DHAKA SATURDAY FEBRUARY 2, 1991

LPIERLY

‘alr
and civillan

lncl::‘civilhn areas hit : s

forus

‘ncy said in a .
ﬂﬂ:frm -umrie on Wednesday also said an Allied
MHMH“MIIMMIMMI\#‘IMM
the ajreralt had Nown through lranian airspace on the
TS sIOn.

iran has declared itsell neutral in the war between lrag
and US- led coalition trying to force it out of Kuwailt.

Saddam's aide in Tehran: a wo

atde 1o Iragl leador Saddam |lusscin arrived Thursday in lran,
: rulers on the war “the United
Statcs imposed, on Iraq,” Iran's official media reported,
jeports AP from Nicosta.

Techran Radio later announced that Francols Scheer,
scerctary general at the French Forcign Mindstry, also had
arrived talks on the Gull

in Paris. French Forcign Ministry sources sald Scheer
would not take part in peacc alks or meet with the Iragl offi:
Glal. : '

Scheer went (o Techran to “exchange views”™ and “maintain
contacts,” forcign ministry spokesman Daniel Bernard had
sankcl.

He docs not have a "mandate to discuss new peace initia-
tives,” a ministry source said later.

“A solution cannol be envisioned as long as Kuwait is oc-
cupicd,” French Forcign Minister Roland Dumas said.

UN rejects debate on truce: .

Sceurily Council has rejected an attempl by some Arab States
o open a UN debate on o possible ccase-fire in the Gull War.
rcports AP from United Nations.

US Ambassador Themas R. Pickering said council mem-
bers do not foresce laking further action "until (lragl Presi-
dent) Saddam llusscin indicates that he's ready to comply
wilh the resolutions.” UN resolutions demand that Irag with-
draw its troops from Kuwaitl and restore the Emirate’s gov-
cronmenl.

Al the request of Libya, Algeria, Morocco, Mauritania,
Tunisia, and Sudan, council members Cuba and Yemen have
dried for over a week lo open a debate on the Gull confliet.

The North Alfrican natioms have been circulating a pro-
pus:dlnhmlhcmumﬂdu:hmncm:-hln can
withdraw his troops in pcace, while Arab poacckeepers take
their . The 28-nations Allicd coalition would also be re-
quired to withdraw its Lroops.

Saddam, however, has shown no inclination to move his
army oul of Kuwail. ;

Cuba and Yemen have voled against several council resolu
tions. including the onc authorizing military foree to drive
Iraq oul of Kuwail.

Allied coalition flags burned: .~

of thousands of Muslim fundamcn sts burncd the flags of
the nations allied against Iraq on Thursday to crics of "God is
great”. In another protest, hundreds of whilc-coated doctors
rallicd to protest the "massacres” of Gull war, reports AP,

The fundamentalists marched peaccfully in the rain
through Algiers, demonstrating for a Jihad', or holy war sidc-
by-side wilh Iraq. They also chastiscd Algerian President
Chadli Bendjedid for refusing to allow pro-iragl volunteer
training camps. -

Meanwhile, doctors carrying signs reading 'Yes flo life, no
o death’ eondemned alleged ‘'massacres’ of Iragis from bom-
bardments by the multinational coalition.

The doctors asked the United Nations to conduct itsell
“like a peace, nol a war organisation” and called on the World
licalth Organization to move o end what Lhey called civilian.

The fundamentalists, a rising political force, denicd
charges they wanted to use training camps lo, take power by
forec.

3oth marches were peacciul. Pro-lragi demonstrations
have become a common ogcurrence in this North African na-
tion. ; :

Cultural centre set afire: aprvousy
unknown Muslim funda group broke into the French
Cultural Ctnl:;;\tnﬂght :Fnd started a small fire, police
rcported Thur ., rcports AP. -

P: scnifor’ police officer, who cannot be named understand-
ing rcgulations in Amman said the blaze was reported shortly
before midnight (2200 GMT) Wednesday.

“Fhere  were signs (hat the perpetrators broke into the
center from the back door, soaked the place with gasoline
and sct the place on firc, © he said.

Damage consisicd of a “few desks, book shelves as well as
the carpets in the library room.” he added.

French Embassy Spokesman Senemaud said a previously
unknown Muslim radical group, the Jihad Brigades, claimed
responsibility in a tclephone call.

The anonymous caller did not give any rcason for the al-
tack, Scenemaud said. .

