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International

Bush not
functioning
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President Bush,

though Commanderin-
Chief of the US Armed
Forces, is leaving the
conduct of the Gulf
war in the hands of
commanders

Article

Only peace can
bring hope
It is no coincidence
that areas threatened
by famine in Africa

are the major areas
of conflicts.
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I Metropolitan

Dhaka Day
by Day

Where the
heart sways

Environment

The livelihood of
300 million people
in Africa is being
( affected by a weed
that is spreading
among cereal
crops.
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Business

Soviet economy
in peril
A former to Kremlin
aide said the Soviet
Union was heading
first to economic

catastrophe.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Iraq closes
border

RUWEISHED@ordan), Jan
23: Iraq closcd its border with
Jordan on Wednesday, block-
ing the exodus of thousands of
forcigners [lecing heavy allied
bombing, evacuces said.
Oflicials at this Jordahian bor-
der post said they had no di-
rect word aboul the closure
from the Iraqi side, but knew
the border was shut because
the sircam of flecing evacuees
stopped suddcnly during the
night, reports AP.

- Human shields
NICOSIA, Jan 23: lraq said
today it had moved a number
of captured American airmen
to strategic sites as human

shiclds. A military commu-
nique, broadcast on

Radio, said "a number of the

flots of the Amcrican enemy
jave been captured and dis-
tributed to strategic sites.” It
said Iraq had downed eight al-
lied planes in the last two
days, reports Reuter.

Iraqis expelled

LONDON, Jan 23: Britain
today expelled 20 Iraqis in a
bid to cut the risk of guerilla
attacks promised by Iraqf
President Saddam Hussein.
Officials at London's Heathrow
airport said police with ma-
chineguns stood guard as the
Iragis were searched and put
aboard a Jordanian airliner
bound for Vienna and Amman.

If you miss ybur copy of the Daily
Star today, please don't hesitate to
call the Circulation Manager imme-
diately on Tel: 246023-4 (PABX),

The Daily Star is at your service
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rights.

Let us devote our efforts to

| ensure free and fair

lu February 27. Cast your
vote judiciously and allow

others to exercise their
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basra, Faw bombed

NICOSIA, Jan 23 : Allicd
aircralt launched successive

bombing raid< ~n the southern

Iragi ports o' Basra and Faw
inday, the Irarian natf. nal
zncws agency <™ & sald, re-

port Agencics.
IRNA said | anti-afrerafl
guns fired at the attacking

plancs and powerful explosic: s

could be heard from the I .-

NICOSIA, Jan 23: Iranian
television said Wednesday that
Iraq claimed it launched a sur-
prisc attack Tuesday night
across the Saudi-Kuwait border
and occupied some Saudi ter-
rilory, reports AP.

The television, monitored
in Nicosia, said that Baghdad's
Voice of the Republic Radio
rcported that Allied forces re-
treated under heavy fire from
artillery and helicopters.

On the other front, Iraq
launched third Scud missile
altack on Tel Aviv Tuesday
night killing at least three per-
sons and injuring about 100.

Fut ground attack
Iran's official Islamic
Republic News  Agency

rcported earlier that Iraqi
ground forces had launched
first ground altack agains!
Allied troops in Saudi Arabia
carly Wednesday morning.

An officer. at the Allied
hcadquartcrs in Riyadh said,
"We don't have any indication
that such an attack is going on
or has happened.”

Later, at Wednesday's regu-
lar military bricling in Riyadh,
Lt Col Mike Scolt said there
had been continuing sporadic
artillery fire and a regiment of
the 3rd Armored Cavalry ex-
changed fire with an Iragi pa-
trol on Saudi territory. No US
soldicrs were wounded and six
Iraqi soldiers were captured.
The Americans were Lreated
and returned to duty.

IRNA said it had conflirmed
‘reports from Iraq’ that Iraqgi
forces have occupied Saudi
territory on the border and
have captured a group of Allied
soldiers near the Saudi-Kuwaiti
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- nian port of Khorramshahr, .0

km (25 miles) southeast .f
Basra

Five allied atrcraft conld be
scen from Khorramshahr.

The latest raids on Basra,
heavily bombed on Tuesday,
began at 1 p.m. (NG30 GMT), it
said. Thwe agency had reported
two other attacks during this
morning.

Defence Minister Jean-Plerrc
Chevenement said,

Chevenemcent told
French radio station Europe-|
during a morning
that the warplancs were at-
tacking as he spoke.

On Tuesday they attacked
an Irﬂ naval base near Kuwait
city. All planes returned salely

Lhe

nterview

out in ecordination with US,
Dritish and Italian forces.

