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Ashes for a living

by Chapal Bashar

Ashes are not the end of everything, not at

least for a woman like
wing from ashes for
children.
Surjabanu. 35
has been selling
ash to cily
housewives for |
more than threc
years. Her cus |
iomers use it as
substitute for de
tergent for
cleaning uten
sils.
Twenty years
ago. a trade in
ash was unthink
able becausc
firewood was
plentiful. As nai
ural gas was in-
troduced for do
mestic use, ash
eventually be-
came harder o
find. But the usc
of ash as clean
ing material con
tinues to be pop
ular thu
city's middic
class.
The main soure
of supply are the
rice mills oul
side the metro
politan arca
where ash i~
available as wast
of wood or ricc
husks used as
foel. ;
Small trader-
collect the ash
and sell it to re
tailers, like Swur-
and about
50 other women

tomer

in Demra, on the outskirts of Dhaka city.
"We buy a sack-load of ash weighing about 20

hersell and her three

—

...

.....
e

Surjabanu with her commodity, at the doorstep of a cus-

with 1t.”

kg lor 20 taka from the traders and earn a

profit of 15 to 20 taka by selling it”. says
v She travels 10 kms every morning to

- rustomers in the
She sells
small tin pots of
ash for one taka.
"I used o get
bne taka for
pots, but the
4. | price has come
“| down because
58 the number of
" §| ash sellers has
| supply has in-
creased”, she ex-
| plains.
It 1s a strug-
| gle living on so
little. But she
prefers work to
begging : "As |
am able to work,
should |
:Iwh-nty from ul:‘-
crs 7
Her husband,
Arshad, who she
married in
childhood, was
rrippled in the
liberation War
and left his fami-
ly three years
ago to live with
his brothers in
their village. He
often visits his
family in Dhaka.
| don't blame
my husband. He

was really helpless to do anything for us’, says
Surjabapu. "It 1s my destiny and | am living

Moscow keen to beef
up cooperation

by a Staff Correspondent

The Soviet Union is secking
new vistas for expanding coop-
cration with Bangladesh and is
hoping that the democratic
processes, started in this
country, will give a powerfil
impetus for this cooperation.
said Soviet Ambassador 1o
Bangladesh Vitally S. Smimov
in the Soviet Cultural Center i1,
Dhaka on Sunday inaugurating
a ten-day long solo display of
works by young talented artist
A. Matin Talukder Manju.

Smirnov stressed thal the
cooperation between the USSR
and h has not yet ex-
hausted all its réserves and
there is still much work ahead
to make the bilateral ties really
all-embracing. As an example

the Ambassador mentioned the

construction.of the Ghorasal
electric power station, being
cregted with the close assis-
wfee ol Soviet engineers and
technicians. While the four
blocks of the station are al-
ready completed and produc-
ing around 25 pertent of the
total amount of electric power
in esh, the construc-
tion of the fifth block has not
yet started although all ma-
chinery and equipment had
long ago arrived in Bangladesh
and now is lying on the open
waiting for being utilized.
Shggrnov called on all the sides

inlerested o take all necessary
sieps for immediate beginning
of the works at the Ghorasal

slalion.

Soviet Ambassador speaki

on the occasion of a solo
painting exhibition in Dhaka
on Sunday

Pointing out the interna-
tional sphere, the USSR Am
bassador said he was satisfied
with the fact. that his country
and Banglwdesh had common
approaches to major interna-
tlonal issues. The matter of vi
tal importance for the whole

the

world without a single cxcep- |

tion is to stop the current war
in the Persain Gulf, he tokl the
audience. Irag must uncondi-
tionally withdraw [rom the oc-
cupied Kuwail, Mr. Smirnov
said. _ -

Prolesdor lajuddin Ahmed,
presidential adviser for Culture
and Food, Government of the
Pcople’'s Republic of
llangladesh, was the Chjef
Guest on the inauguration cer-
cmony. In his address to the
audience he also gave a high
cstimation of the works ol A.
Matin Talukder and praised
activities ol the Soviel
Cultural Center in Dhaka,

A. Matin Talukder Manju is
a celebrated artist of
angladesh. Exhibftion of his
works, which included ccram-
ics and water color pictures,
was held in the Soviet Cultural
Center on the occasion of the
19th anniversary of establish-
ment of diplomatic relations

between the USSR and
Bangladesh.

