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race, founded a chair
- states around 3.500
B.C. in what is now southern
iraq and united about 1,000
years later to become the first
SUperpoweT.

They introduced bronze
and were using chari-

long before the Egyptians
perfected them as the fast-
moving ancient equivalent of
modern armor. -

Sumerian chariots wcre
cumbersome, four- wheeled
vehicles drawn by four asscs .
Their top speed probably was
about 15 miles (24 kilometers)
an hour and, since no onc had
invented a swiveling front axle.
they could turm only in very
wide arcs.

Chariorts were used
primarily to cruneh through
columns of infantry, carrying
spcarmen who stabbed holes
in cnemy ranks.

The Sumerians pionecred
the phalanx. a tight column of
infantrymen in goat-hair kilts
who advanced., according to
ancient carvings.in six files of
11 men each.

¢

In about 2.350B.C. lhcl

Sumerians mel their match in
an enemy that had developed a
new long-range weapon --the
bow and arrow, the equivalent
in its day of " stand -ofl" mis-

silis that warplancs Lmneh

1.000 Royal .

His army had cavalry. chari-
ots and infantary . The caval-
rymen. renowned as mounted

FIASHBACK

archers, were the most cflec-
Uve,
For much of their ascen-
dancy . the Babylonians were
threatened by the Assyrians
from the north , whose sol-
diers wore Aarmour.

In 818 B.C.. the Assyrians
triumphed at Dur-Papsukal.

Elamites lost 13.000 killed
and 3.000 captured.
The Assyrians introduced
iron s and heavy iron
armour { was far more ef-
fective than the hides
mosi soldiers used for proiec-
tion. The empire was extended
to the Mediterrancan .
Shalmaneser |ll. with
120.000 men. defcated the
Hittites in the battle of Qargar
in 883 . The Assyrians fhelded
1,100 chariots’ and 11. 000

n against the Hittites
700 is and 700 cavalry

in a fast-moving forerunner ol
today's tank battles.

Not until the Battie of
Khalule in 690 B. C.did the
Assyrians [inally crush the
Babylonians. The victors
claimed their enemies lost
150,000 killed.

Assyrian power

Assyrian power, centered
on Nineveh in what s now
northern Iraq, ruled supreme
until the resurgent Babylonians
and their allies. the Medes of
what is now Iran, sacked Nin-
evechin612 B. C.

Babylon flourished again
under king Nebuchadnezzar
and his armies destroyed
Jerusalem. That empire lasted
until the Persian sacked Baby-
lon in the next century .

Eventually, the Assyrians
were virtually wiped out. So

We don't seek
destruction
of Iraq : Bush

WASHINGTON, Jan 20

President George Bush Monday |

States does
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Masks and masks everywhere in the Gulf region — a

cartoon in the Saudi Gazette.

US military planes allowed

to refuel in India

NEW DELHI. Jan 29: New
Delhi 1s allowing US military
cargo plancs 1o refuel in India
in a move which Indian offi-
clals salid Monday could be
secn as a tilt against Iraq, re-
ports Reuter

In Indian Foreign Minister
spokesman told reporters that
US transport planes had al-
lowed to refuel in Bombay on
their way to and from the Gull.

These facilities were
granted for the purpose of
conveying non-lethal supplies
and for evacuation ol personnel
on medical, humanitarian and
emergency grounds., the

. spokesman said.

Asked if Indian oflicials had

inspected any cargo the plancs
were carrying, be said; "It is
nol in my position to com-
ment.”

Revealing the arrangement,
the Times of India newspaper
said Monday that 38 transport
planes shuttling between the
Gulf and Philippines had refu-
elled at Bombay since January
9.

The spokesman said he did
not know how long the refu-
elling arrnnf:mcpl would last.
He said he did not know why it
had not be made public before
the Times report.

The spokesman insisted ‘the
arrangement was nol a sign
Indian was moving closer 1o the

US-led coalition against Iraq.

Senior Indian eofficials,
however, said it be seen as
a Uit against Iraq India is

trying to play a role in a Nen-
aligned movement (NAM) ini-
tiative to bring about a cease-
fire in the Gull war.

Peace formula

Foreign Minister Viadya
Charan Shukla returned to In-
dia on Sunday from Tehran
saying ministers from [ive
NAM nations would meet in
Belgrade next month to work
out a peace formula.

