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NEWS BRIEFS

Iraqi missiles
* hit Israel

TEL AVIV, Jan 31: An Iragi
missilec hit Isracl Thursday
cvening, army officials said, in
the eighth attack since the out-
break of the Gullf War. There
were no immediate reports of
casualtics, reports AP.

(Genocide of

Iraqis by US
MOSCOW, Jan 31: A Sovicl
NCws r considcred o bc
controlled by conscrvative
"forees, today condemned what
it described as ‘the rcal mas-
sacre, the verilable
the lraqi pcople’ and said that
the United Slatcs was using

the war to establish a pro-
United States regime in Irag,

rcports AFP.
Palestinian leader
arrested

BEIRUT, Jan 31: Walid
led, spokesman for Pales-
‘tinlan leader Abu Nidal's
group, was arrcsicd at Beirut
ajrport for travclling on a

[orged passport, police said

Brig. Mchdi lajj Hassan,
head of airport police, said
Khaled was arrested Tuesday
evening upon his arrival from
Tunis using a Jordanian pass-
porli thal identified him as
Elias Bashar Khalil, rcports AP,

Iraq admitted
as observer
GCENEVA, Jan 31: Iraq was
among 34 counirics admilled
Thursday as observers at the
Geneva Conlerence on Disar-

mament, which iIs necgotiating
a global ban on chemical

SATKHIRA, Jan 31: Threco
Indian Tishermecn who in-
truded Bangladesh waters in
river lchamoti were arrested

Thursday by BDR, police said.

The arrested were named
Shyamapada, Shyamal and Anil
Mondol, all hail
Soladana in Bashirhat sadar
{'Jh!..? of West Bengal, reports

ol

from village

If you miss your copy of the Daily
Star today, please don't hesitate to
call the Circulation Manager imme-
diately on Tel: 246023-4 (PABX),

The Daily Star is at your service day
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inside Saudi Arabia continues

nafji recaptured

The Allies claimed
Thursday in the [irst major
ground baitle of the Gull War
aller more than a day of ficree
fighting, and they were
precparing for another Iraqi
onslaught, reports agencics.

Saudi troops backed by US
Marines on Thursday took
back the coastal fronticr town
of Khalfji, according to a
spokesman for the Joinl
Command of Arab and Muslim
members of Lthe Alllance.

Reuter reports: Allied
lorees and lraqi troops were
fighting Thursday north of
Khalfji, the coastal town 12 km
[cight miles) instde Saudi
Arabia, a US military sop-
kesman said,

Gen Pat Stevens said 160
Iraqi prisoncrs-of-war had
been scized in Khafji and con-
firmed that Saudi troops,
backed by US Marine heli-
coplers, had clecared the town
ol ¢nemy lorees.

Al' reports: The shifll to
ground fighting, which threal -
ens higher casualties, also
heightened concern in the
United States about President
George Dush's ability to main-
Lun public support for the war.

Saudi forces advanced into
central Khafji, a Saudi Gull re-
sort town just south of Iraqi-
occupied Kuwail, carly
Thursday after a night of as-
saults. The Saudis were backed
by dozens of Qatar army tanks
and armourcd vehicles and US

M:arine artillery.
Elcven US Marines
killed, bul there was no

on casualtics mm
@atari forces. The Allies
160 Iragis were laken

* 160 Iragi soldiers

e —
* US women

1t

i

oncr and there were numerousd
Iraqi casualties, bul provided
no figures.

iraq claimed Thu it
had captured a number of US
men and women soldicrs. The
US military said that one fe-
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Electoral anarchy rules |
election scenario

The clectoral alliance be-
tween Awami League (AL) and
smaller partners of the Eight-
party combine is yet to work
smootlhly. Duplication of can-
didates from the Eight-party
Alllance 'in many constituen-
cics despite AL's offer of 36
scals Lo smaller partners has
partly paralysed the clectoral
understanding.

Although AL has directed
its candidates in 36 scats lo
retire in favour of the candi-
dates of BKSAL, CPB, NAP,
Ganatantri Party and
Janatamukti Party, the candi-
dates from these parties have
not been publicly directed Lo
give up in favour of AL nomi-
nces all over the country. This

Steam power
plant will be
set up near
Barapukuria

Star Report

The Power Development
Board (PDB) has taken up
scheme 1o scl up a sicam
power plant ncar Barapukuria

coal minc in Dinajpur. But the

extraction of coal from the
minc is yet to slart and a feasi-
bility study on thc mine pro-

juel continues.

