Shibir
activists freed
on bail

CHITTAGONG, Jan 31: One

hundred and cight members of
Islami Chhatra Shibir have
been released on baill iIn last
two days hcre, rcports BSS.

I'olice arrested the Shibir
members for alleged inv-
olvement in the incident of
Chitlagong University on
Decomber 22 last jall authori-
Lcs said oday.

The relcasc order was given
by Chittagong District Judge
Court an application on
behalfl of the Shibir members.

A press rcicase of Islami
Chhatra Shibir said that its
members were released aller
forty days’ dcicntion without
any formal charges.

Chillagong Universily unit
ol the Shibir held a rcception
al its Chandanpura office herc
this evening . Spcakcers de-
manded arrest ol the killers of
Shibir members Amin and
Ainul and also (he rcal
culpnis of the December 22
incident.
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The 5-party leader blamwd
Awami League, BNP and Jatiya
Party for their faflure to rise up
to the cxpections of people.

Awami ¢, soon aller
independence, unvelled its au-
tocratic character by introduc-
ing the black laws and one-
party rulc, he said. The black
laws also cxisted during the
rulc of BNP and JP as an cx-
wnsion of the autocralic sys-
jem, the aliance leader said.

AL, Jamaalc-c-Islami and
olther partics legalised the au-
tocratic rulc of Ershad by par-
ticipating in the parliamentary
polls ol 1986, he remarked.

Khalequzzaman described
the objectives on the basis of
which the 5-Party will launch
uniicd movement and called
upon people Lo vote for ils
canchdales i the polls.

The  alanee will annul ol
the aancidments o the constr-
tution cxcepling the first and
the third oncs, try all accom

Focus on election- '91

-party Alliance pledge

plic« ~ of ousted president Er-

shad, an act new laws to ﬁ‘
e conupl persons ol the ¢

oy nwtration and the army,
votrupl businessmen and
politicians. lie said the police
administration bec re-
structured in with
the people’'s nced and bring
change fn the struetare and
rulcs and rcgulations of Lhe

Regarding Lthe cconomic

policy, the alilance lcader said,
thcy would minimise dcpen-
dence on forcign aids and

change Lhe capilalistic econ-
omy and canccl the denational-

isalion policy.
Aboul agriculture and rural

cconomy, he said, a draslic
change would be cffected in

the land relorms on the basis
of lands tor farmers’ policy
and introduce scientific agri-
cultural sysicm. In the interest
ol the working class, the Five-
party will rcpeal the lows op-
poscd to Lhe intcrest of the

wourkers and malcrialisc the

 clitien

demands of the Sramik-Kar-
michari Otkya Parishad.

ey e
the highest and the r-“m
salary in the national pay-scale,
he said. lic said alien eculture
would be climinated and a scc-
ular universal cducation sysicm
would be introduced. -

The 5-parly convencr said
ol women, medical fa-
o all without discrimi-
nation would be ensured and
the inlerests of the minoritics
would be fully protecied.

On forcign policy, he said,
non-alligned policy would be
lwllowed and a firm position in
kwour of the anti-imperialism
would be taken and good rela-
lions wilh thc socialist world
lo be maintained.

The press conlercnce was
also allended by- Five-party
lkeaders including Hasanul Hung
inu Moinuddin Khan DBadal,

I Laikler Akber Khan Rono, Kazi !

Airel Ahmed and Sharil Nurul

Che Daily Star
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Bangladesh to light the War of
Idberation in 1971

The iraditional
this have the de

to be more elaborate and

diversified in the light of the
Bangla Academy will start
the 25-day programme lo
commcemeorate the "Amar
Ekushey’ - '91 oday.

langla Acadcmy will hold a
children’'s painting compets

tion litled ‘1ass u -'90
al % am on the day.

The main attraction of the
Bangla Acadcmy
aﬂ be the mlg-w book

ilul:wlhnr-. a lcading pub-
lishing house, has arranged «

‘souvenir compelition’ on,
‘Amar Ekushey'.

