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An Offer to Saddam

~ The joint offer has been made by the United
States and the Soviet Union that there would be a
ceasefire in the Gull War i Iraq would make an
"unequivocal commitment” to withdraw [rom
Kuwail and took “"concrete steps” in that
direction. The statement by the US Sec-
retary ol State James A. ker and the Soviet
Foreign Minister Alexander A. Bassmertnkyh sug-
gests that the multinational force would suspend
all hostilities even without an immediate total
‘withdrawal ol Iraqgi forces from Kuwait. The two
supe rs and their allies would probably ac-
‘cept a token withdrawal as a "concrete step” de-
manded of Baghdad for the ceasefire. Much of the
statement be still a matter of inte tation.
There is, however, no doubt that the US-Soviet
offer contains a number ol major concessions.

By far the most signilicant element in the
statement relates to the Arab-Israeli dispute, with
the two superpowers oflering (o treat the matter
‘as a "priority” once the fighting ended in the Gulf.
True, Washington has not gone all the in
linking the Gulf War with the settlement of the
Palestinian problem, as repeatedly demanded by
President Saddam Hussein. However, the new
ofler is backed by both the supe ers, an ofler
that is certain to get the overwhe
the United Nations. Al this stage, can Iraq expect
more?

This is the time for President Saddam Hussein
1o take a realistic view ol his and losses in
the (wo-week old conflict. independent re-
g‘orts suggest that Iraq's war machine has been

adly damaged, if not crippled. With over a hun-
dred of its planes now (lown a to what looks
like a sanctuary in Iran, Iraq is unable to use its
air force in full. Baghdad can still go on, perhaps

for months, by stepping up the nd war and
- using some weapons of mass d tion against
the Saudis and the mullinational force. But is

President Saddam prepared (o go on and face an
uncertain end of a conlflict that no ohe wants. If
the Iraqi leader takes a lesson from the recent
past, when Baghdad could not win the war it
started against Iran and suffered heavy financial
and material losses for its mad adventure, what
- makes it so sure of its vict Inthewar#unst
vlru]:g_;ly the entire West a:? part of the Muslim
wor

Al the moment, Iraq can also count some of its
political gains. The joint commitment by Wash-
ington and Moscow (o step up eflorts to solve the
Arab-lIsraeli dispute once the Gulf war has ended
should be taken seriuusiz by Baghdad. If President
Saddam would accept this ofler, the Palestinians
would certainly treat him as a hero, while other
Arabs would agree that the Iragi leader had been
perfeclly serious in trying to force the hand of
Washington on this issue. An end of the conflict at
this stage also leaves the Iraqi war machine
alleast partially intact and the President himselfl
in power. A month or two from now, it may be an
entirely diflerent scenario. Both Saudi Arabia and
Iraq may be heavily devastated; Kuwait may well
be in ruins; casualties on all sides, military and

fh'ﬂiﬂnﬁ may be in tens of thousands; more eco-
ogical disasters may change the environment.

And who can then speculate on the [ate of Presi-
dent Saddam?

It is not too late yet for the Iraqi leader to re-
spond positively to the joint US-Soviet offer for
the sake of peace with honour.

Avoidable deaths

Sixteen people were on Wednesday killed in
five road mishaps in Dhaka and [ . Eight of
them in one incident in Dhaka. Mishaps they
were fo be sure, but not accidents. The
distinction is very important and is far from a
matter of rhetorical nuance. When death is built
into our traflic situation, it comes not as an acci-
dent, but as a matter of course. A course laid
down parily deliberately and partly through sheer
neglect and callousness. Mishaps involving death
and aulomobiles are generally taken (o be shaped
by a combination of failings in human judgement
and limitations of mechanical systems. As such
drivers embroiled in fatal incidents are not
charged with wilful violence and murder. We
wanl very firmly to say that, although the drivers
involved in the five mishaps on Wednesday are
nol by themselves murderers as such, the sixteen
that died were murdered — and not accidentally
killed. And this kind of murder, like all others,
. must be made (o stop before many more sacri-
fices are exacted by the nature of our unfortunate
handling of the motorised vehicular trafTic.

