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Time for Serious Negotiations

With the hope of an early end to the Gulf war
fading and both President Bush and the Iragi
leader bracing themselves for a longish war, ef-
forts for a peaceful solution to the Gulf war is be-
ing intensified. Several countries and groups of
countiries are taking separate and collective ini-
tiatives to strengthen the peace efforts.

Bangladesh has joined the NAM (Non-Aligned
Movement) initiative led by its current chairman
Yugoslavia. The move is to get Iraq to comply with
the Security Council resolution demanding an
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, President Gor-
bachev has sent a note to the Iragi leader a few
days back, which the Sovieits have termed as
'‘keeping communication channel open'. Quiet
lobbying by India and few North African coun-
tries, especially Algeria, is also going on. In a bold
move the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr. Nawaz
Sharif has embarked on a tour of four Muslim
countries—Iran, Turkey, Syria and Egypt— in
search of a peaceful solution of the Gull war.

We weilcome all initiatives for peace. But we
must remember that this war started not for any
want of peace initiatives but for a lack of interest
on the part of the warring parties to move away
from their entrenched positions. In this regard it
must be mentioned that the Iraqi President
showed a consistent inflexibility that did not con-
tribute towards a serious diplomatic effort to pre-
vent the war from brea out.

During the first few days of war, Iraq has
shown a greater ability to withstand the Allied at-
tack than was [irst imagined. Its resilience has
surprised all. This is all the more indicative of the
fact that the war will drag on longer than at first
anticipated. This realisation must strengthen our
resolve to find a peaceful $olution. The NAM ini-
tiative, in which Bangladesh is actively participat-
ing, is something the Iraqi leader should con-
sider seriously. The commitment of NAM coun-
tries to the Palestinian cause has been principled
and consistent. President Saddam can count on
the support of all these countries for a more
forceful and active participation in finding a solu-
tion for the Palestinian problem, once he agrees
to withdraw from Kuwait. Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil, who is known to have close relationship
with Iran, and is linked to Turkey under a new
regional formula, can convey a similar message.
However, his credibility with Saddam is greatly
lowered by the presence ol Pakistani troops on
the side of the multinational force.

Southeast Asian countries, especially Malaysia
and Indonesia haVe so far kept a low prolile on
the Gulf issue. Their traditional links with the

Arab world. including Iraq, places them in a good
position to help the peace process.

On the other hand the US and other members
ol the UN Security Council should also show some
signs of agreement to work towards the solution
of the Palestinian issue and other Middle East
problems at some stage, sooner the better. All
this cannot be done in the open. Through secret
diplomatic negotiations some formula will have to
be worked out that persuades Iraq to withdraw
from Kuwait.

Gulf War and Vegetables

The beat of a butterfly's wings, according to
chaos theory, can set off a complex chain of events
which culminates in a typhoon on the other side
of the world. This rudimentary attempt to explain
causality seems to satisfly a basic human perception
of the inter-relatedness of things. How can we
pick a path through life if everything is disjointed,
unrelated?

Like all the best theories, it pleases because of
its all-embracing simplicity. Its flaw is that it offers
no guide on how to establish the chain of events
that it postulates. Which beat of which
metaphorical butterfly's wings set ofl the events
that has led to the Gulf War? If only we could tell,
perhaps we could prevent such a conflict re-
occurring by interfering with the chain.

These musings on the links beiween distant
events are provoked by the news that the price of
vegetables in Bangladesh has risen because of a
beat of a butterfly's wings, or at least because of
events in the [ar-away Gulf. Some of the
connections are clear - a sustained rise in the
price of oil may indeed force up costs in this
country. Others are more lenuous, Or more
tortuous.

We recall a period in the late 1960s when
lychees suddenly became unobtainable in Chinese
restaurants in Britain. Puzzled customers, denied
their just desserts, received no satisfactory answer
when they asked waiters for an explanation. In due
course, a briel item aboul the forbidden f[ruit
appeared in a newspaper. The issue was given the
authority of print. Within days rumours spread that
lychees were unobtainable because China was
preparing for war and had therefore stopped
exporting food.

