of demoe
mcy depends on holding of a
free and fair clection by the
carciaker government, he said,
accusing some political partics
ol violating democralic norms
and resorting o terrorism.,

Publication in the papers
aboul the code of conduct was
nol cnough the Sccrelary
laker government o rigidly
implement L.

Nizami, addressing
clectorate In the cilyornﬂin-
mentary conslitucncy ol Acting
Amcer Abbas Al Khan, callcd
upon the e 10 voie for
‘Scale’ and help cstablish rule
of Quran and Sunnah.

the

‘Human rights abused
in Bangladesh : US

WASIHINGTON, Feb 2 @ The
United Staies: said on Friday
that political violence and hu-
man rights abuses were
widespread throughout the
South Asia Subconlinent where
democracies were struggling
lo control bitlcr cthnic con-
MNicls, reports Reuter.

The US State Department’s
Annual | luman Rights review ol
the world recorded a detcrio-
ralion in the situation in Sri
Lanka as well as an upsurge in
violenee in the Indian states of
Kashmir and Punjab.

Pakistan and Bangladesh
were also plagued by abuses,
but the Himalayan kingdom of
Nepal achieved a dramatic im-
provement of its human righis
situation.

The report praised India's
functioning democracy and
vigorous free press bul said sc-
vere social tensions related 1o
violenl elthnie, casle, commu-
nal and scecssionist politics
sirained the system.

it listed problems as
"Sccyrity forces cxcesses
agninst civilians particularly in
Kashmir, scparalist terrorism
in Punjab dncluding political
miurder and kidnapping, as
well as harassment and beat-
ings by police, in detlentions
for prolonged periods without
charge. Political killing on an
increasingly wide scale, tor-
turc and deaths of suspects in
police custody.”

In Sri Lanka the situation in
the northeast worsened alter a
icimporary improvemenl ear-
licr in the ycar and extrajudi-

cial killings redoubled afller
negoliations between the gov-
crnment and the Tamil Tiger
gucrillas broke down.

"Political killing carricd out
by Lhe government's scecurity
forces, police, vigilant squads
and scparalist groups remains
a leading human rights prob-
lem,” the ropwort sald.

Pakistan was plagued by
kidnappings and random vio
lence in the Punjab and other
fronticr regions, cxaccrbated
by ¢cthnie ensions and a disin
tegration of law and order

Physical abusc of prisoncrs
and dctainces by police was
largely unchecked and there
was pcrsuasive cvidence of
misuse ol police powers o ex-
Iraet cunfzuuiuns from sus-
prcls.

In Bangladesh, the fall of
the government of President
Hussain Mubhammad Ershad in
December 1990 was preceded
by wviolenlt demonstrations

-which left around 100 pcople

dead and 1,000 wounded.

Alter Ershad’'s resignalion,
there were numerous revenic
allacks on his supporicrs.

The report praiscd Nepal
f[or sweeping changes which
rcsulied in the human rights
siluation improving dramalti-
cally In all spheres of life and
for all scctions of socicly.

"Political and recligious de-
tainces were relcased,” said
the report and almost all Hmi-
tations on the exercise of free-
dom of rcligion. spcech, the
press and associated were
ended.,

WB unhappy

From Page | Cool 8
Implmm"ummm probilem Ievcause
of stoppage of pipe-line laying
works at Golapganj in Sylhet. The
local people there resisting the
work on grounds of their objec-
tion to location of the condensate
scparation plant.

Encrgy Ministry sources said
mosl credil agreements in energy
scetor inchading power have more
or less the same setl of condition

alities. Morcover, other multilat-
cral donors such as Asian
Developmeit Bank and also bilal
cral donors ltke OECF of Japan,
ODA of the UK, KFW of Germany
arc also largely involved i enengy
and power scctor as cither co-fi-
nanciers with World Bank or sin-
gular source of funds for some
cific ecls. :
npcm“ HP'H:I?I:I.:E said that any dis-
ruptions to cxternal assistance
llows in heavily aid-dependent en-
rily scctor would have “chain-
cilects.” :

Besides, the rcforms pro.
gramme  supported- by Inte-

under iits ESAF (Enhanced
Striuctural Adjusiment Facility) is
also tagged o scveral conditions,
wimilar 1o those of World Bank
The suspension of aid in energy
sccior by the bank may inflluence
the IMF's disbursements of ESAF
fund, the sources said.

