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ml caturc aaassssssessssssssnsssemmemes G ulf crisis
Western intelligence reports say

Terrorists, trained in Iraq,
sent around the world

The revelations led to ar-
rests Wednesday of two Iragis

and two Jordanians 1in
. Thailand. Evidence

E

alse . indicates the Iraqi Em-
in Manila directed the
the Times said.

"It 18 clear that what has
of dnhn.lh:;hymh} . p;:

E nt by
Iragis.” an unidentified West-
ern official told the newspaper.
"We think this is a well-
planned and extensive opera-
s were

3

In d&itinn it was lcarned
that the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration told airlines
Tuesday night that 140
Ethiopian passports were
stolen and are t to be in
the hands of a Middle East ter-
rorist organization.

International alert

. An international alert was
issued Wednesday for police
and immigration officials to be
en the lookout for lraqis or
other potential Arab terrorists,
the Times said.

An unidentified official in
Manila was quoted as saying
Bangkok appears to be a logis-
tics center for Iragi terrorist
attacks in Asia.

“They're bringing people
in. They're bringing supplies in
and they're expert at making
fake passports.” the official was
guoted as saying.

A Thai newspaper reported
Thursday that two lragi Em-
bassy diplomate were asked to

leave Thatland by Thai authori-
tics worried that they might
becoin nvolved in terrorism.

The Bangkok newspaper

the Nation said the diplomats
whom it did not k‘ﬂ
Thatland *rlﬁn‘u’clhﬂ
from Australia and the Philip-
pines. The paper quoted un
named senfor sources.

The said at least four
other Middle East nationals
who had contact with the iragi

Embassy have been repored as
A

precaution.

Several Thal government
and security officials denied
the report. A man at the [raq!

. who refused to iden-
tify himself, dented that any

ts had left. Western
diplomats would not comment
but some indicated: there was
some truth to the report.

The attempted bombing in
the Philippines provided cru-
cial clues. according to an
other unidentified offictal.

"Now we have something to
go on, to look for in other
countries,” that efficial was
quoted as saying.

The official said the search
will be most intensive In
coun with concentration
of | Lebanese and Pales-
tintans, “places where they
have a local community in

which to hide.”

Bangladesh

He cited Greeee and Italy,
most of Central America, a
dozen countries in West Alrica,
India . Pakistan . Bangladesh.
Thailand . Malaysia and In-
donesia.

An unidentified intelligence
official for a foreign govern
ment said professional terror-
ists whom the Iraqis might
have employed “have a lot less
support than they used to have.
The East Germans, the Bulgar
tans. the KGB aren’t there to
support them the way they
used to."

He added that terrorists
"used to have Mideast money
available to them that came.
indirectly. from 1he Saudis But
that's dricd up.”

Police searched Wednesday
for at least two more lragf sus-
pects in the Manila bombing.
And Philippine troops and ar-
mored personnel carricrs
were deployed outside several
Western embassies, afrline of-
fices. international schools and
the residential compounds of

diplomats and other w
ers.
lrnqlm-

Muwafak Ant,

ranking diplomat in Mantla
and intelligence chiel. left the
Philippines en Thu after
he was expelied for
directing the bmuhing that
killed one lragi and injured
another. Ani m repeatedly
with the two terrorists at the
embassy. and his car was used
to drop them near the library,
the Times said.

He denied inwolvement in
the bombing.
And, his wife and children
Nashed "V" for victory signs
and shouted "Long live Saddam
Hussein® as they boarded a
Malaysian Airlines jet bound
for Kuala Lumpur., Malaysia.
They plannec to fly on to Iran
and then lraq, he said.

Another Iraqi diplomat and
Intcﬂig( nce up-crattw: is hm.lrm

dented accreditation and will
be asked to leave Manila In-

Meanwhile, Germany wx-
pelied 28 lIragi diplemals
said there was “very great sus
picion” some of the diplomats
controlled extremist groups in
Germany and could direct ter-
rorist activities.

Wednesday, Canadian police
seized a cache of weapons and
explosjves after arvesting a
man wearing military
and a Palestinian flag a
distance from the US econ-
sulate. An anti-terrorist team
was investigating the casc
Thursday morning. a

Mﬂi

'A new threat
for Saddam to
worry about'’

WASHINGTON. Jan 28: U.S.
submarines cruising the
Mediterrancan and Red Seas
have launched Tomahawk mis-
sfles at targets inside Iraq
Defense Department sources
said Thursday. reports AFP.

