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Mortars fired at US Embassy in Peru

70 terrorist attacks on

Allied installations

WASIHINGTON, Keb 1 :
About 7O icrrorist attacks have
been commitied against na-
tions in Lthe coalition against
Iragq sinec the Gull war began

17, the state depart-

ps with no known links o

raq, department
spokeswoman Margarct
Tutwiler said.

Bul in some cascs Lhosc

claimi responsibility said
m hﬂm out of solidarity

Irag or opposition o the
Uniled Statcs.

The casualtics so [ar have
been a bank security guard
who was shot and killed in Le-
banon January 23 and an Iraqgf
national who was killed Jan-
uary 19 when a bomb he was
ca ncar a US eultural
cenler in Manila blew up. An-
other Iraqi was injured in Lhat
blasl.

Three incidents have been

US women soldiers

closer to frontlines
for non-combat roles

NEW YORK, Feb 1: Iraq's
claim Thursday that it cap-
lured U.S. women soldiers in
Saudi Arabia was a chilling re-
minder of the faced by
female soldiers despite their
non-combal jobs, reports AP.

Baghdad radio sald a
"number of male and [emale
U.S. conscripls werc capturcd
along with others [rom the
forces who arc allied with
them in cvil.”

it said the prisoncrs, cap-
tured in the fighting around
the Saudi border city of Khalfji,
were being well-treated.

in a bricfing ., the U.S. mili-
tary command in Saudi Arabia
said thal onc female U.S. sol-
dicr in a Lrans n unit was
missing aflcr Iraqi forcecs
pushcd southwars. But the U.S.
command did not confirm she
was a prisoncr ol war or re-
lkcasc her name.

There have been no previ-
ous reports of U.S. fcmale
POWs since World War 11,
when 67 Army nurses were
captured by the Japancse in
the Philippines, and a nurse
was caplurcd by the Germans
and lailer released, according
to the US Army's Cenler for
Military |listory.

Women in the U.S. military
arc barred [rom scrving in
unils whose primary mission is
combal, bul Lhe morc than
500,000 U.S. troops now in

the Gulf also include hundreds
of support units where women
could be .

Military authorilics havce
said womcn make up about B
percent of U.S. troops in and
around Saudi Arabia. That
means about 40,000 Amcrican
women are in uniform in the
Gull region.

"In a war zonc, Lthe line be
tween combat and non-combat
units is a gray onec,” Navy Lt.
Cmdr Michacl Pandzik, a U.S.
Dclcnse Dcepartment spokes-
man (n Washington said
Thursday.

“If you are looking for a safc
arca, there doesn’t appear Lo
be onc if you arc operating in
an arca within reach of ballistic
missilcs,” he added.

Women arc not assigned Lo
artillery, infantry or armor
units in thec Army or on Navy
aircrall carricrs, destroyers or
cruisers, Pandzik said .

Bul non-combat roles in-
clude being in the military po-
lice, or on support ships bring-
ing "bullcts, beans and black
oil."— a Navy phrase for am-
munition, food and fucl— to
combal ships.

In the Air Foree, womcn
can be fighler pilots in training
commands or [erry aircrafl he
said. They can also fly a whole
range of cargo plancs, hcli
copicrs and fixed-wing air-
crall.

reproted over Lthe past 24
hours in Ycmen, a backer of
Iraq. Bursts of automatic
weapons fire hit the compound
of the US Embassy in the eapi-
tal city Sanaa, a grenade wis
thrown at the residence ol 1w
Turkish Ambassador, leaving
onc person injured, and there
was an cxplosion oulside Lhe
residence of the Japancse am-
bassadors.

in the Peruvian capilal
Lima, a pair of bombs de-
stroyed a monument to the
late US President John F.
Kennedy while a weaker ex-
plosive shook a US cultural
center. The US Statc Depart-
ment sald it suspected Pro-
Cuban rcbels of the Tupac
Amaru revolutionary front.

Elsewhere, the French cul
tural center In Amman was
practically destroyed by a firc
sct by arsonists.

