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"mnm thetr fortifications as U'llnl
klh“h the south for a possible ground offensive,

reports AFP.

avoid US and alked bombing rn'kln
1Wehard of the marine 2nd diviston

MM‘I‘M@’ -svr--n-dulnuu

alerf Tuesday at Adana. near a base st Inciplik In
southern hm-unhlhmdhynnull-ﬁlrﬂm
later. offivial sowroes in Ankara said, ,
13\enhﬂmmdtﬂatimﬂﬂllg=lr, l“ﬁ'fm
Divarbakir. 350 kilometres (150 miles) !'rn the Iraqi border.
where the US monitoring station at Pirinelik ts huud the

The warning was down-graded to a so-called alert” 13

:umilvstﬂﬂrl!ﬂﬂfﬂﬂylnnﬂlltt alert. signifying an all-clear,
at I‘“ﬂm it said

I 's museum ed : iraqsaxd Us
pikols waged the lragi  national museum during an air raid

on llaghdad Tuwesday Baghdad radio said, reports Reuter from
Nwosia.

It said. a aumber of archacologisis and other specialists were

iared in the atlack.
lnulto 6 Patriots $ ismed which v

.usﬂiillihllll.:‘ Imib:dhm
qud._ . pressure year to the ant
missile defences, AP.

The Patriats on | intercepted, some lrags rockets,, but
one of Lthe Scuds in the TEIHW“MMII

hﬂilﬁﬂin]u-.rh:l. It was the first firing al the Patriols in Isracl
uinul:, were afrlified thepe on Saturday. along with 150 US -

ll:m- : T b ;
mwuhhmhnanldlur-l“ﬂlhnrtly
hirﬂve to six US Patriot systems in place and, in the ncar
futare, lzuyﬂennumldheo.rqull

| Sikhs kill 8:in'Punjab ; s..

scparatists gunmed down Liﬁ?!l'l civilian$ 1n PPunjab as sccurity
forces shot dead onc Sikh militants in the troubled north

Stkh

Indian state,

Tuesday. reports AFP.

20 min;u

of unknown tﬁr he said.

All the kilhngs occured late Monday,

Sirsgr cted Stk gaerillas mspilgning for
e oot Lhrmum in six separple altacks across the stale..

EH{:rji!mI GI:ﬁ' P‘%m struck
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Allied bid to capture

the Press Trust of india (PT1) in New Delhi said

saidl.
killed

lh::nﬂm

Ltgg have atlacked qm: in Qujf m
ap e sink m::l'tl'tm.ul.lﬂnﬂilﬂjlpﬂ in
Riy; uai:l on "Duthy Reuter,

US A6 -unct‘hmln the
an Iragi ship capable of laying

"The nlﬂpmkﬁdl:adlnlhmlcr :-T;.kﬁnl.ﬂ
reported that the ship “appeared Lo be i
lﬂlfrmﬂwmmalgmmwﬂmmﬂulmhﬂdmwhnm

patrol aircrafl
Pepin said.

e E— e

Saddam not ruled out

WASTIINGTON, Jan 23: Th:
White House said yesterday it
couild noet rale outl an attcmpl
by alllied forcess lo capturc
iraqi leader Saddam Hussein
to lace charges of mhtruung
prisoncrs  of war (POWs), re-
poris Reuter. :

“We're saving that we be-
lieve Saddam Hu sheuld
be held accountable for his
trcatment of the POWs and
other erimes  shouid | they be
deemed having been commit-
wed.” White louse spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater tokd re-
poriers.

Asked if that could ﬂ}l-u}
the saplure and arrest o
Saddam oa .
charges. Fitzwater said: "No
déMstons have beeri made o
how that might occur... Bul in
some¢ fashion we do intend

to hold him aecountable fWeg'l

have to wail and see
things unfold. Certainly no
ing's been ruled oul.”

tum ﬁ'om a ﬂﬂlﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬂ
Jordan.

e said hrml'l'uhl:' was
despatched w 'Jordan ~ on
Sunday to hear Ki tus-

' scin's Views' ‘on the Galf war

and discuss a gr-wing prob-
lem of refiigees fluoding into

' Jordan from Iraq.

war - crimes,

[i¢ said Armitage had car-
ried no ‘particular offer to
Jordan from the
States. U.S. Jordanian Ues have
been strained over H.irg Hus-
scin's allegiance 1© rna over

uwail.

its A IH! sic

MANAMA, Jan 28:- The
Kuwaiti government in nr.ihfl'l
Saudi Arabia said Tuesday
the destruction by "irag u{ dl
installations in occupicd

Huwailmndc&mlﬁuﬂh of
the Emlmiclnut!rol'm

The destruction of l.ht: in-
stallations places greater re-

United .

