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Electioneering gains momentum

STAR Report

Elcctioneering in the
country has gaincd momentum
with political parties cam-
paigning almost round the
clock® Morc arches have becn
erected on vital points of the
cily roads.

Most leaders have left the
cily and arc staying in their
own constiluencics lo per-
sonally su se polls cam-
paign. The leaderless capital is
being dominated by party can-
didates and activists who are
bringing torch processions,
holding rallics and public
mectings.

Election camps have been .

scl up, in most cascs, side by
stde, Microphones are being
used by the party activists from
the same places almost
throughout the day. Onc group
is trying Lo jam the micro-
phonc of the other group cre-
aling a chaolic siluation.

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina is now on a tour
of the northern districts while
BNIP® chicl Begum Khaleda Zia
has gonc to the southern dis-
tricts. Other prominent lead
crs arc also touring the dis-
iricts to promole thr.ir propa-
ganda work.

This ycar's polls are charac-
leriscd by the fact that the
whole process of clectioneer-
ing is not confined Lo public
mecelings and processions.
Party candidates arc choosing
housc-to-housc approach to
imprecss voters than to hold

pubiit mﬁ-{ingﬁ. The candi-
dates belonging to big or small

e

p:l.r!lh‘..::- and the indl.puuhnts
are literally chasing volers

upto the remolest corners of |

rural areas. '
In the clection race, women

are nol lagging behind. Latest |

reports show Lhat 33 women
are contesting the parliamen-
tary eclections. Originally

nations.

According to Election
Commisstoncr sources, 90 po-
litical partics have taken rﬁ!
tion symbels. Bul it is not clear
how many parties have finally
been drawn into the clection
battle.
say 75 partics have been don-
testing the eclections. Out of
them, 19 partics have no can-
didalcs but have taken sym-
bols. Fifieen partics have only
onc candidates each. Eight
other partics have only two
candidates. This suggests a

forlorn look of the stre of
many 'grassrool’ poli par-
ties which registéred a mush-
room growith in the country
over the years

Widecsprecad confusion is
also prevailing among the par-
tics of the electoral alliances
over the issuc ol symbol.

Only 24 days arc lcit for
holding the parliamentary
polls. The present trend of
clectioneering sug::t: that
the campaign will
tensified with each day pass-

major violence took place in
the cily yet.

Poetry festival

opeEns
By DU Correspondent

The [ifth National Poctlry
Festival opened yesterday with
the call for prolecting moral
valucs,

The Ltheme of this year's fes-
tival ts “poetry for democ-
racy

Begum Sufia Kamal inaugu-
raied the two-day long festival
organized by tLhe National
Poetry Council while poet
Shamsur Rahman, president of
the council, presided over Lhe
opcning scssion.

Begum Sufia Kamal deplor-
ing the crosion ol values ecalled
for cflorts o reverse iL

Election
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According to Lhec source,
the Ministry of lHHome Aflairs
has opened a ccll to monitor
clection offences. A long book
has also been opened to record
different types of oflences to
be obscrved during campaigns,
and election. The Election
Commission has requested law
enforecing agcncies lo open
such log books in all thanas Lo
record oflences.

The log books on cleclion
offcnces would help the Elec-
lion Commissior and the law
cnforcing ageneics check vio-
lation of clection laws and
rules more cflectively in [u-
ture, the source said.

manual

Instructions arc also being
issucd to rcturning officers,
assistant rcturning oflicers and
clection officers to properly
brief presiding officcrs and
polling officers to check cast-
ing ol lalse volcs.

Presiding  offlicers and
polling officers would be asked
lo ensure thal non-crasable ink
to be applicd on a right-hand
finger of cach voter got dried
before a voter drops his ballot
paper in a ballot box. They will
also be asked o examinc il the
appcarance of a voter and his
statcments tally with the
records ol the volcer con-
cerned.

Group Theatre Federation marked the beginning of its Ekushey programmes
yesterday by staging “Pala Badaler Pala™ of Subachan Natya Gosthli at Central Shaheed

Minar,
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of the country within the
shortest possible ume, he
added. The alliance will try to
prove that most of their oppo-
nent candidates are nol polen-
lial enough o bear the cxpen-
diture Lthey arc doing now.

==

BNP’s boycott
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thousands of workcrs ren-
dered jobless, she added.