Mcanwhile, 'Amar Ekushcy
February, 1991 obscrvance
commitice of Dhak: Univer-
~ity’ has imposcd restiv lions
on hanging of poriraits at Cen-

People to establish
Allah's law: Abbas

The Acling Amecr of
Jamaal-e-Islami, Bangladesh.
Abbas Ali Khan on Thursday
said that the plc of the
whele country had awakcncd
to establish Islamie rule in the
country, rcporis BSS.

Addressing a big public
mecting at Teghardisha
Madrasah maidan in Jaipurhat
presided over by Moulana
Ataur Rahman the mecting was
also addressed, by the Amcor
of Jaipurhat district Jamaal-c-
Islami, Ataur [Rahman.

Mr. Khan said that the 110
million of pcoplc of the coun-
try were being subjected to
rcpression and oppression
during the last lwo years in the
abscnee of “Allah’s law and the
rulc by honest people in the
country”. lic said the pcople
who were in power during the
last two dceades worked only
for the improvement of their
own lol. But, he said, they did
nothing for changing the lot of
the nation.

Criticising the rule of
Awami Leaguc he sald during
their three and a hall ycars' of
misrule pcople died of

starvation and the bodics were

buricd without cloth. lic said
the Ireedone of the press was

gagged and onc-party auto-
cratic rule was thrust upon the
country. He warned if they
woere voted to power again the
country’s indcpendence and
sovercignty might beal stake.

The Acting Amecr ol the Ja-
maat  regretfully said the
llangladesh Natfonalist Partly
and Awami ¢ have nomi-
naled accomplices of the auto-
cratic ruler against whom the
whole nation had rclentlessly
lought during last nine years.

Abbas Ali Khan said the lifc
and propcrly of the non-
Muslims would be cnsured In
an Islamic socicly. llc said il
Islamic rule was csiablished,
the women would gel back
their full dignity and rights.

lle said land lax would be
written off and thc pecasants
would be given intcrest-frec
loan il Islamic rnmenl was
cslablished. In the country.
The system of cortificate cascs
would also be donc away with,
he added.

Electoral anarchy
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candidale Kamal llaider.

In other constituen-
cies the candidates and work-
ers arc unhappy with the party
decision. Awami Leaguers are
morc unhappy with the candi-
dates of smaller partners ol
Fight-party Alhauwe, who did
nol retire in oo ol AL can-
didates. Although Al gave up
36 seats, the ciecwral scene is
dominated by party candj-
dates. :

The clectoral alliance has
not worked well on the other
side too. BNP and Jamaal a
held a series of talks on scal
adjustments in many con-
stituencies without reaching

Candidates
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Jatiya Samajlantrik Dal (Inu) -
61, Islami Oikya Jolc-57,
Janata Dal—8l1, lafat An-
dolan -42, Jatiya tantrik
Dal (Siraj) -33, National Awami
Party (Bhashani) -31, Workers
Partly -30, Communist Party of
Bangladesh - 15, Samyabadi Dal
2, National Congrcss I, Na-
tional Awami Party (M) 24,
Nczam-e¢-Islam  Party -3,
United Communist League -21,

r Samajlantrik Dal
(Khalequzzaman) -11,
Bangladesh Samajlantrik Dal
(Mahbub) -6, Sramik Krishak

Samajbadi Dal -3, Nalional
Hindu Party -2. and [lindu
Leaguc -6,

A lotal of 3855 nominalions

were reecived by rcturning of-
ficers and assistant returning
officcrs by January 13, the last
dale of filing nomination pa-
pers. Afier scrutiny on the fol-
lowing day, 58 nominations
were ted. Out of the re-
jeeted nominees, 33 appealed
lo the Election Commission
and the commission found 3]
nominatfens valid. And the
number of valid nominations
slood at 3828. By January 21 a
total of 1047 candidatcs wilh-
drew their nominations.
Mcanwhile, the Supreme
Court asked Lhe Election
Commission lo treat onc more
nomination valid. Thus
excluding the 17 candidatces
who sought to contest from
Gaibandha-l constituency, the
number of candidales in 299
constituencics tolals 2782.

firm agrcements. The smaller
partners ol Seven-party All

iance merged with BNP,

The probable allies ol BNP
like Muslim Leaguc, Jagpa,
Janata Party arc contlesling
the clections with their rospec-
live party symbol. Five-party’'s
move to have an clectoral un-
derstanding with both Al-led

Eight-party Alliancc and BNP |

could not be workedrout due to
adjustmcni problem. The over

- all situation is that the clec-

tion is now contesied by all the
partics without having any
broad understanding.