The military initiative
marks the first use of Amenrt-

according to ome  souree
speaking on condition eof
anonymity .

The use of submarine fired
Tomahawk missiles in the US
led Operation Desert Storm
“just gives [(lragi President)
Saddam Hussein a new threat
o worry about”, the souree
added. noting missiles are

now at him from the
north as as the south.
Whether the submarines

would perform other Desert
Storm duties, such as deliver-
ing secret SEAL (Sea -Alr -
Land) teams for special opera-

units into combat zoncs, was
not disclosed the two
SOUrces.

White House security

fightened for war

WASHINGTON., Jan
President George Bunhi
Scerel Service agents now
routinely tote gas masks.
Dozens of riot-helmeted
guards stand sentry along.
the White House fence.
Sharpshooters prowl the
roof.

A line of police vehicles is
stationed in the median
strip of Pennsylvania Ave.
Sometimes. when protests
get unruly. traffic in front of
the nation’s most famous
address is stopped entirely.

And that’s just what you can
see. Officials understandably
won't firepower there.

"The president lives next to

public streets, in a
metropolitan area”. said
Chuck Vance, a former

Secret Service agent and
now a consultant on secu-
rity.

Security surrounding Bush and
the executive mansion has
been steped up since the
Gulf war began last week.
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NVIRONMENT, populu

tion and development

are three critical issues
that concern the conte-
mporary world most seriously
and is a discipline
which addresses all these
issues from an integrated
scientific approach. These
igsues are of supreme
importance in a country like
Bangladesh where a rapidly
growing massive population
makes heavy demands on the
natural environment in its
frantic cfforts at development.

The role of geography iIn
the understanding of the com-
plecx relationships amongsi
environment, population and
development can be a very sig-
pifieant one. In gepg-
raphy has other econtributions

ma tcularly in pro-
:.letng culturally and socially
eonscious educated youths.

hﬁﬁw" the, *-m:l;ﬁ

the carth as the home of man”.
and its main business s the

a relationsh
s ' i ama s

ronment, the tracing of thu: '

limits of possibilities. with
human hap s in view on
some standard of mca-
surement of the material basis

analytical proccss
standing of cultural forms and
their meanings.

The
charactertzed
phases. namely (1) the loca
tional or spatial emphasis
which tries to analyze the pat-
terns and processess of distri-
bution of both natural phe-
nomenon and socio-economie
elements on the earth’'s sur-
face, globally, regionally or lo-
cally: (2) the ecological em-
phasis, also known in geogra-
phy as the man - environment
theme; and (3) the regional
analysis cmphasis. which
combines the other two
themes in the study of chosen
regions, both macro and mi-
ero. This approach provides
the traditfonal multi-disci-
plinary inventory typec inler-

fe tracdition is

pretation of the various re-

gions, countries and local ar-
cas.

The geographic tradition is
also characterized by politcal -

economic approach to the
analysis of ree distribu
tlon and aceess to facltors ol

by three em- -

production.
In terms of methodology.
gumphy depends heavily on
ﬂl&l:ing and household
t also on secondary

datn Th: techniques of geo-

graphic analysis involve quanti-
tative of statistical methods.
cartography. aerial photo and
satellite imagery intrepretation
and computer applications.
Contemporary geography is
cssentially a modern scientific
discipline which combines
elcments of physical sciences,

gromme after their Hgher
Sceondary Certificate (H.5,0),
with either Science or Hu
manitics background. Ilow
cver, 1o be a good geographer,
one needs o be equipped with
some mathemat i:;ll and physi-
cal seience tramning. In addi-
tion, one should also have skill
in cartography fmap making)
and graphic arts. Bul above all
one should have the tempera-
ment of going out to the field
observe and record natural
uvimnml:ntal phenomena and
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— === e == ==

on Education will occasionally dovote sdme

- space on different careers open to our young

students. We start this series with e

discussion on Geography.

social scicnces. humanitics
and aesthetics. As a university
discipline it was first intro-
du in Germany in tho
1870's -and subsequently in
Britain and the United States.
in our own coun h
was intrbduced. Nirst 18 Dhaka
University in 1948 and then in
Rajshahi and Jahangirnagar
universities. Today Jagannath
College also offers Honours and
Master's degree programmcs
while Eden Girls College has
only an Honours programme.
Al present nearly 400 students
1ake Master's degree in geog-

mphy a year from the fmlr de-
partments.