* One official said he feared
the refuelling deeiston counld

mleature

ANY m
M decisions of

have been falteringly
implemented largely due to
corruptions including favou-
ritism over the last nine years.
Labour unrest, irresponsible
patronage and prolonged civil
unrest caused by the oppo-
sition’s struggle for
were also responsible for the
current state of economic
disorder.

According to a financial ex-
perts, the t shouid
take far-reaching austerity
measures with regard lo gov-
ernmeny. expenditure, in the
interest of penury alleviation
and national development.
Huge unproductive expendi-
tures in the private sector
were destroying the atmo-
sphere of savings, he pointed
out.

The Gulf crisis had the first
depressive effect on the
Bangladesh foreign exchange
reserve position when the
Bangladeshis employed in
Kuwait and Iraq started com-
ing back home jobless and
empty-handed in August,
1990.
‘ In 1977-78, the foreign cx-
change reserve stood at US$

Investment Cowers as
FE Reserve Falls

by Reza Jewel

269 million But in 1989-90
the reserve rose to an esti-
mated US$ 720 million. Unfor-
tunately, about 20 t of
more than 5.00.000
Bangladeshis working abroad,
lived in Kuwait and Iraq con-
tributing more than US$ 800
million a year of remitiances
have returned home. As a re-
sult, the country will suffer a
loss of estimated US$ 500 mil-
Hon annually for the Gulf crisis,
taking into account the loss in
remittances and the increased
fuel import bill. In the fiscal
year 1989-90, imported over 2
million  tones of crude oil and
leum products. But the
fell from 20 per cent to B
per cent lately.

Another factor that has con-
tributed to decline in foreign
exc reserve is the impo-
sition of restrictions on im-
ports during 1987-90. The
imposed trade policy has
widened the trade gap during
fiscal year 1989-90 wherein
exports were at US$1.3 billion
and imports US& 3.4 billion
which had been covered by
remittances and foreign assis-
tance. Lately, however, many of
the restrictions on imporis
have been relaxed by the Care-

taker Government. The coun-
try also faced shortage of for-
eign exchange due to payment
of interest of about US$ 19.6
billlon on foreign loans.

The US$ 175 million of the
first instalment of the energy
sector credit raised the for-
eign exchange reserve of
Bangladesh to 550 million US
dollars by September 1990,
but drawing down the fund in
November 1990 has brought
the reserve to 500 million US
dollars.

The World Bank is yet to
rclease the second instalment
of the credit, but negotiations
are going on between the
government and the Bank.
Official sources said decision
on the fund release will be
finalised shortly.

The past government took a
number ol measures to get the
energy section credit in fulfil-
ment of the conditionalities of
the World Bank. As a step, cur-
rency has been devalued by 10
per cent recently.

About US$ 34.1 million
from the commercial banks
was borrowed by the Govern-
ment to meet the budget
deficit for 1990-91. The Na-
tionalised Commercial Banks

(NCB) find it difficult to con-
tinue lending money to the
Government for the banks’
liquidity crisis.

In recent years. the invest-
ment climate is dl:'lﬂﬂﬂrll:ll:j
rapidly owing to shortage
foreign exchange. In the pro-
motion of modernization pro-
cess, foreign direct investment
{FDI) can play a very useful role
in our country. The Govern-
ment has now geared up rev-
enue collection to avoid bor-
rowing from the nationalised
banks.

Our fiscal policy makers
must take necessary steps to
solve the decline in remit-
tances from abroad without de-
lay. The Secondary Exchange

Ratc market has shown a
downward trend in keeping

with realistic rate of exchange
over the years since its incep-
tion. Considering the present
level of foreign exchange re-
serve, it may be necessary to
re-examine our fiscal policics
to be absolutely certain that we
are following the correct path.
The excess gold which is
hoardéd by the rich may be
permitted to be used for the
investment programme of our
country.

BUSH TREADS A TRICKY PATH TO MEXICO

rec tradec talks between
the US and Mexico are a
top item on the US Ncw
Year political agenda - so
important, in fact, that
President George Bush took
time out from Persian Gulf
pressures in late 1990 to focus
atientions on his closest

neighbour to the south.

