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=== Focus on election- '91¢
' AL workers resent

2,781 contest

in 299 seats

A ntal of 2.781 candidates
in 299 constftuencies are
contesting the general clec
tions on February 27. Election
Commission ' sourees said
Wednesday night. reports BSS

The death of a candidate in |

termination proceedings
relating to the election in that
constituency where nomina-
uon are o0 be submit-
ted afresh.

According te the latest in-
formation reecived from the

Election Commission, 1,047
candidates in 299 constituen-
cics withdrew their candida-
ture 7n , the last date
for withdrawal.

A total of 3,855 candidates
filed nominations til! January
13 last for the 299 con-
stituencies, Election Commis-
sion source said. The ecarlicr
fgure of filing nomination for
300 constituencics given by
the Election Commission was
A twtal of 58 nomination
mcr- including all the five

by the deposed President
Hussain Muhammad Ershad
and some of his ministiers
were found invalid during
scrutiny on January 14. Thirty
three candidates including H
M Ershad led to the
Election Commission against
the cancellation of their nomi-
nations.

The Election Commission

upheld 31 I:malu including
those by E . and finally
the number of valid nom-

ination papers in the 299 con-
stitnec.acies now stands al

3,828
Deprived of food
From Page 1 Col. §

campaign in northern dis-
tricts.

Giving a comparative pic-
ture of the situation under the
three post-liberation m-
ments,
pecople had the best of time
during BNP rule.

"You have scen three differ-
ent governments since inde-
pendence, and also that it was
the BNP which worked for the
wellbeing of the people”, Be-
gum Zia said.

's elec-

Terming her v
tion symbol ‘nlnr:l'“plddy" as
the "symbol of wellare”, she
urged the pcople to vote for
BNP to bring about socio- eco-
nomic n and pro-
tecting the country's indepen-

denec.

The BNP leader also ad-
dressed a serics of rallies and
wayside mtim at Natore
Sugar Mills, C Badyanath,
Chatni, Basudcbpur, Naldanga,
Habibpur, Banpara, Mankhora

and Gurudaspur.

Schools
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als.“They are as good as our
nationals, Saudi government
told Bangladesh mission,"the
Ambassador said.

Kazi Golam said the
ambassadors of the SAARC
countries meet twice or three
a weck to review the latest sit-
uation and take stock of the

of their nationals.

ambassdors of the
SAARC countries scparately
drew the attention ol Saudi
government to the probicms
ol their nationals. Bangladesh
ambassador said Saudi gov-
ernment had taken a number
of steps to ensure safcty and
comfort of our nalionals.
Camps have becn opened in
the eastern Province where
the Saudi government will
provide frec food and shelter
to the destressed expatriates.

Begum Zia said the |

patchup decision

Awami League lcaders and
workers in different con-
stituencics have resented the
unilateral dccision of the
party’s central leaders to con-
cede 36 scats to the breakaway
componcnts ol the Eight-party
Alliance.

Many of them have submit-
ted memorandum to Lhe
Awami League chicl requesting
her to rcverse the decision.
They mentioned that the deci-
sion of the party would ulti-
mately [rustrate Lhc party
workers . who had alrcady
started working for the Awami

nf Thana Awami League
Ahmed iz a let-
ter to Awami League President

By Staff Correspondent

le reverse the decision In
Dhaka—2 constituency. He said

Mamtaz further said, in
Nmbm BKSAL had no
strong and the party had
no ground lo seck nemination
from that arca. /

J-party
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a meeting on Wednesday and
reviewed the situation. The

mecting expressed its igno-

scnl in t

- day and they did net agree

when AL denied them more

scals

The Fiwe party: meeting was
attcnded V., Hasanul lHuq Inu,
Haider A~bvar Khan Rano, Tipu
Biswas, Mubinul Halder
Choudhury, Nurul Anwar,
Mohsin Ali, Susanta Das and
['r. Shah Alam Mollah. The
nuetling was presided over by
Mr. Nirmal Sen.

I_h:'_-lkh lHasina mqru:ﬂad her

Mizan meets

student leaders
By Staff Correspondent

Mizanur Rahman Chow-
dhury, acting chairman of
Jattya Party, on Wednesday
met represctatives of different
city college students led by the
rceently abolished Jatiya
Chhatra Samaj leaders.

