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The Art of Silence

Blue lights focussed on the arms and legs
only, as the artiste stood silently on the slage.
The stage and the auditorfum as well was dark Guide House cvening
as the evening crowd waited for the next move.
The limbs of the man on the stage began o el

the stage.
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Mime Zakir Hossain trying to make a point on

by Sabah Chowdhury

UK),

amalecur,

Bangladesh

P e e

to lecarn

like Partho Mojumdar,
Moshhurul Huda and others.

As a performing art, mimc has a bright
future in Bangladesh, both from the point of
vicw of its interest among the viewers as well
as people performing, he said.

Sadly enough, although there is so much
inlerest and cnthusiasm, lhe scope for its
development is limited in our country. The
main recason being absence ol any flacility for
training of those interested.

"Therce should be [requent workshops Lo
train newcomers, as organisational training is
lotally absent in our country. Thosc mosltly
% inlcrested arc young University students, both
boys and girls”, said Zakir. And they arc trying
this art at their own
initiative. There is a need  for proflessional

a story without any words. As the lights grew
bright, th¢ pantomime progresscd, and the

crowd woere treated W0 a

delightful evening of the art of silence.

Organised on the 28th January, by a
humanitarian o
Bangladcesh (whic
it was their Mirst charity s
lHangladcesh. The lunds of the show will be
utilised for the benefit of orphans, disabled,
hildren and distressed women.

The itcms were litled The Resticss
Unhealthy Lifter, Wretched Voter, In Love,
This is Life, Soccer Hooligan, Death and Thell.

The first picce was a serious one, bul the
show moved on to
delight of the audience.

Talking to Star, the performer Md. Zakir
llossain provided insight inlo his art and
commitment. A practising lawyer, he
mime for personal inlcrest and satisfaction.

Askcd as lo how he manages Lo find time out
ol his busy schedule to practice and perform,
he replied, "It is not casy to combine law wilh
mime, but il there is a will, there is a way.” An
he Lhinks
pcrform even beller.

Zakir is inspired by

nisation called Friends ol
has its parcnl socicty in the
ow In

Boy. The

lighter comic picces Lo the

performs

he should be able to

pioncers of this ficld in
Kazi

intercst and

training, informed the promising mime.

Concern over violation
of code of conduct

The Central Committee of
the Coordination Council of the
i3ar Associalions, Bangladesh,
Friday called upon the political
lcaders of all partics and the
people of country to cxercisc
vigil so that none could create
impediments in the way of
holding frce: and imparftial
clections cither through ill-
gotten moncy or illcgal arms,
rcports [3SS.

The call was given al Lhe
cxlended mecting of the Cen-
tral Commillec of the Coordi-
nation Council of the Bar Asso-
ciations, Bangladesh, held at
the south hall of the Supreme
Court 3ar Associalion.

Presided over by Shamsul
lluq Chowdhury, Convencr of
the Coerdinalion Council the
mecling was addressed among
others, by Dr. Kamal lossain,
’resident, Supreme Court Bar,
Altal llussain, IP'resident, Dhaka
[3ar Association, Presidents of

diflfcrent Bar Associations of

the country, Attorney Genceral
Aminul Huq, and Syed Ishtiaq
Ahmed.

The mecting, in a resolu-
tion, cxpressed concern at the
violation of the code of elee-
tion, application of force, inci-
dents of clashes, murder and
acts ol violence by the partici-
pant of the February 27 gen-

cral clections. . The meeling,

made a fervent appeal to all
partics, their leaders and the
pcople of the country Lo exer-
cisc lolcrance and maintain
decorum for consolidating the
foundation of democracy in the
country.

It ¢xpressed anxicty over
the price spiral of essentials in
Lthe wake-of the Gulf war and
centering on the political sit-
uation and urged the m-
mcnt to take legal steps
against the hoarders and proli-

leers

Democratic league
leader expelled

CIITTAGONG, Feb 1 : Chit-
lagong City Chapter of Demo-
cratic League cxpelled its
lcader Nurul Absar Chowdhury
for violating party dircclives
and tarnishing thc image of
the Six-Party Alliance, a D.L.
press release said Saturday,
reports, BSS.