Let us try (o fix the responsibility of such avoid-
able deaths that befall our road-users every day of
the year. First in the five fatal road incidents on
Wednesday, two involved minibuses. This does
not reflect the true proportion of deaths caused
by minibuses. At least three in every traflic deaths

wilthin urban limits are caused by minibuses,
Two, trucks have long earned the horrible epi-

thel 'killer’ — and there hasn't been any meaning-
ful effort to stop them.in their killing business.
Trucks caused three of theé five tragedies on
Wednesday. For the overall national figure that
comes to about the right proportion. And all the
three — as all the rest over U!:E whole year — oc-
curred in day-time. Who allowed the trucks to be
on the roads in broad daylight ? Those that fail to
restrict the trucks to night time plying partici-
pale in the systematic killing of the road-users.

Three, has any mini or truck — the two big
culprits — been checked and penalised for speed-
ing and overloa ever ? What is the average
speed of these, and the high mark, within town
limits ? Each one of these thousands of carrier
vehicles reach over 60kph every now and then
averaging possibly the
20kph for minis and 30, yes 30 [or trucks. The
average for bus speeds in London is less than
8kph—Ifor' a comparison. And London is a far less
crowdy city.

The point is i we are genuinely interested in
cutling down the road death toll: As decision-
makers as well as the implementors down (o a
wide level hardly ever take a 'mini' or a rickshaw
ride — the bonalide of the intent in the pertinent
issue remaining highly suspect. We are not ready
to acceptl such an abominable possibility. The se-
riousness of controllers of trafflic and more so of
the operaters of buses and trucks in bringing
down road deaths can of course work wonders.
That it doesn't happen goes to show that maybe
}hc machine itself is jinxed. Operators care only
or profit and not life and there are many among
controllers who are operators and there is still a
grealer number among controllers who reap a

regular benefit out the duo's death dealing. All
this must stop. e
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map.

Gulfl related losses by tour
operators have so far been
comparatively low because the
first nine months of 1990 ook
tourism revenue to record
levels. But if the conflict is a
long one, it could take years
for the industry to regain lost
business.

Untll now, 1986 had been
the nightmare year for the
tourist industry in Europe and
the Middle East. A series of
attacks scared off American
tourists wary of becoming ter-
rorist targets.

First came the hijack of the
cruise ship Achille Lauro off
the Egyptian coast in October
1985. This was followed by the
bombing of a West Berlin dis-
cotheque in March 1986 and
the US air attack on Tripoli in
April. The nuclear fall-out from
the Chernobyl disaster shortly
afterwards was another factor
in keeping Americans away
from Europe.

It took two years belore
dared to
venture to Europe again in any
numbers. The Lockerbie crash

of December 1988 appeared to
be the last in a serfes of major

disasters, and tourism picked
up quickly again in 1989. Until
the invasion of Kuwait, 1990
looked set to be a record year.

The Gulf war has now
heightened concern about re-
tallatory terrorist attacks on
civilan targets around the

_ world and increased tensions

Civil Servants Test Bhattarai's Patience |

EPAL'S new democratic

government is facing one

of the toughe
nges-- this time from civil
scrvants.

Ctvil servants, who recently
formed the Nepal Civil Ser-
vants Association (NCSA) and
asked for salary hikes, paral-
ysed ministries and depart-
ments last December 18 by re-
fusing to work.

Western tourists waited for
several hours to buy stamps.
Maifls in the foreign post office
were disrupted. There was no
work done in any government
office.

The interim government,
installed by King Birendra last
April following the popular
pro-democracy movement, has
accused the NCSA of sabolag-
ing the delicate transition to
democracy by playing at the
hands ol revivalist forces.

The new government is in
the middle of preparing for
the country's first free elec-
tions, scheduled for May.

The law and order situation
has deteriorated. Political
meetings of various main-
stream opposition parties have
been attacked and members of
even the ruling Nepali
Congress have been beaten.

on-going Gulf crisis has
added a serious element. The
economic growth rate, which
was 4.5 percent during the
former one party regime, is
headed fer sharp decline. The
rate of inflation, officially
claimed at 12 percent, is
much higher.

