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200 Iraqi fighters in Tehran :
number of combat and transport planes sent o neutral
lmhwmmw--hwmﬂm

officials in Middlc

Wednesday . senior military
It gave no further details but quoted a defence expert as

saying #t appeared lraq was running a ‘“shuttle service’
across the border into lran.

The Allies say up to 100 Iragi aircrafts are known to have
flown to Iran in a move analysts say is designed by Iragi
President Saddam Hussein to preserve his air froce from

their attack

Mubarak back home : srsident Hosns

Mubarak returned home Wednesday night after a brief visit to
Saudi Arabia where he had talks with King Fahd on the Gulf
war, reports Xinhua.

During his visit, President Mubarak also discusscd with
Saudi rs bilateral relations between the two countries
the East news agency in Cairo said.

This was the second time President Mubarak visited the
ofl kingdom since the eruption of the Gulf crisis last August
He was accompanied by Information Minister Safwat El-Sherif
and first foreign undersecretary and Presidential Political
Advisor Osama Al Baz.

Egypt has sent morc than 36.000 troops to Saudi Arabia
soon after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait to help the kingdom
deter any possible aggression from Iraq, and bilateral
relalions between Egypt and Saudi Arabia have been
strengthened since the Gull crisis.

Mqor Prehends war in Iraq :
British Prime

nister John Major said he would not rule out
ursuit of the Gulf war into Iraq after ejection of President
g-thm Hussein's foreces from Kuwait, reports Reuter.
"It depends on the circumstiances.” hc told The Times
in an interview published on Thursday. "If Saddam
Hussein is within Iraq lobbing missiles of one sort or another
outside, then the war patently has not ended.”

Perez denies Iraqi charges : ux

Secretary-Gencral Javier Perez de Cuellar rejected on
Wednesday Iraq's charges that he was personally responsible
for the Gull war and appealed again to Baghdad to withdraw
from Kuwail, reports Reuter.

"I continue lo believe thal such a responsc is nceded in
order to find a peaccful solution to this grave and tragic
conflict and 0 save human lives.” he said in a letter to lragi
foreign minister Tareq Aziz.

16 mines discovered in Gulf : s

naval forces have discovered 16 new mines in the Gull, a
Saudi military spokesman announced in Riyadh Wednesday

Ten of the 16 mines found in the past 24 hours had been
neutralized by units from the Saudi, British and US navies,
the spokesman said. The remaining six were being dealt with.

Three mines were located in the Gulf late Tuesday off the
Saudi coast. one of which was destroyed. he said.

Allled commanders have reported the destruction of a

number of Iraqi mine layers in the Northern end ol the

In the two-weeck-old air offensive against Iraq. the
spokesman said that of the more than 30,000 sorties flown by
the allied forces, 1,900 had been by Saudi aircrafll, 182 by
Kuwaiti plancs and 44 the Bahraini air force.

f‘ahd to restore ties with Iran :

King Fahd of Suudi Arabia said Wednesday that diplomatic
relations with Iran will be reestablished "at the appropriate
time” reports AFP from Cairo. |

He hoped Iran would soon forget the “sad cvents of the
past” an apparent reference 1o the backing by most gulf states
of Iraq in its eight-year war with Iran and the resulting break

He said Saudi Arabia and Kuwait had substantially
contributed to building Iraq's army "not to encourage lraq to
invade Iran, but to help it face a possibic Iranian invasion.”

Pll.lljﬂb violenceclaims 37 : A w037
persons have

been killed in an unabated violence in India's
northwest state of Punjab since Monday night, according to
reports reaching in New Delhi Thursday reports Xinhua.

The reports noted that Sikh militants gunned down 11
persons ncar Bhikowal village in Hoshiarpur on Monday
night.

Police sources were quoted as saying that nearly 20
militants blocked the Hoshiarpur-Dasuga road near the village
and started stopping all the vchicles. They pulled out the
occupants of a truck and a car at gunpoint, gathered them at
a nearby ficld and shot them dead with rifles.

Militants also gunncd down three persons outside Manauli
village on Tuesday night.

Other persons were killed in different incidents in
Majitha, Amritsar. Ludhiana and Patiala districts.

. - -
Irag pe!mltB 15 0“1]13115';3 . Irag on
Wednesday gave permission lor 15 western journalists to
return to Baghdad to cover the Gulfl war, news organisations
in Amman said, reports Reuter.