PDEB has the plan to use the
cxtracted coal of the mine (o
usc as [ucl in the proposcd
power plant for gencrating
250 megawatl clectricity.

A tcam of Japancse cxperts
is now engaged in preliminary,
study of the power plant
scheme and they have already

See Page 12 Col. 7

By Reazuddin Ahmed
has ‘happencd due to pressure
by Five-party Alliance which
formed Ganatantrik Oikya
Jote (GOJ) with breakaway fac-
tion of the Eight-party
Alliance.

Mcanwhile, BKSAL, CPI,
NAP, Ganatantri Party,
Ganaazadi League and
Janatamukti Party have not
offictally severed relations
with GOJ although Five-party
combine fafled to bring them
lo a mecting. The Five-party
combine made scveral at-
lempts to organisc a meeting of
GOJ to discuss AL's offer of 36
scals. But the beneficiarics of
AL's offer did not turn up for a
meeting jeopardising the exis-
lenee of GOJ.,

Awami League scored al
lcast onc viclory by giving up
36 scals — that is GOJ which
could be a big embarrasment
for Al during the hustings has
collapsed.

llowever, in doing so AL
invited some trouble within
the party. Party nominees in
some of thosc 36 scats chal-
lenged party's decision to give
the symbol 'boal’ Lo other par-
tics. At least onec Awami
Lecaguer Mahbubur Rahman
Bhiyan from Shibpur, dared to
challenge the party's decision
in the Supreme courl. The de-
cision s pending whether
Eleclion Commission could
give his symbol 'boat’ to NAP

See Page 12 Col. 1

Zia allowed free trade
with India, says Hasina

RAJSIHAHI, Jan 31: Awami
League chiel Sheikh 1lasina to-
day said, her parly was in
favour ol parliamen democ-
racy where the people would
hold the key lo running the
governmenl, rcports BSS.

She was addressing a serics
of clection mecting at Natore,
Mohanpur, Bagmara, Durgapur,
Puthia, Charghat, Bagha and
other places of Rajshahi dis-
lrict.

Refuying the propaganda of
the vested forees that if voted
to power Awami League would
allow India to cxploit the

country Sheikh Hasina said

although India. had lost its
18,000 troops in 1971 war of
liberation Bangabandhu forced
India to withdraw all allied
forces [rom the soil eof

Bangladesh.

She said, alter libecration,
the Indian busincss circles
wanted to make open (trade
with Bangladesh. But Bang-
bandhu did not allow it and ar-
ranged lradc officially under
STC (State Trading Corpora-
tion) of India. But it was during
the regime of Ziaur Rahman
that free trade was introduccd
with India, she alleged.

Shceikh Iasina said, during
Awami League rule 44,000
cusces of water was cnsured
for Bangladesh under Farakka
trcaty. But Ziaur Rahman
brought only 34,000 cusccs of
watcr: While Ershad could not
make any treaty whatsocver,
she added. :

Sheikh lasina said, there
was no dillerence betwecen

*Bangladesh Zindabad® and
Sec Page 12 Col. 8

Number of candidates in race

Jatiya Party, AL follow BNP

By Mostafa Kamal Majumder

Bangladcsh Nationalist Party
(BNP) has fielded the highest
number candidates (299) for
the February 27 elections. It is
followed by 270 candidates

from Jatiya Party (JI) and 263

from Awami Leaguce (AL).

Reports reaching Dhaka
Irom districts after the
withdrawal of nominations on
January 21 indicate that a total
of 2,782 candidates including
2355 [rom 69 partics and 42
independents arc now in the
fray.

Eleclion in Gaibandha - |
consltituency remains
suspended following the death
of one of the 17 candidales.

Likec BNP, AL had also
initially put up candidates in
all the 300 Jatiya Sangsad
(I"arliament) scats. Bul follow-
ing the recent dramatic oller
of 36 seats lo other compo-
nents of the Eight Party Al-
liance its number of candidates
has fallen.

