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Quilting from door to door

known as Akbarer Ma

Suirching “katha-’
from door ‘o door.
Akbarer Ma say=, |
am oo old to work a~
& cook woman or an
odd job maid. |1 am
not rich enough to
lead a life of idlencs~
and luxury. | mus
support mysell and
family . So Imock on
doors and take in
whatever work | am
given.”

*There are facto
ries | kmow whir
women do hand
ﬂ w0 be sold
handicralt shops, anJ
wbe exponad abroad
| am in louch with
such employers but |
prefer tostay at home
with my family, and
work at my own pac:
at my job. | must su
pervise my six
grandchildren and
kecp an eye over my
daughters-in-law
Earlier, lilteon 10
twenty years ago, |
had four young chil
dren of my own
fend for, and did nex
have so much of la
sure \0 pursue a lask
that | enjoy,” she
pdds.

Elaborating on §
her ‘katha’ stitchin, &
she narrates, “l do
about five ‘kathas’m |
amonth. | gat Tk 40 Fo
o Tk 50 for cach B
piece. | can gal a-
much as T 200 for
the ones with pattcm
or ‘nakshi’. The pay
ment is made ac
cording o the cxiem
of the detailed work
“katha’ Somcumes |
goin for ‘nakshis’ for
pillow cases, table-
cloth and lor (ronts of

woman in the neighbourhood for Tk. 200. “This was just not
enough. | stanted ‘katha’ making as well which brought me
an additional Tk 400 per month. | did my stitching at night at

that time,” she recalls.

“Now that my son is grown up, | can devolc all my time
10 “katha’ making and have moncy of my own for my cloths

Bapi Shahriar
Children Award

A mecting of the writers lor
Juvenile Literatures held in
Dhaka recently decided to in-
troduce Bapi Shahriar Children
Literature Award, according to
a press rcicase, reports [ISS.

The mecling, presided over
by Dr. Abdullah Al-Muti,
formed a three-member Bapi
Shahriar Smriti Commillee
with Mr. Rokunuzzamen Khan
(Dada Bhai) as President , Mr.
Lutfar Rahman Riton as con-
venor and Begum Daulat Ara
Mannan (mother of Bapi
Shahriar) as treasurer.

Among others, Dr. Abdullah
Al-Muti, Prof. Mamtajuddin
Ahmed, Mr. Shamsuzzaman
Khan, Dr. Muntasir Mamun
were taken as members of the
commillece.

*I balieve that all women must have somec job of their own
that is income generating and they should nat depend on their
hushands only Also, if a woman finds hersclf in some strife,
as | was in when | found myself a widow with four children,
a shill always helps out. To be a widow or divorcee is not
uncommon in our socicety,” says Hamida Regum, botter

By Fayza Haq

“kurtas’. We do these in dozens and get paid T 25-50 for
cach picce. Embroidery on the “sari” gets me Tk 150 st loast.
This involves minute work and so gives one more money.”

Talking about her work again, she claborates, “There are
pattems in books. People choose whatever design they want.
| get the thread from the ‘ferrywalla’ and from the marker. A

‘katha' patiern will invplve shout Th 50 worth of thread and
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Akbarer Ma busy scwing  « “katha’ with thread and

of her customer's house

necdle al one

this is paid by the
customer herselfl,

otherwise the busi-
ness of ‘katha’ mak-
g would get 1o ex-
pensive. Plain
‘kathas’ may some-
tmes involveanly Tk
20 wonth of thread .”
Where does she
gt the matcrials —
the cloth for the
‘kathas’ 7 *"This is
usually ‘sari’ material
with old hed shects
and ablecloths for
R mmer lining. The cloth
e lor the “katha® is given
¥ * 8 | by the patron,” she
~ays.
Akbarer Ma han-
dies her work with
considerable case and
spaces oul her labour.
“h takes mc two days
w make an ordinary
‘katha’ “ she informs.
“If | can get help from
iny daughers-im-law
i can be finished in
-.hj’. ml the ‘nakxhi
kithas' ke 15 days
st lcast. | put in van-
ous colours in the
‘nakshi’'—yellow,
red |, green, brown —
vid name a colour
wnd it is there. Some
ke roses others like
plain pleats. | put R
nhchhl&cl-:ﬁlﬂl
L} ] m -ﬂ m
ke horses and cle-
phants. This obvi-
wisly involves more
abour and time. Al-
though | gat my pat
tems from books |
nave leamt by watch
ing others stitch, ™ shy
A YN ;
When her hus-
hand Sikander died of
cholera during the
Liberation, she wont
in for a job of a cook

and for nicknacks for the grandchildren | would have liked to
be able to save enough for a house™ of our own but that is
impossiblc for usin a city like Dhaka,” Akbarer Ma continues.