The journalists. including Reuter correspondent Bernd
Debusmann, left Amman late on Wednesday and .were to be
met at the Iragi border by a representative from the
Information Ministry to be escorted to Baghdad.

Most foreign journalists aside from the Amcrican Cable
News Network were ordered out of Baghdad shortly after US-
led forees began bombarding the Iraqi capital on January 17.

Those returning included correspondents from the British
newspapers the Sunday Times and Britain's independent
Television News. Agence France Presse,
Television network Antenne Deux, and Austrian television,

International

Peace plan falls far short

of ME solution : Iraq

STOCKHOLM. Jan31: Imaqg's

envoy in Sweden sald on

a U.S.-Soviet peace

plan fell far short of the com-

prehensive Middie East solu-

tion sought by Baghdad, rc-
ports Reuter.

"We (Iraq) are looking for a
comprehensive and wc
shall not yleld under pres-
sure”, Cha d’'Affairs Mo-
hammed Hant told jour-
nalists

tie said he was expressing

his own opinion about Tues-
day's superpower proposal

SOUTH-EASTERN TURKEY : Turkish tanks tak

Northern Iraq's border.

calling for an® unequivecal
commitment” by Iraq to with-
draw from Kuwait.

The proposal offered | a
ceascfire in the Gull war f #t
leaves Kuwait, and held out the
possibility of a wider settle-
ment once the [lighting
stopped.

‘Il anybody should with

- draw, it should include Israel

withdrawing from the ocen-
pied territories. ” Said added
He was earlter quoted by
the Swedish news agency as
saving: Our wview is cloar
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materials have been deployed near the border.
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e position some 40 kilometres away from
Hundreds of tanks, thousands of soldiers and other heavy war

Kuivait is a part of lraq...the
main problem is lsracl's oceu-
pation of Arab areas”.

The U.S. _Soviet statement

said stability in the Middie

East would be a priority once
fighting ended and that both
superpowers would try to
achieve peacc between Arabs
and Israclis.

It it fell short of endorsing
an international peace conler-
ence on the Middie Easi
which Iraq has demanded as a
precondition for negotiations

A Washington report adds:

— AFP/UNB Photo

the French

Iran wants
regional
security

order

AMMAN, Jan-31: Iran wants
a regional sccurily order aller
the Gull war o include Iraq
and its Arab focs from the six-
nation Gull Cooperation
Council (GCC), Jordan's
Forcign Minister Taher Al-
Masri said on Wednesday.
rcports Reuler.

Masri, bricfing Parlinment
on a lwo-day visit to Tchran,
said Iran did not belicve secu-
rity arrangecments would be
macde for the region as "a gilt”
from forcign powers.

“Iran bclieves there is no
way lo avoid an arrangemcnt
that would include Iran, Iraq,

the GCC and later be extendod
to cover Arab and Muslim
countries,” he said.

Jordan and Iran restored
diplomalic ties two weeks ago
after a 10;ycar brecak. Masri,
who c¢nded his visit on
Monday, said the two countries
would cxchange cnvoys soon.

| marincs

U S marines capture |

second Kuwaiti island

OVER UMM AL MARADIM
ISLAND, Kuwait, January 31:
U S marines ended Iraqi con-
trol of a second Kuwiti island
they blew up anti-aircrall
weapons and artillery the
Iragis had apparently stationed
there, Reports AFP.

An explosion that produced
a mushroom cloud was wit-
nessed at 3:15 P.M. (1215
GMT) Tuesday by reporters
flown over the island --a col-
lection of two communication
towers. 13 tents and bulldings
and brush lying 12 miles off
the coast of Kuwalit.

The U. S. army and navy on
January 24 recaptured
Kuwait's Qurah Island from the
Iragis .

It's another step in
continuing effort to frec
Kuwait.” said Captain Michail J.
Coumatos, commander of the
U.S. S. Okinawa. from which
the marines deployed. " | think
every square inch of liberated
Kuwait is important to the
Kuwaitis ."

Before the cxplosion |
climbed to

the

Lwo

the

shorter communication tower
and planted a Kuwaiti flag.

The marines decided 1o
storm UMM Al- Maradim be-
cause they thought Iraqi sol-
dicrs might be there. accord-
ing o Colonel John Rhodes.
Commander of the |8th Marine
Expeditionary Unit .

