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Hope for South Africa

Once known as the "Land of Hate" South Africa
Is slowly turning into the "Land of Hope."
President F.W. De Kierk has taken another major
step lowards dismantling the apartheid system in
his country. He told the Parliament on Friday that
within months, his government would be
scrapping race classification, segregated housing
and reservation of most farmland for white.
which are the three most important pillars of the
white-ruled sociely. While these three laws are
being removed from the country's statute book,
work will start on introducing racially integrated
local government as well as on desegregated
schooling.

All these are most
which will be applauded by )
world, barring the hardline white opposition
within South Africa. The press has not yet
reported the detailed reaction of Nelson
Mandela, the leader of .the African National
Congress (ANC). He has welcomed the move in
general terms but he has appealed to western
governments to keep their sanclions against
South Alrica in place, until the transition to
democracy is complete. In othér words. the
Alrican leader is sticking to the line he had taken
earlier, which has met with approval of countries
which had all along opposed apartheid. Mr
Mandela who has developed a personal
relationship, based on mutual respect, with
President De Klerk might have been tempted to
soften on this point. We are glad, he has not. The
system in South Alrica must be kept under
inlernational pressure, as represented by
sanctions, if President De Klerk is to impress
upon the white hardline oppasition that sanctions
which are definitely hurting the country's
economy, would go only when apartheid goes. In
this sense, the continuance of the sanctions are
indeed, Lo the advantage of the South African
president.

While the latest measures announced by Mr De
Klerk have raised hopes, there is no certainty
that process underscored by the latest moves will
not yet be derailed the white hardline
opposition. Other obstacles can also delay or even
thwart the movement towards desegregation. The
violence among the rival black groups can
continue to pose a serious law and order
problem, which hardliners within the
administration would love Lo exploil. The formal
lalks between ANC and the government have not
slarted yet. Such talks may also run into all kinds
ol bottlenecks.

Let us hope that both Mandela and De Klerk
will pursue their shared objective vigorously and
bring about a new South Afri€a, on the ruins of
the hated apartheid system.

Back to Enduring Poetry

The Fifth National Poetry Festival went into
session on Friday at the now-celebrated TSC
road island. Shamsur Rahman presided over the
proceedings in his capacily as the president of
the sponsoring organisation — the Jatiyo Kabita
Parishad. And Begum Sufia Kamal inaugurated the
festival with words of revolution and pledge, For
ftve years this has been the routine. And yet it
refuses to smell stale. These are issues and
achievements that hardly age — and the Kabita
Parishad has had an enviable quantity of both in
its shorl but very elevating career. We congratu-
late the national association ol our poets on the
occasion of the fifth festival.

Repetition it was only superficially — and ritu-
als cannot help being so. Our thoughts go back to
the genesis ol the Kabita Parishad and the pro-
ceedings of the four earlier festivals. The Parishad
came into being to oppose aulocracy and its first
festival as well as the three that followed, were
[rontally counterpoised against an autocrat who
sullered from poetic pretensions and used the
state coflfers liberally to get himsell recognised as
a poet. if not at home at least abroad. Kabita
Parishad and festival were an active and militant
collective action by poels against the condition of
the nation — with all its ideals and promises —
put inlo a straitjacket. The fifth festival came in
the wake of full vindication of their action. If the
earlier ones against something very steadfastly
indeed, the [ifth took ofl, to cap its glorious
achievement of seeing the autocratic regime kiss
the dust of humiliation through, with lying itself,
hopefully as steadfastly, for something — for
democracy.

As we [elicitate the Kabita Parishad, so we musl
as well celebrate our poels in the hour of their
glory. And how best to carry this viclory of poetry
forward than heed our one and only Sufia Kamal
and act? Opening the festival she observed that
now was the time for the poets to cleanse the
society with their action and works. It was for the
poets to call in all to the side of the beauteous
and the true. From resistance Lo creativity — that
was the substance of her call.

It was well that she signalled for setling the
sail on a different tack. There couldn't be a betier
moment for doing so. For it is years that poets
themselves had started feeling that militancy
verging on the political was tending to make po-
ets churn out slogans —long and hollow — rather
than take deeper dips into the recesses of their
soul and come out with things of enduring beauty
and truth. :

We will be
great battle. God willing, we will ther in
Jerusalem. P 9e

—Yasser Arafat
Allied pilots are facing among the most difficult

air defences assembled in the world.

—General Schwarzkopf |
Commander of allied forces in the Gulf

together side by side and after the

inc all
permancnt members of the
UN
of the nations now
part of the allance Lrying Lo
dismember Irag's military
machine.

arouncd 88 billion, Britain over
81 bilion, the United Stalcs
more than 85 billlon.