In the Philippines, police
defused two bombs at a relay
station belonging to the Voice
of America, and a small cxplo-
sion rattled a building housing
the Saudi Embassy.

In Santiago, Chilc, an in-
cendiary bomb damaged a
branch of the Chase Manhattan
Bank. In Beirut, a stick of dy-
namits blcw up ncar the Em-
bassy of Qatar.

The State Department said
it could not confirm thal
Wednesday's killing in Ankara
of a sccurity official for the
Turkish Prime Minister was
linked to Lhe Gull war.

Another rcporl says :@: Sus-
pected rcbels [fired three
mortar rounds at the US Em-
bassy Thursday in an atlack
police linked to the Gulfl war,
police said. No Injurics were
reporied.

it came a day alter rebeis |

huried home made bombs at a
monument Lo the latc US Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy, a US-
Peruvian cultural centre and
the Italian embassy to prolest
Lhe Gull war.

The mortar rounds in
Thursday's incident were fired
from a distance of 60 mcters

parking loi, pelice said.

Officials blamed the Pro-
Cuban Tupac Amaru Revolu-
tionary . movement, on¢ of
Peru's two main Guerilla
organisalions.
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: Gulf crisis
Arab states: friend or foe?
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? Uncommitted

WASHINGTON- Feb. |: Tiw
‘White House brushed it 0.7,
insisting the U.S -Soviet
statements on the Gull wasn’t
even worth mentioning In
President George Bush's State
of the Union address. But be-
tween the lines, one might
read a fresh effort to find Mid-
die East peace, reports AP.

Assuming that lraq's Sad-
dam Hussein is willing te give

And assuming that no one,
ncither in Washington or
Jerusalem, will make a fuss
over,"linkage’.

Overture

iIn the statement, the

United States and the Sovict

Union spelled out conditions
for a possible ceaseflire in Lhe
2-week old war. declarcd
one would be possible il Iraq
made"an unequivocal commit-
ment” to remove all it occu-
pation forces [rom Kuwati and
took "concrete steps” in that
direction. ‘

At the most. the diplomal

statement. opcned the door:-
just a crack -- toward a new
peace overture. At the lcast, it
was a useful recitation of U.S
policy in the. effort to. keep

to ceasefire or
simple repeat of policy?

Moscow satisfied with the Gulf
wur

Many were puzzling over
the U.S -Sovict statement from
Sccretary of State James A
Baker Il and Foreign Minister
Alexander A. Bessmertnykh
cven as Bush was winning con-

gressional applause for his Gulf '

policy. e _

In the past, Bush hadl in-
sisted there would be "no
pausc” in the war. And U.S pol-
icy lmd always insisted upon a
complete Iraqi withdrawal
from Kuwait.

I'ﬂ‘--'..! the President made no
2

mention in his nearly hour

iong State of the Unton ad-
Aress of any possible new
ompomises, in which he de
clared : "we will prevail”

U.S policy also had alway=
argued against linking the Gu..
conflict, with the Palestinlan
issue. Yet. Tuesday's Baker
lessmertnykh statement mac'
a point ol stressing that the
Arab -lsrach dispute had becr
2 source of eonflict in the
Middlc East.

And. the statement contin
wed. it would be “especially
important” 1o try (o resolve
this older dispuie,
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cupied homeland -nl:n
Wednesday demoralisced and

w?u’hmn;:d re

1
R
tclepho as re-

ing sale
h viclous than they
" sal a

a Gulf
country. “We are very worriod
now aboayl civilian lves.”
Aller twe wechs of near
continuous bombing by Allcd
forecs, little foed was griting
inle the country and momale

- much mare
. were theee days ago,
" Kuwaiti now in extle in

| among lower- ranking lragl
| soldicrs was poer, Kuwallis

wauddl.

food and communicatidns
cquipment, the sources sald.
They were nlly undcr
orders 0 find satellite phoncs
o prevent mews from eaking
abwrossd

The Kuwaitls sadd, l::’ be-
leved Iragi casuallics boen
treme ndous bul reports were
siill sketoh.” (Kuwaitis insidc)
say il is a lot worse than has
been reported by elther west-
i modia, an exiled
Kuwsill :

The lragis stopped scnding
woundod to Kuwait city hospi-
tals aboutl a week ago, appar

o preyent casualty Hg-

' from getting out. Tromd

ment was confided 1o Al Jahra
Ilospital west of the city,
where only Iraqgis lived.