Nurul Absar Chowdhury,
took nominalion [rom Islami
Oikya Front for conlesling in
the coming parliamentary
clections, the press releasc

added.

Body recovered

Mirpur Police Thursday re-
covered body of a youngman

found hanging from the ceiling

of his residence with a jute
cord, reports UNDB.

Babu (25), a garments in-

dustry employce and resident

of Mirpur Secction-7, allegedly
commilted suicide.

Police scnt the body to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for autopsy whilc a case of
unnatural death has been filed
with Mirpur Police in this
conncction.
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Ershad's
release
demanded

Jatiya Mahila Party on
Friday demanded immediate
rclease of the ousted president
Ershad now under house ar-
resl, reports UNB. :

At a meeting in Dhanmondi
residential area, the woman
front of the Jatiya Parly also
voiced demands not to shift
Ershad to jail.

Speakers at thc mecting
urged the government for tak-
ing propcr measurcs to facili-
talc voters to exercise their
rights of [rachise [reely in the
coming parliamentary polls.

In her presidential specch,
Marium llashimuddin, Chair0O-
pcrson of the organisation,
called upon peoplc from all
walks of lilc to caste votes in
favour of JP candidates.

General Secrctary Taufika
Karim bitterly criticised del-
fcrent political parties, partic-
ularly BNP and Awami League,
for making, what she called
"adverse comments against her
lcader Ershad”.

Umme Kauser Salsabil who
is contesting the forthcoming
polls as JP nominee from
consliluency Dhaka-9
(Muhammad pur-Dhanmondi)
also spoke on the occasion.

BKSAL withdraws

in favour of AL

BKSAL Icader IHashim
Uddin llaider Pahari has with-
drawn his candidature in sup-
port of Mozallar HHossain Paltu,
who is conlesting Fcb 27 polls
from Dhaka-6 (Motijhccl-Sabu-

jbagh) . conslituency as Lhc
nomince of Awami League-led

8-Party Alliance, reports UNB

Red Crescent
Board goes

The Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
who is also the President of
Bangladesh Red Crescent
Socicty, has dissolved thc

Managing Board of the Socicty
for failing to discharge fits
functions properly, reports
UNB.

He has appointed and
Adhoc Managing Board for a
pcriod of six months eflcctive
[rom February 2.

Maj. Gen. [Retd) A. F. M.
Abdul Huq has been appointed
chairman of the adhoc board
while Sadri Is ni its vice-
chairman and Ekramul Amin,
Lrcasurer.

TV Saturday

5-00 Opening and recitation
from the Holy Quran.
5-20 Esho Gan Shikhi
Music lessons for
children.
Cartoon Film : Popeye
and Son.
Mati-o-Manush
Banshori : Folk songs.
Ncws in Bengali.
Chena Sur.
Sanglap ; Current allairs
programme on
_cleetions, conducted by
Muhammd Jahangir.
News in English
Drama Secries :
to Eden.
11-30 News

10-00

10-30 Return

Qamrul's death
anniversary
today

By Staff Correspondent
Different socio-cultural or-

ganisations throughout
Bangladcsh have chalked out
claborate programmes to ob-
serve today (Saturday) the
third death anniversary of ccl-
cbrated painter Quamrul
See Editorial on Page 4
———————————————————
Hassan with duc solemnity.
On the occasion, the
h Small and Collage
Industrics Corporation and the
Institute of. Arts and Cralls
have arranged discussion
mectings on Lhe lile of |lassan,
who is rated nexi Lo Zainul
Abedin in the licld ol painting.
Several organisations in
three olther metropolitan cities
of Chittagong, Khulna and
Rajshahi will also obscrve the

death anniversary of the
painter. . ~
Radio DBangladesh and

Bangladesh Tclevision will put
up special programmces lo
highlight the achievements of
Quamrul Hassan, who was as-
sociated with the country’s
democratic movements
throuchout his life.

Jamaat leaders’

allegations

By Staff Correspondent

Abbas All Khan, acting
Amcer ol Jamaat-e-Islami and
Maulana Motiur Rahman
Nizami, sccrctary gencral ol
the party, have demanded of
the authoritics to make the
[slamic University a [full
Nedged on alleging that its
Islamic character is being de-
stroycd.

