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MAULVI BAZAR
Road needs
repair

From Our Correspondent
January 21 : Maulvi Bazar
Shamsher road, a vital
communication link between
the district arter and
Kamalgonj upazila has devel-
oped cracks and pot holes.
This road connects Kamal-

nj upazila with district
ﬂndqunncr via Shamsherna-
gar. A huge quantity ol cssen-
tial commodities is carried
through this road. The dilapi-
dated condition of the road has
been immense sufler-
ings to the passengers and
hindering transportation of

Considering the situation
people of the area e 1 early
renovalion of the .

Telegraph office

Telephone and Telegraph
ohh} the district is beset
with manifold ms due to
te stalfl. telephones

and accommodation facilities.
According to the sources.
who come to the office
telephone and telegraphs
have to remain oultside due W

of adequate wailing
rooms.

Besides, privacy of the tcle-
phonic conversation cannot be
maintained as the office- is
houscd in a very old and small
room.

Inadequate number of tele-
phone sets can hardly cope
with the rising need of the

peopie. Morcover, stall short-
age has further aggravated the
situation.

it may be mentioned thalt
Maulvi Bazar telephone and
telegraph office is the second
largest revenue earner of the
greater Sylhet and third

largest in Chitlagong district.

JHENIDAH
Brother, sister
die in road
mishap

From Our Correspondent

January 21 : Brother and
sister both were killed in’ &
road accidenl at New Market
of Jessore town on Dhaka-
Khulna road on January 16.

Police said victims Rashida
(7) and Sharil (8) children of
Mr. Manjur Ali died on the
spol when Jhenidah bound bus
Jessore BA 933 ran over them.

Eye witnessess said that
they were playing on the road
side. Bodies of the victims
were sent o Jessore Hospital.

A case has been mecrwilh
Jessore Kotwall Thana,

E

Fish disease

From Our Correspondent

January 21 : Different kinds
of fish ke kot . shoal,

gajar, taki. tengra have becn
attacked with ulcerative dis-

Frequent faflure of power
supply and fluctuation in velt-

age arc regular feature in this
tipuriba
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roundup

KHULNA

Chamber chief
concerned over
price rise

January 21: President of
Khulna Chamber of Commerce
and Industries Shaikh Abul
Kashem and Vice-President
igbal Hossain Nanna in a joint
statement on Sunday ex-
pressed their deep concern at
the phenomenal rise of prices
of the essentials on the pretext
of Gull war, reports BSS,

They called upon the trad-

ing communily not to make
money on miseries of people
by increasing price-level of
essen .
The Chamber leaders also
urged upon concerned authori-
ties to take. eflective steps
against any such attempt by
unscrupulous traders.

SIRAJGANJ
Father-in-law,
husband jailed

for dowry

January 21: Father-in-law
andl husband have been sent to
jail custody for illegally de-
manding dowry, reports UNB.

Sources said. Sadar Upazila
Magistrate courl took the de-
cision recently under Dowry
Provisions Act. 525 BPC.

Aceording to sources,
Kobad All had taken recourse
lo oppression to realisc Tk.
25.000 from his wife Milon
Begum of Elong village under
Raiganj Upazila.

Milon Begum filed a casc
against her husband and fa-
ther-in-law, Jalal Khan in the
Upazila Court. Accordingly
court issued warrants of ar-
rests against them. :

Later the case was trans-
lcrred o Sirajganj Administra-
Live court. Her father-in-law
and Husband appeared at the
court and was sent to jail by
Magistrate Abdul Malek.

CHITTAGONG

Annual exercise
of Navy held

January 21: The annual

Uraining exercise of
Navy concluded in q:ﬂ'
Bengal on Sunday. reports .

time guided
Irigate BNS Osman
launehed
effecuvely
et

was execuled by the Com-
modore Commanding BN
Flotilla, added the press re-

20 kutcha houses
gutted

With the waters of haors, baors, canals, beels reced
go far across the plains in a hope of earning more to he

Thakurg

THAKURGAON. Jan 21:
Blacksmiths of Thakurgaon
district have been facing multi-
farious problems and this age-
old industry of the district is
now on the verge of ruination
due to lack of patronisation.

It is gathered that having
been unable to grapple with
the problems, many black-
smiths of the district have al-
reacy given up their old pro-
fession while others are trying
to lind out other suitable pro-
fession.

About 500 lamilies in Shib-
ganj, Baliadangi, Ruhea,
Kochabari, Ranisankail and
Pirganj have been engaged in
this vocation from generation
to generation. Most of them
are blacksmiths by birth and
they do not require any other
training to earn their Hveli-
hood.