The latest clection scenario
is a departure from the initial
speculation that Al. and BNP
will be in the centre stage of
cicctions and smalicr ners
as per ideological it wilk
align with thesc parties. But
the failure of clectoral under-
standing among L(he Eight-

party partners, between BNP,

Jamaat and Five-party has re-

sulted in multi-polar contest.
The major conicsilanis arc now
BNP, AL and Jamaat

Therc may be last moment
understanding among
the candidates of the like-
minded partics. But the silua-
tion will remain unclear until
middie of this month.

There is ncar anarchy in
the use of symbols by the can-
didates of the same party. The
sccretary general of Com-

munist Party of Ban-gladesh
(CPB) Saifuddin Ah-mcd
Manik is using ‘boal’ as his
symbol while Mujahidul Islam
Sclim is using ‘sicklc'.
Similarly, NAP chicl Muzallar
Ahmed is using 'hut’' as his
clection symbol while some ol
the NAP candidates arc using
‘boat’.

The use of different symbols
by thec candidates of the same
party in diffcrent places has
created confusion among the
supportcrs of mainly Eight-
parly Alliance. BNP has no
any such problem at the mo-
ment. )

Israeli threat
PARIS, Jan 31: Isracl could
deal Iraqi President Saddam
Husscin a blow he would not
cven’ have time Lo regret,
Isracli Forcign Minister David
lavy said in an interview pub-
'.~-hed today, reporis Reuter.
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Lral Shahcod Minar. The nation

‘Saddam T-shirts’ in the city yesterday chanting * Stop war in the

—Star photo
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male US soldicr and a male

soldicr in, a transport unit
travelling in the arca were

missing.

5 Iraqi divisions
_Marincs on Lhe outskirts of
also said they been
told five or six Iragi divisions
— at lcast 60,000 troops —
were massing near the Kuwaiti
town of Al-Wafra, about 35
miles (56 kilomelers) to Lthe
west, and believed preparing
for an attack.

Iraq moved into Saudi
Arabia on Tucsday night with a
four-pronged attack that set off
the first major ground fighting
since the Gull War began on
January 17 with Allicd bomb-

wnﬁl:l-lllnﬂl'in‘ﬂnhq

Allied warplancs conlinucd

hammering Iraq on Thursday
ard the Gulfl beceame a naval
buttleground ‘as well. British
forces in the Gull claimed
Thursday that a hclicopter

from the HHMS Glouccster at-

tacked and sank another of
Irag’'s Sovict-designed “am-
phibious landing crafl, lcaving
Iraq with no more than onc

lelt.
French jetfighters carried

out two raids Thursday morn-
ing in southern Iraqg, ncar the
Kuwaiti bordcr.

The official Iranian ncws
agency said the Iragi port city
of Basra was under hcavy al-
tack. It said a petrochemical
complex sustained substantial
damage.

Refugees who crossed inlo
Jordan said they had scen ox-
tensive damage to civilian ar-
cas in scveral Iragi cities.

Jordanian Forcign Minister

' Rakkhi
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those who called Zia an aulo-
crat forget that he introduced
multi- party system.

The sheel of paddy can
bring pcace and progress in
the country, she said urging
the people lo clect nationalist
forces.

She said that her party
would revive the 19-point pro-
gramme of lalc Pres t Ziaur

IFHI'I.'!.

‘The canal digging pro-
gramme of late Zia had aimed
at increasing food production
and saving the country from
the curse ‘znd and draught,’
Begum Zia "

She said her party will ere-

Bahini

atc job opportunily by sctting
up industrics and pursuc a free

ceonomy for the development
of the nation.

The mecling was also -
dressed by former [lome Min-
ister Col (Retd) Mustafizur

Rahman, BN’ candidate for
Khulna-5 constiluency Prol.
Mazedul Islam, candidate lor
Khulna-6 Sarder Mainuddin,
candidate for Khulna-2 Advo-
cale Razzak Ali and former
I'resident of Khulna eity Chha-
tra Dal Ruhul Amin Rumi.