Kuwaiti pllots today suc-
cessfully attacked Iraqgi strate-
gic positions in the occupied
emirate, Kuwail's news agency
KUNA said. :

In a report monitored in
Nicosia, the agency quoted ex-
fled Defence Minisicr Sheikh
Nawal Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah as

d Scud

g Crosses Sa er

saying in Dahran, Saudi Arabia,
that Kuwaiti planes carrted out
two sorties and returned salely

o base.
It no details about the
rnldﬂ! targets.
The Kuwaills have mounted
scveral sorties since a US-led
multinational force launched
its air offensive on Iraq a week
See Page 10 Col. ]

Bangladesh ambassador talks to Daily Star

Schoolsrun by SAARC states |

in Saudi Arabia closed

The ambassadors of South
Asian countries in Saudi capital
Riyadh jointly reviewed the
war situation and decided to
keep the schools of their re-
spective countries closed until

February 2. |
When contacted over tcle-
phone on Wedncsday,

Bangladesh Ambassador in
Riyadh Kazi Golam Dastagir
told The Daily Star that
although everything was nor-
mal in the Saudi capital and
other parts ol the kingdom,
people were little bit scared
following Iraqi missile attack

Star Special
on Riyadh and Dahran. None

- of the missiles hit Saudi Arabia

as all of them were destroyed
by 'Patriot’ missiles, he said.
lHe however, said two pieces
of a damaged Scud missile
landed in Riyadh a few days
back without causing any dam-
age,

Ambassador Dastagir said
sirens cautioning people
against missile attack by Iraq
on Dahran was blown on Tues-
day. But nothing happened ac-
cording to our nationals who
informad Riyadh mission.

Ile said there are sevecral

committees censisting of
Bangladeshis in the vulncrable
Eastern Province, who keep
thc mission in Riyadh in-
formed about the latest situa-
tion. The Ambassador said the
Bangladeshi nationals were
safe.

He further said the Saudi
government responded quickly
to the request by the ambas-
sadors of the SAARC countrics
to provide protection to their
nationals by saying that the ex-
patriates would be treated at
par with the Saudi nation-
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Indian troops in Kashmir
put on full alert

NEW DELHI, Jan 23 :
Indian troops in the horthern
state of Kashmir wére put on
full alert after coming un-
der"unprovoked firing” from
the Pakistani army, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) said today,
reports AFP.

Pakistani troops opened fire
three days ago, apparently to
help Indian Muslim separatist
militants, infiltrate into
Kashmir from the Pakistani-
held part of the northern
provinee, officials were quoted
as saying.

PTI did not say il the firing
in the frontier regions of
Rajouri and Poonch was ongo-
ing or whether Indian troops

had fircd back.
The PTI report from
Kashmird’ winter capital,

Jammu, said a soldier of the
Indian armys' military engi-
heering service was wounded
in the Pakistani firing but
failed to say when.

New Delhi accuses
Islamabad of training and
arming Muslim guerillas cam-
paigning to secede Kashmir ,
Indian's only Muslim majority
province. Islamabad denies
arming the guerillas but has
expresscd diplomatic support
for the campaign.

PTI said the Pakistani firing
was aimed at pinning down

arca so that Kashmiri

Indian army soldiers in the
guerillas,

allegedly trained in Pakistan,

could sneak into the troubled |

Indian stale.

The news agenecy quoted
some arrested militants as say-
ing nearly 3,000 Kashmiri
rcbels as well as several thou-
sand Afghan Mujahideen
gucrillas were in Pakistani-
held Kashmir waiting to sneak
into the Indian side.

News reports here have
previously linked rebels
in Pakistan with the Kashmir
militants, but there have been
no confirmed reports of infil-

tration by Afghans.

People were
deprived of food
during AL rule,

says Khaleda

NATORE, Jan 23: BNP
leader Begum Khaleda Zia to-
day lashed at the Awami
League saying Lhe people had
rejected the party that came to
power after independence, re-
ports UNB.

"People wecre deprived of
food and clothing, and had no
peace during the Awami
League regime”, she told a
huge rally at Doraipara, 12
kilometres [rom here, on Lhe
seccond day ol her eleclion

See Page 10 Col. 1

No alternative
to Islamic rule,
says Abbas

By Staff Correspondent

Jamaat-e-Islami Acting
Ameer Abbas Ali Khan on
Wednesday said establishment
of Islamic rule in the country
is an imperative for protecting
people from all sorts of re-
pressions. The Jamaat leader
was addressing a public mect-
ing at Panchbibi of Joypurhat
district. -

Presided over by a local
leader Haji Afajuddin, the
meeting was organised by
u unit of the party as part

the election campaign. The
acting ‘Ameer said there was
no alternmative to 'rule of Allah’

to salvage the people from the

t situation.
If voted to , he said,
his party play a pioneer-

ing role in building up an ex-
ploitation-free society. He
blamed all the past govern-
ments for failing to establish a
demeocratic order in the coun-

|l'.!}'ﬂd!ﬂ.l‘tﬂbyﬂt]:l:oph.