#

~ Stall

¢ if Iraq really fires oil wells'

International

Bush nét functioning as C-in-C

Generals assi gned

Prestdent George Bush, though
Commander-in Chicl of the US
Armied Forces, is leaving the
of the war against lraq
hands of his comman-
ders in the feld. reports AFP.
Since the war began last
W Mr. Bush has been
rhlh e,
tlrﬁ"l developments. Dut he
hu.mulqihhtl'lr:m-n

ex war ta the

#“l‘”lh and intensify-

E: diplomacy to
oohesion of the
-nl-lnq lnternnthrml rnul
thon.

Mr. Bush and his m
political advisers have allowed
the commanders in the field 1o
do what they think is coerrect.
sald General Norman
Schwarzkopl. the commander
of US forces in the Gulfl

“Cl:oﬂoully we briefl them

But they're nl'ﬁ-;ing the
commanders in the feld o
conduct this war and we nrc

rnnni thankful - for that he

WASHINGTON, Jan 28 : .. Ms. Bush knows war. cspe-

But ‘was the military
chiels, ﬂm Schwarzkopl and

Gencral Colin Powell, Armed
Forces Chiel of Stall. who de-
termined thal strategy. con-
vinving politicians of the nced
for a massive attack to avoid
repeating the' drawn-out and
devasiating Ulﬂm war ex-
rience.

Military lcaders make the
decisions in the ficld. As White
Housce Chiel of Swaff. John Su-
nunu Lo told the Wl--hlmm I'osl,

M hush “doesn’t say let's see,
Irug has 38 Scud missiles and
we've gotten 13 of them' and
tell the Generals ‘why don't
you try this or that” 1o elimi-
nate them all.

Mr. Bush “understands

ly more than any reeent
President that you can't have
political figures manage a mihi
tary operation.” Mr. Sumini
said.

Since the fAghting began.
the President has visiled the
Defence Department only
ofice. last Friday. 1o atiend a
war hiplefing tn the lank

the

retreat in
GCua

cultivated throughowt his pres-

an image he has

cy. Mr. Bush does not
want to give the impression
during a crisis that he is
swamped by detafls, as former
President Jimmy Carter was
characterised, or. al the other
extreme., that he is out of
touch, a criticiam [requently
lobbed at his predecessor,
Romald Reagnn.

Depuly Foreign Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said that
to the best of his knowledge
US Patriot missiles fatled 10
intercept any of the lrag
missiles fired at Tel Aviv.

ragl weagons sugghed by Moscow

Mosdow, Jan :3 nde-
pendent Soviet ngcnt:]r
Interfax quoted an unidentified
member of the Soviet Gencral

mtertlagr saying 90 per
cent of all allied air strikes
against Iraq had missed their
largets, reports-Reuter.

Interfax quoted the officer
as saying nhlt I air bases
and aircraflt had ﬁhﬁ:n hit in
{he massive bombardment and
aboutl 30 anti-aircrall systems
remained intact. If said 11
anli-pircraft units had Been

knocked out.

"Ninety per cent of the
strikes hayve not hit any tar-
getl."Inurrlhx quoted the Gen-

eral as saying.
"A large part of the Jraqi
aircraft and airports have not
been hit, despite all claims Lo
the contrary. Air bases in |
are very well camoullaged a
extremely o detect,” the
General

Inlcrhx m no details of
the, ﬂcmmi 8 sourcc or

90 pc allied strikes
miss targets

whether his assessment was

'shared by the General Staff.
Most Iraql weapons sysiems

were supplied by the Soviel
Untion and there has been
some alarm herc at reports of
allied military success in de-
feat®g them.

i

The Gencral Stall source
wus quoted as saying the U.S.-
led coalition forces had used
bad weather as an excuse o
ground many aircralt while
they reviewed their strategy.

AP from Born adds: A war
opponent in the Europcan Par-
ltament said Tuesday he had
information indicating thou-
sands of civilians have been
killed or wounded in allied
bombing raids on |

Dieter Schinzel, rnu:- is also
a member ol Germany's oppo-
sition social democrats, said
two lragis who had fled o
Jordan via Baghdad had tclc-
phoned him with reports from
the besteged country .