The siluation was reviewed on
Saturday at a high-level meeting
with Energy Adviscer Profl.
Walududdin, Six advisers and hagh
ollicials ol the Encrgy Ministry
attended 1

Sources said. the inlerim gov-
crnment will mmake an appeal 1o
the World lank not 1o suspend air
lows in encrgy sector. “The polil
ical government Lthat comes 1o

'or after the February 27 par-
famentary clections will be in a
betier position Lo deal with policy
issues”, the sources noted.

The PDP's atling performance
s « major concern for the interim
government. Total invesimenis of
the government until now in 'O
arc aboul Taka 7,000 crores in
current prices. Dul, the organisa-
tion has not been able to give any
sahislactory refurns. .

rmational Monctary Fund EHH'

| on Baghdad on February 1. - AFP photo

Irngis examine the debris from hui!nnl severely dumaged during recent alhied air sirikes I

Bush's 'national prayer day’

WASIHINGTON, Feb 2 President George Dush loday
proelaimed ﬁi nuitonal day of prayer and wurged
Amcricans in a saddress o pray for Allied treops In the
Gull and for peace reports. Repentedly inwoking Cod. Hush
sald troops in the Gull were ol war against “evil that threatens
world prace” and were compelicd by a viston of ‘moral order’

reporis Reuiler,

Quake jolts

NEW DELIN, Feb 2: An carthquake mcasuring 4.7 on the
open  cnded Richicr Scalc rocked northeasicrn India carly
tockiy ruusing no damage, the Press Trust of India (I'TY)
repa el Tremors lasting 10 scoonds wore reconded at 546

A 0016 GMT] in the neighbouring stalcs of

and

Devastation by Allies
RUWEISIIED. Jordan), Fcb 2: Rcfugees flecing alited
attcks on Iraq and Kuwail wid Saturday of a night mare

jovirncy along heavily bomibed h

Jordan, “The

cin w0
mother,

French

near |

s o remch sanctuary in

mﬂluﬁunmmmh-lmmtw
U said Fauma Jamal Jumaa. a Jordandan
Mrs. Jumaa,

3 o 12, and with a buby on her lap,

planes hit Iraq, Kuwait

PARIS, Feb 2@ French war

cars on the road” from Kuwnit
who was squccecd Into a car

plancs allacked lragi troops

raq's border with Kuwail and an ammunition dump

ncar Kuwait City today, the Defence Minisiry sadd. Two of the
raids were against artillery and mechaniscd unils of Irag's
clite Republican Guard entrenghed near the Iragl border with

Kuwail, The (hird raid was

against an lragi munitions depot

JO kin {20 milcs) south of Kuwail City. reports Reuler.

‘Stupid attempt

of Saddam’

RIYADIL, Feb 2: The Chicl of US Alr Foree In the Gull says

Irigy's thrust into the Saud! town of K

was a ‘slupid’

atlcempt 1o scize the inftiative afler two works of

Irom Allled air strikes. ] didn'l ex

peet (o see him (Irngl

'resident Saddam lusscin) go on the offensive like this” LI
Gen Chuck Homer told reporters on Thursday, siates Rewler.

Way to knock out Scuds

TEL AVIV, Fcb 2: The Uniled Siates has consulied Israc)

over the most effective
kunchers,

to knock out |
Army Chiel of Stall General Danshomron disclosed

rag's Scud missile

here today. Washington his ~applied Ismacl with Patriot anti-

misstle ballerics 1o Intcreept

he lragl Scuds and has pul

heiivy pressure on the governnwent here not 1o riposic 1o the

allacks, reports AFP.

Walmatogotow.