German Forcign Minister
llans-Dictrich Genscher was
the first 1o come clean. Arriv-
ing In Isracl on January 24
afier four nights of Iragi Scud
missilc allacks, he faced the
anger of protesters - onc
shoutling "Why did you help
creale a new litler?””- and Is-
racll government ministers. It
had been German technicians
who helped exiend the range
of the Scuds so they could hit
lsrac].

Genscher, who carried a gas
mask in casc ol a chemical
Scud attack, lold reporters in
Jerusalem : "The governmend
is laking sicps o tighten con-
trol over foreign [arms) cx-
ports, but Germans did partic-
ipate in violallons of those
laws, We must own up o iL.”

Yel even now German com-
panics arc still reporied Lo be
trying to scll arms 1o Imaq. Said
Lulz Stavenhagen, a minister
in the German Chancellor's of-
fice : "The  government is
outraged Lthat individual firms
arc slill trying to cut dirly
‘deals with lraq”. Officials arc
investigating evidenee that up
lo 110 German companics may
have violaled a UN embargo
againsl arms cxports o Iraq.

France was the next Lo

‘apologise for arming Saddam.

President Francpis Mitlerrand
st a special envoy o Isracel
to express "France's sympathy
and solidarity aflter the Iragi
attacks lurnu{"

‘Despile the regrets, il is
unlikcly that Saddam will he
casily or quickly beaten given
that he has bcen reeciving
plentiful supplics of some of
the world's best military
technology for more than a
decadec.

Apart from helping to build
a [lormidable conventional
arscnal ol missiles, planes,
tanks and artillery, Western
companics also helped supply
the technology necessary for
developing nuclear, biological
and checmical weapons.

Saddam also knows how to
fool intclligence satellites, by
deploying cardbeard Scud
missilc launchers, for instance,
and the limitations of Western
satcllite surveillance - for the
US, then Iraq's ally, provided

angladesh, an arca of
556,508 sq. milcs con-
sists ol 68,000 villages.
So the cconomic viability of
this country undcrstandably
depends on the growth and
development of its rural
cconomy. Alter independence
cllorts were Llaken to develop
agriculturc on a priorily basis
but agriculture with low
productivity could not solve
the rural unemployment and
under-cmployment problems.
Now, beside agriculture ru-
ral industfalisation can play a
vital role in the country's
cconomy gencraling perma-
nent employment and also re-
vitalising thc agriculture itscil.
In view of the magnitude of the
rural scene, small and coltage
industrics arc aptly catle-
goriscd as pragmalic mcasurcs
in the bul agro-bascd in-
dust tion had ncver been
slcpped up with greater em-
phasis. _ .
It is noteworthy to remem-
ber that despite influx to the
urban centres not less than 80
per cent of the people of
Bangladesh live in the rural ar-
cas and they live way down the

| poverty line. Particularly, for

the cause of poverty, the rural
pcoplc arc compelied o leave
their hearth. and home in
scarch of jobs in urban areas.

Their exodus is creating so

many social problems in urban
life, dapart from the most ap--

Road accidents

Sir, Trucks have right-
fully becen named as "killer
trucks”. Many sleps have
becen taken motivation
through t(raflic weeks,
scizing of the drivers li-
cence eic. o slop them
from being just hazardous.
Bul unforiunately, till date
nothing has changed.

Only yeslerday (Thurs-
day). a truck ‘'managed’ lo
end the lives of eight
persons (as reported in the
media), in Tejgaon
industrial area. The
accident took place, jusl

cause one (ruck was
trying to overtake another!

al silly a reason, loo
damn care so many valuable

live

Counctl and many

just cannol kecp pace

Letters for publication in these
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature-and

| address. | |
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most of the noeccssary inlori-
tion during the cight-ycar war
with lran.

Reports arc now emerging
that some of the specially
hardencd shellers buill by Eu-
ropcan construction compa#§
nics lo prolccl the lraqi air
force from attack arc buill 1o a
higher specification than those
of the North Atlantic Trealy

Organisation [NATO).

In practical terms this
means the shelters are im
mune¢. to allack from conven-
tional bombing, conventionally-
armed Cruisc missiles, incen-
diary deviees and air-to-ground
missilcs. They may even be
able to withstand cxplosions

from lactical nuclear warheinds.

According to BDBC TV, at

lcasi one ol the wir bases m
northern Iraq cven has uncder-

ground living quartcrs and |

gistical flacilitics. Multiple
runways mcan thal it is likeh
to require soveral allicd air at

Latks to disable bascs.

(Juoling anonymous sources
within the Drilish constructicn
indusgtry, the BBC said :
bunker built bencath ‘the Alr
Defence Ministry in Daghdad
has been designed 1o resist an
airburst  [rom a 250-kiloton
nuclear warhcad.