« Spokesmen for the gov-
‘ernment and the defense min-
istry said they had no informa-
tion on Schinzel's claims. Nei-
ther the lraqis nor the Ameri-
cans have released such high
numbers of casualtics. The

parfiamentarian accused the
United States and lraq of
playing a "computcr game” by
disclosing only the number of
sortics and jets downed and
not reporting casualties.

- He satd Washinglon was do-
ing so to keep U.S. support for
the war high and Daghdad to

kecp morale from plummeting,
Schinzel said thc two Iragis
called him because their rela-

tives knew him from his many

past trips o iraq.
While downtown Baghdad

was not greatly damaged, he
quoted them as saying outly-
ing reglons had been devas-
tated and “scveral thousand
civilians have been lu’led or
injured.”
"There are mlnjr many
problems. Many buildings. nol
only strategic buildings. arc
destroyed. Also those where
people are living." Schinzel

"d‘hfl said the two Iraqls could
noi give more precise figures.
Schinzel mel later Tuesday
with the Iraqi ambassador in
Bonn. but said he had no new
information after the meeting.

He also reported a shortage
of doctors, rmunning water and
electricity.

“They can't get doclors 1o
the areas. They have problems
with transport and they have
problems ... with obtaining the
necessary medical cquipment,”
Schinzel added.

Destruction makes liberation urgent: Kuwait
'Kuwait could burn for a year

ﬁizﬂﬂiﬂ said the objec- | goonsibility on the interna- "ﬁ'u. scientists claimed that
_ qu H‘.T u. i.“::i n'; tional mw mm :l:rw tcams ';mmulmpﬂyhﬂ
"fﬂ,.‘ from ' Kuwait. - "'stau. an {31: . ﬁk&- t would prove
MIlmwh ' atates ol the m scale and ﬁ:m-l'!ty
m ﬂﬂ.ﬁ : s 96, thia m wur:?d hcut
:é “sitid m,my wié o | Er .

cially takeh o anean destroy-

ing- . w- vast mﬂW‘:

arsenal
We are not targeting Sad-

d:um  Hussein and not ¢ hang-
img our policy.” Filzwater
catd. "We can't tell what's go-

ing to happen at the end of |

the war.”

But asked il stability of the
region might depend on Sad-
dam  being ousted  from
power, Fitzwaler . said that
when the war was
allies "will take a look al the
other security necds and sce
what needs to be dealt with.”,

The White House
spokésman said lormer_Assis-
tant - .Secretary of Silale
Richard Armitage was lo re

Nawaz Sharif
‘holds talks
with Rafsanjani

NICOSIA, Jan 23! lranian
Prefifdent’ Hashemi Rafsanjant
met/ on Tuesday with Pakistani
Prime Minister Nawaz ‘Sharil,
who flew in carlier to discuss
the Gulf War. reports AP,

Tehran telcvision, moni-
torgd. In Nicosia. said bath
ld:q.dcnl eXp
OVET qlc situatic

Sharil arrived mr‘lricr fn the
day on l,hc sl Jeg of a I'mllr
1na t swing. He
wa 9"" ue Lo Icﬁ Tehran for
Ank‘nrd w]edmida}n and also
phn?j 1o visit Egypt and Syria.

Sharif is upder pressure
rom dally demonstrations in
ki Lan against the war in the
Ciull

over the |

:u:d concern

- IS,

of damage ofl wells and stor-
age tanks in Kuwait. Baghdad
had thrcatened to sct the
whole Gulf on fire if the US-led
allies attempted to dislodge 1
from Kuwait.

Mr Al-Yacoub said this lat-
cst eriminal act ‘'showed iragis
dcspair and 1ts recognition of
defeat” in the Gull conflict.

UN adds: War in the Gull
would cause a human and coo-
logical catastropc on an un-

precedented scale il Iraq ig-
nitm:l ‘Kuwatit's oil wells. scien-
tists'  said Wednesday
London.

Il Iraq has planted mines in
the Kuwafti ofificlds, the re-
sulting fires could htlfn for
well over a o
John Cox, a t':hl.'.l'nlm‘l engincer
and inde ndl:nl consultant

to a large uﬂ mrﬁ;hny* wm‘ktnﬂ
in the Gulf.
wm, hur-'

He told a ny
riedly convened in the | t nl’

developments i the Gull

sis, thal the humin% !ﬂ:l‘lp
would spew out

halfl a mill‘hn tnnm of nmnh:
a month. That {s chotigh. he
said, ‘10 prompt serfous re-
gional climate chhnﬂ:n The
most dramatic of those could

'be the fathure of thé Astan

monsoons. which the' lives of
upwards of 1,000 mfifion Fm

plt, depend.