He told them that Jatiya
Parly is against the use of stu
dents by political parties. Dut
his party would welcome any

stiudent organisation based on
nationalism, demecracy,

progress and Islami ideal's ac-

cording to a parly prcss re-
lcase.

lie¢ said the Muture of Lhe
nation can be determined only

by a deciplined student force,
it added.

In another press release, Al
B. M. Shahjahan, acting sccre-

lary general of Jatiya Party,
urged all party workers to

campaign for the party nomi-
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Saudi border
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border.

The agency, reached by
telex in Tehran, refused to cite
the source of its report, saying
only that it was ‘confirmed
news for IRNA."

Iranian Radio indicated the
captured Allied forces might
have been manning Saudi bor-
der posts. \

Kuwaiti, Saudi and Ameri-
can forces, including US
Marines, are in forward posi-
tions near the Saudi-Kuwait
border.

In Washigton, the US De-
fence Department said
Wed it had reports of
artillery fire between Iraqi and
Allied forces along the Saudi-

" Kuwait border.

But in Dhahran, western
military sources decnied that
Iraq had begun a ground of-
fensive.

'To teach peace'

Iraq {s launching missiles
into Israel to teach them about
pecace, Baghdad's US Ambas-
sador in UN says, but Israeli
officials counter that the at-

| From Page 1 Col. 7
ago, admitting loss of onc
warplane in combat.

Bush

President George Bush is
frustrated by a lack of informa-
tion on how much damage has
been inflicted on Iragi military

Ershad villa
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Shafi Ahmed called upon
the Government to conliscate
the illegal wealth the associ-
ates of the deposed President
Ershad amassed wanion
corruption and demanded
their immediate arrest. lle
said these were vitial-
ing the political atmosphere in
the country.

Fazlul Haque Milon said the
Government would be account-
able to the people if it failed to
establish demoecracy.

Later, a procession was
brought out in the city.

Basra bombed

targets by more than 10,000
allicd bo raids, the White
House said on Tuesday.

Bush has asked lor
reports, but ha- been unable to
get them, White Illouse
spokesman Marlin ! Fitzwater
saik| .

Th+ Pentagon has claimed
an su cent success ralc
o the bombing raids—mean-
irg that the planes had
r «whed their designated tar-
g 1s and opened fire.

But cloudy, foggy weather
over lraq and Kuwait has hani-
pered the Pentagon's ahility 1o
asses® the damage dine 1o

Iraq's military capabilitic <.
Tribunal
The United Siates is exam-

ining a number of different

ideas for conducting possiblc
war crimcs against Iraqi
leaders incl g creating a

Nuremberg-style tribunal, a
senior official said on Tuesday.
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tacks will provoke retaliation.
Nearly 100 people were in-
jured in the latest, moust seri-
ous such attack and three peo-
ple died after the explosion.
The latest missile to strike
Israel came after repeated fail-
ures of Iragi missiles to hit
targets in Saudi Arabia, where
the coalition forces are con-

centrated.
German Foreign Minister

Hans-Dietrich Genscher plans
to fly to Israel on Thursday to
express solidarity with the
Jewish state,

Attack on oil field

According to Recuter: Iraq
said Wednesday it also fired
missiles at Abquiq ofl field in
eastern Saudia Arabia during

Tucsday's Scud attacks against

the kingdom, Baghdad Radio
rcported.

'Iraq to be offensive’

Allied commanders say
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
scin may be planning surprise
ground and air attacks instead
of sitling back and watching
his military machine being
slowly ground down.

Turkey threatened

Baghdad on Wedncsday
threatened Turkcy with un-
specified "consequences” for
allowing the Allics to stage
bombing altacks against Iraq
from the Incirlik air base in
southern Turkey.

Body on Press
Act submits
report

The committec formed to
rcview and examine the neccs-
sity ol amending or repealin
the Printing Presses an
Publications {Dcclaration and
Registration) Act, 1973 and
the provisions of the Special
Powers Act, 1974 relating to
press submitted its report to
the Acting President on
Jannuary 21, according to an
official handout yesterday.