MPalestinian neighbourhood s
were sald to be sullering the
worst food shoriages. Somec
supplics were coming lo pri
vale stores from Jor
dan and Irmq, bul prices were
very high,

Rice, flour, becans and
cheese were available In coop-
cralive supermarkets, supphiod
from privatc warchouses
stocked before the war. The
cooperalives were open
onc or two hours a day.

Kuwaitis had other, hidden
slores, and most Kuwaiti fami-
ltes had stocked up on rice.
bread and canncd goods. Meat
Wils BCANCC, .

"They (the Kuwailis) can
surviver ‘for a mbnth oF Awo
unicss the Iraqgis come and
stcal their lood. They have
been dividing their food iInto
two or three caches, sald a
Kuwaiti.

He sald, the Kuwaitli rcsis
tancce had built a support nct-
work among the onc-third of
Kuwait's 750,000 citizcns,
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Children and Books

Dr. Halima Khatun

Juvenile literature offers unending

be aware of the interest and the needs of the

BOUT children and play it
A is said that play is their

existence. They play as
they grow. Play contributes to
their growth and makes them
healthy. So alse do books.
Books contribute immenscly
towards the healthy growth of
the children. This growth is

olcourse mecntal, cmotional
and social, along with intcliec-
tual. Nobody can deny the [act
that children need varicty of
books to satisly their hunger
for information, fancy or
imagination, adventure and
experimentation. They necd
books to Improve and cnrich
their reading skill, and power
of assimilation.

Love of reading is a precious
gift. Inlantile litcraturc offers
uncnding source of plcasure to
the young readers. The power
of imagination s shaped, buill
and nourished by profuse
rcading on a varicty of subjects.
Children should be to
the world of books as they
lcarn to read. Seclection of
books for children should be
made in consideration with
their age ability and interest.
Through reading children can
find the answers of many of
their quarries about places and
things and peoples if not the
wholc world or beyond it

Tcachers arc the best of
guides in this respect. They
can very casily allure and invite
the children to the land of [an-
tasy and imagination, informa-
tion and experimentation.
From the very beginning the
children should be given
plenty of colourful and casy lo
rcad books. The class leacher
can rcad aboul some section or
portion lo them, then ask
them to read the rest. Book
covers may be displayed on the
display board to attact the at-
tention of the young rcaders.
Some stories can be drama-
tized and acted by the stu-
dents. All these activitics can
make the children intcrested

in reading books.

Teachers should also realize
that just like adults children
change their purpose for read-
ing according to changing
necds. Teachers should be
ready to cope with the situa-

tion by arranging rcading pro-
grammecs accordingly. Very
ofien tcachers Lry Lo imposc
their own interest upon Lheir
young wards by inducing them
to read books which they may
not like. This may causc scri-
ous affects on some. Others
may casily digest the bait and
proceed an their journcy to
the book land emotionally un-
hurt.

Wrilers should be aware of
the intcrest, ability and nceds
of the childrcn while writing
books for them. This is be-
cause children seck the truth
about the world and its people,
they want to know themsclves
and where they belong. To sce
their own lives clearly children
neced to look into the contrast-
ing riecnces of others.
Even before they learn Lo read.
the children want to know
what is just and right. Becausc
he is always for the right and
good the story of [ilm com-
municates a scnse of valucs Lo
the readers. For this recason
the writers should handle the
subjcct with carc as'it aflfccts
the tender mind of the young
freshers who is not yct ac-
quainted with unanted and
crooked ways around. The
teachers of juvenile literature
should be conscious and vigi-
lant about the unwanted cle-
ments in the lo be sup-
plicd to the young. The litera-
turc produced f[or children
may al first pass through the
censorship of able teachers
and parcnts. This conscious-
ness in handling juvenile writ-
ings is neccssary for betler
nourishment ol the young stu-
dents.

