HAUNTING MEMORIES

a beautiful and healthy onc

-

"No,” She said.

“I'm doector---."
during the delivery?”
"With the patient.” she lied.
"It's nol truel” | yelled.
true,” she declared with au-
thority. "Were is Dr. ----2" |
demanded to know. "She is on
way.” “So, you got her at
last!” | was by then almost
breathless and my head spun. 1

thought | might faint. | could
hardly believe | would have td

facc a lying lady doctor in my
life. That too, when she had

3

baby had to die or
meet death duc to negli-
gence, carclessness and inhu-
man behaviour. She did not
also know that there was no
doctor, n0o nures nor somconc

who knew enough about child
deliveryl

That our

| went to the ‘tray’ where
our baby lay -- still and unmov-
ing. She lookded so pretty! |
Hilct b .

a fcmale voice say :
didn't you give oxygen?”

Then there was complcte
silence. There had to be. Be-
cause therc was no onc called

Quazi Zaman

cevee== @and who could give

oxygen. Somcthing

aller a while by the
doctor and | knew she
. she was present when
- baby come. Only | kncew
the other paticnts and
attenclants and the stall

of course, the doclor
new Lhe truth too.

FEELFFIIET

The ‘s mouth was opcn.
‘Did she try to breathe?” |
askoed silently. | hcard
the voice of the lady
doctor whoe was supposcd to

to the clinic. The other

. were nol cocven

therc when the baby camel”
She told me nel to worry

ng would be

takcen care of. |1 failed to undcer-
stand what she meant by that.
She could on no account re-

turn the baby girl we just lost. |
recmembered how she on her
cniering the room with a
nursc had asked il 'the injce-
tion" was given or not. Then

late at night a male doctor
askced her what she was going
to do with the dead baby! A
woman who had been looking
forward to sceing her baby
soon, in the latc hour of Lhe

night was informed that her
baby was dcad! And that she
should tuke away her dead baby
someplace although she was ly-
ing helpless in her bed at that
hour

. Then there was this nurse
who claimed to bc a dortnr
who told me hlhl'ﬂ'll'thll-’
in a 'dust-bin.' The
Director told me to bury the
child some placc about the

mises of my dwelling

. | said a lot of to
both of them and in quite harst
language but it scemed 1 was
talking to zombics or to two
beings without souls.

We returned home emply
handed alter having gone
through a lot of arguments
over the ‘overcharges' the
clinic authority had made,
specially on the medicine my
wife was given and the
‘delivery roem' charge
although the baby was not de-
livered there. The shocking
part of it all was Lhat | was not
even given any documentary
prool that my wife was admit-
ted in their clinic and that the

she wondcred how the
‘delivery’ took place. | pre-
sumed the in was given
to dclay
daughtcr. But, alas, she would
not wail and came too soon as

[ar as medical science was .

concerned. |, only | knew, she
came right on time just to
meet her end because, we the
worldly ple, cared little
and did not believe in
performing our duties

accordingly

On the prescription it was
clcarly writicn ‘baby in tact'
(the spelling of intact was
wrong) ‘labour pain -- contrac-
lion cic, and some other, like
my wile', 'blood pressurc’. In
other words mnothing was
wrong with the baby or the
molher. Both were in
wm when the doctor had

Outside the chamber 1lic
doctor told me the baby died
beecause il was too weak. |
asked her how could the baby
diec when she was born dead.
She quickly corrceted hersclfl
and told me she would try and
scc when she ean move my
wilc to a ward [rom her cham-
ber. She also informed me
there would be no ‘delivery
charges' and that at the ward it
would cost me 120 taka cach
day and there would bc also’
the charges for medicine. My
wilec was removed to the ward
in a very misecrable condition.
in her semi-conscious mind
she could not know what actu-
ally had takcn A wanted
to keep everything to myscif
till she felt strong cnough. But

the coming of our .
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Opening and recitations from the Holy

Cartoon Film: Adventures of the Galaxy

Rangers.

Notun Kunri: Children’'s programme.
Film: Mork & Mindy. Comedy series.
Probaha: Current affairs.

Educational film: The Ascent of Man.
Moner Mukurey:

EVENING TRANSMISSION

Opening and recitation from Quran.

Alore Dishari: Children's programme on-
Islamic teachings. .

Movie of the Week: Bengali film.

5.50 Sports programme., -

Janamat: Programme on population.

Modhu Chhanda: Modern songs.

Film: Just Our Luck.
Biswa Natok: World drama.