H was the third day of her
clection campaign in southern
districts. She left for Bagerhat
in the cvening.

F

1 recaptured '

Taher Masri complained
Wed that US warplancs
bombed eivilian traflic on the
highway, kiHing four
Jordanians and onc Egyptian.
iraq claimed to have shot
down 10 more Allicd plancs
and 'missiles” over Iragq
Wednesday night and Thursday

morning.

But the commandcr also
sounded a note of caution,
saying the Iraqis “ccrtainly
have a lot of fight left in them.”

‘National prayer day’

Mcanwhile, the Commander
of Operation Desert Storm said
Thursday the [irst ground
combat deaths in the Gull War
ought to bring home Lo
Americans Lhat ‘war is going to
kill people.’

President George DBush
designated Sunday a “national
d.ay of prayer.”

6 patrol boats sunk

According to an carlicr
Reuter report: US and Dritish
heclicopters and fighter-
bombers destroyed at least six
Iragi missile-carrying. patrol
beats in a 12-hour battle in the
northern Gull on Wednesday.

Allied plane downed
iraq said Wednesday il
downed onc Allicd plane and

another in dog fights
over ils lerritory.

" Iragi POWs transferred

The US Armed Forecs have
handed over 36 lragi prisoncrs
of war (POWs) to Saudi Arabia
in the first such transler in the
two-week-old Gullf War, the
Pentagon said Thursday.

I;rogramme

will pay homage to the Lan-
cuage Movement martyrs at
the Shahced Minar on Febru-
ary 21. The commiliece,

prntied over Ty Piadene)
P over by Professor
Maniruzzaman Miah, Vice-
Chancellor of Dhaka Univer-
sity, will be for

maintaining dﬁtﬂmmﬂl: the
occasion.

Professor Anwarullah
Chowdhury, Dean of the Social
seience ity, has been
madc and Profcs-
sor Shahadat Alf, Chairman of

Zoology nt, joint en
crdihator of the commilier

Ershad's detention
under SPA
challenged

Supreme Court
Correspondent

The detention of ousted
I'resident 11, M. Ershad was

challenged in a writ petition by
his brother in law, Mr.
Mustalbrur Rahman.

The detcention was chal-
lkenged on the grounds inter
alia 1hat the Special Powers
Act [SPA) of 1974 under which
the former President was de-
taincd had been repeaked by
him on Dccember 6 last. The
petitioncer ferther alleged that
notwithstanding. the [laet
whether the Special Powers
Act had been repealed or not,
the former President cannot
be held under this law as it
was fllegal and unlawful being
madc for collateral purpeses
and without any matcrial on
record,

The petitioner claimed that -

there was nothing to show that
the detenu should be pre-
venled [rom doing any preju-
dicial act which t endan-
ger public safcty order.

The petitioner [urther con-
tended that there was nothing
on rcecord against Lhe detenu
nor there was any prcjudicial
act on his part 1o apply Scciion
2 of the Special Powers Act.
The grounds communicated
arc also vaguc, indclinite, fir-
relevant, illusory and non-cxis-
tent.

A division bench compris-
ing Juslice Fazlc [llossain
Mohammad |labibur Rahman
and Mr. Justice Abdul |lasib of
the 1ligh Court Division issucd
a rule nisi on Tuesday upon the
Scerclary and Scenlor Assistant
Scerctary  (Sccurity), llome
Ministry to show causc within
sCven :I’ayn as to why Lhe de-
tenu should not be brought
before the court so that it may
satfsly itsclfl that he Is not de-
tained without lawful au-
thority or in an unlawful man-
ner.,

Kazi Shahadal 1lossain ap-
puoared for the dewenu,

Hearing of Moudud's
detention

case Sunday

Supreme Court
Correspondent

The detention of the former
Vice-President Moudud
Ahmed came up for fixation of
datec of hcaring bclore a
Division bench comprising Mr.
Justice Ismailuddin Sarker and
Mr. Justice Md Badruzzaman of
the Hhieh Court Division of 1l
Suprenx: Court on Thursday.
~ Sunday has been lixed as
the date of hearing.