 However.the fire was belicved 10 be linked with calls by
Iragi President Saddam Husscin and many Islamic fundamen-
talist leaders in the Arab world for attacks the inter-
ests of the countrics participating in the US-led coalition

masscd against Irag.

US bid to attack Iraq from Iran:

Iraq on Thursday said US combat aircraft overflew iran to
allack Iraqgi citics, reports Reuler.

Baghdad radio, ting the latest military communique,
number 33, said: ree violations lo lranian afrspace occu-
picd by the Mheist American plancs in an attempl to attack

our cities from the castern of the country.”

It said, Iragi ground and air defences shot down 13 Allicd
plancs and missiles during 58 ralds mounted by fts encemics
on Thur:-)dn}r,

&

Jackson wants to meet Saddam:

US black civil rights leader Jesse Jackson said on Thursday
that he is willing to mect with Iraqi President Saddam
Ilusscin to seck the releasce of Allied prisoncrs ol war, reports
Reuter.,

*I will do whatever | can to seck the release of the POWs.
up to and including going there il the opportunity prescnts
itscll,” Jackson said during a visit to Chicago.

Jackson, who unsuccessfully sought the democratic nomi-
nation for the US presidency in 1988 and 1984, said he on
Monday met the Iragi Ambassador to the United Nations, Ab-
dul Amir AL-Anbari.

Tremor strikes Af%hanistan: A
moderate carthquake struck Afghanistan carly Friday but
wasn't expected to have caused much damage, a geophysicist
said, reports AP’ from Golden Colorado.

The quake hit at 4:04 am (2304 GMT Thursday) and was
centered near the border with Pakistan and the Sovict Union,
said Russ Needham, a geophysicist with the National
Earthquake Informalion Center.

Needham said, the tremor measurcd 6.6 on the Richter

Scale. :

“It was very deep, so it probably was felt throughout the
arca, but 1 wouldn't expeet much damage,” Necdham said,
"That's a lairly sparscly populated arca.”

Its cpicenter was about 190 miles (3056 kilomelers)
northwest of Kabul, Afghanistan, and an equal dislance north
of Peshawar, Pakistan.

No immediate report of damage or injuries were available.

The Richter scale is a measure of ground motion as
rccorded on scismographs. Every increase of one number
means a lenfold increase in magnitude. An carthquake of 6

can cause scvere damagye,
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WASHINGTON, February 1:-
U.S. commandcrs on Thursday
dismissed an Iragl atlack inlo

Saudi Arabla as a mcre
mosquilo bile but re-
poris suggesicd lraq L be

Norman

International

400 troops captured, say Allies

Iraqi attack only a mosquito

11 U.S. marincs and bricfly
hekd a Saudi border town .

has been

about 1680 Iraql prisoners,
Alled milftary briciers said .
U. S Brigadicr General Pat
sicvens, a military bricfer In
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia said he

bite: US commanders

oo wished o digpel any im-
pression the Khalji battle

- amountcd o © a major victory”

for Irag.

"Qur view of that is Lhat it's
a reconnaissance in force , an
attempt o seck us oul iry and
determine what our strengihs
and dispositions arc” Sicvens
said.

Pentagon bricler Licuten-
ant-General Tom Kelly called
the Khalji raid a " preily
shabby” achfevement . © They
got kicked right back across
the border,” Kelly said.,

Despite disparaging ro
marks aboutl Iragi prowuss
and tactices, U.S. intc g vce

""ﬁ-..:. s

RIYADH : French soldiers in position behind

binoculars, here in the Saudi desert.

trenches observe the front, through
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reporis said wp o 1,000 more
Iragi military vehicles were
moving Lhrough southern
dew towards the Saudi bor-

r.

"Roughly 800 to |,000 ve-
hiclcs arce moving now. . . In
columns, in small groups, in
convoys” sald Marine Licuten-
ant-Colonel Diek “snake’
whitc, commander of a Tomeat
Squadron of harrier jump jets
at an allled base ncar the
fronticr.

The Pentagon reflused
comment, bul some analysts
speculated Irug might be try-
ing Lo bait Alllcd ferces intlo a
ground war -and that U. S
commandcrs might relish a
chance 0 pound cxposcd con-
voys with air power.

Allicd allacks o date have
been confined chicfly 10 bomb
and rocket allacks on lrag and
Irun:l|l n-:::.:pu:d Kuwsit.

iriclers sald on Thursday
aboul 32,000 sortics has been
own.