Children arc cxplorers.
Their mind is filled with in-
quisitiveness aboul the world
and its people. They try to dis-
cover the common clements in
the lives of men and children
is other parts of the world.
Books for children should give
careful attention to this sccd.
The successlul writers of juve-
niles should also be explorers
and in a sense world tourists.

invite children from all
over the world with their ev-
cryday activitics and gamcs.
Tﬁmggh the colourful and

leasure to the

snurmofcﬁn

lively illustration children can
associate Lthemsclves with the
fricnds living in far away coun-
irics. This type of writing is

-

sure to fill the mipds of Lhe
children with a scnse of unity
of mankind and universal
brotherhood. Favourite wrilers
el children know the likes and
dislikes, of the age group they
take care to cater. Teachers ad
guardians should join hands lo
make to best usc of printed
matcrials for their wards.

Children’s intcrest is an
important factor regarding ju-
venile literature. There have
been many rescarch investiga-
tions on children's intcrests in
weslern countries. Unfortu-
natcly rcsearch in this arca is
almost non existet in owur
country, Factors in litcrature
which appeal to children have
been carcfully identified in
those studics. It was found that
surprise, repetitian, animals,
and narratives appcal lo pri-
mary school children most.

Another study revealed Lhat
girls enjoy books in which boys
or men are main characters,
but boys do not cnjoy books in
which girls or women arc pre-
dominant. .

Rhymcs play a very promi-
nent part II:I {voolu for chil-

_different ages and stages

young readers. Writers should
dren while writing books for them.

dren. The -rhythmic sound of
pocms make the young read-
crs. spcllbound. The subjcet
matter may lack consislency
but the beat to Lhe rhymes at-
tract children | . Many
studies show that children
prefer poetry with humour and
comic element. Pocms about
animacs arc also liked by chil-
dren frrespective of language
and place of residence. Uni-
versal truths make children's
literature acccptable all over
the world.

Another study rcports thal
adventure, action, myscy,
childlife, animal life and sports
appcal to children. Gradually
with advancing age, boys turn
to realistic narratives or adven-
turc, whilc girls continue to
favour themes of home life and
begin Lo read romantic storics.

Parents and teachcrs who
arc responsible for children’s
rcading nced to be awarc of
the guide from studics about
child devélopment, learning
theory and children's intcrest.
They should recognize charac-
teristic needs of children at
1 of de-
velopment. We all know that

children live in two worlds-
the real, and the onc that cx-
ists in their imagination. So an
undcrstanding of the inner
world of childhood is essential
for the teachers and parents.
It is also known that litcra-
ture makes the rcader see,

feel, and understand and take -

delight in the world around.
Through literature children
could be cxposcd to the basic
facts rclating lo anything. This
is becausc the ficld of litera-
ture is inter rclated to the
fabric of all subject matter
such as science and social
science cven mathematics and
of coursc language arts. From
the very beginning the chil-
dren should be shown the easy
way to reading which should
contain easy mcanings for the
children to grasp. Compre-
hensive meaning [from the
reading molivate children Lo
read more.

Dr. Halima Khatun is Direc-
tor, Institute of Education &
Research, Dhaka University.
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INDIA'S FIRST FULLY
LITERATE TOWN

A small district tnwninlndin'lmthun:tntanﬂhmhi mmm_ getlintom
many thought impossible: stamp out illiteracy among its tion. In a

where one out of two adultsmmtmdurwﬁte,ﬁottaymhas!hu?rn that it is
possible to give every citizen the right to master the written ward,deq:_nterehmtant
political leaders, initial suspicion among learners and overriding differences of
caste, religion, language and political affiliation. Latika Padgaonkar reports:

ERALA has always been
several steps ahead of
the rest of the country.

The 1981 census showed its
literacy level to be almost 64
per cent; little Kottayam had
then alrcady rcached an
impressive 86 per cent rate of
litcracy. In June last year.,it

rcached its goal of becoming
India’s [first "[literacy-[ree”
town.