“I may not have a shop of my own but [ gel cusiomers

BUET teachers’
call to stop
Gulf war

Bangladcsh University of
Engincering and Technology
Tcachcers Association
(BUETTA) called upon the
countrics, involved in the Gull
war, to stop hostility immedi-
atcly, reports BSS.

Dr Zasim-Uz Zaman and Dr
Nizam Ahmed, President and
General Sccrctary respectively
in a joinl statemcnl con-
demned all sorts of ipterna
tional aggression.

They condemned the
killing of innocent people, en-
vironmental pollution, destruc-
tion of historical rclics in the
WET,

They urged the United Na-
tions to find a solution to all
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15 Purify 42 Country of
17 Collection Asia
of animais 43 Apm on
19 Abdul ID 45Ew
20 Antiered victorious
animal 46 Evergreen
21 Males .
22 Precicus 47 " — Law'
stone 48
23 Financial 49 Bread spread
institution 52 Egyptian
25 Transfix singing girl
28 Note of 54 Yellow and
scale Caspian
27 Anclent 56 Airline info.
28 Hindu 57 Approach
cymbals 56 Labels
20 Last 50 Lair
32 Behold! DOWN
33 Hardened,
1 Distant

Answer to Previous Puzzie
BIEIGENRIEIL]I [CIHAIT|E
OARJME[L T |T/EJDIAM
B[RIAINOJIT [E[D]! [OJU]S
O[T [E|SINRIE|T
PIRIE|TIEIN/IDJED E|AIL
ARAJISIMA[R | [E[N
IR S|PIURINJSIA| !
NIEIA|T SIME|A P
TIR]Y i ¢ SIAIT{I A E
AR DIUJL]L
RIRIA|L FtELillu.l|
A|RIE AININ|A E
P PEEISINIA|I|L EIT
by Zeus
S Aoger 10 Back of neck
4 Chain part 11 Kind of
5 Individual muumm
6 Near 18 " — Golden
L D
S 21 " >E.
:ummm Doliar Man

through the display of my handicraft in the homes of ‘my
patrons,” the ‘katha’ woman who lives in Jhikatala, adds.

TV Monday

5.00 Opcning announcement
and recitation from the
Holy Quran

Recitation from the
Geela

Cartoon film: Frankens-
tein Junior and the
Impossible

Shikh : Educa
tional Programme for the
SSC Students

Sports Programme
New- in Bengali

IV dcbate competition

News in Bengali

Programme on family

plannirr;ﬁ

Surer Bhuboney: Musical

Pro me

10-CO0 News in English

1030 Film secrial: The Last
Outlaw.

11-40 Closing.

13 ﬁreaﬁns
seized In
Khulna

KIIULNA, Jan 27 : Police in
a raid seized 13 fircarms be-
longing to local Jatiya Parly
lcaders from an arms shop in
the town midnight Friday
night, reports. UNB.

Owners of the arms, all lf-
censed, have been .in hidin
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since the f{all of the Ers _

regime. e

Police said they seized 3 ri-
volvers, 2 pistols, 2 double
barrcl guns and 4 riflcs from

T & T Board
- recast

A lot of changes have been
made¢ in the T and T Board to
{mprove subscribers services
anfdl restore better public
image of the board, according

Haj lottery
Jan 31

The lottery for this year's
Haj and Haj-c-Badl for the per-
:ﬁl lrhu.ghm applied h::n
Dhaka district for going to
Mckkah by air at Lthe govern-
ment's fixed rate will be held
onJanuary 31, reports BBSS.

The lottery will be held at
the Dhaka Zila Parishad Hall at
10 a.m. according to a district
administration press reicasc.

Smuggled goods
worth Tk 3.25 cr
seized in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Jan 27:
Smuggled goods worth about
Tk 3.25 crore were scized by
the anti-smuggling task-force
in the month of December 90,
rcports UND.

M. A. Bari, Divisional Com
missioner and Convenor ol
Regional Task Force discloscd
this at a meeting held herce last
week.