The blacksmiths reside in
groups in different arcas of the
district. While talking to this
correspondent, some of them
informed that the prices of
rod, coal and other things have
now increased many times
which are beyond their pur-
chasing capacity. They lose
their customers as there is a
hard competition with ma-

in rural areas duri
Ip them during lean period.

ng the winter, fishermen go for a big catch. They
' - - Star photo

smiths have still high demand
by the villagers and farmers for
repairing the household arti-
cles and agricultural tools,
They alleged that they had not

"Prices and demand of the
tools produced by them are
not commensurate with the
production cost. The cumula-
tive affects of all thése have
forced many blacksmiths to
become day labourers.

Civic life in
Meanwhile, Pirganj is an
important centre for business.

education and communication

with a growing pepulation is
rlagutd with numerous prob-
ems. Absence of proper
drainage system, want of good
roads, sanitary arrangement,
mordern markets, recreational
facilities are some of the prob-
lems which frritate the people
of Pirganj Pourashava under
Thakurgaon district.

Due to lack of good drainage
system, people of this town are

LR .3

suffering a lot. All existing
drains remain open and are
found full of filthy walters,
weeds and garbages. These
drains have been turned into
ideal breeding ground of
mosquitoes. In the populated
arcas there is no drain to pass
filthy water which pollutes
surroundings.

Most of the roads in the
town are narrow and some ol
them have developed dcep
holes and cracks for want of
proper maintenance, causing
difficulty for vehicles to ply
over them. The rain water re-
mains stagnant on the road
causing immense trouble to
the people.

In absence of public toilets
in the pourashava town and at
the bus stand people find it
difficult to respond to the call
of nature. People thus pollute
environment by useing road-
side, and also nooks and
corners ol shops. Moreover,
most ol the roads in the town
particularly college hat road
remains dirty. Filthy waler
which comes on the road and
bad odour of some manholes,
creates trouble to the

passcrsby.

SteE to keeE prices stable

391 tons foodgrains

KHULNA Jan 21: Three
hundred and ninety one met-
ric tons of rice have been allot
ted for Khulna distriet this
month with a view to keeping
the prices of food grains stable
in the market,.

sanctioned for Rupsha upazila
(UZ). 48 .metric tons for
Dighalia UZ, .30 metric tons for

From Our Correspondent
the society office.

A fort-might long indoor

Bl;m: :;mpetllhn niscd
1 2
Khulna concluded on Wednes-
day through the of the
final matech of the on
tm:;m at the Broadcast-
ing House premises.
Additional Divisional Com-
missioner of Khulna Md.
Younus Ali and the Deputy Di-
rector of Government -
ces Wellare Dllutnn:ml
Mannan were present
guest and speetal guest respec-

allotted for Khulna

Presided over by Abdus
Samad, nal Engineer ol
Radio h. Khulna the
fnction was also attendeu by
Assistant Ncws Controller of
the station Ahmed Reza and a
good number of Radio engi-

necrs and officials.

b

b yton

A meeting o review the law
and order situation was heid
en Thursday at
thana. Police
Ali Imam and local clite were

present at the meeting,

Kerosene, diesel prices up
Irri, Boro farming

NAKRAIL, Jan 20: Cultivation
of Irri-Boro on 40,000
acres of land in the district has
been lacing sethack duc to
acute scarcity of fuel, reports
UNB.

According
acute
been
for the last few
sult, of the total shallow
tubewells and 180 low N
pumps, most of them have
been rendered

Meanwhile,

te farmers,

of diesel has
in the district
A5 a re-

price l

faces setback

sion Thursday with empty
diesel container in  their

mm'

aon blacksmiths
face uncertainty

From Our Correspondent

chine made tools.
The serviees of the black-

Markets need
care

There is only one market in
the town for the growing
population but, it is not quite
sufficient for the buyers and

-the sellers. The condition of

the college hat market is not
at all good. In the rainy day.
people can not enter the
market as there is no good
streel. Moreover. the -floating
and permanent shops have
narrowed the entrance to the
market. Due to Lack of
slaughtering house, bad smell
spread through the area
causing health hazards to the
people.

For want of recreational fa-
cilities particularly the chil-
dren .of this town are [acing
much inconveniences. There is

no park where the children
can spend their leisure time.

Some times the students of
the local edivational institu-
tions use the Dak Bungalow
ground.

The people of this
pourashava town expect that
the authorities concerned
should take necessary steps to
solve the problems.

Arms licence of
II JP leaders

to be cancelled

From Our Khulna Office

KHULNA. Jan 20: Khulna
Metropolitan Police has asked
the District Administration to
cancel fircarms licences of
Jatlya Party leaders of the city.