The International Monetary
Fund is asking for austerity
measures, new taxes, and bet-
ter tax collection. Finance
Minister Devendra Raj Panday

st challe- .

The global tourist industry has been crippled by the Gulf war. The Eastern Mediter-

ranean has become a

virtual no-go zone, few Americans dare venture to Europe and

the livelihoods of tens of thousands of workers dependent on tourism are threatened.

tlans. A Western Euro

pean are being turned
into tary fortresses with
secu check delays averag-

. among them destinations
such as Jeddah, Oman and
Duibad.

Tourism prospects in the
Eastern Mediterranean are

Ari Zurel of the Israeli
Tourist Office said bookings for
January 1991 were 40 to 50
per cent lower than the previ-
ous year. After the beginning of
hostilities, they will have
dropped to nil

Although revenues for the
1990 are only four cent
lower than 1989, Zurel esti-
mated the loss for the Israeli
tourist industry at about $250
milfon - and that estimate
came before the outbreak of
WA .
“A good year would make us
about $1.5 billion.” he said.

"Onc can say we have already
lost mos!t of the winter scason,

of which cruises from a sub-
stantial and very lucrative part.
Summer tourism is less prof-
itable.”

In Egypt. the picture gets
worse. Bookings started to
drop immediately after the in-
vasion of Kuwait, with August

with his sagging popularity is
reluctant to propose unpopular
measures in an election ycar,

"Most of the problems will .

be solved once a single party
returns to power,” said Prime
Minister Krishna Prasad Bhat-
tarai who heads the coalition
government. As president of
the Nepali Congress, he looks
confident of coming back to
power.

But the challenges are

1990 down by 40 per
cent from 1989. The current
situation is so bad that the
Egyptian Tourist Information
Centre has its adver-

tising campaigns altogether.
to the n

Tourtst Office the loss the
Egyptian economy is estimated
at 81.5 billlon on an expected
revenue of 83.5 billion. As for
the months ahead. clients are
enquiring. but not booking.

by Jan Sharma

monthly salary hardly enough
for a week. They have sympa-
thy but what is surprising is
the timing when the country is
preparing for the first free
polls in 30 years.

The prospects for an early
pay hike are slim as the state
coffers are empty. The new
leaders have blamed this for
the mismanagement of the na-
tional economy wunder the
previous regime.

The Middle East Travel
Centre, @ tour operdtor in Lon-
don. has received just two
bookings for Cairo since Friday
January |1. Untll September,

had been at a normal
level. but they have
considerably since. De
bookings were 65 per ecent
below 1989 levels, and book-
ings are ﬂnunl.lindmn-tm
for the months :

For many tour operators

ahead by observing a one-hour”
pen down strike on December
13. The next day, the sirike
lasted for two hours. Since
mid-December, they tied black
arm bands and observed four-
hour “pen down" strikes. This
will go on with demonstrations
and rallies.

"We are ready to solve the
problems through talks peace-
fully.” the NCSA said in a press
statement urging all civil scr-

e

The current unrest is the result of failure to punish corrupt officials

enormous for Mr. Bhattarai
who spent most of his life
fighting for democracy and
human rights. One of his main
problems is that he does not
have the team of competent
collcagues to steer clear of the
mess left by the previous
regime.

These he needs both on the
home and economic fronts. His
colleagues are not in the grip
of the sftuation, critics say.

Last December 12, the
NCSA launched a 10-day
protest program. In response,
employees tied black arm
bands and observed a "pen-
down" strike by attending of-
fices but refusing to work.

one of the two major de-
mands has already been met by
the government: the official
recognition of the union on
April 20. The tricky demand -
the salary hike _may not be
met.

Civil servants have legiti-
mate claims for a salary hike as
they bring home a redundant

In a veiled warning. the
Ministry of General Adminis-
tration urged civil servants to
be “disciplined” and continue
their service to the nation. The
strike was called a violation of
the legal code of civil service
unanimously agreed by the
NCSA.

"(The government) is de-
termined to provide maximum
facilities to the civil servants in
accordance with the ability of

the country's financial position.
However, the pgovernment
would not at present be able to
take heavy financial burden
due to the weak health of the
economy.” the Ministry of
General Administration has
stated.