The rumour provided a neat link between cause
and effect, filling in that difficult gap between the
butterfly’'s wings and the typhoon. It was, for a
time, as convincing as the real explanation. which
was a misdirected consignment of tins of lychees,
which finally turned up at their proper destination
and thus averted fears of war.

In the case of ladesh in 1991, the war is
real but some of the fears of its effects are less
firm. It seems that a number of people well versed
in chaos theory are cashing in on the public's
perception of cause and effect to push up prices
which are not logically connected. There is little
that can be done against hoarders and profiteers,
except ensure as far as possible that adequate
supplies of affected products are available - and to
remind ourselves that the link between the war,

however serious its implications, and some of the
reactions being experienced in Bangladesh are
about as real as the chain of events between the
beat of a butterfly's wings and a typhoon on the
other side of the world six months later.

Ethiopian disaster Alrica

FWE years altcr the greal

is again threatened by
famine which could wipe out
over 10 million lives In
Ethiopia, Niger, Sudan, Angpla
and Mozambique
Aid agencics
Aid and Oxfam are worriced
that the overall death toll
could exceed that of the
Ethiopian [amine of 1984-85.
What makes the situation so
alarming, says a United Na-
tions report of December
1990 is the poor responsc
from donors.
In 1990 Mozambique

asked 200,000 tonnes of

maize for free distribution to
1.9 million starving pcople.
November, halfway lhl‘lz
the appeal period,
110,000 arrived.

only

says Annc LI -
n¥ Oxfam: 'Flt?;e
of the eastern

from Alrica... Besides social
infrastructure and services
arc ruined and it is unlikely
that these fragile, war-wea
govcrnments can cope wit
their disasters.” It seems,
then, that the solution to the
current famine in Africa is
nol neccessarily increased
donor support, but reso
the civil wars that dllpl::?
millions of civilans wheo,
given peace, could casily feed
themselves. '

More than 1.5 million in

the western Sudan
of Darfur have seen their

such as Action

by Ogen John Kevin Aliro

It is no coincidence that areas threate

conflict. The solution to the

running civil war, not
In and
the sofls and rains are suffi-
cient to su the m-
inan agricultural popula-
tions. Dut the s r:-n
doned their o escapec
fighting between government
forces and rebels.
The US-backed UNITA of
Jonas
roads

of emergency supplies a
month. an average
13,000 tonnes is being mowved
due to limitations of war. Con-
voys must oflen wail for mili-
lary escorts to protect them
against attacks by the rebel
Renamo movement.

In some cascs, journcys
take much longer because

trucks must be preceded by
heavy equipment opening

up long-issued roads, or im-
provising fords over rivers
where

the US and South

PEET

su remains in the
of DPCCN simply because
insecurity makes such work
unattractive to truck
owners. In November

time, it will not
the drought has been worse.
No. It will be because beoth
the West and the Sudancse
government are using food as
a political weapon.

The West, led by the US, is
hcsitant about  helping lamine
victims in Sudan, citing the
Islamic fundamentalist
crnment's support for the
Iragf invasion of Kuwait in
August. This does not seem to
worry the rnment in
Khartoum, which secs famine
as a weapon to punish South-
erners for their support of the
recbel Sudancse Peoples Lib-
eration Army [SPLA).

aﬁlﬁlﬂuﬂrnq.

y Peace can Bring Hope of Plenty

Even cinims of “donor fa-
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not be . Next
round, in the salfety of
farms, the millions
threatended with starvation
will