But unltke Qurah, no one
was on the island when at lecast
50 marines were flown o 1t at
noon, and there was no resis-
tance from Iraqi forces on the
mainland,according to Licu-
tenant Colonel Jhon Flinn.who
leel the marine onto the island.

“In the 29 minutes, we de-
clared the island safe and we
sct aboul confiscating equip-
ment and deciding what to
destroy and what to bring
back” Col . Flinn said. " It was a
quietl place.”

The marines blew up the
wscaponry (o prevent the
Iraqis from using it against the
thousands of U. S. Arab and
European jets that regularly fly
up the coast of Kuwait Col.
Rhodes said.

Thousands of Asians
to flee S. Arabia

Al3U DHABI Jan 31 : Thou-
sands of Asian expatriates arc
expected to flee easlern
Saudi Arabia by road in the ab-

sence of air services as the

Gull war escalates, airline offi-
cials said on Wednesday. re-
ports Reuter.

They quoted diplomats as
saying that up to 10.000 na-
tionals of India and other Asian
states including Bangladeshis
were likely to undertake in
coming weeks a 750 kilome-
tre (450 mile) road trek to the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
for onward flights to their
countries.

A group of 134 Indians in-

cluding 48 children, flew to
India on Tuesday from Abu
Dhabi where they arrived after
a 22-hour journey from
Dhahran. said Krishna Sivara-
man, Air India Manager in Abu
Dhabi

movement of at least L00 Indi-
ans a day from Friday.” lie
satd quoting diplomats.

Mr. Sivaraman said the
Dubai - based travel agency Nei
Toura had arranged a regular
bus service for those wishing
to travel from Dhahran to the
UAE afrports of Abu Dhabi and
Dusbad.

Dhahran airport in ecastern

"There will be a regular

Sandi Arabia was closed to
civilan traflic ahead of the as-
sault launched January 17 by
US led multinational forces
against lrag to evict it from the
ofl-rich emirate of Kuwait.

Large numbers of expatriate
residents from western and
Asian countries et the region
before that date. but some
stayed on.

Iraq has fired more than
two dozen missiles at Dhahran
and other Saudi cities, and
western countries have offered
military flights to their nation-
als wishing to leave.
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The Whitc House on W
day appcared to back
from a joint US. policy
that President George I
had not seen the proposal be-
fore it was issued late on

T !
is anybody that has

1

5

it

W
any concerns we ceriainly will

arc anxious that no onc think
that we are altering policy in
any way . Flizwater told re-
porters.

Bush and Baker. asked at
the start of an Owval Office
mecting with Greek Foreign
Minister Antonis Samaras
whether the president was an-
gry with the Secretary of State,
dented any differences.

"There are no differences.”
Bush said. 'He's never been
mad at me”. said Baker of the
president.

The statement,
shortly before Bush
military defeat for Iraq in his
Staic of the Unlon message 1o
Congress. offered Iraql leader
Saddam Hussein another
chanee to end the war by
withdrawing from Kuwait and
also pledging to work for a
comprehensive Middle East
peace once the conflict is over.

The statement differed
from previous statemenis in

two key respects.

issued

BELGRADE, Jan 31 : A bunker
complex housing Ltroops,
command centers and
other installations near the
Iraqi capital is "as big as

Itaghdad.” a Yugoslav weekly
sald Wednesday. reports AP.

"The drive from one side of
the site 1o the other takes
more than halfl an hour,” a
Yugoslav engincer lold

Zagreb's Danas
newsmagazine in an ex-
clusive iInterview. He re-
quested anonymity.

The engineer, who said he
worked on the glant project
during the Iran-lrag War,
said its main entrance is
located 5 kilometers (3
miles ) [rom the city ncar
the main road south to the
port of Basra: but that very

few Iraqis have any idea
about its existence or sizc.
Foreign workers and experts
employed on the project
including Italians, Germans
and Yugoslavs were
frequently shifted from one
facility to another to
prevent them from gaining
detailed knowledge about
them, the Yugoslav said .
"According to my estimate, the
area covcred by the
compicx is roughly as big as
Baghdad.” the engineer dc-
clared. Danas said he had
spent one year on the site.
Iraqi collecagues reportedly
told the Yugoslav that
heavily fortified eircular
openings marked
“ventilation shafts™ on the
design plans were in fact
intended to scrve as
missilc silos that would.
presumably be loaded from
the bunkers below.
Numerous bunkers were built
deep underground and
were protected by several
70-centimeter (2-foot)
deep layers of reinforced
concrete interspaced at
regular intervals with hard
packed soil, the engineer
serdd |