The lecaders in a slatement
on Friday said the attempt to
turn the Islamic Universily
into a general university was
cvident from thec emphasis
given on the social science
facully over the Sharia faculty.
They alleged that a conspiracy
was being halched to prevent

the students with madrassa

background [rom admission
into the university by lilting
the quota system.

Azad urged to
implement Wage
Board award

The President and General
Sceretary of Dhaka Union of
Journalist (DUJ) Friday u

authorities of the Daily to

implement the Newspaper
Wage Board award, rcports
UNB.

The DUJ President Zahurul
llaque and the Genceral
Secrclary Ruhul Amin Gazi, in
a slatcment, said an un-
desirable situation has ariscn
in the "country's oldesl” news-
paper on the question of salary
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Fire Brigade awaits modernisation

Fire Service and Civil De-
fence Department lacks the

stic su necessary for
cllectively
meet the exigencies when a
serious accident ocecurs.

The department is dread-
fully short of modern equip-
ment and manpower.

A fNeet of 50 ambulances on
which 116 fire stations largely
depend are too inadequ
combat high incidence of fire.

Moreover, most of thesc
vehicles are almost spen
they have outlived their lfe
long ago. Some of them are not
in working condition.

There are only 116 fire sta-
tlons including nine river fire
stations in the country. There
are three districts without any
fire station. Fire stations are
yel to be set up in almost all
upazilas.

The [ire stations have only

21 special vehicles to fight fire

in multistorey bufldings. They
have only 106 water lorries,
127 push cars, 246 pumps and
other instruments.

Maost of the firefighting in-
struments including fire-floats
which are used In river fire
stations are outdated and now

unfit for use. according to a

Fire Brigade source.

Among the Fire Brigade

strength or 4514 men only

2.194 are fliremen who come
to the rescue of people from
fire hazards. The ratio of fire
fighters for 11 crore e is
too small. The number of fire-
fighters should be increased

three times {ts present
strength according to a Fire
Brigade source.

Firemen get 24 hours' rest
after 48 hours' work. It is al
leged that it is the violation of
international labour law.

According to a fire brigade
source, three ambulances are a
must for each divisional and
district headquarters.

From the statistics available
for the last three years it ap
pears that 4,535 fire incidents
take place annually. A fire bri-
gade source said most of these
fire incidents are the result of
negligence on the part of pco-
ple and such incidents can be
averted if a little bit of civic
scnse is cultivated.

Fire accidents are generally
attributed to open cooker, ci-
garctte butt, themical reac-
tion. cracker blasts and elec-
tric short-circuits ete,

It is vital that multi-storey
buildings contain emergency
exits or emergency lifts which
can operate automatically
when the electric supply lails.

Another official said Fire

Brigade cannot properly utilize
the modern equipment it has.
for they are to operate them ir

75 Bangladeshis
return home
today

Some 75 Bangladcshis arc
likely to be flown from Aqaba,
Jordan to Dhaka today
(Saturday), reports UNB.

Foreign Office sources said
Friday the International
Organisation for Migration
(IOM) has chartered on
Acroflot plane to repatriate
this who earlier crossed into
Jordan from Iraq since the
outbreak of war.

ghting a blaze or w0

ale o

i since

A children's painting competition was held in the
premises of Bangla Academy in city on Friday to mark the
beginning of the month-long programme on historic
Language Movement of 1952. The contest was devoted to

1990 mass upsurge.

—Star photo

By Shahzad Monzu

crowded placcs ke marker
with narrow passage, mmit)

tries. But such prior approval
-mmmw

storey bulldings and industrial under the Bullding Act of
spots where It s tme-consum |1899 Indima amended this act
ing and very dillicult to rescue In 1986

' Too many blazes, too few fighters

such a incident as the
big fire Saraka garment
factery in December. | 990

which claimed a Wil of 25
ves

life and property. Specialists suggest that in- Specialists also that

Many countries including cxpensive safety measures every industry fire -
India have laws under which  such as underground water re-  fighting equipment including
fire service approval is re-  serve. fire-breaks and temperr smoke detectors. hydrant
quired belore erecting any ature indicators should be sprinkiers and h velocity
building. construction of mar there in every building In sprays o deal Brt has-
ket place or setting up indus order 1o avold repetition of  ards
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Poetess Sufin Kamal addressing the National Poetry Festival on its first day in city on Frnday.