' The ap nt objective of
Bush's 27-hour foray inlo
northern Mexico was to pump
up support for a free trade
agreement between the two
nations and pave the way for
his "Initiative for the Ameri-
cas.” In Bush's own words,
Mexico is "a bridge to all of
“  Ncgotiations on a bilateral
free trade deal between the
two countries arc expecled to
‘open in the first threc
months of 1981 and should
{ake less than iwo years o
complete if US congressional
does not knock them off

The US may be looking to a free trade
agreement with Mexico as a gateway. to estab-

lishi
ulmu’g
Ca g

a trading bloc of the Americas, but
a number of obstacles have arisen.
which thought it had secured special

access to the US market through its own free
trade deal with Washington in 1988, has

expressed reservations about having a similar

deal extended to Mexico. ind many Mexicans
are unwilli% to see oil needed at home go

north to the

By JOHN ROSS

the fast track.” *
When - and il - a [ree Lradc
nt is concluded, it will
create a US-dominated North
American market stretching
from the Yukon to Yucatan
with access Lo 362 million
consumers and a trading bloe
doing $225 billion a year in
busingss. It will be an inle-
graled economy to rival the

Eu Economic Commu-
nity and the Pacific Basin nu-
cleus clustered around Japan.

In the vision of the Bush
adminstration, economic inte-
gration of all Latin America
into one [rec trade bloc will
follow therealier.

But there are a number of
thorny tssues in the way of ne-

gotiations.

One is the inclusion of
Canada in any future deal since

Canada inked a free
trade has lhutm?hr:::lruh

of businesses therc, costing
some 200,000 jobs and nudg-

an uninterrupted
and natural gas the
north, even if Canada was faced
with shortages.

Some Canadians arc angry
that after making concessions
to the US in exchange for
guaranteed special access to
Americans arc now offering

the same package to the Mexi-
cans.

Observers of the Canada-US
negolations now cxpecl Lhe
Americans Yo seck out special
access to the Mexico's energy
resources.

indeed, the inclusion of

abad town near Delhi on Set-
urday.

Several political par-
ties criti the refuelling
decision.

t of India,

mlml is collaborating with

Us i the four main
lefiist parties said In a john!
sintement.

Mexican oil resources in frec
tradc talks looms as another
potentigl hurdle for necgotia-
lors."Mexiean oil is vital for the
US supply.” Bush himaecll told
the Mexican ncws No-
timex on the cve ol his visit
He said he envisions “sharcd
encrgetics explorations.” The
US currently uses 17 million
barrels of ofl a day, a third of
worid's dally petroleum con-
sumplion.

Such penctration of Mex-
ico’s nationalised petrolcum
industry would require altering
the already much-amended
1917 Mexican constitution. Ofl
is also a political hol potato
hcre, particularly in light of
the growing stature of
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, the son
of the man who was president
when Mexico's oil industry was
nationalised 52 years ago.
Cardcnas is the s t rival
of President Carlos :

The US interest in in-
crcased access to Mcexico's ofl
has stirred up opposition
south of the . Cardenas
urges : "We must usc our oil Lo
promote our own domestic
growth.” The one-time presi-
den candidate repeatedly
debunks government claims of
67 billion barrels in proven re-
scrves, calculating that at lcast
hall that amounl is cconomi-
cally "ungetiable.”

Indecd, the crunch may be
so immincnt that PEMEX, the

national pctmlguﬂm?ﬂum
formed by Cardenas's Iather,
conceded - via linked internal
documents reeently published
in the Wall Strect Jouranal -
that Mexico could become a

nel oil importer as carly
1997.

to tan the proceedings, in-
Ildl:rl#l:llnh it is a good bet
that US acccss lo the oilficlds
will be hammered out in scpa-
rate agreements.
Another thorn in the side ol
free trade talks is the move-
ment of Mcxican labour across
the US border, an flem bound
to politically troublcsome for
Bush. '

Although President Salinas
has not yet included Mexican
workers and their services as a
bargaining chip, he recently
told. The Los Angclcs Time
that "soconer or later the issuc
must be discusscd- | am in
favour of the free movement of

labour.”

Salinas reasons that an
agreement would bring indus-
try to Mexico and diminish the

Now of ecomomic refu in
the US, a flow which, four

years of deeline, is again in-
creasing.

as
Because the inclusion of ofl
in the frec trade talks is bound

Terrorist attacks feared
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protect themselves and
recognize letler bombs.

advice on recognizing
individuals and

For the speech, scheduled at
0200 GMT Wednesday. the
Capitol Police will close all
streets within a four-block
radius of the butiding from
midnight GMT until Bush
leaves.

