Gulf crisis

China, North America to be affected by fallout

SYDNEY, January 27: -Soot
from burning Kuwaiti oflficids,
some of which were set ablaze
this week Iraqi troo ‘
would as far as C
and North America within two
wueeks . Australian scientists
predicted on Thursday, re-
ports Reuter.

Climatologists at the Com-
monwealth Scicntific and In-
dustrial Research Organisation
{CSIRO) in Melbourne said

a super-
iy Swesast Wat Son
from the fires would spread
through most of the northern

within 14 days.

If soot [rom the fires
reached the s here, the
highest layer of t atmo-
sphere, it could causc some

of the sky in regions
downwind of the fires.

But Dr Willem Bouma ol the
CSIRO's Atmospheric Rescarch
Division said the soot was un-
likely to be pushed high
cnough to change the climate.

The true climatic effects
arc far too uncertain™ he said.

We know the atmosphcre
would carry the sool [ar and
wide and it over a
area, but talks about darkening
skies or ' nuclear winter is
spcculation.”

The nuclear winter theory
predicts that alter nucicar

— e ——

amounts of
soot from Ffires would be
thrown into the air, d-rh:::ﬁ
the sky and plunging the ¢
into an unnatural wintcr.

Richard Turce of the Uni-
versity of California, regarded
as a ploneer of theorctical
computer models, told the ~
New scientist” nc last
week that oil fircs burning for
a month could rcicase three
«fllion tonnes of black smoke
into the upper a atmosphere
and obscure up to a fiith of the
world s skies.

CSIRO Atmosphcre Rc-
scarch chiel Dr Brian Tucker
said his group's global climate
prediction did not take ac-
count of rainfall , common in
Alrica and other arcas in Jan-
uary . nor of smoke disper-
sal.Rainfall would wash the
sool [rom the air, and winds
would likely disperse smoke
from the fires before they
caused major climatic prob-
lems.

Some atmospheric scicn-
tists have sald a huge conlla-
gration, igniting major oilficlds
in Kuwail and Iraq, could give
risc to conditions approaching
those created by the wvolcanie
explosion of Krakaloa in 1883 ,
which darkened the skics of
Furope for months.

But Tucker disagrees: “In

my opinion is quite a different  there could be some loctalised, PCN."

problem. Il the soot docs get

up (injo the stratesphere)

short-term climatic effects.
But | don't think that will hap-

WASIIINGTON, Jan 27: Now
that the war for the libcration
of Kuwait has begun, the
prospect of returning to their
homcland is coming alive for
the thousands ol Kuwailis in
exile since August 2. This is
especially truc for a group ol
Kuwaitis in Washington who
arc planning for the rcbuilding
of a frce Kuwail, reports USIS.

The Rebuilding Kuwait Task
Force was formed in Octobcr,
1990 to organizc the replace-
ment of what the Iragis have
stolen, damaged or destroyed
in the six months they have
occupicd kuwail. The lask
foree §s plaming for the
construction ol cverylhing in

aa Feature

ORE children will be

bormn during the Nin-

ctics than in any other
decade in history. The kind of
lifc those children will lead - il
they live to lcad one at all -
depends on the determination
of the world's leaders Lo carry
through a _swecping serics ol
promiscs to improve the
wellare of this planet's next
gencration.

The United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund (UNICEF) has set
a goal: 1o end mass child
deaths and child malnutrition
by the year 2000. Some
250,000 children in develop-
ing countrics dic cvery week
from common illncsses and
onc child in three is stunted
by malnutrition.

Al an unprecedented gath-
cring of world lcadcers last
Scptember in Ncw York, 71
presidents and prime minis-
ters pul their signaturcs to a
documenl agrecing to carry
out UNICEF's goals - and more.

The result of the summit
was a checklist of challenges
for the dccade Ahcad, high-
lighted by six basic goals: cul
deaths among children under
five by one-third, halve mater-
nal mortality, halve malnutri-
tion among the world's under-
fives, provide sale watcr and
sanitation for all familics, pro-
vide basic education and sce lo
the protection of children with
the implementation of the UN
Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

Cynics saw the promiscs as
so much hot air. Even UNICEF
execulive dircctor James
Grant warned: “A greatl
promisc has been made to the
children of the 19090s.
Whether the promise will be
kept Is a qucstion which will
be answered not by the decla-
ralions of a day but by the
deeds of a decade.”

But the latest UNICEF rc-
_port on the state of the world's
children heralds the success of
a goal of similar scope set in
1980 - to immunise 80 per
cent of the developing world's
children by the end of 1990.
That success has given new
credence to Lhe idea that the
world can scl goals and meet
them.