Onc nomination of BNP in
Satkhira-3 constilucncy was
rcjected by the returning offi-
cer and Lthe Election Commis-
sion. Upon an appeal filed by
Lthe ecandidate, ul Halim,
the Supreme Court has asked
the Election Commission to
ircal his nomination wvalid till
the issue ol verdict.

Zaker Party appears to have
fielded the fourth highest
number of candidates (247)
followed by Jamaat-e-Islami
with 221, Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal (Rab) with 165, Bangladesh
Krishak-Sramik Awami League
(BKSAL) with 137, Muslim
League with 82 and Frecdom
Party with 64 candidates.

Out of a total of 69 parties
in the race as many as 14
partics have [ficlded one
candidate ecach while another
cight parties have ficlded two
candidalcs each.

Other partics swhich have
[iclded eandidates inelude:

See Page 12 Col. 1

Ekushey

programmes
begin today

By St.aﬂ" Ceorrespondent

Ekushey programmes to
commemorate the sacrifices of
the martyrs of the historic
Language Movement will begin
Il_n-dn_v in an atmosphere free
rom aulocracy afler a long in-
terval, i A .

With a pew hope for
democracy to be [urther
strengthened through the
February 27 eclection, the na-
tion will recall the challenge to
the Pakistani colonial rulcrs
who tried to impesc Urdu,
discarding Bengali, as the only
state language in 1952.

The nation salutes Salam,
Barkat, Rafiq and Jabbar in this
month, whose sacrifices in-
spircd the people of

See Page 12 Col. §

Seven killed in
bus accident

From Our Correspondent
MUNSHIGANJ, Jan 31: At

lcast scven people, including

tlwo girls, werc killed and 30
others injured when a minibus
(Dhaka . Ja 1584) fell into a
roadside ditch at Kanakshahr
under Lauhajang on Thursday
morning.

The deccased: Abdur Rashid
Talukder (30), Majibur Rah-
man (25), Helal Uddin (60),
Ratna (8), Abdus Salam (18),
Nur Jahan (60} and Rita
Akhtar (14).

Nine of the injured were
sent Lo Dhaka Medical College
Hospital while the rest were
admitted to the local health
complex. |

A passenger alleged that
overloading and high specd
causcd the accident. Police
scized the bus but the driver

cscaped.

Officials asked to

ensure fair polls

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed asked the
officials to ensurc strict appli-
calion of law for the purposc of
pcacefyl, free, fair and impar-
tial parliamentary polls on
February 27, reports 3SS.

Addressing the Dcpuly
Commissioners [(DC] and
Supcrintendents of Police (SP)
of the districts of Dhaka divi-
sion and those of greater
Barisal at the International
Conference Centre in Dhaka.
lie reiterated his government's
firm determination to [ulfil its
mandate by holding free and
fair clections,

"We are committed on only
to oursclves but also the oul-
side world that this time the
clections will be [ree and fair,”

he said. “If we fail to give full
protcction to all political par-
tics and candidates the coming
clection will also be regarded
by the wholc world as another
[arce like thosc of the last scv-
cral years,” added Justice
Shahabuddin.

Cabinel Sccretary Siddiqur
Rahman, Principal Secretary to
the President Khorshed Alam,
Scerctaries of diffcrent
Ministries, Inspector-Genceral
ol Police and olher senior gov-
ernmenl oflicials were pre-
sent.

The Acting President urged
the officers o be absolulcly
ncutral while discharging their
dutlics agd said thcy must act
in accordanec with law.

See Page 12 Col. 6

Rakkhi Bahini acts yet
to be forgotten : Khaleda

From Our Correspondent

KIIULNA, Jan 31 : BNP

chicl Begum Khaleda Zia said
hcre today thal the party
which gave Icgitimacy to the
autocratic Ershad Government
is now talking tall aboul
democracy.
' She was addressing a huge
public meeling at Khulna Cir-
cuit Housc Maidan. The mect-
ing was presided over by BNP's
International Affairs Sccretary
Advocate Sheikh Toyebur
Rahman.

Begum Zia said that her
party did not participate in any
clection for the last nine ycars.
But a certain parly had joined
hands with autocratic rulers in
1986 to root out BNP [rom the
country, |

She said that BNP remained

wilh the pcople and their sup-

port for the party was increas-
ing in cvery day.

She also said that 1972-786
period was a “"goldcen cra” for
the rulers, not for the ;
The rulers of that time plun-
decred national wealth causing,
[amine in the eountry.