ROME, Feb 2: Polish President Lech Walcsa sald he was
reidy 10 go 1o Baghdad in linc with the duly conferred upon
him as a Nobcl Peace Prize winner, according (o an interview

in the catholic weckly
realistie aboul

. Sabato, loday
proposals for an Inlecrnational Pcace

. e also said we must be

Conlerenee on the Middie East, which he felt must be held
before the siluation degencrates, reports AFD,

Pak quake toll

ISLAMABALY, Feb 2: Hescuc
workers trudged through knee-
decp snow Saturday to reach
remole mountain villages devas-
tatled by an carthquake that rum-
bled through Alghanistan and
Pakistan, killing at lcast 300 peo-
ple, officials said. rcports UNIL.

More than 500 people were
reportedly injured in the minule-
long quake that jolied residents
from their sleep shortly before
divwn Fridlay.

The quake also shook the
Sovict central Asian republics of
Uzhckistan and Tadjikistan, trig-
wering landslides and causing
somc damage bul apparently ne
casualics.

Officials tn Pakistan said the
number of dead and Injured was
siill unclear because the worst hit
arcas woere in Pakistan™s remole
and mgged mouniainous regions
tordering Afghanistan.

Covernment officials said at
lcast 300 people had died in the
riake, although the official death
counl was 164.

The government-run Pakisian
Times sald snow-clogged mean-

rises to 300

rrews from rcaching some of the
most remot e shattered
the quake, which registered

on the Richier scale.

A quake of that magnitude s
considered  severe, capable of
heavy, widespread damage in pop-
ulated arcas. The Richier seale
measurcs ground movemenl as
detected by setsmographs.

In most of the hardest it vil-
lages, there are no moedical factll-
tics and whal docs cxist is antl-
quated and inadeguale.

Offictals said the closest |
tal was al lcast 50 miles (80
meters) away in Chilral, accessible

treacherous nmu':lam roads

nded by frequent landshides.

F"!!ﬂnmnk:mnln said the quake
was centered in the [ndu Kush
mountains, about 200 miles (320
kilomcicrs) northeast of the

m-
ple died in lhc:nhc that de-
stroyed dozens homes in the
Afghin capital and damagoed some
won erinment offiees. More that 80
hownes were desiroved in the

thiv provinces neighbouring

‘Zia loyal to Yahya’
From Page | Col 3 announced they used to say

tion control so that they could
contribute their mite in the
national development
Sheikh llasina said
would always proteet demo-
cratic institutions for which it
haed- fought a long baltle sinee
its  inceplion In 1949,
Mcaninglul national develop-
met would be hampered if
e demoeratic wis
hindcred, she :
She said those who come (o
r through conspiracics
:::cmr‘nlh# democraey Lo
Nourish. She said both
'resident Zia and President
Ershad had formed pelitical
partics afler taking over power

H.u:u-unl the claim that

' President Zimur Rahman had

declared independence on
March 26, Sheikh [lasina said
Infore the BNP manilcsio was

Hasina leaves

at cramsiing 41 ) pew
d the ather ot Hasaribog larner)
cromabng at § pm.

her party

* . Dhaka dicd

thint Zia had red inde-
pendence on - March 27, She
wanled o know which eof the
iwo datcs was correct? As far
as we know Zia was a loyal
soldicr of Yahya (il March 26,
she addoed. :
Sheikh llasina addresscd

Children's
painting
exhibition
By Staff Correspondent

A children's paintin
exhibition will be inaugurat
on February at the gallery of
the Instiinic of Fine Arts on
ithe ocecasion of the sceond
death anniversery of artist
Qamrul | lassan.

Central Kachi-Kanehar mela
will organizc the exhibition on
behall of Qamrul llassan
Heritage Council.  Children of
3 -156 years can send thewr

paintings for the exhibition.
Obituary
Mr. Habibur’ I'rull:i_

District and Scession Judge
al the Dhaka

Medical College llospilal on

Salurday. llc was paralysed
following an cye opcralion re-
cuntly. He was 56,

Late llabibur Rahman s

and one daughter.