Authorities had casually as-
sured that a decision on the
salary hike would be taken
"within 15 days of the promul-
gation of the Constitution.” The
promulgation was made last
November. But there ‘was no
positive sign in the direction.

The civil servants went

=

vanis to continue with the pre-
planned program until the
government takes “positive
steps.”

"This is utterly illegal,” said
chiefl secretary Lok Bahadur
Shrestha. "The issue is getting
politicised.”

Many fear Mr. Shrestha and
his like are instigating con-
spiracies to destabilise the
Bhattarat interim government
to make room for the return of
disgraced functionaries from
the previous regime.

Mr. Bhattarai has not scored
much in dealing with the
problem. Some Westcrn
diplomats are surprised that
the most powerful prime min-
ister in Nepal's history, as he
has often been described,
lacks firmness expected of
him to deal with the issues.

The current unrest amon
civil servants {s the resujt o
Mr. Bhattaral's failure to pun-
ish corrupt officials. There are
reports that instead of punish-
ing them, political parties in

slump of
months was gradual, but. he

There scems to be some

optimism tour opera

lors about the guth of con-
Mict. For representatives from
Turkey. Morocco and, 10 a

lesser extent, Tunisia, there
still is some hope left.

Salami, a press officer at
the Turkish Embassy in Lon-
don said : "If the war drags on
it will affect tourism, espe-
ctally in the south-east of the
country. But places like Istan-
bul are very far away from the
fighting.”

The British Foreign Office
has advised its citizens on hol-
iday or residing in Israel to
leave the country, while Egypt.

power are patronising them as
"dedicated and efMicient.”

"Look at what they have

done to President (Hussain
Mohammed Ershad) in
Bangladesh within a few days.
We have this new government
for a few months already.”
complains a young dissident in
the ruling Nepall Congress
party.
A 12-member Coordination
Council to look into the prob-
lem has not been of much use.
It met the NCSA but failed to
reach an agreement to end the
unrest.

"The civil servants should
be impartial, incorrupt and po-
litically neutral.” Mr. Bhattarai
said. Il bureaucracy were to
remain determined and dedi-
cated to selfless service. there
would not have been such
mismanagement and corrup-
tion as was witnessed during
30 years of the (one-party) era
when ctvil servants werr ex-
ploited politically.”

The Nepali bureaucracy was
formally shaped with the en-
actment of the Nepal Civil Scr-
vice Act of 1957, on the eve of
the first free election in the
Himalayan kingdom. There
are now 137,000 employees in
governmeni and corporation
services.

"We will explore all concil-
falory avenues before embark
ing on unpleasant and harsh
measures.” warncd Nepali Con-
gress spokesman Basu Risal
“No governmenl can excuse
the civil servants engaged in
undiscipline and undesirable
activities under the instigation

of reactionary forces.”
— DEPTHNEWS ASIA

tionally good

the downturn i been mm-
jor up till now. But losses
all nd on the war out-
come. And nobody knows how
long it will last.” -GEMINI
NEWS.

worked at the European
Commission in Brussels. He (s
currently studying for a Mas-
ters in International Journal-
ism at London's City Univer
sity.

Why Invite
Further Blows

And so the hormor has be-
gun. No one can say how the
war in the Gull will unlfold or
when it will end. It could well
trigger an unpredictable chain
ol devastating clashes that will
march across the desert and
change the course of history in
the region.

it need not have happened.
There was only a pocketful of
time between the Jan. 156
deadline and the commence-
ment of the attack but there
were still a few precious mo-
ments. Saddam Hussein should
have pulled back from the
brink. He still can pull out of
Kuwait. He should if he wants
to be a good Arab. He is not
fighting a just war around
which the Arab world can rally,
but a war that will divide the
Arab Middle East and sow new
enmitics and divisions. lle
should do that as a loyal lraqi.
and preserve with a stroke of
statesmanship what i1s left of a

situation that was so much his
to avoid.