The meeting was called 0
cvaluate the performance ol
different agencies working un-
der Regional Task Forece on

% included

630 pieces of VCR, VCP and
other clectronic and a
large quantity ol automobile
sparcs. The aulomoblilec sparcs
were recovered [rom Patlya
here last month by Chittagong
District Police.

The anti-smuggling task
force and associate, agengics
conducted 676 opcrations lasl
month.

Aid talks betwcen
Bangladesh, UK
begin today

Bilateral aid talks between

the UK and Bangladesh will
begin in the city from today

- UNB.
The Bri team will be led
visiting Under of
British Overscas -

ment Administration (ODA

Richard Manning.

According to a press re-
lcascs, Lthe 3-day talks will fo-
cus on Britain's present and fu-
ture ald programmes in

liangladesh.

EEC to give
Tk 7 cr grant

Bangladesh will rcceive
about Taka 7 crore as grant for
the North Central Regional
Study Project under a memo-
randum s the Gov-
ernment of and the
Commission of the Europcan
Community (EEC), rcpurts
UNB.

The finaneing memoran-
dum was in Brusscls on
January 23 by A K M Kamalud-
din Chowdhury, Bangladesh
Ambassador and Abel Matutes,
Commissioner EEC for their
respective sides, according to
a message received in Dhaka
Saturday.

The objectives of the study
projecl arc lo preparc a walcr
devclopment plan for the
North Ccntral Region of
Bangladesh with ecmphasis on
flood control, drainage and ir-
rigation mecasures and to un-
dcrtake pre-feasibility studies
of the main projects identificd
in the rcgional plan for im-
plementation during 1990-95
flood control action plan pe-
1iod. -

The project also includes
fcasibility study for the Ja
malpur priority project.

Peace Council

Under the auspices of the
3angladesh Pcace Council, a
scminar on “halting ol Gulfl war
and the way lo pcace” will be
hcid today (Monday) at 4 pm at
Dhaka University TSC Scminar
Hall, a press rclcase of the
council said. reporis BSS.

|

A section of big audience enjoying an international cultural night

'Ershad repealed Special | s

- Powers Act before exit'

By Supreme Cour. Correspondent

The very existence and va-
lidity of the Special Powers Act
1974 came undcr attack when
Rafiqul Haque, Senjor Counsel
and former Attorney Gencral

laced his writ petition chal-
cnging the detention of
former Vice-President Moudud
Ahmed.

The question as to whether
the Special Powers Act 1974 1s
still a valid law or not is made
onc of the grounds in the writ
petition. Rafiqul Haque, how-
cver, during his course of ar-
gument on Wedncsday before
the Division Bench comprising
Mr. Justice Abdul Jalil and Mr.
Justice Quazi Shafiuddin of the
High Court Division submitted
that he would not press his
ground as he thought it would
embarras the present
Government and he did nol
want to do the unplecasant
work.

Nevertheless, he submitied
promulgation of an ordinance
in order to become law does
not require publication or noti
fication in the official gazetic
under Article 93 of the
Bangladesh Constitution read
with Section 30 of the General
Clauses Act 1887,

ilaque further alleged thal
the fact that the Special
Powers Act was repealed by
the former President was
known to all concerned and
was carried out by Voice of
America, BBC and other media
also. Ile sald much arguments
were made about the birth of
an Ordinance in a recently
heard case, popularly known as
Dhaka Universitly casc and our

memory is fresh about those:

arguments arndd as such, he re-
fraincd from making those ar-
gumcnts alresh.

Postal link with
5 Gulf states
re-established

Postal link with five coun-
trics in Gulf region have been
re-established, reports UNI.

An olfficial handout on
Sunday said postal scrvices
have resumed with Oman,
Q@aler, Bahrain, Iran and Uni-
led Arab Emiralcs.

The postal communication
with scveral countrics in the
Middlc East was suspended on
January 18.

Dry w

eather
to continue

By Staff Correspondent
Dry weather is likely to prevail over Bangladesh ull

Tucsday morning,
lemperature is
different places.

Outlook lor luh'ﬂ"}lﬂ'lt two d

Extended outlook for another
t tempe
over the country except Sylhet, Srimangal and

On Sunday. the nigh
unchanged

Metcorological Department says the night
likcly to risc by one to twe dcgree Celsius at

: little change.
¢ days: no marked change.
raturc rcmained nearly

Comilla where the temperature rose by two degree Celsius.

The night temperature, however, still remain
below the normal for the time al most
the lowest minimum temperature—O08.5 degree

degrec
On the day

two to four
places.

Celsius—was recorded in Srimangal.