But literacy is not the on
fcature the town can be pmwl:{

of . With a relatively small
population of 68,000 it has
also achieved a low birth rate,
low infant mortality, and con-
ditions of health and hygiene
"far superior to anywhere cisc
in India®, accoring to K.J.
Alphonse, the dynamic District
Collcctor who organised the
literacy cam S N

. a “'- "
#“ghaﬂicn behind this dra-
matic success? Principally a

groundswell of popular partic=: le:tl'l spverwhglming cnthusi- lear

Achieving literacy
helps people take
control of their own
lives, participate on
a more equal basis
in society and
improve general
living conditions.

ipation, says Alphonse. The
story goes back to 1988, when
the National Service Scheme
of the Mahatma Gandhi Uni-
versity in Kottayam presented
a proposal to the Ministry of
Human Resources Develop-
ment o make Kottayam India’s
first fully literate town. The
campaign planners agrecd
that reading, writing and
atithmetic simply weren't
cnough: the drive would also
include the broader goal of
cducation for all and an im-
provement of the overall qual-

ign with ur-

ity of life. In fact, the campaign
for literacy included themes
such as: read more books,
green the city, consumer guid-
ance, physical fitness, savings,
traffic sense, immunistation,
anti-smoking, drug and alcohol
campaign, cancer education,
ele.

Launched with a [anfare
(Nag hoisting, a literacy run,
and pulbic pledge), the Kot-
tayam drive had a dual objec-
live: 100 per cent literacy in a
record of100 days targeted at

. the 6-60 age group, and a bet-
of |

ler quality ife through a

serics of fiftcen one-month |

campaigns.

Once the literacy drive's
various facets--including re-
sources (mostly in the form of

sponsorship). training. and

were well on their way, the
people of Kotlayam responded

sessions-

asm. So much so that they vir-
tually took the campaign into
their own hands.

It became a feverish racc
against time for the organiscrs
whose aim was simple: break
the pnychnlu%ircal barricr and
have people ablc to sign
their names, wrile letlers,
rcad news papers and calcu-
late. In short, provide them
with the basics for an inde-

pcndcnt existence. .

I pﬁﬂpk‘ can writc thelr
names instcad of offering their
thumbprints®, says Alphonse,
“the psychological difference is
tremendous”™. "And”, quoting a
professor from Kottayam, he

' adds, "the writtcn word ma-

kes a great qualitative chavge
in a person's life”.

The neighbourhood Lcach-

ﬂl..‘-m o the willing,
ners [irst. The rcluctant

oncs were visited by volun-
tcers who used [riendly  per

suasion. No medium was lell
uncovercd: dance, drama,
song. folk art, mini camps and
newspapers, all had theif
share in mobflization for this!
people’s  programme. :

Owing 1o the cxtremely un-

cven lévels of literacy, the
mcthod adopted was "Each
one. Teaches onc”™. This meant’
bringing literacy to over 2210
illiterate persons ol Kollayam.
The campaign hihd kg share of
problems. I'i:pl:illr:a visits were
often neccssay before the ini-

tial suspicion of unwilling
learners could be overcome.
Provision had 1o be made for)
the linguistic minorilics, in

particular the Tamil popula-
tion,

part of which voiced Iis
preference for litcracy in
Tamil rather than Hﬂlayu,‘nm.
the language of kesala® | '

When the drive ended in
june last year, its Impact sur-
passed all expectation To start)
with, a few key Issucs were re-
solved: Could all the fllilcrates
be identified? "Was .Hw;nh:hﬁ:l“
necessary fn a town -
rcady had a relatively high lit-}
cracy rate? Would the ofo
work in the prevalling polilica
situation? ANSWCTS Were)
Yes, Then came the enormous

of the Wown ¢, wha
., for once, were both aclors
and directors in this campaign.
The communily became more,
cohesive and concerngd with
the well-being and behaviour of
its members. The indications’
ol progress werce nUMErops’
Inrll:ldlng reducced liquor cong
sumption and domestic vie-
Mnce, and what Alphonse calls
the “triumph of womanhood”. :

Kottayam's achicvernent is &
unigue one which could pot
have pened | clsewhere i
exactly the same manner. BDu
it demanstrales Lhe pole
force of voluntary work :