Technicians installed addi-
tional devices that detect
explosive materials by ~
sniffing * enzymes in the
afr.

As in previous
building

years,
will be closed 10

speech

employees. The tickelt |
hlJerl will go through

metal detectors (wice, once

when the butlding
;I': going into

key
in ng the State Depart-
ment and Defense Depart-

ment.
House Scrgeant Al Arms Jack

the |

been allowed 10 use
sicps for demonstrations.

Political demonstrations will
now be confined o 1he

grussy arcas on cither side

NICOSIA. Jan 29 : Allied
warplanes have carried oul
118 sorties Iraq since

. while 50 lsracli planes
left for Saudi Arabla to join the
raids, according to official
iragi radio. reports AFP.

“The Al-Sauds (Ryadh's
an unprecedented crime by
placing their airports ai the
disposal of the Zionist (lsrael)
entity to allow it lo allack the
iraqi ple,” said Iraq's
nl:nur ol battles radio.

The rmadio. citing Irag's
27th military communique
since the Gull war erupted on
January 17, said "50 Zionist
planes left the ai of oc-
cupled Palestine at dawn Mon-
day and headed for Saudi Ara-
bia to join the armics of ag-
gresstons.”

50 Israeli
join Allied raids?

i)lailes_

NDaghdad recently charged
that A4 Isracli warplancs were
in Sauvdi Armbia and thal some
of them had joined In air at-
tacks against Iragl target

Israel and the U.S-led
coaltion dented the charges.

The communiqg-
ue. monitored in Nicosta, also
reported 118 Allled sorties
against iraqi residential and
military zones since Saturday.

Iraq's anti-aircraft delense
shot down three additional air
targets during that perfod, the
stalement sakd. It gave no fur-
ther details nor did it report
any lragl casualtics.

Irmq has said it has de-
stroyed 272 Allled warplanes
or missiles since the Gull war
started, while the U.S-led
coalition has acknowledged
the loss of 23 aircrafts.

Banking and Finance m—m——————————————

' The South Finds New

-:""l..._

_—

T might be thought strange
for a tiny African country
o try to scll canned asp-

aragus to countries 5,000

miles way in Europe that are

|

expert in vegetable *

Yet that is what Le-
sotho in southern is do-
ing with i success. It

substitute for being ablc to
takc some samples and place
them in the hands of buyers
for them to say "Yes, that's a

good product, but you necd lo
improve it in such an such

way, and this is the price al
which we would like to buy it.”

Dixies believes his Lesotho
project would not have suc-
ceeded without showing the
buyers the of produce that
could be ach . Some 1,200
farmers in' Lesotho are now

| is about BOO tons and increas-

ing. They produce white as-

paragus which s led,
lrlmr:‘md and canned mllr.
by thc Lesotho National Devel-
opment Corporalion.

Waste products from horti-
culture in the developing
world can often be resold
commercially to Weslern
countrics al comparatively
h profits though o ni-
I.Elf! often missed Er lack
ol information.

A pilot spin-ofl [rom the as-
paragus project is close o
cstablishing

for powder recycled from the
45 per cent of the crop thal is

wasled. This can be dried, pul-
verised and sold at 86,000 a
ton

Sampics were sent o spe
cially chosen polcntial cus

Markets in the

tomers. The Eu
demands high biological stan-
dards - initially, more [inely
milled, whiter and dricr pow-
der was requesied, but the ba-
sic t was accepted.
European markct for

white asparagus powdcr is
mainly British. The rest of Eu-
rope is more accustomecd lo
green asparagus. Yet, Europe
may soon tumn to the white va-
ricty now that it is becoming
available.

Another examplie of the use
would otherwise be

(FAO) has just published a book

entitled Horticultural Markct-
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financial rcturns by about ten
times compared to
wheat, according o Dixie.

in this case the local mar-
ket was big enough lo abserb
all the farmcrs’' produce. At
last count, there were between

BOO and 1,200 hectares of
mint crops. The crop iIs eul
four times a year. Small local

businesses run the ofl produc-
tion process.

Once the product t:m
attractive o buyers, whether
in the domestic or the loreign
markct. the next step is to
eslablish a businesses link.
When the links are cstab-

For cxample,
Swaziland planted tomatoes in

#

hope that a si buyer
from Durban, Seuth Afriea,
would purchasc the whole
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