A rcport of a missing fcmale
soldier was given al the I'yndh
bricfing and was devoid ol de-
tall on Lhe circumstances or
location of the incident

Stevens sald only that * two
soldicrs, onc malc and onc fe-
male arc missing following a
transport mission loday . . .
they were nol involved in the
fighting around Khal}i."

AFP reports from Khalf}i
The Iraqgis suffcred heavy ca-
sualties and lost scores ol ve-
hicles in their fafled two-day
battle for this border town ,the
commander ol the Allled Arab
and Muslim forecs who rctook
Khafji said late Thursday.

Around 200 [raqgis were re-
ported killed or injured .

Iraqi civilian plangs'dispers_c_e_d to 5 locations

Velayati deplores landing

of Iraqi warplanes

NICOSIA, Fcb 1: Tehran is

not happy that Iraqi plancs
have la in lran and will
hold the plancs and their

crews until the Gull War ends,
iran's stalc ncws agency has
rcported, reports AP,

Iranian Forcign Minister Ali
Akbar Velayati sircsscd
Thursday during the talks in
Tchran that his country in-
icnded 1o remain ncutral in
the Gulf War and urged lraq to
withdraw from Kuwail, the
:I:Imic Republic Ncws Agency

Velayali was quotced as
ielling Iraq's depuly prime
minister, Saadoun Hamadi,that
Iran was unhappy that the
Iraqi aircraft had madc emer-
gency landings in Iran withoul
sccking advance permission.

Tehran says 16 lragi war-
plancs flew to Iran in recent
days and that 11 landed salcly.
The allics say about 90 Iraqi
aircraft have flown to Iran.

There has been no official
cxplanation for the devclop-
ment, although Iragi President
Saddam Husscin, In an inter-
view with CNN on Monday,
indicated he had sent them Lo
Iran for safety .

Hamadi, a member of Iraq’s
five-man ruling Revolutionary
Command Council, brought a
message from Saddam Lo
iranian President Hashemi
Rafsanjani, the Iranian ncws

KARACHI, Feb 1: Pakistani
President Ghulam Ishag Khan
implicitly warned the Army
yesterday t interference
in politics r its chiel's open
questioning of thc govern-
ment's anti-lraq policy in  the
Gull war, rts Reuter .~

The official APP news
agency quoted the
President as saying t the

’s interference in the past
had disasirous .

The re to a dclegation
of notables in Karachi seemcd
aimed at a s h by Army
Chief of S General Mirza
Aslam Beg on Monday branding
the U.S.-led allied attack on
Iraq as a zionist«plot againsi
Muslims. _

followed his speech 1o
Army officers with a declara-
tion the next day that Pakistan
was nculral in the war, like
Iran, despite sending some
11,000 troops to defend Saudi
Arabla.

Ishaq Khan said a policy
adopled by the rmment
must be implemented faithfully

Iraq,

agency said. It did not clabo-
ralc.

Hamadi also reilerated
claims that Allicd air strikes
were targeting residential ar-
cas, the agency reported.

Velayati bricfed Hamadi on
Iran's elforts to encourage in-
ternational rclicl shipments Lo
Iraq of food and medicine, to
be distributed by the
International Red Cross, the

said. Iran says humani-
tarian aid s nol covered by the

U.N. embargo of Iraq.

Francois Scheer, scetclary
gencral at the French Foreign
Minister, and Abdulaziz al-
Dali, Yemen's minister of state
for forcign affairs, also arrived
in Techran on Thursday for
talks regarding the Gulf War.

The French Forcign
Ministry said Scheer would not
confer with Hamdi or discuss
new peace initatives during
his visit .

France has contribuled
10,000 troops to a 700,000-
strong, US -dominated coali-

Iran hosting ‘surprise’

=

5-nation conference

WASIIINGTON , Fcbruary
1:-lran is hosting a ~ surprisc”
conference of officials from
Iraq, France, Algeria and
Yemen to find ways to end the

Gull war, A U S television nel-

work rcporter on Thursday ,
reports [Reulcr.

With cveryone caught by
surprisc Iran suddcnly is play-
ing host to its biticr enemy

along with France,
a and Yemen on ways Lo
cnd the ting , said NBC's
Correspondent on Tcheran, Ed
Rabel on the network’s nightly

ncws programme.
lic did not give details on

.| what level of government the

officials gathering in Teheran
represented or how long their
mecling would last.

But Rabel said Iranian
President Ali Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani was expected lo
meet reporters on Monday o
apswer questions on the so-
called peace conlfercence .