The report contained the
recommendations of the
committee, reports BSS.

The 10-member committee
was formed on Dccember 26
with Justice A. M. Mahmudur
Rahman of the Iligh Court
Division of the Supreme Court

| of Bangladesh as its convcnor.
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eration Desert Storm

No windfall
for defence

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, Jan
23 : The high-tech war
beamed into American living
rooms ecach night from the
Gull is a defence contractlor’'s
dream and a budgel maker's
nightmare defense analysts
agrece that images of smart
bombs [lying down air shalts
and stealth fighters zooming
undetected over Baghdad will
build momentum for more

Ispending on  sophisticated

hardware, reports AP.

Gulf wedding

MUNICIE (INDIANA), Jan
23 : A couple’s wedding cere-
mony ended with a new twist
when the judge finished by
saying "Kendy, you may now
talk to your husband,” Kandy
Green and army Rescrvist
John Lee were denied the
traditional kiss in their

telephone wedding between '

Saudi Arabia and the United
States, but the judge wished
them a long and happy lifctime
whecn they get together,
rcporis AFP.

Fuel rates stopped

NICOSIA, Jan 23 : Iraq said
today it was temporarily sus-
pending fuel sales across the
country. An announcement by

the Oil Ministry, broadcast on

Baghdad radio said, reports
Reuter.

Grim message
NICOSIA, Jan 2 : Iraqis are

getting a grim message [rom
their stale-controlled media,
the Gull war will be long.

The message is slill getting
across despite heavy electronic
jamming and intenstve disrup-
tion of telecommunications

. alfter a wee of relenlless

pounding of Iraqi targets by
the planes of the U. S.-led al-

livs, reports Reuter.

Refugees in Iran

TEHERAN, Jan 23 : More
than 1.000 refugees flecing
Iraq were authorised to
enter lran at the Khasravi bor-

der post, west of here, the o[:.,f

ficial Iranian News Agency Ima
rcported.

Nearly 2,000 foreigners in-
cluded Bangladeshi have fled
Iraq through Iran since the
Gulf war erupted last

Thursday, reports AFP.
Iraqi creativity

NICOSIA, Jan 23 : "The fail-
ure of Patriol missiles in Israel
to intercept Iraqi Scuds was
due to the superior crealivity
of the Iraqi mind,” Baghdad
radio said today. _

Two Patriols were fired at
the incoming Scud but [afled
to intercept the missile, re-
ports Reuler.
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EC talks code
with leaders

et in wrilting.

In vicw ol Lhis, the Election
Commission would like to ac-
quaint itsell with the Lhin
and ideas of the po
ties on this subject.
mission therefore, de-

iR
meceting the

a digcussion

represenia-
tives ol political partics for
which clection symbols have
been .

The mecling will be held on
p.m. atl the
N.E.C. Conlcrence [lall in the
Planning Commission com-
pound al Sher-c-Banglanagar
in Dhaka. :

Invitations o send (wo
represcniatives [from cach

party for attending the mcet-
ing have been sent
to cach such ;chl party,
the press relcase added.

Safety of foreign

nationals must be
ensured : FBCCI

l3angladcsh Fedcralion of
Chambers of Commerce and
Industrics on Wednesday
called for immediate ending of
the Gull war, saying that ft
would bring about a deep cco-
nomic crisis globally and on
the cconomic activitics of
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

The federation in a state-
ment issued sald security and
salcty ol the foreign oflicials
and cmp involved in the
cconomic [iclds of Bangladesh
must be ensured as "our na-
tional responsibility.”

The federation pointed out
that recently in some stray in-
cidents some stall members of
foreign embassies and other
forcigners were harassed. It
called for refraining from such
aclivitiecs for the sake of
upholding the heritage ol our
hospitality. Such indulgences il
allowed unabated would not
only tarnish the national image
but also create impact on the
national economic devclop-
ment activities, the FDBCCI
said.

Mecanwhile, Mr Akbar Kabir,
a former adviser to the gov-
ernment, greeted those politi-
cians who volunteercd to ap-
peal for not harassing the for-
cigners on the plea of the Gulf
conflict. He particularly ex-
pressc«d anxiety at the re-
ported harassment ol some
memhbe«rs of the Christian

commuiiily.
He tirded upon Lhe govern-
ment to sce that the police

achiministration in both urban
and rural districts -ise upto
the situations.