OGEN JOIIN KEVIN ALIRO
is Assistant Editor of the We-

ekly Topic in Kampala

q LTHOUGH much younger

in age among the wor-

" id's nation states, the
44-year old Indian Union of
States appears to be
all the signs of a dilapid
building with cracks bursting
out from diflerent corners of
its structure. Secessionist
trends which first punctured
Lthe new-born Indian state in
the carly 1950s with the Naga
and Mizo insurgents trying to
brecak away from India, and
later exploded iInto what
appcars today as recalcitrant
terrorism in Punjab and
Kashmir, have now erupted in
Assam in the shape of an
armed  struggle for inde-
pcndence. This latest has
forced New Declhi to despatch
30,000 armed personnel to
flush out from jungles and hills
the gucrillas of the ULFA
(United Liberation Front of As-
sarmn).
A few significant aspects of
these secessionist movements
in India should be noted. First,
all the allected states are situ-
ated on the periphcries of the
country. Nagaland (as well as
Manipur from where also the
Naga insurgents along with the
local Meitl rebels are operat-
ing) borders Burma, while Mi-
zoram is flanked by Bangladesh
on the west and Burma on the
cast. Both Punjab and Kashmir
border Pakistan in the north.
Assam borders Bangladesh.
Thus, geopolitically the insur-
gents in these states might en-
joy advantages of not only a
safe retreat in a foreign terri-
tory, but also of military aid
and training as alleged by a
foreign power.

Sccondly, there is a qualita-
tive difference between the
idcology and the nature of op-
crations by the sécessionists
in the north-west (Punjab and

"Kashmir) and those of their

counlerparts in the north-east

by Sumanta Banerjee

What are the causes for these uprisings ? Primarily two: the Indian government'’s
attitude of indifference to grievances of these areas and again the government'’s de-
termination to impose a centralised system on them.

Secessionist Movements Crack
Corners of Indian Union

(Nagaland, Mizoram, Manipur
and Assam). While in the
fﬂﬂmn l]“ m h PIIII-I'
ily based on religious funda-
mentalism and the tactics on
terrorism [often indiscrimi-
nale), in the latter, the ideol-
ogy of the various insurgent
groups is oriented towards
their respective tribal identi-
ties with a tinge of socialist
rhetoric and their tactics
mainly based on gucrilla op-
erations and quite often, full-
fledged military formations to
coniront the Indian army.

In Punjab in the north-
west, the Sikh secessionists
gathered around numerous
armed groups are aiming at an
independent ‘Khalistan’ based
on their strict interpretation
of tenets of Sikhism-tenets
which were formulated in the
16th-17th centurics, much of
which have not only lost their
relevance today, but are also in
direct conllict with the needs
and tastes of the modern gen-
eration. Thus, the Khalistanis
are insisting on every Sikh
man wearing beard and turban
and cvery Sikh woman cover-
ing her head! Those who defy
are targets of Khalistani terror-
ism. The terrorists are not
only wreaking their vengeance
rcpresentatives of the

Indian government-bureau-
crats, police and security

forces-but also upon opponents

within their own Sikh com-
munity as well as Hindus, (who
constitute over 40% of Pun-
jab's population). Similarly, in
Kashmir, the two main seces-
sionist groups -- the JKLF
(Jammu and Kashmir Libera-
tion Front, which wants andjp
independent Kashmir) and
Hizb'ul Mujahideen (which
favours Kashmir's integration

with Pakistan)- swear by Islam,

and are imposing the 'purdah’
on womecn. Like the Khalista-
nis, the Kashmiri sccessionists
also are being trained
by Pakistan are primarily
resorting to terror tactics di-
rected

ment

Indian govern-
liberal and sccu-
lar minded Kashmiri Muslim
individuals and leaders, and
Hindus. '

The secessionists of the
norith-east on the other hand
are mn! for their respece-
mlhrrcf h:?zﬂu. and have
S0 rain rma
killing of non-tribal pgrom
from ressing any religious
flundamentalist doctrine. The
NSCN (National Socialist

Council of Nagaland), the PLA
(People's Liberation Army) of

publication in these columns should be| "H"k God fof that.

I Letters for on i
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted.
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

L address.