Moudud's dciention has
heen challenged by his clder
brother M. Mahmood Ahmed
in a writ pctition before the
Court

L ]
Officials
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Justice Shahabuddin listed

the step taken by his interim

government to ensure [ree and
[air polls.

Ershad's appeal
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climinate me,” he said. "1 un-
derstand that the killer group
witl kill me in Dhaka Central
Jail i | am transferred there”.

2rshad said certain quar-
ters were raising the demand

for shifting mc to Dhaka
Central Jail as part of the plol.

The former President said
he is contesting the parlia-
mentary polls from five con-
stitucneics in Rangpur, his
home district. "Deing con-
cerned of my vicltory and of my
party candidales, a particular
quarter has hatched a conspir-
acy to stage another heinous
jail killing in the country’'s his-
lory.”
“l am a citizen of this coun-
try and a former President as
well, | have not been given
minimum facilitics as per cx-
isting laws. On the contrary, |
have been delained ilicgally,”
e seald.

The molive of the conspisa-
tors, Lthe letter said, became
clcar from Lheir persistent
demand for shiflting him o
Dhaka Central Jail.

“It's the responsibility of
the governmenl o cnsure my
sccurity in detention and | ap-
peal to you lo lake neccssary
actien.”

“I also appeal 0 not o
transfer me o Dhaka Central
Jail for ‘the security of my hie,”
said Ershad.
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Red Cross convoy in Iraq

GENEVA, Jan 3): A Red Cross convoy cartying 19 wonnes

of cmergency medical and

surgcal supplics has cromscd from

iran into Iraq, the intcrnational Commitice of the Red Cross

said

States request 10 station

Ilrﬂh*rshMHnHmhlhﬂuﬁw.ﬁﬂ
parflament that a Mmfted number of B-52s would be
stationed in Dritain and weuld My missions armed

wil

conventional munitions against Iragl “., and

siralcgic Llargeis, reporils Touter,

US leaflets for Iraqi troops

SAUDI ARADIA, Jan 31 The United Staices s

Iraqi troops from the air with five million lcaflcts

how o surrcnder. The one-

telling them
by

page lealflcts in Arabic and
lell the Iragis 1o show Lhey are giving themselves
slinging their weapon over thetr left shoulder barrel

lndmllrullﬂnrnlhﬂ-hﬂ:ehjﬂl-ﬂhrﬂirw

arm, reports Reuler.

Six killed in ANC, Inkatha clash

JOIIANNESDURG, Jan 3): Six
of the Alfrican National

a clash between

today in

(ANC) and the Inhﬂcﬁudmnhﬂyjuﬂ two days aftcr th,

rival movements a
of pcople ook part in the
nce lownship. About
scs were damaged in
reporis Reuter.

peace deal,
60 peopic
he atlack,

said.
al Umgababa, a
were injured and 150
uuohcm

|

Benazir cut short US visit

ISLAMABAD, Jan 31: Formcr Pakistani Premier Denaxir

Bhutio is eutting short a US spcaking tour to attend a special
National Assembly scssion on the Gulfl war and (o try o slema
lorrent of criticiam al home. She would return on Sunday for

un_utliﬂpuuﬂhrr:ﬂ lcaders angry at what
they see as political blundcrs :-hf“:-d a Pakistan People’s

Party (PPP) squrce said, reports Reuter.

Major rules out interest cuts

LONDON, Jan 31: Primc Minisicr Jnl'm.ngnr again rulced

outl an

L]

carly cul in intcrest rates and said there would be no
quick fix until the “central cvil” of inflation was
In an intervicw with the Times newspaper

Thursday Major said he had no cheice but to

counter-inflation policy and predicted inflation would come
down to Lhe forecast 5.5 per cent in Lhe last quarter of 1991,

rcports Reculer.

N. Korea, Japan hold talks

TOKYO, Jan 31: North Korca and Japan

cnded today a first

round of lalks on normalising diplomatic relations and agreed

lo mect again in March, Pyongyang's official ncws ageney
The two-day mecting held in the North Korcan

winbel,
Lini.

Delegates agreed to reconvenue in Tokyo in the first half of

March, rcports Reuter.