Warrant against
Meillat Editor

The Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate Azizul Huq Bhuiyan
Wednesday issued wm";nl of
arrcs{ against 'Chowdhury
Muhammad PFaruq, Editor,
Printer and Publisher of the

| Daily Mcillat, reports UNB.

The Court i the order
on a defamation suit filed by
Additional Finance Secretary
Dr. Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir.

The case in briel is that the

daily published an editorial in
its issuec of January 3 which

according to the complainant

| (Dr. Alamgir) was allegedly

defamatory in nature and con-
tent.

Dr. Alamgir is the Secretary
Gencral of BCS (Administra-
tion) Association.

Advocaic [3adrul Huda of the
Supreme Court filed the suit

on behall of the complainant.

Little progress

NEW DELHI, Jan 23 : The
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
has intensified  its efforts for
peace in the Gulf both in the
United Nations and Belgrade,

Xinhua.

 Indian External Affairs
Minister V C Shukla ;r;;wd i:
Belgrade on January an
explored Lhe Indian proposal
of organ a greater NAM
initiative with leaders of Yu-

the current chairman

of NAM, lm-lrnurmﬂd
quoting News from Yugoslav

in the United Nations, the

UN Secretary General on

Monday met the Security
Council President as well as
representatives of India, Qatar,
Kuwait and some other coun-
tries as part of the Non-
Aligricd initiative. He later told
reporters, any attempts in
tunc with the Security Council
resolutions deserved .
llowever he mnoted little
had been made so far.

India’'s UN ambassador, Ch-
inmoy Gharckhan, in the last
few days met with other Secu-
rity Councill members [rom
NAM countries lo promote an
initiative for a pause in the Gull
war in order to seck a new so-

hation to the Gulf crisis.

The initiative is at a very
fluid stage, an Indian diplomat
in US said, and no concrele
proposals has emerged as to
what can be done, bul there is
an urgency of feeling that the
Sccurity Council must do
something.

India and Yugoslavia are also
secking to enlist other key-
members including Egypt and
Iran in the proposed NAM
peace initiative. Support is also
being sought from the Soviet
Union, France and [taly, and

the would be to bring
their ideas to the UN Security

in peace

fforts
0 brief stop over in

During his over
Moscow on his way go Bel-
grade yesterday, Shukla met
the Soviet Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Viadimir Petrovisky. The
'wo agreed that the potential
" NAM should be used to pre-
vent further escalation of the
Gull war and to localise and
settle the eonflict in keeping
with US Security Council reso-
lutions.

Meanwhile, Indian Depnty
Minister for External Affairs,
Digvijay Singh, Is gring le
Zimbabwr, Jordan and \lgr ria
for consultations.

e
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San Suu
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lcader Aung

yi. who has spent the past 18 months under house

arrcst, Rangoon-based diplomats said Wednesday.
Australia, which with other major governments froze aid

o Burma In protest at a bloody army crackdown on

demonsirators in 1988, has called for the army to release

Aung San Suu Kyl. reports Reuter .

Trial for insulting Islam

JAKARTA, Jan 23

A Chief Editor wemt on trial

Wednesday, after his weckly tabloid was banned for in=ulting

Islam's holiest

figure. His paper, the Monitor, had been

The novel is about an English student who grows up in
radical political circles in Berlin in the 1920s and 1930s.
Mosley’s father, Sir Oswald Mosley, was a noted fascist leader

in the 1930s, reports AP.

Wang Dan on trial

BEWJING, Jan 23 : Wang Dan, the guiding force of the

student-led 1989 Tiananmen Square

democracy
today on charges of counter-revolutionary
propaganda and incitement. Mr. Wang

went on trial here

movement,

headed the list of 21

students most wanted for organising the demonstrations of
spring 1989. The charges against Mr. Wang, 25, carry a
minimum five years imprisonment. Tight security was in

force as the proceedings began , reports AFP.