 Rafsanjani would also an-
swer questions about the fu-
ture of the Iragi planes , esli-
mated by allied military
sources to number about 100
reported to have taken rcfuge

in lran.
ranian oflicials were still

maintaining that Iran re-
mained ncutral in the conllict,

Rabel said.
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Nawaz Sharif : Buoyed by
President Ishagq Khan's su-
pport on Gulf 1ssue

He called the Pakistani
Army highly disciplined and
thoroughly professional and
sald It was “conscious of Lhe
fact that it is not expecled lo

interfere in political malters.”

"It also knows from past
experience that its interfer-
ence ends up in sajhing but

es Army
ulf

_ disaster for democralic

* Pfeshawar,

by all state bodics. "If there are
any deviations, therc is parlia-
ment to take notice.”

pro-
cess and the country ," he

added.

Widespread pro-lraq
demonstrations have been held
in Pakistan since the start of
war on January 17, with
protesters demanding the re-
tum of Pakistani troops.

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, talking to rcporicrs
$esterday at the north-western
town of Peshawar, ruled out a

ful men in the country.
While Sharil was visiling
followers of the
right-wing Jamaal-e-lslami
Party paraded streets there
chanting anti-U.S. and pro-

iraqi slogans.

tion opposing Iraq. It is onc of
a dozen nations participating
in the air campaign against
Iraq that began Jan. 17.

Iran, which fought Iraq in
the i1980-88 war, has deplored
both the invasion of Kuwait and
the subscquent foreign military
intervention. Velayat! told
Hamadi that peacc could come
only il both sides withdrew
their forees, the Iranfan  news
agency said.

Reuter reports from London
: Iraq has dispersed its civilian
aircraft and some Kuwaliti air-
liners scized afler its invasion
of Kuwait to al lcast five loca-
tions in Alriea and the Middle
East, aviation sources said on
Thursday:

The sources said five Kuwait
alrways airbus 310-200 aircrafl
were belicved to be in the
casicrn Iranfan city of
Mashhad. One Iraqi alrways
Boelng 737 had been sighted
al Tchran airport.

Iraq scized 15 aircraft be-
Jonging to Kuwait Airways aflcr
it invaded Kuwait on Augusl 2.

Two Kuwait planes, still in
their blue and white livery,
were sighted in December in
the northern Iragi  city of
Mosul site of a large Iraql air
basc and target of heavy Allied
bombardment. _

The Kuwaill aircrall in Iran
arc belicved to be among 100
combat, transport and civilian
aircraft which have been senl
across the border by lraq -- a
move analysts say could be an
altempt to safeguard the air-
craft from Allied attack. ‘

The avialion sources said al
lcast two Iraqi Airways Bocing
707s were in Maurilania, the
African country which has
stood loyally by Iragi President
Saddam Husscin in the Gulf
War

US urges Iran
to treat Iraqi
pilots as POWs

WASHINGTON, Feb |: The
United States Thursday rem-
ined Iran that under the
GCeneva Convestion, il is re-
quired to treat the Iraqi pilots
who have taken refuge on fis
soil as prisoners ol war
(POW's), AFP.

"It would be consistent
with the Geneva Convention on
prisoncrs of war for Iran (o

treat Iraqgi as prisoncrs
of war, State Department
spokeswoman Margaret
Tutwiler.

Nearly 100 Iraqgi civilian
and military atrcrafls have fled

1o lran sinee the Gulfwar be-

I January 17 according lo

Pentagon.
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Thursday callcd on Prime Min-

we shall not be silent specta-

Ehe Duily Star 5

Off the Record

o do so ... .
The Muslim scholar was clearly defending the

lcadcrship pro-iraqi fundamentalists who judged as
un-lslamic (he invitation to the United States and ot
Musitm w check the lracg invason.

Jihad carried s significance from the days of prophet
Mo hammed |4 ago when bis men were sproading
the laith, often the force of the sword.

Saddam himecll has jssued calls for jihad
against the multinational foree. 1ie based his calls on the con
icntfon that the of non-Muslim treops In Saudi
Arabia has desccrated the cradic of islam.