Retelecast of selected

'Sanglap' Opens Tomorrow

A new TV programme enti-
tled 'Sanglap’' introduced in
the new quarter replacing

‘Aapni ki Bhabchhen' goes on

the air tomorrow. Produced by
Alimuzzaman, its ‘current af-
fairs’ programmce will be
anned and conducted by
hammad Jahangir who en-
joys the eredit of successfully
conducting 'Aapni ki

Bhabchhen’ over a long sircich
of time.

The.theme of the maiden
programme of ‘Sanglap’ to be
telecast at 9 pm tomorrow. is
‘What Role are You Playing to

Ensurc a Frec Election?
Students, cultural workers,
busincssmen and women will
participate in the discussion.

heavy

baby was 'still born’. On the day
of my wile's release the author-
ities gave me all the necessary
papers. | arranged for the re-

" moval of our baby only then

and made surc she was given a
proper burial. The refusal to
move our baby out ol the clinic
unless the clinic personnel
gave mec the rclevant papers
irritated the whole
'administration’ for which one
of them had taken ‘revenge’ by
announcing lo my wile that the
baby ‘was dcad. Only Allah
knows how my wife survived
the shock and the pein under
her chocking tears when 1 was
not even there to gonsole her
or give her my tender love
which she may have wanted
very much at that time.

I know cven today how my
wile feels and how our little
living daughtcr fecls -- she was
only three years old then. She
talks of her sister who did nol
come home because she went
off to Allah like her grandfla-

ther and what she may bc
donig with him "up there'. My
wiflc never spcaks about the
lost child nor dose she say any-
thing about the clinic.

This clinic alter a littie
morce than a year was charged
with drug traflicking and five
of the stall including the Di-
rector General were arrested

later the clinic was shut down.
We do not know what hap-

pcned to the arrcsted persons

or why exactly the clinic does
nol exist anymore. Bul we
surcly know the experiences at
the clinic will haunt us all our
lives.

How the Tabloids Went

to Town Again

The Gulf war has brought the British tabloids out in

| their full colours J is back. One
Wnnﬂmﬂmm:ﬂl oal bo

lo

readers to put it in their windows. Another invoked
's great patriotic H V. War, it
e Ly

ight

concluded, puts the British in their

element. There are other reasons, however, for the
tabloid behaviour. One, reports Gemini News
Service, is an effort to increase circulation and
secure the loyalty of readers. by Derek Ingram

E British, it is said, love
going to war. Most of them
would dispute that, but

the country's school his-tory
books are still largely dom-
inated by fighting. From the
medicval wars with France to
the campaigns of World War
Two, they are about victory.
The Bengal Lancers, the Des-
crt Ralts and The Few of the
Battle of Britain arc Lhe folk
heroes.

Perhaps that is why the
British tabloid newspapers are
among thc most noisy and
cn:g{ patriotic in the world.
i t be thought that in a
contracting world with talk of
less sovereignty amd more re-
gional unity the language of
gung-ho would begin to disap-
pear. Not a bit of it.

The Gulf War brought it all
back . The pages of the tabloid
newspapers stank of the glo-
rics of going to war. As usual,
The Sun led the pack. On day
onc its front consisted of
a soldier's face in the middle
of a Union Jack with the words
"Support out boys and put this
flag in your window". |

Inside were headlines like
"Il we die, we die”, and "Time
to put the mad dog down.”
They Daily Star, a compara-
ttml? ncw paper which tries lo
outdo The Sun, ordercd on its
front page : "GO GET HIM
BOYS" ‘and inside said "The
saints go zapping in.” A day
later when the bombing had
begun it coined a single word

on Lhe [ront page” "Bangdad".

Today carried a front page
picture of a sailor with the
heading "YOUR COUNTRY
NEEDS HIM," a reference to a
[amous recruiting poster of
World War One featuring Gen-
eral Lord Kilchener. More than
onc paper cven published the
Kitchener poster.

The next day it invoked the
specch before the Battle of Ag-
incourt in Shakecspeare's
llenry V: "We few, we happy
few, we band of brothers/ For
he today that sheds his blood
with me/ Shall be my brother.”

The tradition was being
maintained. When the DBritish
went to war in the Falklands in
1982 and sank the Argentinfan
cruiser [clgrano The Sun
splashed across its [ront page
the word "GOTCHA".

The hcadline passed into
British ncwspaper legend,
although for many journalists it
was a matter of shame that an
incident that cost morc than
350 lives could be treated in
such cavalicr and callous style.