Sheikh liasina said, before
bringing any charges against
Awami League of making col-
laboration with Ershad, BNP
chicl Begum Zia should look at
her own [ace in the mirror. "It
was not Awami League chicel
but Begum Zia hersell who is
enjoying her own living costs,
ceducational cxpenses of her
kids,
ture, ulcnsils, carpets, sola,
wall scrcens electricity, waler
and gas bills and salary of her
maid servants, gardeners,
maintenance cost of her car
and olher day-loday cxpenscs
from thc autocratic regime of
Ershad,” shc obscrved. "As a
successor ol a former presi-
dent, | am also entitled to en-
joy these [actlities,” she sald
adding that she rcjcch:d thosc
out of hatred and

Sheikh Hasina nll::i the
charges of Begum Zia that
Awami League prolonged the
rule of Ershad by contesting
1986 parliamentary polls. She
alleged, rather it was BNP who
helped Ershad to stay in power
by boycotting that crucial poll-
challenge, which Awami
League faced courageously and
successfully, She asked
Khaleda Zia not to destroy the
history or hide the truth. |

She satd, it was decided
that three alliances would con-
test the polls against Ershad’s
Jatiya Party and there was
written agrcement over the
sharing of scats. "l put my sig-
nature on Llhe document but
Begum Zia betrayed fearing
that Awami League may gain
more out ol the poll results,”.
she added.

the costs of her furmi-

46 ¢
women submitted thetir nomi- |

A conscrvalive slalistlics |
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milcs)] inglde Sacd! Arabtan
and held 1t uotll Thaceday.

lirdlish ppokcsman Niall
Irving sai]  Seudi had
succveded in cleartng ad

ino Saad! Arabia Friday aflcr
lrags taoks acroes the
border for a Bfth Geme and
fought & pitched baittic with US
Marhes.

Hundroeds of plancs, ineiord-
ing Amertcan U-52 bombors
arnd British and French

' Jaguars., poundcd Iraglh troops

- nilitary instabations
cheering

e

more in-

and lanks,

Wesiern reporters in Bagh
divd s six US Cruise missfics
My ing over the city Friday and
woere laken by gl olfictals to
sce damage in two residential

ATUIR.

Mcanwhile, US [reésident
George Bush, meantime, made
a meralc-boosting tour of US
leing a
Marinc-basc crowd

DESA
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improving its overall or-
mance and fnally pul forward

| the canditien with the dead-
ing. It is a healthy sign that no |

1
1
|

i

line which expired yesterday.
e donors calcgorically said
the inancial asststance o PO
would be séopped # this condi-
Uon along with Btht‘.'l"l WOTC
not et
Meanwhitjc, d@ifferent trade
uniens of PDB employces Op-
poscd the creatfon of DESA
and threatenod to-go on sirtke
il it-starts functioning. A group
of a werkoers  has alrcady
the head offlce of DESA
localed at Guishan on Deecem-
ber 4 which stfll romains

closced.
The cuncvrwzd authoritics

have already explainod the sit-

uatten 18 the donors 'and
sopught mese . Umc to solve the

problem. It is rellably loarnt
that the dososs -have taken le-

nient view esnsidering the po-

liteal sttuatien of the country,

The tssue is Hkely to be sctiled
after the February 27 eleetions.

that the sacrifices of US troops
"will end the mightmare of
fraq's brulal oecupations™ of
Kuwsait

A reporis [rom Nicosia
h‘# r.lh om 'M th-l'ﬂ{-
encd world lcaders heading
the multinationa) alliance and
said eaplurud pilots should be
treated as war criminals.

Candidates
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mitied statoments. A lotal of
28 eandidates are in the fray in
threc Feni constilucncics.

A Rangpur district adminis-
lration seurce Wwid The Dally
Star that he was not surc i any
candidate had falled to submit
statemen! [n six constituen
cies of Rangpur 82 candidalcs
are in the fray. Former presi
dent Ershad is conlcsiing in
five of the constitucncies.

An Election Commissioncr
source said the eandidates will
have to submil retums of Lheir
clcetion expcnses within 15
days of the holding ol Lhe
eleetion. The comgnission has
lightened rcgulalions aboul
clcction returms by requiring
clection agents ol candidales
to produce vouchers against
CXPCNSCS,

The source said the proce-
dure may sound simple, but In
practice it would be difficult to
suppress inflormation, because
candidatcs themsclves would
kcep watch on each otlher. 1
submissfon of [alsc rcturns arc
proved eleetions will be set
aside by Lthe clection tribunal
uni Lhe charge ol corrupt clue
tion practice, the source

Ekushey

- From PPage 1 Col 5
National open Alr Drama Festi-
val' al Shahid Minar. The
theme -of the festival also re-

‘Mected the great achicvement

ol the people through the mass
upsurge. The lhcmc Was

mhrcuumﬂm.,&pcm
the festival
A drama was staged on the

Arst day of the festival.