Vampire's rampage

BRISHANE [Australia)) A woman who alle claimcd to
be a vampire stabbed a man 1o death to drink blood. a
prosccutor said Thursday, reports AP

Avril W 25, has already plcadcd guilty to
murdering Edward Clyde Baldock, 47, in October 1989,
Three other women -Kim Allcen Jervis and Tracey Ann
Waugh, both 24, and Lisa Marce Plaschinski, 26 -are on irial
afler pleading not ‘::I, to murder

In his opening ress to the B Supreme Court
jury. Prosccutor Adrian Cundeclach said the four women
planncd a random killing. Afllcr drinking champagne at a
nightclub onc night, they left in a car to stalk a victim, he
said.

e said Baldock was offcred a ride, then was slabbed lo
death by Ms. Wigginton. lic was stabbed about 15 times with
two knives, Gundclach sald.

According to Gunderiach, when Ms. Plaschinsk! asked Ms.
Wigginton later if she had been fed. she sald yes, indicating
she drank Baldock's blood.

Gunderiach sald the three women told police Ms. Wiggin-
ton clatmed to be a vampire and that she craved blood, could
nol cal solid food and lived on blood. The prosecutor sald Ms.
Wigginton allcgedly fold at least one of the women that she
was involved in Satan worship, wilcheraft and blood drinking.

10,000-yuan beggars

BEWING: The China Youlh News ycsicrday denounced
beggars, claiming just eight per cent of those “Tor
moncy in Lhe southern city of Guangzhou were really needy.,’
reports AFP.

Begging has becomc a means of becoming wealthy for an
increasing number of unscrupulous Chincse particularly
around the Chinese New Year festival and the two trade falrs
held in Guangzhou each year, the paper said.

A large number of Chinese in the poorer provinces, have
migrated lo the areas of faster development sceking employ-
ment but have been leflt without any resources.

The youth daily said, "10,000:yuan beggars” have now
appeared--a_ reference 1o the “10,000-yuan pcasanis” who
have grown rich since China rclaxed its cconomic policies in

the carly 1980s.
The newspaper claimed many of the beggars are involved

in the currency black
they are able to send sums of moncy back to thelr
villages 1o help finance the construction ol houscs or

woddings, o particularly expensive aflair in China

He stole 20,000 books

DES MOINES [lowa): An Amcrican was convicled on
Thursday of sicaling 20 million dollars worth of rac books
manuscripls and antiques from libcrarics across the United
States, reporis Reuter.

Stcphen Blumberg, 42, was found quilty by a jury of theft
and transportation of siglen goods and could face up lo 36
years in prison and a onc million dollar finc.

He stole books in quantilies thal no one can imagine, said
Linda Rcade, an assistant proscculor. :

Jurors convicled Blumberg of hoarding atl lcast 20,000
books that he stole for more than 300 librarics and muscums
across the country, including a 1493 book described as Uhe
last world history that docs not mention Christopher
Columbus.

Another book [Rlumberg stole was (he Nuremburg
Chronicles, by llartmann Schedel, which cxperts valued at
between 35,000 and 75,000 dollars. '

Blumberg's lawyers conceded he stole the books but used a
defence of insanily, claiming Blumberg had battled mental
fliness for 25 years.

Federal Burcau of Investigation (FBI) agents scized the
books in Blumberg's home in Otluwa, lowa in March 1900, a
witness said Blumberg had made plans to move the lool o
Mexico because he knew the FLI was after him.

Action on Tamil Nadu govt slated
Nine parties ask
Shekhar to quit

NEW DELIII, Feb | : Indin's
main oppeosilion -~ parties

tster Chandra Sheckhar's .
crnment o resign for ing
an opposition administration
in Tamil Nadu as sireet
protests flared in the southemn
statc, reports AFP.

lcaders of nine political

riics In a joint statcment

-re described the Tamil Nadu
government's  dismissal
overnight Wednesday as shock-
ing, and called for nationwide
proicsts on February 6.

We wish o say that Lhis
(sacking) is tolally unacccpl-
able and appcal 10 the demo-
crulic forces lo see Lhrough
this diabolical conspiracy and
dclcat it by all means, the
stalemenl said.

It added: “We therclore
demand the resignation ol the
Chandra Shckhar governmeni
forthwith.”

Former Premicer Vish-
wanath Pratap Singh, whe
heads the Janata Dal (People’s
Party), wold a press conference

tors. We will go to the people

and dcmocra Nadu .

|w'h'm | o DMK had 141
The riinc parties also scals, had also been dissolved.

Indians 0 obscrve pe | mm-;-“;ﬂ-ﬂ

pruicsis on 6 . ciscd

#anising general s h,'mﬂf charged Mr. Shekhar with

and demonstrations. murdering demoeracy,