Also seen on the dais are Faiz Ahmed and Shamsur Rahman.

Poets urged to
cleanse society

llegum Sulia Kamal
Frickwy called upon the po-
¢l> o work unitedly with rest
of the population to cleansc
the socicty of the ills that got
rooled during the st auto
cratic rule, reports [3SS.

While paying tributes Lo the
pocts for their relentless and
uncompromising struggle
against the aulhoritarian rule,
legum Sufla Kamal said
though aulocracy had becen
removed from the centre of
the stage, its vestiges still
conlinucd Lo causce concern Lo
those who cherished [reedom,
democracy and wellbeing of
the masses,

Bewn.n Suflia Kamal was in-
augurating the fifth poctry fes-
Livaal at the road-crossing near
the TSC. the venue of the four
previous festivals organised by
Jaliya Kabita Parishad. The in-
augural scssion of the two-day
festival was presided over by
the Parishad Chief poct Sham-
sur Rahman.

The theme of this
festival was “poctry for
il

Car s
CIMIOC -

X‘hc inaugural scssion was
addressed, among others, by
I'oct Nirmalendu Goon, Gen-
cral Scerctary ol the Parishad
and poct Faiz Ahmed, Con-
venor ol the festival commit-
lce. Poct Mohan Raijhan read
oul the declaration of the festi-
val.

Onc minule's silence was
obscrved at the outsct to pay
respeets Lo those who saceri-
ficed their lives during anti-
aulocracy movement and thosc
I-.:rnmintnl personalitics who
1

ad passcd away aller the last
festival.

work with likeminded people

lo ensurce justice, lairplay and
pence in the socicty and guar-
anlec security of all including

Poct Shamsur Rahman saic,
poets are for demoe be-
causc ils abscnee denies the
pcoplc their basic rights and

the way Lo crealivity. "We are |

against autocracy lor we be

licve in democracy and only in
a democratic atmosphere, we
CAN COMPpOSC pocms, nt pic-
lures nnsnnigrmnga ??itciyphc
ohscrved.

Mr. Shamsur Rahman said
lhe mass upsurge that forced
the collapse of aulocracy had
addced a new dimension o the
poctry festival. lic said keeping
that spirit in mind “poctry for
democracy” was sclected as
the s n of the festival.

The Parishad President
warned that like in Lthe past,
the pocts would again risc il
any evil force attempted to si-
lence ples’ voice. We would
continue to remain vocal
against autocracy, communal-
ism and terrorism, he added.

Falz Ahmed expressed
happiness of the parishad
members for being associated
with the masscs in dethroning
the autocratic rule. He said, we
are also thankful to the people
for the ovation thcy have given
to the pocts for their contribu-
tions to the anti-autocratic
movement. The victory inst
autocracy has revived and revi-
talised sell consciousncss of
the poets, hc added.

Pocts Mohan Rathan said
the fifth poetry festival was
un because this was for the
first time, the festival was lak

Begum Sufia Kamal said the ing place in an atmosphere
nation was now passing [ree [rom autocracy. He said,
through a critical juncture. She we all’ including the pocts
said the pocls role to play should work such a way Lhal

this to malcrialise the hopes
and aspiration of the masscs
for a decent living. She was op-
timistic that the pocts wou

the nation was never chaincd
by autocrats.

Afer the inaugural scssion,
a procession was brought oul.
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"~ Dry weather to persist

By Staff Correspondent
Mainly dry weather with partly cloudy sky is likcly to

prevail over Bangladésh
Department says.

Lill

Sunday, Mclcorological

The night temperature rosc by one o two degree Celsius
at most places over the country Friday night and is likely to
risc further by one to two degree Celsius on Saturday night.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Little change. Extended
outlook for another five days: No marked change.