Bangladesh National Mu-
scum also opened an art oxhi-
bition on Friday marking the

death of artist Kamrul Hassan.
Kamrul Hassan died during the
third Jnlf:m Kabita Utsab.
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Iraq retreats g Midnight Filé&

Concern over Iraqi detainees

LONDON, Fcb 1: Amnesty Intcrnational, the London based

Human Rights
some of the Iragls

cxpresacd concern today that
and Malestinians detained in [irflain were

of conscicnce whose conditions of deotention would
m intcrmational law. mw

UNIIMOG mandate extended

UNITED NATIONS, Feb |: The UN

mmﬁu Iran

adopted Resolution 685 ex

Council yes-
the
raq Military Obscrver Croup

MIMHIHM“MH“M“N
council ook the action with firm indications given by lran

and Iraq that

they remained determined to implement fully

the remaining tasks of the force despiie the conflict in the

Guifl area, reports Xinhua

Cruise test over Canada

COLD LAKE (Canada), Fcb 1. The US army Thursday sue-
cessfully test fired a Cruise missile in northern Canada. a
military spokcsman sald. A US air force 13-52 bomber fet
lwnched Lthe unarmed missilc over Lhe Beaufort sca in the

Canadian arciic, Major Luigl Rosscto rcporied from the Cold
Lake miliLary basc in western Canada, reports AFP

Albanian cabinet reshuffled

VIENNA, Fcb 1.

Albania's communist authoritics an-

nounced a cabinct reshuffle on Thursday, with two mintsicrs
losing their posts and five new appointment. The changes
were announced by Albanian radio, monitored by the Dritish
Broadcasling Corporation, rcports Rouler.

France studying B-52 overflight

PARIS, Fcb 1: France is studying a US request to allow B-

52 bombers based In Dritain Lo

fly over French ierritory for

missions in the Gulf war, offlictals said Friday. The decision

will "naturally be made by

political authoritics,” said an autho-

riscd source, speaking on condition of anonymifty. rcports AP.

Manila not to break ties

MANILA, Fcb 1: Forcign Scerclary Raul Manglapus said to-
day that Lthe Philippincs had “no intention” of breaking ties

wilh Irag

and frked the Amcrican ambassador by qucstioning

the US role as “constabie of Lhe world™, reports AFT

Thai to bid for UPI

BANGKOK, Fcb 1: A Thai publisher said Friday he and a

group ol Hong Kong indusirialists may bid for United Press
International. the financially troubled US news service. IS it

makcs scnsc and the price is right then we will do it,”

Sondhi Limthongkul,

said

a former journalist who hcads the

Bangkok-bascd Manager group ol companics, reports AP

Sanctions on companies

DONN, Fcb 1: The German companies or cnlcrprises in-

volved in Lthe salc of weapo

ns o Iraq should be thrown out of

the Association of German Chambers of Industry and
Commeree. The suggestion comes from the Chairman of the
Association llans Pcter Stihl.addressing the German newspa-
per Ncuc Presse. lle also asked German government to im-
posc sanclions on these companics and enterpriscs and con
fiscatc prolils obtained from Iraqgi salcs, reports Xinhua

US move in Gulf : Kremlin smells rat

MOSCOW; Feb | -
nist Party officials I-um: wnrrm
the United States not io go- be-
yond the UN. mandate ta Wb
erate Kuwsail reflecting con-
cern ameng Soviel traditional-
ists that Amcrica wants to im-
posc its will on the Mideast,
rcports AP,

"We call upon the leader-
ship of the United Ststes to
(ake MOre Ncecssary mcasures
so that they serve the cessa-
tion of the bloadshed, and
scrve the vease-fire”, “said
Alexander Dzasokhev, the
pariy's i
meniben of the natienal legisla-
lure's Foreign: Allairs. mmmil:»
tee.

kiis - statcmonts Thursdny.
cchocd a. joiat tU.5-Sovict
cormidu tssued this woek.
saying a ceasc-fire would be
possible if iragt President
Saddam Husscin made a eom-

¢hief and .

mitment to wilhdraw from
Kuwait.

The 500-member Central
Commiittee approved a state-
ment urging 3. govern-
ment o limit its objectives in
the Cuil.