When in 1980 the World
Health Organisation (WHO)
made the 80 per cent immuni-
sation challenge, only 15-20

cent of such children were
::nl immunised. Because of
that, five million were dy;ng
from common dis-

ﬂﬂ ke measies, tetanus and
whooping cough and hall a
million were being crippled

" Final data svallable n carly

1991 is ¢ led to confirm
that the 80 per cent immuni-

Kuwail, from scwers to airport
communications systcm.

The task force is stafled
with about 50 Kuwailis, who
rcpresent a wide range of scc-
tors --communications, oil,
clectricity, walcr, transporta-
tion, cducation, hcalth and
food, airports and ports, public
works, information and lcgal
and judicial scclors. The task
force s also drawing on assis-
tance from the Unfled Stales
Ay orpes of Eogimeers e
Civil Alliars Corps,” the Com-

mcree and State Departments,
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and mcembers
of the Amecrican business
community.

The Kuwailis are working
on a shortl-term emecrgency
plan and a long-term recovery
plan. The emcrgency plan cov-
crs the first 90 days [rom the
day the Kuwalilis arc able to
reenter Kuwait. The long-term
rceovery period is expected to
last twe 1o five vears. depend-
g on the sceventy ol damage

A US milta
spokesman on Tuesday s

, &risl photographs showcd
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Force planning

to the country., according to
Ibrahim Al-Shaheen, director
of the task forec and former
dircetor of Kuwait's llousing
Authority.

The emergency plan fo-
cuscs on mecling the mini-
mum level of services required

3 the Huwnlu_rnopuhlhn. Al-
said. This will include

providing boltled water, clec-
tricity, food, medical treat-
ment, communications

linkups., transportation and
SCWAC,

In 1980 the World Health Organisation set a target for 1990: the immunisation of 80

r cent of the children in developing couniries. Figures
52 - target was achieved and as a result 12 million young lives

to show that the

to be released soon are

were saved. Now UNICEF has set an equally ambitious target for the year 2000 : to

end mass child deaths and child malnutrition. What happened

in the Eighties,

reports Gemini News Service, provides every reason to hope that the new target,
too, will be achieved. hy Alian Thompson

sation goal sct in 1980 will
have been reached.

Says UNICEF: "That ecx-
traordinary achicvement has
not only saved 12 million
young lives, it has also given
the world new hope by show-
ing what can be achicved when
the international community
commits itscif to a great en-
deavour.”

The State of the World's
Children report also docu-
ments the tentative success of

othcr cfforts o promotc the
wclfare of children, such as
the concept of providing cor-
ridors of salcty to proteet chil-
dren caught up in warfare,
Since 1985, fighting in the
El Salvador civil war has
stopped for three days cvery
year to allow all children to be
immuniscd. Corridors of
have been established in Sudan
so esscntial supplics can rcach
civilians and children. The
policy has been recommended
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[ THE crILDREN OF THE 19908

142m children were bomn in 1990. |~
Out of every 100, this is what

: will happen to them I

to all members of the Organi-
sation of African Unity and may
be applied in Angola and
Ethiopia.

But dcspitc those suc-
cesses, the UNICEF rcport
outlines in detail the huge lask
ahcad. And it condemns the
irony that simple solutions al-
rcntry exist to most of the
problems targetied.

“The tion at the centre
of the World Summit was
therefore whether morality
would kecp stcp with capacity,
whether what could not be
done would now bc done,” the
report says.

The $20 billion thal would
be required cach year to bring
about all the proposcd changes
is about onc-cighth of onc per
cent of the world's annual in-
come, hall as much as Ger-
many will spend in 1991 on
unification and as much as Lhe
world spends each 10 days on
the military.

" The task is to make today's
low-cost technologics - vac-
cines, oral rehydration salts,
antibiotics, growth charts, iron
tablcts, family planning and
blindness-preventing vitamin A
tablets - available to all.

Today only about three per
cent of the industrialised
world’'s aid is devoled to such
basics as rural watcr supply,
primary education and hcalth
carc.

The report says the current
spending priorities simply do
nol make scnse,

Point by point, the report
describes what would have to
be done to fulfill the World
Summil's six basic goals.

1 - Cul by one-third death
rates among children under
five.

Right now 14 million chil-
dren under five dic cach ycar
in the developing world; the

main causecs: diarrhoea,
measles, tetanus, whooping
cough and

which can now be treated at
very low cost

Health
Six Targets for 2000
to Save the Children

— ——g—

Oil fires to plunge earth
into unnatural winte

Bushchr Province,
(160 miles ) cast
Kuwmait.