Students can seck admis-
sion to the Honours pro

. ards.

to acquire first-hand knowl-
cdge about the life and work of
the people in villages and
towns.

Currichlum in geography in
our universities is designed to
offer specialized knowledge on
the physical environment, with
particular emphasis on dyl:r:
ics of fluvial r
bank erosion, ﬂnodu delta
building. coastal chan
occanography. climatic +
soil capability . and
forestry. In human
the study of population dy
namics reccive particular at-
tentiond. The l'llﬁiﬂ: and t:ﬁl
scquenegics rapid. mulﬁﬁlhi
srowth and inttrnu! and inter-
national migrations have been
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Praf Dr. M.H. Khan, Vice-Chancellor BUET, inaugurating

course ﬂ-l"l

urnni '?

Geographic Information Synt.em jointly
BUET Computer Centre and the University of

Hllbuum Australia, at BUET Seminar room, recently.
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One of the first tolls of the
new heightened security
was the cancellation of
public tours in the White
House for the first time
since World War Il.

Offictals decided that the tours
provided would be ter-
rorists too-casy access (o
the mansion, even though
visitors had been required
to pass through metal
detectors and have bags

searched. Some 3.500
visitors a day -- more than’
1 million annually-- had

been taking the tours.

"The tours offer the most
immediate opportunity for
unwarrgnted intrusion into
the White House”, White
House spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater said.

Gas masks

Gas masks are now routinely
carried by agents who work
at the White House. An
agent was even stationed
near the Oval Office on the

night when Bush addressed
I‘.hemrl;thn with a mask in
a military presumably
for the President i needed.

Bob Snow, a spokesman for
the Secret Service, said the
gas masks may be " made
more  evident now by
people carting them
around” in the recent state
of alert, but that their use
by the Secret Service goes
back to the 1960s.

Asked whether the masks
where intended more to
protect agents from tear

gas used by police to quell
riots. or from gas that

might be used by protegters
or terrorists, Snow said:

"Both".

While sharpshootérs always
have been stationed as a
precaution on the roof of
the White House, now there

cl:arlﬁ! are more of them.
As well. security has been

increased for the
president’'s children and
grandchildren.

the subject matter of much
weographie  research  in
3angladesh. Another important
arca of geographic analysis is
the subject of habifat or human
cltlements. Our geographers
have made significant contri-
butionis to the understanding
of the process of rural settle-
menl dmlupntnl and of ur-
ban development.’

The welfare geographic ( or
political - economic ) approach
in geography has encouraged
some of our geographers to
study the questions of "Who
vets What and Where” and of

the nature of ‘poverty
(particularly urban
poverty.urban slums and

squatters ). Geographers in
Bangladesh have for long
lovked at the problems and
prospects of agricultural and
rural development, and also of
industrial and transportation
development. Some of our
voung geographers have becn
able o add new dimensions
(such as of the role of envi-
ronmenlal and technological
[actors) in agricultural land
wtilization and developmenL
The role of human percep-

tion in people’s adjustment Lo
the changing natural environ-
ment  has  also received
particular attention from
Bingladesh . geographers.
Significant contributions are
also being made by our women
gcographers  to the
understanding of the role of
women in agricultural dc-
velopment or in urban formal

geo
phers show a pmdtlr.t:tiun hr
analysis of relationship be-
tween the natural environment
and the cultural factors.

It thus appear that geogra-
phers ¢an have career oppor-
tunities én many sectors of na-
tional development. Indeed
they do and the demand for
advanced geographic skill is
very widely felt. This is partic-
ularly so because of the in-
creased focus on the environ-
ment bias in contemporary de-
velopment thinking. In
Bangladesh geographers with
post- uate university de-
grees have found employments
in such OT.I\HLK)I'II as the
Geologica Survey of
Hangladesh, Soil Survey De-
partment, Water Development
lioard, Inland Water Transport
Authority. Urban. Development
Directorate, Planning Com-

Education

Choosing a Career in Geography

by Prof. Nazrul Islam

mission Rajdhani Unnyan Kar-
tripakhya (RAJUK). Dhaka Mu-
nicipal Corporatien [as plan-
ners and geographers), Rural
Development Academy,
Bangladesh Rural Development
‘Board (BRDB). Bangladesh
Small and Cottage Industrics
Corporation (BSCIC),
Bangladesh cultural Re-
search Council (BARC) and a
host of research tions
and consultancy groups. The
geographer's training and skill
of work, is making them
popular with NGO's involved in
rural or urban development
with environment and popula-
tion NGO's and research cen-
ters. The geographic cxpertise
in the scientific study of fluvial
or weather hazards, have been
very well recognized by the
inclusion of several  senior
geographers in national level
committees. Similarly their
leading role in urban ysis
has also been recognized by
the  invited participation of
geographers in several national
commissions committecs and
task forces on urbanization and
urban development.