APSU threatens to
gherao Ershad villa

By DU Correspondent

All-Party Students Unity
(APSU) threatencd to gherao
the luxury villa in Gulshan
where the ousted President
H.M, Ershad dctained unless
he has shifted to central jail
immediately.

The APSU also decided to
go on hunger srike if their
demand was not fulfilled.

The dccision was an-
nounced at a rally ol the APSU
al the Central Shahced Minar
yesterday. The rally was ad-
drcssed by DUCSU Gener-
alSecretary Khairul Kabir
Khokon, Chhatra Leaque (S-A)

-General Secretary Ashim Ku-

mar Ukil, Chhatra League [N-
S) Gencral Secretary Shali
Ahmed and Jatiyatabadi Chha-

tra Dal [JCD) Joint Convenor
Fazlul Haque Milon,

Khairul Kabir Khokon de-
manded the ousted president
be immediatcly transferred to
the Central Jail for trial on
charges of killing. lle de-
manded an explanation as to
why Ershad was not shified lo
the Central Jail.

Ile called upon the Gov-
emment to play more cllective
role in establishing democracy.

Ashim Kumar Ukil said the
Jattya Party (JP) supporters
were now crealing anarchy
terrorism in the country by
hiring 'mastans’ with a huge
amount of public money, they
looted while in powcer.
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forms and

Hearing of writ

against Moudud's

detention begins
By Supreme Court
Correspondent

The writ petition n ibhe
nature of habeous corpus chal-
lenging the detention of
former Viee-President Mr.

apprehension of

order on 24.10.90 with a
to preventing him from

Sece Page 10 Col. 7

BNP wants
ex-ministers
declared

fugitives

A dclegation of BNP calied
on Acling President Shaha-
buddin Ahmed on W
and demanded that the former
ministers of Ershad wanted
police be officlally dec
lugitives.

Shortly alter the 80-minute
meeting at the President's
sccrctariat, BNP Secretary
Gencral Abdus Salam Talukdar
toild UNB they stressed that
nonc should be allowed 1o

| evade the law,

"We have told the Actling
"resident how Ershad's
ministers could cvade warrants
of arrest. They have neither
surrcndered nor taken badl
[rom court”, said Salam
Talukdar, whe led the three-
mcember delegation.

[INP lcaders Saifur Rahman
and Dr. R A. Ghani accompa-
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Law Reforms
Commission

dissolved .

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed on
Wed ordered the disso-
lution of the three-member
Law Reforms Commission
headed by Barrister Asrarul
Hossain which was set up un-
der a resohution of January 15
last year, a Press Nole issucd
herc yesterday said, reports
BSS.

The terms of reference of
the defunct commission were
to examine and review such

laws as specified by the gov-

uggest their re-
amendmenis to

propose amendment of laws
See Page 10 Col. 8

Advocates of
present system

want autocratic
rule : Hasina

The Awami League chiel,
Sheikh Hasina on Wed
said those who gdvocated the
continuance of present admin-
istrative tem in fact wanted
to uphoI?:h: autocralic sys-
tem, reports BSS.
She was addressing sponta-
neous gatherings coming in
rocessions lo the Banga-
hu MM last afternoon
carrying the Awami League
election symbol-Boat from var-
jous parts of the city including

Af.urn. Jigatala, Malibagh,
Shahjahanpur, Azimpur,
Narinda,

ch.'i Illh
Nawabpur, Islampur, Sid-
h‘llf Mr mw
and Gandaria.
See Page 10 Col. 8

5-party caught unawares:

Future of GOJ uncertain

Five-party Alllance denfed
yesicrday having anything
about electoral understanding
between Awami League and
Ganatantrik Otkya Jote ([GOJ).
But competent source said the
breakaway partics of the Eight-
party Alllance who formed
GOJ, have accepted Awami
Leagu. ‘s unila offer to ar-
commodale nominees of
smaller parties in 36 secals.

The unilateral offer of 36
scals to Baksal NAP, CPB,
Ganatantri Party and Janata
Mukti Party has made the fu-
lure of GOJ uneertiain.

The partners of the Eight-
party Alliance in GOJ did not

By Staff Correspondent

respond to a request by Five-
party Allance Lo sitl in a joint
meeting yesterday to discuss
the Awami League's unilateral
offer. The Five-party source
told he Daily Star that the
meeting is likely to be held to-
da . But no conlfir-
mation of holding such a
meeting was available from the
Eight-party sources.
According to Ganatantri
Party source, the smaller par-
ties of the Eight-party Alliance
were mecting se o re-
view the situation. Informed
sources, however, said
a few individuals who could net
be accommodated, the Eight-

party components have ae-

cepted the offer. Ahmedul

Kabir, Syed

Altal Hussain and

Ali Haider Khan of Ganalantri

Party were very crilical of the

Awami League's move which

alter Altal and