Saddam's dream of becom-
ing the major militiry r
in the Arab would relicd gﬁwltl'bu
massive oil revenuces that
lowed into Iraq following the
1973-74 oil priec rises. Tradi-
tionally supplicd by the Soviet

morality and military export
resirictions. Bell helicopters
made in the US, woere sold te
Irag for "agricultural use” even
though they could be con-
veried for military use,

The DBDritish government
used the lerm "non-lethal™-

Iran-lraq conflict™ to justily
the sale of a mnge of military
hardware o | including
Thorn EMI's Cymbeline battle-
ficld radar tem and 300
military Land- :

In 1982 the British Min-
istry of Defence company In-
tcrnational Military Sales
(IMS) openly admitted supply-
ing Iraq with “non-lethal”
spare parits for British-sup-
plicd Chicflain timks captured
irom Iran. In 1984, BO Iraql
pilols received training from
the Carlislc-based company
Specialist Flight Training. Sev-
cral British machine ool com-
panics supplicd Iraq with
lathes and jigs thal were di-
viried dircetly into weapon
and ammunition fagctorics.

A string of iritlsh minisicrs
visiled Baghdad 1o boosl these
salcs. One  of them was Lthe
present Forcign Sccrelary,
Douglas !lurd, then a junior
Forcign  Office minister, who
shook Saddam's hand and al-
tended the anniversary cele-
brations of the 1968 revolution
that brought the Ba'ath Parly to
power,

When the ofl revenucs

wancd aller 1983, then Prime:

Rural Industries can-

by Abdur Rahman Khan

parent habitat problem. Most
of these people fail to get jobs
for lack of skill and as a result
many of them indulge in beg-
ging or cven criminal activitics
Lo carn a living.

Rural industrics virtually arc

nol new as a concepl. The dil-

ferent handicrafls like bell-
metal, brass, canc and jule
products cle. of rural arca still
testily the traditional source of
liveli of some particular
sections of rural pcople. A
good  many of these products
including the historically fa-
mous Muslin cloth still give us
a proud clation. T3ul duc to ur-

‘ban industrial development

these rural industries arc
gradually declining because the
slow traditional artisan's skill
with the
fast modern  industrial tech-
nology. Morcover, the popula-
tion of Bangladcesh is increas-
ing day by day and is scriously
aggravaling Lthc rural -socio-
economic condition. There:
fore. we need 1o think over the

‘consumplion. As such,

problem and justily it a viable
infrastructure of rural
industries with cottage indus
Lry as its vilal part could be ke
vcloped on a top priorily basis.
At the same time, promotion
and cxpansion of cxisting ¢x-
pertise and skill and cven re-
vival of some valued traditional
crafls which might be dying
out, may be taken up as griss-
rools cnlesprisc.,

Here the prinw need s (o
chalk out a well thought ol
plan for small and cotlage in-
dustrics which through intro-
duction, adaptation and diffu-
sion ol labour intensive deviees
and appropriate Lechnology

-using . available resources,

would produce goods for mass’
the
scope of small and cottage in-
dustrics should be widened to
beeome a practical means
through which [ull time job
opportunitics will be ereated
for both men and wonwen in
the rural arcas.,

Hitherto many measures

- sion

were taken to set up thousands
ol units for imparting lraining
in different crafls as to develop
small and cottage industrics in
rural Bangladesh. But the de-
sired result could not be
achicved as yet. Because, Lhere
liec problems ol provision of
required capital, adcquale
supply of raw maicrials, sufli-
cicnt promolional and cxpan-
programmes, markeling,
information [lacilitics, appro-
priale inslilutions manncd
with qualificd and cxperienced
pursonnel as barriers.

Unlike USA, Japan,
Germany and other developed
countrics where, for instance
cleetronic  producls arc
trcated as small and cottage
industry itcms, we have lo
siress on such conventional
ilems as may flind a preduction
basc in the countryside and
constitute an intcgral part of
the national cconomy. Our

once famous products are go-
ing into ohlivien.- whereas if

columns should be |

lives !

Now,. that we are so
conscious aboul rights and
regulations will anybody
take nole and lry to stlop
this kind of murﬁr‘?

Mahbub Hossain

Satmasjid Road
Dhaka. ﬁd

Academic dishonesty

Sir, British Mathematical
Society recently alleged
that two leachers ol Ja-
hangirnagar Universily

a research papers
hat were published in
1970. If so, the accused are
entitled lo proseculion ac-
cordingly.

The maiter obviously
indicates dishonesly in the

academic industry which is
meant for advancing the
civilization with ils prod-
ucts. The case in poinl,
however, stands equally
likely to alfect each and ev-
ery- individual citizen as lo
the oulcome of the delec-

tive moulders 'in the
laclo ol excellence' of
Bangladesh.