Austerity

Sir, As a citizen of one of
the poorest amongst the third
world countries, |1 feel it is
time that we think seriously
about what is coming to us and
take some constructive auster-
ity measures immediately.

l. Introduce petrol rationing
with immediate effect
without any leniency to any
one -- to be followed with
strict rigidity.

2. Rationing of essential
commaodities.

3. Put an effective check on
price hike of essentials.

4. Restriction on the generous
grant of foreign exchange
with relaxation only to
foreign exchange earners.

5. Effective control in use of
fuel and power.

Time has come we should
learn to sacrifice our personal

.comforts for a greater cause.

Ever since Independence we
have not sacrificed anything in
the truest sense of the term.
Any corruption to compromise

However, all communica-

the above are to be dealt with
iron hand. Above all a commit-
lee should be formed with a
High Court Judge to oversec
its implementation.

AM. Faiz
Dhaka -1205

Conservative
journalism

Sir, | congratulate you on
the appearance of your daily..
which at least at first sight
seem's to reflect the sober and
reflective point of view. | think
in the deluge of irresponsible
Lc:‘.'rnnlinm which seems to

e travelled with us since
British rule, your paper may be
one of those rare exceptions
which project the solid and
conservative point of view.

Although ' this view has
never been popular, history is
proving that radicalism of all
sorts is quite destructive. Not
only is communism buried in
the land it first took roots, but
it has withered in all other
places incuding Bangladesh.

Conservativesm docsn't
stand against progress. On the
contrary it supports develop-
ment by not taking unneces-
sary risks. Europe and North
American’s supremacy is
a result of following that stance
and nobody can deny that
Japan is such a mighty eco-
nomic power, because both in
polites and business it re-
mains faithful to conservatism.

Let your paper become the
voice of the people, who are
tricd and lested, true to their
task and willing to accept
scorn by doing what they think
is right, ignoring the scorn.

Bashir Afzal
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Parks

Sir. Dhaka has a number of

rks some ol them quite old,
ike the Ramna Park, which
has existed for a very long
time. However, the point
which | would like to stress is
that, parks should be planned
in such a way that they provide
a relief from the mundane
hard conecrete of which our
city is built of. The emphasis
must be as much as possible on
natural set up and beauty. More
trees, more grass, more
greenery, rows of flower beds
is the magic of a . both for
the young and the old. Unlfor-
tunately, often we find con-

Manipur, and the ULFA in As-
sam arc at prescnlt the main
sccessionist groups operaling
in the area. Unlike the Khalis-
tanis and Kashmiri terrorists,
they arc not patronized by any
foreign government, bul thcy
have found shelter in the bor-
dering Kachin state of north
Burma where for many years
now the writ of Rangoon has
not been running. Through co-
ordination with Burmese sc-
cessionist groups (which have
becn fighting Rangoon for
more than four d now)
like the KIA (Kachin Indepen-
dent ), these norih-east
Indian insurgent outfils have
ma o build up small, bult
rcgular armies of their own,
which quitc often confront
the Indian military forces.
There are rcports that an
Indo-Burma Revolutionary
Front, consisting of the
north-east indian and Burmesc
sceessionist groups has been
set up.

The ULFA of Assam s the
latest secessionist outfit to
crop up in the north-east.
While the other groups are
tribal-based, ULFA consists ol
Assamesce Hindus who arc
fighting for an indepcndent
Assam. This is thc [irst ume

that a section of India's ma-
jority Hindu community has
takcen up arms in order to

brcak away from the Indian
Union.

What arc the causecs for
these uprisings? Il we take a
look at the history ol these
movementis, it will bc scen
that they have been primarily
causcd by two lactors: one, the
Indian government's attitude
of indiffercnce to the eco-
nomic gricvances of the
common people of these areas;

and two, Lhe government's de-
termination to impose a cen-
tralized political system on
them which threatens Lhe so-
cio-cultural identity of the
varfous communitics living
there. Whenever accumulation
of the ignored opular
gricvanccs have manifested ft-

sell in desperate militant agita-
tions, the Indian state have
rcsponded by treating them as
simple law and r prob-
lems and deployed armed
forces to suppress them. Such
rcpression invariably directs
itscll against the rcadily avail-
ablc innocenl citizens insteacl
ol the fnvisible armcd insur-
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ercte pathways and steel con-
structions replacing the grass
and trees. ‘

Surely we can improve our
parks and make them look
more naturally beatiful with a
little bit of imagination.