National ' Poetry.
Festival today

By DU Correspondent

The fifth National Poetry
Festival '91 will start today
(Friday) at 10 a.m. at the
Dhaka Untversity T.S.C. road

island. The slogan of festival
for Lhis ycar is ‘poctry for
democracy’

egum Sufia Kamal will in-
auguratce Lthe festival. The in-
augural scssion of the (wo-day
festival will be addressed by
Faycz Ahmed and Nirmalendu
Gun with poct Shamsur
Rahman in chair.

KX seminar on ‘struggic of
poct and poctry’ will be held
today al 1] a.m. as part of the
programmes. Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui, Adviser [for
Education will preside over it.

The Secssion for recitation
of scil-composed poetry will
start at 2.30 p.m.

Power plant
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donc some survey at the plant
sitc. The experts are working
under Japancse grants.

The mine with an csti-
miated deposit of 260 million
tons of coal was discovercd at
Barapukuria in 1985. The
tecchno-cconomic feasibility
study for the extraction of coal
was undertaken with the assis-
tance of Overseas Development
Administration [ODA) of the
1" K '

According to cxperts, coal
oCCurs in scven seams uhndt:r
3.5 sq km arca al Barapukuria
and coal was pound tech-
nically and cconomically minc-
able. Extraction of coal can be
started wilthin five ycars, il the
implementation of the projeci
continues uninterrupted, the

cxpcris say.
Compclent

told The Daily Star that m
have a plan to set up init
onc unit of the sicam power
plant capable of producing 100
lo 125 MW electricity. "We will
go for more power generation
up lo 250 MW by siclling up
another unit subscquently”,
said Lthc sourcee.
The mine is cxpecicd to
ucc onc million ons of
coal a ycar, of which cight lakh
tons will be used in the power

PDB sourcces

It will take Mve ycars lo
complete the installation of
the stcam power plant lor
which Japan is likely lo pro-
vide financial assistance of
about 125 millien US dollars.
Another 150 million US dol-
lars will be uirefl for the

for which ncgotiutions
with Astan Devclopment Bank
ADIY and olther

IWCCSSAary.

donors will be I

Fresh admission
test for MBBS,

BDS courses :

The admission test Ihr‘l
MBS and BDS course, held
Jan 25 have becon can-
¢clied, an official Press Note
issucd on Thursday thc Min-
istry of liealth and Family Wel-
fare said, report [ISS.

Fresh test will be held
Fcbruary 15 at © am at all
cenires, Lhe Press Note said,

The decision to cancel
test and hold a fresh one
been laken al a
rccently with llcalth
fly Wellare Adviser Prol. M.
Majed to review the report
the investigation commiltee
which have been constituted o
probe the untoward incidents
in some of the admission tesl
centres, the Press Note said.

Many of thc candidates did
nol appear in the admission
test al Dhaka Mcdical Col
cenlre due o disturbances
some admission scckers whose
applications were cancelled
duc to non-fulfilment of terms
Hl‘ld tﬂlﬂhﬂl ﬁ.'ll' Hlm |

Legal measures would be
luken t the troublemak-
crs, the I'ress Nolc said
that FIk has becen
agivinist them.

CEC firm
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plc's unequivocal support and
|

grgzii

and thc commil-

nent of the interim govern-
ment, next month's parlia-

mentary eleetion will certainly

be uniqus in our national life.

. Hasma
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“Joybangla® as both the words
denote the same meaning.
*Zindabad” is a Persian word

"victory”. .
B Lo frinc o
mcans

of Bangla.” She lurther
the people of Lhe Sindh
provinec of Pakistan use lo say
*jeya Sindh” and they defi-
nitcly do not tum into Hlindus.
Discarding the Jamaal pro-
paganda that a “fcmalc” could

‘not be the head of a Muslin

statec Shcikh llasina posed a
counier guestion-where in un-
der Islam it had beecn wrilien
that women could not be the
head ol a stalc?

She pointed oul that the
first human being who em-
braced the m.:u:; (rom
lazral Muham | was a
fcmalc and who cmbraced
martyrdom in “Zihad® was also
A [cm' m “Hi m h
Pakistan the Prime Minisicr
was & woman although il is an
Islamic country.

She said, in 1083 she =
formed “Umra” and in |

=1