Soviet officials so f[ar have
not directly said support for
the allted milssion In the Gull
would be withdrawn, but major
newspapers have cdilorialized

against an escalation of the
conflict. 1 .
Foreign - Ministry spok-
m Vitaly Churkin said this
weelk -that the Soviet Union,
while urging constraini, slands

by. the- U.N. Sccurity Council
iﬂoluthn nuﬂ‘iurl:lng the Gulf

¢ m,

“In Mlgmn.. 'U 3. officials
said the Kremlin had promised
to rontinue’ fts support for the
U.S.-led war in exchange for a
White- House pledge to “back

oll" tts 1eugh line against Lhe
Soviclt military crackdown in
the Baltics this month.

Dzasokhov and othcr Com-
munist Party officials ad-
dresscd a news conlference be-
fore rcports of the dcal
rcached Moscow.

But Dzasokhov did scem to
link the Ballic crackdown and
the Gulf War.

Sovict officials, mindful of
their longlime Iraqi allics and
fearing a powerful new U.S.
prescnce in the Middie East,
have expressed concern Lhat
U. S.-led forees planned to de-
stroy the government of Sad-
dam, rather than just drive his
troops from Kuwait.

'I% U.S. sourccs, spcaking
on condition they not be iden-
tificd, said an unannounced
agrcement between DBessmert-
nykh and Sccreclary of Stale
Jamcs A. Baker led Lo the joint

statement on the Gull. U.S. of-
Netals also reecived assurances
Lthe Sowvicts would withdraw
some roofs from Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia.

Reuter adds : A senfor So-
vict officer said in commenis
published Thursday he fearcd
the Gull war could spill over
onto Sovict territory il the
Unfted Statles resorted Lo
morc powcrful wcapons
against Iraq.

Even il we discount the idea
ol an intentional nuclear strike
(by the United Stales), one
cannot cxclude a simple acel-
dent, a compulcr crror or
sabotage, D. Major-Genceral
Scrgel Bogdanov said.

There is no guarantee that
in surh circumsilances the sil-
ualion can be kept under con-
trol, he told the Delenec Min-
istry ncwspaper Krasnaya
Ivezda,
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pendence not to become El-il“.‘#
of others.

Begum Zia said those can-
not be the friends of the -
ple who in 1981 welcomed the
martial law, forged entente
with Ershad, and enjoyed all
[acilities of the past regime.

Blaming Awami Leaguc for
cooperating with the govern-
ment of President Ershad, she
said "Ershad and the leaders of
that party arc equally betray-
crs”. |

The BNP lecader also-
painted a grim picture of
Awami League regime saying
this party had done nothing

for the pcople.

googh: said this party had
snatched the right of all politi-
cal partics by introducing
BKSAL rule, gagging the press,
and utting thousands of peo-

hind the bars in the
n.nmr: of justice.

“People died of starvation,
bodies were buried wr in
banana leaves during their so
called Golden Era. People de
not belicve in the Awamile

democracy which was rejecled
in the clections held in 1978,
1979", she said.

Referring to Special Powers
Act introduced by Awami
league in 1974 and torture aof
private bahinis, Begum Zia said
this party neglected the armed
forccs and created its own.
bahini for their selfish goals.

Criticising Awami League
for termding BNP rule as

"autocralic®, Begum Zia
obliquely said Sheikh Hasina
had reccived back her paternal
properties from President
Zia's government. Even the
politics of Awami League was
resumed during BNP's rule,

| she said.

In an oblique rﬁfem-:m.'}'
Jamaat-c-lslami ‘she. sadd. this -
purtly would pot be able todo v |

politics  and - cantinue

normal ‘activities - #f Awanti -|.
Alrague comes to power,

She urged them to cooper-
atc with BNF and stren
the hands of nationalist.
to safleguard independence,

cstablish demecracy, and re- -

solve pcople's problems.

If you . WJamaat) lave. the’
country and want 1o do .poli-
Hcs, cstablish _and

kcep "Bfsmillahir. Rakmanir
in Ale - constiintiog, |
comte “with ' the mmn’:hat-

Rahim”
forces”, Khalcda said,

Kheleda Zix 'visiled -

the homes of sha-

heed Maharaj and Selim here:

terday.
yﬂﬂcgum Zia talked to their

family membcers and gave them

SOME Moncy.
She also assurcd them that

if BNP goes lo power, Lhe two

famiiies. would. be;fohabiitaicd |

Mahart- and ‘Sclim’ were |
kitled in ‘thc ity doving the -,
muwmmwhﬂ-

Blast al BNT’

poll rally:
Five hurt

CHITTAGONG, Feb - Five
pcrsons were injurctt when a -

hand bomb was hurled an an
election rally ef BNP at
Borerbagar of ﬂhakcrkhuii

porls Lﬁﬂ ‘

The injurcd pereons wWwerc
given immediaic treattnent at
local dispensary.
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