Alim Sobhan
Uttara Model Town

Kitchen garden

Sir. In view of the rising
prices of essentials, | think all
of us should think of having a
kitchen garden. Sometimes
only a very small piece of land
is available for the purpose, but
il it is planned efficiently it can
produce at least a part of our
daily food need with the added
salisfaction of having grown it
onesell. The growing ol "Kazi
Piara” was given great boost by
publicity of the Agriculture
Department and many people
have started growing il on
their terrace. Similar publicity
can be given about growing of
different vegetables in limitcd
spaces. The local nurseries can
help people with seeds and a
talk about how to grow it

Ramiz Choudhury

Shahjahanpur, Dhaka
Development agenda

Sir, Your editorial of
January 19, 1991, under

the heading "Development
Agenda” pointed out the

necessily ol reviewing ihe
past, in the hope of
attaining a better [uture. In
so f[ar as the political aspi-
ranis are concerned this
is. perhaps wise advice, but
once in office, it is our ex-
perience that politicians
and their sycophants soon
forget such lofty ideals, and
repeat the mistakes of

the past.

So {ar as the seminar or-
ganised by the Bangladesh
Economic Association Iis
concerned, It Is an annual
exercise which becomes
the forum where great
minds speak intelligently
on various economic |s-
sues. They appear to be
able (o idenlify problems
and have solutions to |l.
What they do not have is
the political clout to trans-
late their ideas into action
which takes into consider-
ation, the tremendous
impact of resource con-
straints. In other words we
are good al planning, but it
is the implementation part
which is often readily aban-
doned for something new.
Only long lerm pﬂnnlng
and slow but sure imple-
mentation ol any progra-

The innocent victims of
state repression get increas-
ingly alienated and many
them join the insur-

the number of terrorists both
in Punjab and Kashmir have
gone up over Lhe last few
ycars, in spite of deployment
of armed forces in increascd
strength in these two  states.

The anti-insu operalion
of the Indian government take
a hcavy toll of innocent lives
and Ilcave bchind a trail of
destruction in the furrows of
which a new tion of in-
surgents is born. Thus, the cy-
cle of violence continues.

The roots ol these violent
conlronlation between the
siale and the various insu |
groups lie in the unre
contradiction between the
Centre and the outlying states,
between the Cenire's Insis-
tence of centralization on the
onc hand, and the aspirations
for autonomy among regional
and other groups on the
other.

As long as India's politi-
cal lcadership fails to
the present constitutional
siructure and evolve an alter-
nalive [ramework that would
allow morc autonomy for the
various rcgions and communi-
ties, [rictions between the lat-
ter and the Centre will in-
creasingly lake violent forms
and assumc sccessionist ten-
dencics.

Sumanta Danerjee has
served on the s of the
Statesman. Calcutta and the
Manila-based Depthnews. lle

p——

mme, will produce resulls.

Short term successes are
just as well short-lived.
Sylivia Mortaza.
Pollution

Sir, This is lime when
much Is being written and
said about environmental
pollution. This is malinly
done to create social awa-
reness of the ;

How is it that we find a
number of vehicles, with a
large black cloud behind
them making a person
cough, gasp air etc.? |
suppose a number of times
attempts had been made to
educate people through the

media or otherwise, say
observing traffie m:rl

whereby sueh vehicles,
were fined and asked not

to operate, until they did

something about it.
Sadly enough. all these
do not seem to have had

any Impact whatsoever.

The vehicles continue to

leave a trail of black fume

and we continue (0 be
the victim of pollution.

Sharmin Akhter

Banan|

Dhaka.