$ 13.5b more
Saudi aid to
meet US

WASHINGTON, Jan 27:-
Saudi Arabia is to contribute
13.5 billion dollars to the
United States defray tary
costs in the Gull war Secrctary
of Stale James Baker an-
nounced last night, report
Xinhua.

Baker announced the con-

tibution undcrscored the
strength and detcrmination of
the U.S led multinational
forces.
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ians incvitably suller =
such widcspread bombing
R
what when her
hoase was ML "1 wem
cramy”, the CP quotcd
her a8 saying know
where 0 go. where 10 look for
may daughters. my sons. |
couldn'| sce the gt
She said she s worrkd now
that her soldier son may hear
of the atiack and o retum
*ﬂlhhﬂ,.'ﬂn hawve o
si.y e 24 hours a day”™ wait -
ing lor Mm, she was guoted as
rointing to the pile of
irnejl officials sadd two other
houscs went  destreyed in Lhe
same raid.
Other buildings on the gov
damage reported.
Some rooms of Khatoun
Mosque mhmnln
chinic near Lhe al- tar re
habilitation and psychiatric
hospital, the CP report said.
No one was reporied hurt
there, it said, but autheritics
that two civil defonse

rs were killed at the

rebuilding of Kuwait

Some of the equipment
necded during the emergency
stage has been shipped to ar-
cas in castern Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain and clsewhere, o be
avaflable as soon as the mulu-
national forces frec Kuwait, Al-
Shahcen said.

the immediatce
esscntials, thc list of what
must be replaced or fixed in
Kuwail is a long onc. Eycwit-
ness accounts of the damage
and looting donc by the Iragl
occupying lorces miake it clear

2 - Cul by hall maicrnal
morialily ratcs.

Right now, some 500,000
women die in pregnancy or
childbirth. llall the deaths
could be prevented with low-
cost help.

3 - Cutl by haifl scvere and
moderate malnutrition among
children under five.

Al prescent, one child in
three is stunied by malnutri-
tion; the most frequent causc
being lack of knowledge of the
spccial feeding nceds of a
young child.

4 - Provide safc water and
sanitation for all familics.

One-third of familics in ru-
ral arcas of Lhe dcvcloping
world do not have access (o
clcan waler and hall do not
have safc sanitalion. The aver-
agc inftial investment needed
to provide both is less than
$30 per person. The system
could be kept up for about $2

pCT pcrson, per year.

5 - Provide basic education
for all children and complction
of primary education by 80 per
cent.

Right now only 556 per cent
of children in the developin
world complete four years o
primary cducation and boys
fare twice as well as girls. Low-
cosl remedies exist.

6 - Ensurc obscrvance of
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, particu-
larly regarding protcction of
children in situations of armed
conllict.

Some 80 million children
arc exploited in the workplace
and 30 million live on the
sircets.

Implementing the Chil-
dren's Summ::tr goals will cost
moncy. UNICEF suggcsis sev-
eral straightforward methods
of covering some of the cost.

pneumonia - all of programmes.

that everything from school
desks and blackboards, hospi-
tal supplics, office files and
furniture, strect lamp posts,
park benches, sewer pipes,
telephone lines, office com-
puters, public buscs and police
cars, to ofl refinery equipment
and tankers will have to be
replaced or fixed .

Taking Saddam [lusscin's
rcpeated threats to desitroy
Kuwaiti ofl factlitics scriously.
Lhe (ask forre s nuwle prepa
rations to rcbuild Kuwall s ol

ﬁl?zlllllqy'

nt, Abdul
Rabah, said his first goal s to
W‘Fuﬂl'l ly Lo
export meel coun-
try's internal demands for
electiricity and watcr desalin-
zation. Production facilitics for
both scctors run on ofl.

Al present. the nners
can only guess al when they
will Leee cabsles tey retiinn 1o Wpwaft
amnd what they may be leing

"We are planning [rom
scralch. We do not know when
we are going (back] in, and do
not know what we will find.
Al-Shahecen stressced.

Fxilcs were able 1o smuggle
oul finger print recerds and
inflormation on computcr disks
from Kuwait. Mosl properiy
and banking rccords and cen-
sus data were contained on
these compulter disks. Finger-
prini records will be u.urln
refssne  individuyal sdentifica -

eoatifise a1 el hw Irﬂqi
||'1H'II‘.I"

tein holds clue

to Alzheimer's disease

COMMON protein in the
blood may h-clp i ex-
plain why somc pcople

develop Alzheimer's discasc.
a fatal form ol dementia. In
particular, the protein may
explain why people suflfering
from this disease have
abnornmally high levels of
alunintum in their brains.