Temperature and humidity recorded in important cities
and towns of Bangladesh on Sunday were:

It may be recalled that on
December 23, the Dally Meillat
in its cditorial raiscd the
question whether the Special
Powers Act, 1974 was a valid
law notwithstanding the [act
that the former President
signed an ordinance rcpcaling
the samec.

The government issucd a
press relcasc in local Dailics
on Deccmber 30 and claimed
that the Special Powers Act
had never been repealed, and
it is still in force as an exist-
ing law. The Government press
rclease eclaboratcly narrated
the rules of busincss, 1975 and
took the plea that it was not
followed in repealing the act
and as such, it was nol rc-
pealed in accordance with the
law.

The press relcase pointed

v i

) R,

out that, morcover, Lhe con-
troversial repealing ordinance
mentioned the repealing of the
Spccial Powers Act as an Act
No. Xil of 1974. The number,
in fact, rcfers 1o the Public
Servant Retirement Act 1974,
The signature of the dcposcd
President was, howcver, not
denicd in the press rclease.

A senjor advocate com-
mented Lthat mere technicali-
ties would not invalidate the
repealing ordinance and it was
born the moment President
put his signature on it.

The hcaring of the wril pe
tition challenging detention of
Moudud Ahmed will resume on
Sunday Aminul Haque,
Allorncy Gencral for
Bangladesh was on his legs
when the court rosc for the
dav on ﬁursdnv
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sclling a T-shirt hav'inNg
Saddam Hussein near
--Star photo.

A youth waring a shirt marked 'Beverly
a portrait of Iraqi President
ew Market in Dhaka on Sunday

HH:' was seen

organised by Guishan Lades Ciub on Sundny

Night

The Gulshan Ladies Co-
mmunity Club in Dhaka on
Sunday prescnied an Int-
crnational Night Icaturing
cultural traits of Bangladesh,
China. India. Indoncsia,
Thatland, the Philippines and
Tashkent of the USSR, says a
press reicasc.

The club is a women's vol-
untary organisation which is
working for the uplifiment of
underprivilcged segment ol
the Bangladesh socicly since
its inception in 1984, It is
running various wcllare pro-
jects devoted to health, educa-
tion. and reercation. The pro-
jects include free clinic, family
planning contre, immunisation
cenirc and adult literacy ccn-
Lre.

I lundreds including forcign
nationals cnjoyed the superb
cultural night,
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PROGRAMME

Pantomine show

The 'Friends of Bangladesh, -
Dhaka,' a humanitarian organi-.
sation having fts parent socicty
in UK will stage a "solo pan- -
tomine show” by Md. Zakir
Hossain, a member of Padatik
Drama Group, at the Guide
lHouse Auditorium on ;
at 6.30 pm as part of their fund
raising campaign, says a Prcss
relcase.

|  Discussion meet

A meetling of the Exccutive
Committee of the Bangladcsh-
China People’s Fricndship As-
sociation will be held on
Wednesday at 4 pm at the OF
ficc of the Association to dis-
cuss o sational mattcrs in-
cluding holding of bicnnial
| gencral meeting and clection.
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to an official source, reports Cilics/towns Temperature in Celsius Ilunﬂdig in
percentage
US%hc changes have been Maximum Minimum gn.m. ﬂla:,m
brought in after Mr Scrajul Dhaka 26.5 S 73 ::
jslam Khan has been a Chiltagong a8, (]'.l:g 72 73
the. new Chairman of the DBoard Rajshah! Hg 10'3 85 63
by the Interim Government. Khulna 26. i i b
n order to maintain admin- Comilla 27.0 12 4 65 64 geue e
istrative discipline, changes Sythet nag 10‘4 59 55
have been made in the post of | Logm 23':: 09.3 65 59 3
lloard Members, Direclors Dingjpur 27. GG.T 66 65 r
Gencral, Directors, Divisional Rangpur :g: posigd NA 58
:.:::‘glj?ﬁ;‘:;mn;ljut}" and Assis- I-]wﬂllﬂlﬂ “:’ 11.0 87 ; Mm &h",\‘), m m. B-ml .
; . recorded | citics ol 1 region
The sources ulid the glgrum lempcralure _ n major (P 20950, A0 9)), 0AVI)
h?f Ec:rdwpzph oricnted and | Karachi ~12.0 degree Celsius Dclhi 12 degres: Celuing —
‘ dynamic. Colombo 21.0 " Bangkok 25