F‘rac;urcd pipclines lmd
wells rmld aldo millions
of ba of crude | ‘to the
waters 1o the Guif fisell, creat-
ing a°d for m e

(saster
far ter than any ofl 'spill
I'rnmm kers seen so far, he

mem.m

that lraig-had, begun to destray.

in -

-shoou
Wﬁwﬁj

that he had been mntneu:dhy

the US government and was .

willing to go il necessary. buts

had notl yet signed a contractl.

The smnkr: the fires pro-
duce counld be sufficient to cut
sunlight and reduce daytime
temperatures in the arca by as
much as 20 dcgml: Selcius , Dr
Cox said.

The fires wuukl also churn
oul carbon dioxide, the most
important "greenhousc” gas,
and a cocktail of toxic gascs
ine sulfur, diexide. the

The making of Kuwait

Bombay and Za
is best in Gulf

ruling dynasty

gas responsible for the forma-

Kuwait was once famous for its

salling ships. Some reached
S ad nzibar. Its harbour

1756-72
Sheikh Sabah al-Owel founds

1899
Frntel:tlun treaty with Britaln.
Kuwait becomes important as
terminus of Baghdad railway

tion of acid rain.

3asil Butler, managing di-
rector of DBritish Petroleum
with responsibility for hcalth.
safety and the environment.
said that discussions were al-
ready taking place over ways
of dealing with such a crisis. "l
belteve we have a very major

problem on our hands if the
wcllht.ads are blown ofl by the
Iragis”. He told The Indepen-
dent (London) that 1t could

lahra® @

take “perhaps a year” lo cope
with all tht.. fires in Kuwait's
oil titkds, * depending on how
m '¢h resources you put inio
dealing with ",

. Dr Cox estimates that fires
in the wellheads could burn as
much as 3 millon barrels of
crude ofl a day.

Abdullah Toukan. scientific
adviser to King Hussein ol
Jordan. first rajsed the issne of
the environmental impact of a

Kuwait
Mena Al
Ahmad! ® g LIELT

Lol ¢ “A;S:III
British foil Turkish attempt to §
occupy Kuwait
4
}I?Itm recognises Sheikh as
independent ruler
1915 1081
Surrender of Mesopotamiz 14 June: Treaty of 1899 terminated.
mlnﬂuﬂimm?ﬂu Eull .hmuh:i
- W Iparinace Fnll::nt Kassem declares
iraqg.
1938
wmml,m“lh mlﬂcl:‘:hlﬂttlmﬂmm
pllﬂﬂll'lllﬂml"ﬂ'l'ﬁ August: Troops pull 0 -
1990 %
o | exploitation starts _ iy
III “n:nlnu economy Aug 2: Iraq invades &

/

& war, reports
The broud swath of on man's land

. conference

The Toily -3

Fight AIDS, not Arabs

NEW YORK: AlDS
opening mimnes of a

protesters on [uwesday disrupled the

US releviminon news

programme
chanting “Nghl mids. not Arabs’ -ndfufrudwpu-_
briefly off the air  reports Rewier
hmmmmmwcmm“m——l
newscater Dan Rather imtroduced himscll wvoices chanting
Fight AIDS not Arabs” could be heard off camera and a male
protester with a sign appeared m front of Rather's desh
The man was hustied off canmrra and Rather satd. "were
#ing 1o Lake a break for a commercial right now We break for
a commercial” The screen thern wen! blank for several

sconnds.

Oon rather

take that from

studio.

I'll:nhhmrﬂcthhmhfﬂlﬂmntmulﬂy You
your life around continous news

g _Hm -
had tried to disrupt the broadeast and were

for that and

coverage.”

Htlﬂm“mhiu'-m'ﬂ-

b_&hmﬂhu“hﬂnm

Military support groups and
several

ﬂl‘mhﬂm
who fear they cannol
television war coverage.

e s e g

It's a hell of a place to fight war

IN NORTHERN SAUDI ARABIA:

Inthe tduwn chill. when the

breeze is rich in scents and too gentle to rarm ~inel . the desert
can be thrilling. even beautiful. But it is a Iwil ol a place W fight

AP,

ing Desert Storm

forces from their Iragi foes defies all cliches abowt the Arabtan
désert. It 1s sandy. but rocky. There are dunes. are dunes, but

also marshes.
Now. with s

sinkholes cal
Moslly.

rains. there are lakes and rivilets and
"spbkhas” that can swallow a tank
the northern desert is a desolate.

fcatureless

mmmpcthlnnbrlﬂﬁhmnmuﬂhw Soon. it s Hkely to
be 1 killing field.