In an official memo the city
Special Branch of the (KMP)
has asked the Depuly
Commissioner, Khulna, the
issuing authority of the
licences on January 6 to cancel
those licences.

The licence holders are Mr.,
Mukhtar Hossain, former
Jativa Party Member of
Parliament, Mr. lkhtiaruddin
Bablu and Mr. Kismatul Alam
Kagachi both formeer Deputy
Mayors. Khulna City Corpo-
ration, Mr. Monirul Islam,
Professor Ali Reza Babu, Mr.
Ershad Shikdar, Mr. Moslem.
Mr. Nazim, Mr. Mostakim. Mr.
Hasibul Haq Babla and Sharif
Shafiuddin City Cerporation
Commissioners.

The firearms licences
holders were all J.P. top
notchers of Khulna and many
criminal cases including
murder charges were brought
against them, it is learnt from

;dhhh souroes,

It is not known why the city
Special Branch of the KMP did
not ask for cancellatien of
fircarms licences of another
dozens of JP stalwarts who
were Issued firearms during
past regime. The police in the
memo sent to the Deputy
Commissioner Khulna appreh-
ending use of those arms in

the ensuing parliamentary:

polls to disrupt it

According to a latest infor-
mation, the District Authority
is yet o take any decision to
this effect.

Mcanwhitle, when conta-
cted, the SP Khulna declined
to confirm any such, request
made by his office to the
Dfstrict Administration for
cacellation of firearms licences
issued o a number of JP
workers in different upazilas of
the district.
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Political
Transport in
emand

@ Baily Star 9
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scene

 Star Report: |
There has been a heavy rush for procuring
transport by the political activists at busy places in
rural Bangladesh. Rickshaw vans and bullock carts
in northern region of the country are in high
demand. These are beirig used for election cam-

paign.

The vans have been fitted with microphones and
horns. Curious crowd gathers around a van when it

reaches a neighbourhood.

Al times auto-tempos are also hired by party
workers to carry on polls campaign at distant

places.

Attention of all 'sections of people is now
concentrated on the election day, February 27.

Our Khulna Correspendent
wriles : Most walls of the city
arc now covered with colourful
posters of different political
parties. Meetings, rallies and
processions are continuing but
Lo some extenl downward
trend is being observed in
election campaign due to sud-
den breakout of Gulf war. How-
cver, the walls have been
written mostly with’ the slo-
gans of Awami League candi-
date Monjurul Imam,
B.N.P. candidate Advocate S.
Razzak Ali, Jamaat-e-Islami
candidate Alhaz Shamsur
Rahman and Five Party Alliance
candidate Advocate A.B.M. Nu-
rul Alam. But Jamaat-e-Islami
is much ahead in wri on
walls. Some walls have '
occupied in favour of Shaikh
Abul Kashem. an independent
candidate. but his election
campaign has not yet begun.
From this constituency
(Khulna-2) only a journalist Al-
haz Liaquat Ali. Editor.” the
Daily Purbanchal, is contesting
the Parliamentary election.
From Khulna-3 cpnstituency
Awami League candidate Be-
gum Monnujan Sufian. B.N.P.
candidate Ashral Hossain, Ja-
maat-e-Islami candidate
Maulana A.K.M. Yousuf and
Jatiya Party candidate S.M.A.
Rob have begun their election
campaign in fullswing which
include writing on walls, past-

ing of posters, meetings, ral-
lies and processions.

Jhenidah

Our Jhenidah Corrcspon-
denl adds: A meeting arranged
by all political parties was held
at Agrani Bank square of
Jhenidah town .in protest
against price hike of essentials.

It is reported that after the
spreading of the news of Gulf
War unscrupulous businessmen
have started creating artificial
crisis. seclling essentials
including fuel at high prices.
Kerosene is now being sold at
Taka 95 per gallon as against
Taka 56 carlier. Prices of rice
and soyabean have a
sharp rise. Panic stricken cus-
tomers seen gathered at the
fuel depot,

Presided over by Golam
Sarwar the meeting cautined
the dishonest businessmen not
to crcate artificial erisis.

Another news from
Jhenidah adds : About 400
pcople brought out a proces-
sion agains! American attack
on Iraq, on Friday. |

The processionists alse
burnt the effigy of President
Bush, they paraded the main
streets of, the town chanting
various slogans in favour of
Saddam.

Rajshahi
Our Rajshahi Correspondent
adds : Eight upazilas of the dis-
trict are now poised for heetic
clectioncering following the

submission of nomination pa-
pers by different political or-
danisations.

A series of processions and
rallies are being held regularly
by diflerent parties.

Wall writings. posterings.
miking and banners with the
party symbols are displayed
everywhere in the district in
favour of candidates to capture
the attention of the voters.