This periodic resurgence of
Victorian jingoism {s partly a
legacy of Empiré, and an ap-
parent nced for the British - or
a ccriain, probably quite small,
scction of the community - to
comlort themselves that they
still count in the world and
that they really are the samc
pcople who produced Nclson
and Churchill and won Lhe
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THE POOR LIFE

ESPITE milloms of do-

llars spent on ald, abowt

500 million people g

to bed hungry every night. and
some 40 million die cach year
through starvation. Statistics
like these are difficult 10 P.
Few of us have any idea of what
poverty entails. A new book
from Earthscan called Doing
Development sets out 1o

describe some of the realities
of subsistence living. and o

some of the obstacies
laced by organisations that aim
to help the poor in Asta. Often,
our eflorts to

help suecced

Mallik's experiences shows
what a poor farmer in India
has to put up with.

Before farmers could ebtain
loans from rural development
banks, farmers like ik
were at the mercy of the
money-lenders. In order to pay
for his daughter's his
father's funeral. his own medi-
cal expenses and repairs to his
rool Mallik had progressively
mortgaged his entire farm to a
local landlord and a drink
salesman. Under the extraor-
dinary biased terms of the
deals, he-lost the right to farm
his land, or even pick the frun
from trees, for 10 to 25 years.
Mallik's {impoverishment
deepened with cach crisis, and
any hope ol redeeming his
farm receded further.

Fortunately, together with
the farmers in I;;Fll'ﬂ. and
with the help of a local NGO
(Non Governmental Organisa-
tion), Mallik and other victims
of the money lenders were
able to get their land back. To
increase the productivity on
the farm. Mallik decided to

apply for a subsidy. financed by

Iin newspaper terms it is

more complicated than that.
Tabloid behaviour has as much
to do with battlcs for circula-
tion as with any desire to dis-
play sincerc patriotism. The
tabloids have always indenti-
fied with the scrvicemen and
their families, secing them as
solid supporters of their
tabloid style of journalism,
with its mixture of quickfire
slories, strips and strippers,
and agony columns.
The founder of this kind of
journalism was The Dhily Mir-
ror in World War Two. It had a
huge following in the forces,
ca for the wellbeing
and rights of serviecmen and
women and supported a Labour
Party that was to ride Lo vic-
tory in 1945 on their vote.

The Mirror was always oul-
spoken against the Ghurchill
coalition and at Icast once

nearly was banncd. A cartoon
showing a lonc sailor clinging
to a ralt after his ship had sunk
and carrying the simple cap-
tion "The price of petrol has
bheen ra by one penny” in-
furiated Churchill at the height
of the U- boat war in the At-
lantic.

Today the Mirror continues
the tradition, but now the ncw
and brasher tabloids such as
The Sun and Daily Star are
fighting for the same markect.

1.OS ANGELES: Rapper M.
C. llammer dominatcd the

18th annual American Music

Awards on Monday with five
trophies while Janet Jackson
picked up three awards in a
ceremony marked by tributes
to the armed forces overscas,
rcporis AP, .

"I'd like Lo dcdicate this
award to the troops in the
Persian Gulf,” lHlammer said as
he picked up his soul-rhythm
and blucs album award for
"Please llammer Don't Hurt
'Em.”

Hammer,who had a leading
scven nominations, alsoe won
best single for "U can't Touch
This" and favouritc male artist
in the soul-rhythm and blucs
calegory, and [avourite arlist
and album in thc rap catcgory.

it was the sccond-best
showing by an artist in the his-
tory of the awards. Michacl
Jackson remains the all-time

- leader after winning seven

compelitive trophies and the
Awird of Mcrit in 1984 .
Hammer lost only to Phil
Collins i the male pop-rock
artist and album categorics.
Miss Jackson, who entered
with five’ nominalions, won
favourite [emalc artist in thc
calegorics ol -rock, soul-

rhythm and blucs, and dance- .

music.She faced strong com-
petition from the likes of Paula
Abdul, Mariah Carcy, Madonna,
ncad O' Connor and Regina
le. :
Quad rupic-nomince
na won only once, lak-
ing the dance-music single

trophy for "Voguc".

Longlime rockers Acro-

smith beal newcomers Bell Biv
DeVoe and New Kids on the
Block for favourite pop-rock
group. Acrosmith also was
named [avourilc artist in the

metal-hard rock cate-

Hammer

Bell Biv DeVoe, which spe-

‘cfalizes  in a hip-hop R&D

sound, were named best new
artist in the soul-R&B and
dance-music categorics.

was

"Tony, Toni, Tone"
named favourite soul-rhythm
and blues group

Reba McEntire won, the
country -album trophy for °

Rcba Live” and was named lop
fcmale country artist. Clint
Black was the top country male
artist, over Garth Brooks and
George Strail.