Researchers have found
that pcople with Alzheimer's
have a delective form of the
proten, which is normally re-
sponsible for binding alu
minium and removing it fromn
the bloodstream. Becausc of
this defect. the resecarchers
bhelieve, increased amounts of
the metal arc free to circulate
in a form that can enter the
brain.

The discovery, announced
by a British team, has two im-
portant implications: first, it
opens up the possibilities in
future for a simple blood test,
and even a treatment.for peo-
ple with the defective protein.
who may be susceptible (o
Alzheimer's discase. Secondly.
it offers the first explanation of
why some
much more vu o alu-
minium poisoning that others.

Paul Altmann at The Lonson
Hospital, Gillian Farrar and

le scem o be

Phyllida Brown

John Blair at the University of
Aston in Birmingham. and
their collcagucs. say there is a
lot more research to be donce.
"Noew we may be able 1o open
an important door into -the
study of Alzheimer's,” says
Altmann.

Scientists have been ham-
pered by thetr lack of knowl
cedge aboutl the eauscs of
Alzheimer's discase. for which
there is currently no cure. The
discase is also difficult 1o diag-
nosc. Certainly. aluminium is
involed: but the Hnk between
the metal and the discase has
remained unclear.

The incidencc of
Alzhcimer's discasc appears o
be higheer in areas where the
concentration of aluntnfum in

drinking water is high. In ad-

dition. scveral studies have
shown that the brains of peo-
Er with Alzhetmers contain
mgc amounts of the metal.

More recently, work by
Altmann and Blair has shown
that alumunium affeets ceriatn
ncurotransmitiers-the chemi-
cal messengers  between nerve
cells-in the brain. causing
speeific changes in the nerve
signals. These changes arc si-
molar in people with alu-
minium poisoning and

Alzhcimer's.

But if the metal had a di-
reet, causal relationship with
the  discase. scientists wounld
expeet to find a higher rate of
Alzheimer's in certain groups
exposed (o very large amounts
of aluminium. such as kidney
paticnts and others who have
to take drugs contlaining the
mectal. But these groups ar no
more likely to develop
Alzhetmr's  discase.

Now . the tcam has com-
pared blood samples from var
fous groups of pcople o scc
how well the protein transfer-
rin in their blood binds the
mcial. Alvminium is difficult 1o
obscrve in blological experi
menis, so the team substituted
another metal that behaves I
a very similar way. galllam.

Transferrin's  normal func-
tien is to bind  tron and other
mctals and transport them o
specific transfermin receplors
on cclis. Omoe bound, the
complex ol protein and metal
I= very larg-1oo big to cross tw
blood -brain barner. The, trans-
ferrin-metal complex “docks’
on the cell reccptor. 1o be
taken into a compartment in-
side the cell where condi-
tions arc acid enough o de-
tach the metal.

No more Fear of the Dentist's Drill

drill which
secretl ;tuy of all

a

dental patients will perhaps
soon be a reality. The new

causcs

"miracle instrument” deve-
loped at the Un of Ulm
is now being clinically tested

A laser

pain - this

nerve lissue. For the lascr flash
lasicd far wo long up 0 now
and heated up the looth being
ircated oo severely. This
problem was solved by Dr.
IRatmund Hibst of the Instituie

for Laser Technologles in
Medicine and Dr. Ulrich Deller

- i
also necessary as the eartous
substance is evapomated by the
heat. At Lthe samc Ume an
overhealing pressure is pro-
duced in the oth substance,
which discharges in bty oa
plosions - a4 portion of the
carics is thus "blown away”, As

system which can be used carefully and

MhMWMMWM
researchers lately

side-effects of their
beams were cracks and frue
tures in the woth cnamel and
irreversible damage (o the

of the Keller In Clinie for Den-
wal Surgery and Radiology al
the University of Ulm through
the development of a new
laser drill, which operates

with pulscs of only 2560 mil-
lonths of a second duration.
and which are emitied al in-
wrvals of one second

Of course the Woth warms
up in this process oo, becaise
the energy s translormed im
mediately after impact: this is

tecih conduct heat  only

orly. U tomperatire of
quite 100 degrees Celsius
measured at the pohmt of
trcatment does nol represent
a danger o the tooth's nerve.

iHibst and Keller are mow

i tenis in clinlcal
lmm. nlf lm lascr drill
o be a success, @ I'IJ -
kethot of the producl cuin be
anticipated. — Dicter Schwab
(CRS)