A career opportunity in
geography (or any other well
established discipline ) of
course, is to be
widely in the teaching of the
subject at univ . college
and high school s. In this
arca, however, geography is
less fortunate than some of the
other  disciplines

Bangladesh. Chittagong Unt--

versity is yet to have a geogra
tuﬁmtm.
ml in the country have as

yet introduced geography as a
subject. Such gaps are unfortu-

nate nnd should be corrected
. Geography
is a useful applied science ( or
social science ) and it has po-
tentfal for making comtribu-

lions towards national devel-
opment eflorts.

pline back in 1958 lndl:;:;
rrmum; a career in
tcaching and re-nrr‘
never regretted. Indeed, for
me. it has been a wonderful
¢xperience being a geographer
in a developing country.

A fJormer chalrman of the
Depnrlnﬂl“ of Geography,
Dhaka University, Prof. Nagrul
Islam is the Director, Cenire
Jor Urban Studies. DU, i
President Bangladesh Geo-
graphical Society.
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40 cases being probed

Mr. Elﬂhﬁ. told NBC he

’ Iraq gets stolen US

US forces ready
for land battle

RIYADH, Jarf 26: U.S, -led

| up Mmaﬂw

land battle, they expect to

enter with, Iraq, reporters
said from the front Sunday
and Monday, reports AFP.

They said they came
across columns of muni-
tions trucks loaded with
rockets and missiles, ambu-
lances with Red Crosses
painted on their roofs and
roads
leading north of the Saudi
dcsert.

Under the reoporting
ground rules, corrcspondents
were not allowed to disclosc
their location but said saw
Frence trucks, British ma-
chine-gun mounted cars and
hundreds of U.S. wehicles.

The . convoys included
columns of M1-Abrams
hcavy ltanks, M2-Dradicy in-
lantry armoured vehicles, ar-
mourcd M-113 troop trans-

ports hcavy duly machine

' impatience .

guns mounted on jeecps and
156 millimeter Howitzers on
trucks which could be seen
for miles, over which flew al-
tack helicopters, they said.

Tent cities ACToSs
the desert and included dis-
pensarics, fucl depots main-
tenance units, the entire lo-
stical chain neceded for the
ay a ground oficnsive s
launched, they said.

The oflensive seems  im-

minent, although it is not
discussed.

In Riyadh, tl‘u: Deput

Commander Fn:ncrl

Forces, C-I-tl Michel Mon-
nier-Vinard, said Monday
that the buildup of ground
forces was ongoing.

On the ground, hundnds
of thousands of soldicrs arc
awaiting K" day (for
Kuwait), with a mixture of
and apprche-
nsfon, cycwitncsses said.

Civillans did not wait to
lcave ahead of the land war.

. allled bomb damage to

The city of Halr al-Baten,
some 70 kilometers (43 miles)
from the | -Kuwaiti border,
was almost Monday .

with most of its residents
having hcadod south.

Reuter from Washingtlon
adds:. The U.S. Defence De-
partment said on Monday it
was reluctant o reicase of
Lar-
gets in Imaq and Kuwait  be-
cause that information should
be kept away from the Iragl
governmeni.

Pentagon spokesman Pale
Willams said current bad
weather in  the reglon  was
hampering bomb damage
asscssment and that targets
which wcre not badly dam-
aged would be hit  again, I
NCCCSSary.

Il identities
witlh minor damage Is re-
Icasc, he told reporters,
"that is, morc or less, a no-
tice lo the Iragis that we will
come caling again.”

of largets

“male

nd most

'llr '

Misconceptions about fe-
male primary school teachers
ar¢ widesprcad. There is a
shortage of qualified women
tecachers, pcople say. Or
women are unwilling to werk
in rural schools. ﬂr female
tcachers do not perform as
well as men in the classroom.

But when 6,000 primary
posts were advertised re-
cently, more than 72,000
qualified women lﬂp“ﬂd com-
parcd with lcss than 18,000
men--which suggests that
there is no shortage of suitable
women for the job.