Chinese student on trial : chinese

student leader Wang Dan went on triml in
charges of counter-revolutionary p
the H:ijinn intermediate people’
Mr. Wang,

Wednesdav on

move to prevent war

BELORADE. Jan 23
Non-Algin<d gronp ol Hltiur-
may launch o diplomatic ini-
tiative to try and prevent the
and to
restore peace lo the region,
Indtan Foreign Minister Vidya
Charan Shukla told a news
here Tuesday.
reports AFP.

Mr Shukla. speaking here
after talks with his Yugoslav
opposite number Budimir Lon-
car said the Non-Aligned
Movement interned to launch
a collective effort 1o define the
ways in which a sohition to the
Gulf crisis could be found. i

The ministers whose coun-

war He put the fligure at
around 10 million barrcis a
day.

fut Butler disputes that
fircs in the oflwels wonld
throw up as much smoke and
dust as Dr Cox claims. "In
lerms of dust loading, you only
have to be in Kuwaft in normal
circumstances to  sce the
amount of dust around. Natu-
ral events are far more signifi-
cant than what might occur in
Kuwait's otlwells”.

Organisers of thc sympo-
stum, including Frank Barnaby.
the nuclear physicists and
weapBhns expert, announced
the formation of an emer-
gency task force. It aims 1o
be an international group of
independent scientists. bring-
ing to bear ‘the best scientific
brains” to tackle the problem.
The goal is to pul together a
document for politicians be-
fore the 15 January deadline

- after which the UN Security

Councfl has agreed 1o the use
of force 1o make lrag leave

Kuwaif

Saudi unils ass to the
front line ncar Kuwail to
demonstrate  Arab resolve
moved to positions behind US
orces the first night of the
war, angering some American
and British soldicrs,

Saudi officials acknowledge
the pullback but insist it was,

Arn:rh:ln mililary sources
said. the US command knecw
about it in advance, but they
did not know how far in ad-
vance. The US command has
refused official comment.

A Saudi official quoted
anonymously by the Saudi
Press Agency sald the with-
drawal was well in ad-
vance of hostilites and de-

iries are both prominent
members of the movement,
expressed concern at the

course the CGull war
was taking.

Only an inftiative coming
from the Non-Aligned Move-
ment has any chance of suc-
ceeding in ending the confliet.
Mr. Shukia said.

Reuter adds from United
Nations Secretary General
Javier Pecrez [De Cuellar on
Tuesday appealed to Iraq to
withdraw its troops [rom
Kuwait and said there was no
justification for Baghdad's
Send  missile strikes against
Isracl.

The scramble for =»
inittative to end the Guill war
was being pursuwed vigorously
among Third Werld Nations at
the UN but without any sign of °
interest from Iraq eor the
Unfied States.

Perez De Cuellar, in his first
formal statement since the
war began, said he had wit-
nessed with pmfound griel and
anxicty the increasing severity
of the war and the widening
of the area of hostilities.

To prevent further death
and destruction. he asked
Iragi authoritics o respond
positively to his carlier appeal
andd commil themselves o
withdraw from Kuowan

Bid to seek
'
Saddam's
-exit: 7

LONDON, Jan 23: A Lon- |
don on Wednesday
quoted ° an lraql opposition
jeader as saying seven men |
were shot dead in Baghdad
last week when they tried to
broadcast a TV message uwrg-
ing the everthrow of President
Saddam Hussein. reports  AP.

The respected liberal
ncwspaper The Cuardian

Abdul Aztz al-Hakim as
saying lraql security forces
killed the seven as they tried
to occupy the mam Lelevision
station in the Iragi capital.

The r identified Abdul
Aziz al-Hakim as a Shi'tfle Mus-
lim and senfor opposition
leater who was one of two
Saadam o nts who met
with British Foreign Offiec of-
ficials in London on Monday.

The paper him us
saying two of the men killed
were sentor members of
iraq's ruling Raath Party. He
did not reveal thelr names. '

“The men planned lo
1o the

broadcast o messagde