I can't imagine what could

destroy all that, what kind

| of nuclear blast could dig it

all up,” the buiider said

us

predicted
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pem:-hi:i that he violated conflict-of-interest rules while on
the Silverado board In that case Bush s charged with fatling
L

to disclose his interest in bank transactions with

associates

Bush was an ottside Director of Silverado from August
1985 until August 1984 The fadhare of the federally insured
thrift in December |988 s expected Lo cost laxpayers one

bilhon Dollars

Thieves do it again

LONDON Thieves broke into the car of a Pritiah naval
officer in Athens and siole a bricfease. the second embar

rassing thefl of defence related documents involving tHiw
British military in two months, reposts Reuter.

The Foreign office said the thefl oceurred on Wedin wday
when Cogvmander Christophcr Morgan. a British reprosenia
tive of NATO at the Greek Ministry of Defence. parked his ror

in Athens.

“Thieves sinle a bricicase from Morgan's car in Athens. It
has been reported o the police whe are now investigating”.

said.

No sensitive papers were reported taken but the thefl is

certain to cause concern following an

incident in London

last month when a bricfcase and a compuler were aken from

the car of a sentor oflicer.

The stolen ftems were recovered but theft caused an
outrry in Parllament about security.

Chue to Parkinson's

NEW YORK: E
death

xperimental dm
in rats that is linked to

prevented bradn ccll
inson's  discase in hu-

mans, suggesting a possible approach to fighting the discasc.

scientists say, reports AP.
The drugs

blocked the toxic effects of a substance

that

produces Parkinson like symptoms in people and kills the
same brain cell circuitry that Parkinson's affects.
But scientists cautioned that nobody knows what role i

cither before or substance called glutamate from binding '
brain cells at sites called NMDA receplors

Bush seeks divine
blessings

President George Bush on Wednesday invoked the memory

of another wartime

t. Franklin D. Roosevelt. and said

the goal of the Gulf war is the triump of a new"moral order” in

the world. reports AP.

“We ask God to bless us, to guide us and to help us
through whatever dark nights we still may face™. the Prest-
dent told lawmakers at the Capital.

Bush made no mention in his brief

speech of the deaths of

12 allied soldiers in a battle with Iraqgi troops in Saudi Arabia
ncar the Kuwaiti border. Bush was “very saddened™ by the
deaths, spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said aflerward.

Fitzwater said the fighting did not represent the start of

the
" He said Bush on

ground war. He indicated that Bush has not ordered U.S.
forees to launch that effort yet.

troops in the Gulf : Cherry Point Marine Corps Air Station in
North Carolina, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base in North
Carolina, and Fort Stewart in Georgla.
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Allies: By Allied count: 24
planes, 2 helicopters lost, |
airman killed, 27 airman
missing including 10 con-
firmed POWS. 12 U.S troops
killed on Saudi- Kuwaiti bor-
der.

Iraq: By Allled count: 54
phl;q 46 ships, 52 tanks, and
178 trucks. 9 Iragqi troops
killed, and "substantial losses
in men and equipment " al
Khafji. Between 100 and
POWS.

Allies: By Iraqi count: 284

aircraft or missiles, 12 airman
captured ( one captured air-

-

War casualties

UNDATED Jan 31: Losses
announced in the Gulfl war as
of 2300 GMT Wednesday, re-
ports AFP.

Military losses:

man killed in bombing ol
strategic site where he was
held).

iraq: By Iraql count: 39 sol-
diers killed

Allied breakdown: By Allied
count:

United States: 15 plancs
and 2 helicopter

Britain: 6 aircralft

ialy: 1 aircraft

Kuwait: | aircrafl

Saudi Arabia : | atrerall (for
technical reasons)

Others: 2 atreralt, | nation-
alitics not given.

Civilans losses by Allied
count:

Israck 6 dead. 273 injured.

Saudi Arabia: | decad. 42 in-

Iraqg By Iragi count: 123

civilans dead. 327 injured.
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AFGHANISTAN

France 14

3 Soviet Union 2
3 Denmark 1
Netherlands 3 Greece 1

IN THE GULF

Forces Expected to Be
o— Deployed by Month's End