Now that the disgracelul
lact has been broughit to
light by the authorily, ap-
propriale measures may ar
rest the probability of con-
tamination of the country’s
education belore it's too
late.

M. Rahman
Zila School Road

Mymensingh
Short film festival

Sir. Thanks 1o the
ﬂﬁrnry that sponsored the
S nr"lyFllm Festival held re-
cently in the city. Certainly
it provided usg better op-

rlunities 10 see good

Ims by eminent film di-
rectors bul il was ‘lﬂ:rr ill
organised. On 28-1- I

wenl at 6:00 p.m to see Mr.
Mrinal Sen's 'Calcutta M
El- Dorado' at German Cul-
{ural Cenire. Around 6:20
when everyone was
crowding the 2nd floor and
pressing for the film to be
shown il was announced
that '‘Calcutta My El-Dorado’
would nol be shown, Had
this been announced or
llashed earlier in the
mornin apers, viewers
would 1\2!:: been saved
lrom Jot of botheration and
tension. None the
organisers were found lo
be apologetic. It didn't
;peak ::I lnl' "tilum. There
no n n
such a feslival m
hearied manner. Viewers
:‘hnuld nol be made v;tlm
organisers whims. us
hope. beller sense will

A M F Quadir

Sir. The article written
S. Barl, in your column
*Dhaka Day by Day.”

lan minisicr for
claimed he had not
formed of the emba

lo export arms 0 using
forget "crﬂ-mfh:r:,ﬁcﬂﬂ
ng a bona Ikhdu:-lhn

r weapons [from the Wesi
that insiead cnded up In Img.
Somc reports suggest US and
Uritish government
in this practice,

Iraq used a network of front
companics in Europe and
US le
wenposs Thnt eselll ol
lained dircctly. West German,
Dutch and Hallan companics
supplicd this network with the
technology and
for the 40-square-mile
ical weapons production
plex at Samarra, 48
northwest of Daghdad. A
lish company,

Aid, supplicd Iraq 10,
chemical protection suits.

Threatened with competi-
tion from the Soviet Union,
China, Czcchoslovakia, Roma-
nia and South Africa, as well as
cmerging weapons supplicrs in
the ing world such as
Chilc and Brazil, Western
supplicrs did all could lo
win orders form

The, resull of this fight o
wlllmhﬂhl*hl
brid array of weapons. The air

Bri-
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! -h ““ "‘E‘E :Ti ‘hr-..b‘_ ﬁi*‘ll h
laid on 'fast production i least
cost’ keeping in view the mo-
live Lthat the pmpk 1 duc
sharc of their captial
and labour in time. rding
the development of Ilm-lﬂu
in rural arca which is obviously
vasl, ate fund has 1o be
madc available for kee the
initiative

lems mentioned carlier hereto
arc solved camcstly.

It be reealled in this
context that although we have
polcntials, it is due lo
approprialc plans and
and also of skill, k
and technical know-how that
we are still in the initial stage
of development process.

Practically, a scrious and con-
ccried action plan has not yet
been made o cnable us be-
come scif-reliant, Making

3a prospcrous virtu-

ally is nol a dream. We are to.

bear In mind that
lies in the proper ut of

unulilized and yet untapped

n-s-m}iu:‘t 3

provides a new insight (0
the ‘problein of be = |
was Inleresling (o nole,
that, they have a commit-
lee with a chairman.

They operale like a co-
operalive which seems lo
be quile organised and run

efliciently.

Begging has always been
looked down upon. Bul il is
really heariening lo realise
thal beggars (oo are 1
o be sell-reliant !

It s a nice and
informalive plece and
a new dimension lo the

‘'occupaltion’ of begging.
Halima um,

Topkhana Read, Dhaka.

An appreciation

Sir, The Banglade
Communily Group and the
Jalalabad Associa-
tion Iin London express
their good wishes for Lhe
successful career of The

Daily Star.
S.A Islam.

Chairperson,

On behall of the organi
sations.

k of '|day from governmeni

China and Drasil.

pul it in Major Darbara, the
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Weslern governments an-
nounced Lthat at the outbreak
of war
lcase 2

oil fecar
M oo Sk g 1 &

Img's capacily o cripple Saudi
oil production and the Uniled

Slalcs o release rc-
»OTVC

The Bush administiration
sulfercd, and descrved, critl-
cism lor refusing 0 relcase re-
scrve ofl last summer, when
Iraq tnvaded Kuwail. Bul now
officials have finally put the re-
usC,

That is not likcly 1o pleasc
the oil companics, bul il s
wondcrful ncws for the coon-

- —The New York Times.