And national statistics show
that about 80 per cent of fe-
male teachers are prolession-
ally trained, with C-in-Ed de-
grees as well as their general
educational qualifications.

It is true that women are
poorly represcnted in rural
primary schools. A recent
siudy by Shamina Islam calcu-

lated that there was only one
fcmale teacher for every seven
rural schools.

Similarly, Dhaka division
has the highest number of fe-

teachers [(10,000],
which rcpresents 23 per cent
Lol
in Chittagong dtvision,

mﬂnt in Khulna and 13 per

Breaking the Myths
About Women Teachers

By Salma Akhtar

cent in Rajshahi.

But there are reasons for
this urban bias. During the
rule of the Jatlya Party the
upazila administrations wcre
given responsibility for re-
cruiti and the chairmen
control scleetion of
dates. This, it is said, to
the widespread appointment
of rclltiu- and supportcrs.
Qualifications were not given
proper consideration.

H'. is cven alleged that some
ry teachers could be
ghi for Tk15, -35,000- -

year's salary--which particu-
Iuﬂr disadvantaged female
candidates. Women genorally
have less wccess than men Lo
moncy and family asscts.

In addition, ma men
were antagonised by
crnmentl's

gov-
women (o al O:W:I’m

posis, and the slightly lowcr
enlry qualifications for
women. Neverlheless, the
proportion of women primary
tcachers has incrcased since
libcration, from two per cent
(2.541) in 1971 to cight pcr
cent in 1983 (14,913) and 18
per cent (33,575) in 1988
The upswing re grow-
recognition of the abilities -
of female teachers, of lhrir

s rrnment

a B

rol¢ in reducing the 70 per
sent drop-oul mate among
children, and the encourage-
ment their prescnee gives to

young girls. Government poli-
c’lu hm also been important,

1{::1 largets have
I:n:t:n rrn:l first five-year

plan sct ils sights on at least
onc female tecacher in cach
primary school, and the sec-
ond and third s aimed at
filling half of all ncw vacancics
with women.

In an attempt to cnsure
that targets were met and that
women were not discrimi-
nalcd against, the last
. swite r:d
res Ity for recruitment
from upazila to central level,
and Instructed that 60 per
cent of vacancies should. be
fillked by women.

With universal primary ed-
ucation still the target, now is
the time to discard the myth
that there are not cnough
qualified women primary
teachers willing to scrve In
rural schools.

IMs Salma Akhtlar ts an us-
sistant of. the Insti-
lute of Education and Re-
scarch, Dhaka Unh-erlity I

‘Where Speaking the Mother
Tongue is an Offence

new degree coursce at

Uganda's leading uni

versity could herald the
mlrudut:u;n u:: nlnl'l-ll.iuﬂll
language lor t time in
27 years since independent
from British rule.

Mckerere University is in-
troducing a Bachelor of Arts
degree in a new local l-”

- Runyakitara - o
-tudy of local culture and IH
erature.

I-t also seems W be the frst

th m
a national nm
country of 17
specaking 32 or m lan-
& KAges.

Runyakitara is a produet of
Runyankele, Rukiga. Runyoro
and Ruteoero .which are four

A related languages spoken in

wesliorn Uganda, Thl: l‘-I'I'I!'
comes from Kitarn, a 19th cen-
tury Kingdomu which ' eovered
much of prescnt day Uganda
and northern Tanzania.

The rid language coukl
eventual English,
Uganda's nl'znfcl‘-ngu:lr
-hh-.h is still enforced in many

"ﬂu Irldﬂprtad

hﬂtmrrh:u.‘hlm
In onc notorfous recent in-

. who
had slipped and
.m'ﬁmwhn
guage. had her hair shorn and
school skirt replaced with
itchy jute m-lrrhl - the
Mhﬂmm-l

Ihrrlrll: father causcd o
stirt when he wrote 0 a local

daily ' ncwspaper complaning
that the punishment wus o

Rarsh g aet as @ @ewmrent or
o b of any redeemign vahae

1711 |I1F thant lilnnyahm
coukl mean the end of shorn
heads and tichy skins for
schoulgirls as well as the even-
tinal oul nl'w:-h s
the dominant language in
s hools and offictals lfe.

Sinee few of the local lan-
Juag - such wide usagc.
U srudaa as well go fw o
langnage understood gy her
ncighbou .

Swuhili, already used over
much of castern and central

Alrica, be n good betl.
GEMINI