The rulers ol that pcriod
forgot the necessity of Lhe
armcd forecs and formed a
private force called Rakkhi
Bahini, she said.

‘The people did nol forget
the oppression of Rakkhi
Bahini' she said adding that if
voted to power her part
would strengthen the a
forces.

The BNP chicf said that
See Page 12 Col. 3

S5-party Alliance pledges
exploitation-free society

Five-Party Alliance o1

-Thursday announced its clcc-

tion manifesto with a pledge 1o
establish an exploitation-free
society in conlormity with
the spirit of the Liberation
War. ;‘he manifesto also re-
solved Lo eontinue wunited
movement in and oultside par-
llament for upheolding public
cause.

Convener of the alliancec and
president of Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal (BSD) Khale-
quzzaman Dhuilyan released the
manifesto at the conler-
ence al the Taher auditorium

- By Staff Correspondent

of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (lnu)
office.

Khalequzzaman saild his al-
liance was participating in the
Fcbruary 27 polls wilh com-
mitments o give democracy
an inslitutional shape, protect
[lundamental rights of people.
ensure [reedom of judiciary,
establish rule of law and repeal
all black laws including the
Special Powers Act of 1974.

He said his alliance consid-
ers its participation in the
polls as a part of the move-
ment agreed upon by the three
mainstream alliances, which

loppled the autocratic gov-
emment of Ershad.

*Although the aulecralic
regime ol Ershad has [allcn we
are yet lo malcrialise Lthe ob-
jeclives of ithe movement,” the
allance lcader said adding that
it could be done only through
united participation in Lhe
clections and lorming govern-
ment on the basis of a national
concensus. Dul, he regretied,

the two major political parties

were nol ng head to the
hﬂpt; aspirations of the
o See Page 12 Col. 2

Let us devote our efforts to
| ensure free and fair polls on

IAP'SU) and

- pe
spcculated that a
in the Dhaka
being readied 1o accommodale

W‘l purporied kticr w0

. 1 apprchend atiempt on
my lifc il | am shified to juil”

that a vested o
kill him [afling to defeat him
politically.

I came to know that the
killer group plotied alresh to

See Page 12 Col. 6

Deadline

over
By Staff Correspondent

- The, deadline for surrendeor
the ! ~of -
ousted president Ershad's
government was over
midnight. So far , four of the
11 former miniSters, who were
wanted by the administration,
could be detained.

Ruhul Amin Howlader and
Kazi Feroz Rashid were ar-
resicd on January 26 while
Sheikh Shahidul Islam was
arrcsied in January 28

| Another former minieter Lt

Col (Rid) Zafar Imam surren-
dered o the Dhaka Central
Jafl authoritics on January 29.
Former prime minister Kaxi
Zafar Ahmed and other former
minister- Naziur Rahman,
Anisul Islam Mahmud, Ziau-
ddin Ahmed DBablu, Abul
Hasnat, Anwar llussain Manju
and Sardar Amjad Hussain-
did not surrender (ll writing
this rcport laic last night.
According 0 a Press Note
issued on January 24, the ab-
sconding former ministers, on
whom declention orders for 120

Act were served, were asked
rcporl o authorities of Dhaka
Central Jail within seven days.
It was menlioned in the Press
Noic that these persons would
be sentenced to suffer one year

rigorous im L or
finc or both If they il w re-
port within the

Mcanwhile, former vice-
president Maudud Ahmed and
former home minister
Mahmudul llasan have been
transferred (0 Dhaka Central
Jail. Former depu prime
minister Shah uazzam
Hussain was also sent 0 the
Ceniral Jail earlier,

Ousiled President Ershad
and Begum Raushan Ershad,
who are now delained imv a
Gulshan villa are likely o be
transferred 0 Dhaka Central
Jail. Acceording 0 a govern-
ment source, preparalions
have been Laken W accommo-
date the former president and
his wife in the jall. A room of
the old buifiding of the jail has
been renovaled for Ershad
while anather room close 10
the female ward is ready for
Begum Ershad.

CEC firm to
hold free,
fair polls

Justice Mohammad Abdur
[oul, Chief Election Commis-
sioncr on Thursday cxpressed
the irm determination of the
Commission 0 malerialise Lhe
lo cheris
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