The world has largely given
up on the man from Baghdad.
Is he still sane? Does he un-
derstand what 1s al stake? If
s0, Lhere s still time 1o stop 1t

— Los Angeles Times

Let there be no gloating or
cuphoria over carly successes;
rather. as we walch this con-
Mgt unfold. let there be a
sober assessment of the
lessons of history, and a re-
solve not to repeat the mis-
lakes that led to the war.

—~The Baltimore Evening Sun
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Letters for publication in- these columns should be|
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature-and

,addresa*l

Expectations

Sir, By and large, the
widespread agitations
across the country staged
by the opposition parties
quadrilaterally, highlighted
by the loss of lives and
properties in the uprising
and sharply reacted by the
government pleading con-
stitutional values, have fi-
nally been a successful at-
tempt "to end the auto-
cratic regime armed with
coated democracy”. Popular
mandate extraordinary has
proven one more time that
popularity ove rs arm
strength which is a corner-
stone for democracy. His-
tory of this nation recorded
mass upheavals before. At
this time new expectations

for a sound life are likely Lo
energize the people to op-
timistically look forward to,
regardless of who enters
the Powerhouse. Bul not
long past since, if new
stands root in the old is-
sues, "Old Gold" may be
something for everyday to
ponder over and so contin-
ues the "never ending
story” of Bangalee struggle
containing the right lesson
yel to be learnt.

M.Rahman, Zila School
Road, Mymensingh.

Prison reform

Sir, The recent unrest in
the prisons and the clashes
of prisoners with the
prison authorities had at-
tracted the attention of all

the people. No changes are
made in any system or or-
ganisation in our country
unless a great furore is
made about it. The condi-
tion in our prisons is re-
portedly inhuman and un-
tolerable.

The jails were built in
British time and since then

" nothing has been done to

increase the capacity of ac-
commodation though the
number of inmates kept
increasing. In fact over-
crowding a cell for thirty
people, thrice that number
of people are kepL

Due to slow processing
of cases a lot of people
wantonly suffey while they
might be acquitted finally.

The diet and medical
facilities are also not up to
standard. Imprisonment in
itsell is a great punishment
and along with other con-
ditions it doesn't have to be
so inhumane that inmates
accumulate hatred for the
society. Rather prison
should be a place where a
prisoner can be reformed
and regret his previous

sins, and can again become
a useful member of the
society. Although not all are
alike, yet | feel prison con-
ditions should be given a
thought to.

Sharmin Rahman

Dhanmondi

Dhaka

Ambulance service
needed

Sir, In Dhaka though
market-places and video-
shops have mushroomed in
recent years but essential
amenity like ambulance
service has remained prim-
itive. The Suharwardy Ch-
est and Cardiovascular Dis-
ease Hospital does have
this service and it is at the
disposal of its patients.
Another organization which
gives this service is the
Fire Brigade. The privale
clinics only cater to their
patients. So in an emer-
g:cy people have to fall

k on private or on hire
transport which may be
difficult as well as expen-
sive lo obtain al say an odd

hour like middle of Lhe
night.

I think it would be
lucrative for the
government and also a
great service Lo the general
public if government

sltarted suck a service
which will be open twenty-
four hours and which
people can use at a
reasonable price. This can
be started by a privale or-
ganization also. It will mean
earning money and also

giving people a very uselul
service.

Parveen Choudhury
Comilla.

Super-markets and
hawkers

Sir, Amongst other thi-
ngs which have chan
the facade of our capital, Is
the mushroom growth of
super-markets. It is indeed
a sign. as it solves lo-
c the many problems
facing the consumers. Il
offers a of products,
where (o choose [rom.

Dhaka localities dwellers
did not have such a wide-
range of Lhings (o select
their favourite ilems from
earlier. Besides, It also

gives the city , a more
cqlourful and decorative
!

However, one thing con-
tinues to bafMle me, and
that is the growing number
of street vendors. With the
growth \n the number of
super markets, their num-
ber has registered an influx

Is there any link !

Personally | do not have

apything against them, as
they also have Lo make a
living. And there is nothing
as difficult as that in a city
like ‘Dhaka. | must menton
one thing, they do cause
problem to the pedesiri-
ans, as they generally sit on

pavemenis, primaril
meant for people lo
on.

Naimur Rahim

Farmgale,
Dhalka .