Brooks’ "If Tomorrow
Never Comes™ won the country
single honour, while perennial
favourite Alabama won its ninth
consccutive award for country
mgﬂuntry artist Merle Hag-
gard got thc Award of Merit ,
an ovcrall noncompetilive
award,

Jon Bon Jovi won rock
single for "Blaze of Glory" [rom
the "Young Guns II" sound-
track, which also carned him a
Golden Globe trophy Jan. 19.

Bon Jovi said backstage Lthe
war against lraq has stirred his
emolions .

"I'vé never prayed so much
in my life,” Bon Jovi said. " |

" wish this thing was ower, be-

causc it's scaring the hell oul
of me.”

In the heavy mctal eate-
gory,Slaughter was nametl top
new artist and Motley Cruc's
“Dr. Feelgood” won [avourite
album. ¥

The Golden Globe awards
eeremony carlier this month
was Lhe first of the entertain-
ment industry’'s annual ccle-
brations to go forward despitc
the war. But its eclebratory
spirit was muted and al least

to buy a couple of bullocks and

with a particular pohtical and

fertor but overpriced pair of
animals 1200 rupers.
Mallik's total nses for this

This story is one il-
lustration of iﬂl"
often f to reach the

for whom it was um-
tended, and finds its
into the pockets of the
well off. There are
other useful insights into how
works, or [alls to

work, dotied throughout the
book. The friction. for exam-
ple. that ofien exists between
ment and NGO, can re-

sult in offictal obstruction of,

ii E! 8

Iicarts Club and send colour
pi-tures of themselves for pub-

edition to
troops. The
pictures will be numbered and
“the lads” in the Gull will scnd
lctters to The Sun bearing the
number of their girl on the
envelope . The Sun will send
the letters on to the ap-

propriate girl.

At Christmas time the
tablowds fis for the
troops in the Gull and cach
paper displayed lcticrs
of thanks from the British
commander

There is thus built up a
strong link between the news-

pers and “our boys”™ and
their_familics. The patriotism
involved is feeding on itsclf 1o
the point where, for example,
the BBC has even got ftsclf into
hot water for daring to suggust
1o its stall that in the intcrests
of o tivity broadeastcrs
should refer always to "British
iroops” and not Lo "our Lroops”.

The Daily Star quoted an
ouiragcd woman, onc Mrs
Dodd, as saying: “They arc not
just British troops - they are
our boys, not numbers, bul rcal
men - with mams, &, wives
and : “ildren... an army of
peopl: rooting for Lhem.

"Il the v  dismisscs them
as British roops they arc
trcating us ‘and the men

1

the Sirm: Malliks of this world.

.'F_F-.l

prevalent in those days In
Faridpur lown,

Mrinal Sen fondly nolted
his long and enduring
friendship with poel
Jasimuddin, alias
‘Shadhuda’ as he affection-
ately called him.

Would Mrinal Sen be in-
lerested in making bilo-
graphical films? May be on
Tagore or Nazrul?

“t am nol in favour of
making biographical fea-
ture films, but documen-
laries should certainly be
made.,” he commenled,
noling that Satyajit Ray did
make a biographical film on
Tagore.

Mrinal Sen is currently
working on a film depict-
ing the life of a middle-
class family living in Cal-
culla, primarily the
changes that occurred in
their lives during the last
two, years. Entlitled
‘Mahaprithibi® (Werld
within /World withoul, as
he put it), the film is a
family story which would

also include a of the
rsrbpagrerlag ook

Battle of Trafalgar and Readers of The Sun are in-  fighting this country's politkal gy Bakht is a Feature Writer
trounced Uitler. vited to join the Gull Loncly battles with contempt”. !l.'hr EI Star. :
Alblim : "Recba lve,” Reba
McEntire.

Dc;minates US Music Awalrds

onc¢ nominec stayed away, cil-
ing Lthe conflict.

Amcrican Music Award
nominecs were compiled from
ycar-end sales charts of the
music industry magazine Cash
Box . The show's produccrs,

» Dick Clark Productions Ine.,

scnt ballots via a polling firm
to a nationwide sampling of
20,000 record buyers to select
the winners.

Here are the winners of the

18th annual Anyrican Music
Awards presented Monday at
the Shrine Auditorium:
POP-ROCK

Malc artist: Phil Collins.
Female artist: Janct Jackson.
Band, duo or group: Acrosmiih.
Single: "Blaze of Glory,” Jon
Bon Jovi. \

Album : "....But Seriously,” I’hil
Collins.

Ncew Artist: Vanilla lec.