The candidates are visiting
their respective constituencies.
of mobilise support. Campaign-
ers are seen moving door to
door requesting the voters to
cast their votes in favour of
their candidates.

A total of 55 candidates will
contest for five scats from Ra-
jshahi district, The con-
stituen s¢ breakup is -- 8
candiddtes will contest for Ra-
jshahi-1 constitueney, 17 can-
didates in Rajshahi-2. 10 in

Rajshahi-3, 9 candidates in Ra-
jshahi -4 and 11 in Rajshahi -5.
Among the prominent can-
didates Barrister Aminul
Haque (BNP). Professor Mo-
jibur Rahman (Jamaat), Mo-
hammad Mohsin [Awami
League) and former Mayor of
Rajshahi city Durul Huda WUP)
will contest from Rajshahi-1.
Son of late Kamruzzaman (Ex-
minjster of Mujib -govern-
ment), Kheyruzzaman Liton
(AL). Advocate Kabir Hossain
(BNP). Ataur Rahman (Jamaat),
Ayenuddin (Musim League)
and ex-(RUCSU) VP Fazley
Hossain Badsha (UCL) will
contest from Rajshahi -2.

Enamul Haque (BNP),
Rakhal Chandra Das (AL). Ahad
Al [(Jamaat) and former minis-
ter of Jatiya Party Sardar Am-
jad Hossain will contest from
Rajshahi-3.

Abdus Sattar Mondal (BNP),
Tajul Islany Faruk (AL). Profes-
sor Moksed Ali (Jamaat) and
Ayenuddin [(Muslim League)
will contest from Rajshahi-4,
Dr. Alauddin (AL), Azizur Rah-
man (BNP) and Professor Ab-
dul Mannal (Jamaat) will con-
test from hahi -5.

BSsS s : A discussion
meeting was held on Saturday

at a local hotel in the city un-
der the joint, auspices of Zia
Parishad, Khulna and Jatiy-
atabadi Samajik Sa tik
Sangstha in ohservance of 55th
birth anniversary of late Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman.

Former Minister advocate A
H. Deldar Ahmed was the chief
guest at the discussion while
central leader of BNP advocate
Sheikh Razzak Ali was the spe-
clal guest.

Others who participated in
the discussion included
messrs  Sadiqullah, Khan
Hatab, Shamsur Rahman.
Amiyo Pal and Shaha Abu Baker
Siddique.

The discussion meeting was
presided over by Syed Alzal
Baker, President of Khulna
unit of Zia Parishad.

Rotary schemes to B
protect environment

From A Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Jan 20
Boalmari- Moninpur -
Nilmoniganj, Rotary Village
Crops sponsored by Rotary
Club of Dhaka has initiated a
programme to protect the na-
turce from pollutien and tree
plantation tn rural arcas, says a
Press release.

For this a tree plantation
programme has recently
started on the 4 km stretch of
fallow land beginning from
Kulchara railgate to Betbaria
raflgate along Khulna-
Parbatipur railway track. |

A scnior officer of the
Bangladesh Rallway West Zone
was nt when the 22 acres
of lallow land was
transferred to
Nilmo on January 6 al a
mceting held at Monipur
(Nilmoniganj).

Presided over by Mr. Shaiful
Islam Pinu, Upazila Chairman
of Chuadanga Sadar the meet-
ing was aticnded by Rin. Dr.
Akhtaruzzaman of Rotary Club
ol Dhaka, who is the contact
Rotarian of the same project as

RVC B

chiel guest.
The was carlier
inaugurated by the Joint

Secretary Dr. Md. Khalilullah.

Meanwhile, Rotary District
Governor Mostala Zaman
Abbasi inaugurated Rotary
Village Park -1 and RVC Park-
2 and Botanical Garden on the
west side of ur
Station, Rtn. President Md.
Salimullah, Rtn. P.P. Sanaullah
Shaik, Rin. Secrctary Dr.
Rakibul Hossain Rumi, Rtn. Dr.
Akhtaruzzaman visited the
project and officially handed
over the document of memeo-
randum of wunderstanding
signed in the office of the
Railway Secretary.

The allotted 22 acres of
land is divided into 14 blocks
and 14 RVC members are en-
trusted to supervise the re-
speciive blocks. Approximately
10.000 Uimber Lrecs L:
Shisso, Mahogoni, Garjan
others suitable for railway slip-
pers will be planted.

Besides, plantation of fruit
trees, floriculture, piscicul-

ture, agro florestry pro-
will be undertaken o

c'lut:h environmental pollution.
Maulvi Bazar

Twelve degree cxaminees
were at Maulvibazar

Government Coll-ege.