Maoists kill 11 in Peru

AYACUCIIO, PERU, Jan 23 : Eleven policemen were killed
on Tuesday when the lorry in which they were riding hit a

landmine planted by Maoist

gucrillas in Lthe road outside

Ayacucho, an impoverished town in the Andean highlands,

police and witnesses said.

The guerilias killed 23 peasants in a village in Huanta
province last week in reprisal for aiding sccurity forces. Two
other peasants were wounded in a scparate attack on

Saturday, police said, reports Reuter.

- Hearing of writ
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prcjudicial acts in order Lo
maintain Pﬂhﬂt salety and pub-
lic order' under Section 3 (1)
(A) of Special Power Act.

Mr. Rafliqul llaq, counsel
appearing for the detenu read

out Lhe ﬂﬂ-zagz petition and

62-page t-in-opposition.
Mr. Haq mainly stressed upon
the s of detention pre-

amble of the Special Powers
Act 1974 and Seetion 2 () and
3(1) (a) of the Special Powers
Act. lle said the whole purpose
of the Special Powers Act is to
prevent a person from deing
any aclivity prejudicial to thc
intcrest of the state. There
must have nexus with the
grounds of detention with the

| order of detention but in this

case Lthere is no nexus between
the order of detention and
grounds of detention.

Mr. Huq further submitted
that the four grounds (although
the learned Attorney General
claimed that all four grounds
were, in fact, one nd)
cicarly show that the tion
order was not to pre-
vent the detenu from doing

quml:tl:g nst the public
safety public order, but for
the safety of the detenu him-
scll which is against the very
decfintion of the Section 2(f) of
the Special Powers Act 1974.

Ife submitied that the pur-
posc of the detcntion is to

prevent a person [rom preju-
dicial activities but in in-

stant case the purpose is lo
prevent the detenu from par-

tion order was passed
and for collateral purpose and

the unds are all vague and
h-:EO-

Mr. Haq further stated Lhat
Mr. Ahmed is ready to face
charge, il any in ordinary law
of the land and till o-day no

such case is pending against
him.

Mr. Haq, former At-
lnnry'ﬂct-:nlw fl.l.:l'tr submit-
ted that he was surprised lo
sce that Mvh-oppmm:rn
was swarn by a .
Aoer wih R vl aegations
and not based on offigial
records. He that the
t Covernment is a nou-
tral government and its only
motio is to hold a free and Luir
clections in the couniry;
therefore the allegation

- expressed

contained in para-11 of the
afMdavit-in-opposition "that the
detenu has a powerful
background to destablise the
present situation and thereby
he is quite capable to endanger
public safety and public order”
was not a correct statement of
fact derived from official
record. '

The hearing of the case was
adjourned at 4. p. m. It will re-
sume today I'T'I'l:‘ur-dly] as a
part heard matter.

Earlier in the morning Mr.
Aminul Hagq, General
prayed for adjournment of the
hearing for onc which was

opposed by Mr. | Haq. As
a result the hearing of the case
started at 2 pm.

Mr. | Hag, assisted
Kazi t Hossain and
Azizul Haque for the
petitioner while Mr. Aminul

Haque, Altorney General was
assisted by Mr. Abdul Wadud
Bhuiyan, D. A. G. Mr. A. F. Has-
san Arif D. A. G. and Mr. Fakrul
Islam A. A. G.

Hasina
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Awami League chiefl Sheikh
Hasina leaves here this morn-
ing for Chitl on a four-
day visit to greater Chit-
tagong disriet on clection
campaign, a parly press re-
lease said on W .

BN
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nied Lhe parly's Scerelary
General,

Salam Talukdar said they
their resentment
about the [ailurd to nab the
“corrupl ministers”, who are
not only floyting law, but also

 dared lo contest the polls,

All the wanled former min-

nlunmwrw
© 27 elections as’ Jatiya Party

candidales.

He said they also reviewed
with the Acting President the
law and order situation and
measures for holding free and
[air polls.

Law Reforms
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for Naws or inconsisicncies, if
any, and 1o recommend repeal
of laws considered outdated
and unnecessary, the Press
Note said.

The government has, there-
fore, dissolved the commission
rﬂmwlnmﬂlu
imi