The lowest temperature recorded in Dhaka city on Friday
was 16.8 dcgree Celsius while the country's lowest minimum
temperature 13.1 degree Celsius was recorded at Srimongal

and Rajshahi.

The sun scts today [Saturday) at 5.46 pm and rises

tomorrow [Sunday) at 6.39 am.

Temperature and humidily recorded in important cilies
and towns ol Lthe country on Friday were:

Cilics/lowns lemperature  In Celsius

Humidity in pcrceniage

maxim um minimum Gam G6pm
Dhaka o 28.5 16.8 69 72
Chittagong 28 14.3 83 78
Rajshahi 28.2 13.1 77 76
Khulna 29.5 15.5 100 81
Comilla 27.3 15.4 98 93
Sylhet 25.6 15.8 BE 78
Bogra 28.8 14.6 80 68
Dinajpur 27.5 13.8 85 68
Rangpur 26.9 14.8 80 67
Jessore 30 14.1 06 72
Bexrisal 28.6 15 90 72
Mymensingh 27 14.2 H6 73
Minimum lemperalure recorded, in major citics of the region
on Friday were: .
Karachi 10 degrec Celsius
Beijing 03 degree Celsius
Colombo 23 degree Celsius
Bangkok 2| degree Celsius
Singapore 24 degree Celsius
Calruta 19 degree Celsius

—Star photo

‘Hahnemann
diagnosed
AIDS’

By Staff Correspondent

A noted homcopath Dr.
Khondkar Manzoor Elahi has
disclosed it was Dr. Samucl
llahnemann first who had di-
agnoscd (he dreaded Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndromd
(AIDS) 200 years ago. ;

While speaking at a largely «
attended bicennial conlerenco
of the Mymensingh branch of
thc Homeo Peshajibi Samity af
Mymensingh town, he said th¢
killer discase was then identi«
ficd as 'Mised Miasm’y
[lomcopathy .can cure the dis<
casc, he claimed. 7

A Press release Issucd In
Dhaka on Friday said the grand
confcrence was altended by
the Sceretary-General of the
Samily Dr. Abdur Razzak
Talukder as chiel guest while
Dr. Shahjahan Kamal,
President of the Samity and
Dr. Elahi atlended it as special
gucsts.

Dr. Muslichuddin, Dr. Nazrul
Islam, Dr. Birendra Chandra
Barman, Prolcssor Dr. Golam
Mostala Hossain Biswas, Dr.
Sultan Ahmed Bhuiyan, Dr.
Abdur Rahman, Dr. Subal
Sarker, Dr. Ratan Kumar Dey
and student leader Gouri
iShanker Majumder. The con-
fecrence was presided over by
Dr. Lutfun Nahar Anam.

OCAB meet
with President
postponed

By Staff Correspondent

The scheduled mecting of
the Overseas Correspondents
Association of Bangladcesh
(OCAB) with Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed al
the President’'s Sceretarial Lo-
day [Saturday) was postponed,
according 1o OCAD seurces

The OCAD cited unavoidable
circumstlances as the rcason
for the postponcement of the
meeling.

Rule on Ctg
University

By Supreme Court
Correspondent

Upon a wril petition filed by
Mr. Md. Abul Kalam Nuruddin,
a student of physics of M.Sc.
final year of Lhe Chillagong
University a Division Bench
compromising Mr. Justice Md.
Abdul Jalil and Mr. Justice Kazi
Shafiuddin issucd a Rule Nisi
upon Chittagong Universily
and nine others to show causc
as to why the respondent No.
1-3 te show causc as Lo why
they shall not be restrained
from procceding in pursuance,
lo the show cause notice dated
8.1.1991 (Anncxure-H) issued
by the respondent No, 3 until
the Enquiry Commission set
up by the Government for the
same pu submits its re-
port as being inl ment of
the fundamcnial t of the
petitioner guaraniced by
Article 31 and 35(a) of the

Constitution: nllh!% disposal
of the Rule I.IFIF:IHI'I Count
was pleased (0 stay the opemn-
tion of the impugned order
(Annexure-1i) and procecding
before the Hoard of Residenee.
Health and

Mr. Abdur k moved
the petition.