SOUL-RITYTIIM &BLUES

The Gull war has had no
tclling effect on the video
market in Bangladesh. A video
shop owner ‘commented:
"People want to escape from
the Eﬂrsh realities of life and
video movie help them to for-
get at least for a few moments.
They take refuge in the world

-of fantasy”.

Five new movies were re-
lcased last week: Tinnu
Anands’ new romantic film
Jeena Tere Galimein, Khilaal

with Chankey Pandey, Madhuri

Dixit and Anupam Kher in the
lead, Kanoon Ka with
Dharmendra and Jaya Prada in

the leading role, Aik Din
Achanak and The Bengali
Night. The [amous Bengali
Direetor Mrinal Sen is back in
business with another hit in a
making. His latest attraction is

The movie list eonsists
of different types of films.
Home Alone — is a very enter-
taining movie which will be
enjoyed by both children and

elders.

Aik Din Achanak is a serious
social film which is jaded with
stars like Shabana Azmi.
Apama Sen. Rupa Ganguly and
Arjun Chakravorty. The Bengalt
Night directed by a German. Is
a story based on Calcutta and it

i{s also dubbed in Hindi and |

will be liked by the art movie
lovers.

The ten Hindi movie chart
shows that the romantic films
arc still dominating the lisL

Top Ten (Hindi) :

Sanam Bewafa [romantic
movie) Starring: Salman Khan,
Chandni (new heroine) . (2)
Pyar Ka Devta (romantic action
movie): Mithun, Madhuri Dixit,
Kader Khan. (3) Khilaafl-
ramantic movie), (Chankey
Pandey. Madhurt Dixit. (4)
Kanoon Ka Zanjeer(thriller):
Dharmendra. Jaya Prada. (5)
Lehreen wvolume-17 (video
magazine) (6) Baghi (romantic
nmuwie): Salman Khan. Nagma
inew heroine]l .(7) Shiva

(student peolitics), Amla.
Nagarjuna. (8) 'I‘humﬂj:r
(romantie comedy): Sanjay

Malc artist: M.C. Hammer.
Female artist: Janct Jackson.
Band, duo or group : Tony |
Tomt | Tone |

Single: "U Can't Toulh This,”
M.C. llammcr.

New artist. Bell Biv DeVoe.

COUNTRY

Male artist: Clint Black.

Female artist: Reba MeEntire.
3and, due or group: Alabama.
Single: "I Tomorrow Ncver
Conws,” Garth lirooks.

Duit, Jeelendra. Madhurt
Dixit. Jaya Prada. (9} Tinnu
Anand’'s Jeena Teri
Galiomein.(10) Bahar Aanc Tak
(sotial drama) Sumeet Saigal,

Elutrra?‘:nguly. Munmun Sen

1" ARaar: St ascrject

Debashree, Utpal Dutta, Ranjit
Mallick. L oo

2. : Stg. Tapas :
Hanjit"m. Sandhya Roy.
Utpal Dutta.

3. Abhimannu: Stg. Biplob.
Shatabdi Roy.

4. Aakankha: Stg. Arjun
Chakravarty, Shukhen Das.
Naina Das.

5. Khona Bhora Stg. Uttam
Kumar,

6. Aaro
Kumar, Sumitra.

7. Teen Purush: Sig.

:ﬁq,l.llum

Debashree.
8. Jawar Bhata: 8Sig
Chiranjeet, Shatabdi, Sumitra.

9. Ashrita : sig Manjali Das.

hm.gmnﬂuu Jube

(songs of Kishore

~ Top Ten

New artist: The Kentucky
Headhunters.,

1IEAVY METAL.

Artist : Acrosmith.

Album : "Dr. Feelgood,” Motlcy
Crue. -

New artist: Slaughter.

RAP

Artist : M. C. Hlammer.

Album : Picase lHammer Don't

 Hurt 'Em."

DANCE MUSIC
“Vogue,” Madonna.

New artist: Il'l. Hiv DeVior.

ne (children

movie)}.
2. Three Men and a Little
Lady (comedy). Stg. Tomh

Sellock, Ted Danson.
3. Tresspasses (thriller).

Stg. Lou Daimond

4. Pacific Heights
Sig. Michcal Keaton, Mellony
Griffith.

§. Price of the Bride

(thriller) (by Fredrick
Forsythe) Sig. Mike Farrell

6. The Rhinemann
Exchange Robert Ludlum
' - Yok
ond World War. ry

;. Tie Me Up Tie Me Down.
fadult comedy)
8. Hiters Daughter
(thriller) Sig. Patrie Cassidy,
Anderson.
9. Bullseye

(comedy
thriller] Sig. th-l Caine,

Roger Moore, Kirkland.
chg T~ Ao

Historical drama. Robert
. o, B}