Talukder, born in 1958 in
Madaripur, ¢sh, has a

Diploma-in-Ceramic from In-
stitute of Fine Arts, Dhaka Uni-
versity. He has also B.F.A from

the Central Academy of Arts '

and Design. Befjing. China. In
his water color works, which
are much influenced by a tradi-
tional Chinese water painting,
he offers an acute sensc of na-

ture and life.

The exhibition will last till
Jannary 30, s
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Tuesday

5.00: Opcening announce-

ment, Verses [from
the Holy Quran

News in Bangla

Programme summary
Verses from the holy

Geela

Cartoon film

Dragon's Layer

Education programme
. for primary school

students

Nutundin

Nazrul Sangeet: Songs

of Nazrul Islam

Today's programmes

News at Eight in

5.10:
5.20;
5.22:

5.25:
5.50:;

6.15:
7.00:

7.50:
8.00:

Bangla

Shampratik: Pro-
gramme on current
aflairs

Mrittn Khuda: Epic
written by Kazi Nazrul
Islam depictin
atrocities commit
under British rule in
India.
Tomorrow's
gramme
News
English _
Drama Serial: Return
to Eden; a mini-series
based on an  intr-
iguing love triangle.
Starring Rebececa
Gilling and James
Smille. Filmed on
location in Australia.
News in Bangla
Wednesday's pro-
gramme summary,
verses from the Holy
Quran. National flag &
authem

Close down.

8.30:

8.45:

9.50: pro-

10.00: -at Ten in

10.30:

11.46:
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dearth of sincerity of the

Acting President in organising
frée and fair polls.

He the belief that
the le would vote for
Fﬂf‘tm d‘lll:lm and pu-l-
itics of development In the

bandhu Sheikh Mujibur
BSS.

Besides Dr. Ouadri,
renowend paediatrician and
rotarian Dr. Moniruzzaman:
Bhuyilan also joined Awami
League aflter called on
Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina. A press said.

Sheikh Hasina welcoming
the two renowped physicians
for joining Awami League said
her party wanted to use all tal-
ents in a planned way for the
welfare of the soclety.

Dr. S. A. Khaleque and Dr.
Mostafa Jalal Mohtuddin were
among others present on the
occasion.

Country's future
depends on Feb
27 polls: Paltu

The chief of the city Awami

tions was not meant merely
elecing MPs but it would also
decide whether of not the
country would have parliamen-
tary form of government, re-
ports BSS,

Addressing a public meet-
ing held at Ab Das Lane un-
der Sutrapur constituency of
the efty, Mr Paltu said the
country’'s future depended
much on the February 27 elec-
tons. Presided over by the
ward president of Awami
League Mr Shahbuddin, the
meeling was addresscd. among
others, by Md Hanil.

The city Awami Leaguc
chief called upon the people 10
remain on so that the

ful atmospherc. vital for

Iding [ree and fair elections.
eould not be marred by the
vested quarters with the help
of hoodlums and hirelings.

Mr Paltu said the coming
elections would also be a basis
for the country's transition to
democracy for which innumer-
able lives have been lost over
the years. -

France takes
part in short
" film festival

France is participating in
the second Gold Leaf interna-
tional short film festival begins
in Dhaka today.

Six short films made by
well-known film makers of
France including Eric Rohmer
will be shown. says a Press re-
lease.

The films are: Aurelia
Steiner by Marguerite Duras,
The Lady Baker of Monceau by
Eric Rohmer, Camille or The
Catastrophic Comedy by Claude
Miller, Homicide by Night by
Gerard Krawczyk. No Rest For
Billy Brakko by J. P. Jeunct and
The Fabulous Adventure of
Josette by B. Decharme.

Concern over
price hike

Smriti. a socio-cultural or-

| ganisation, Sunday expressed

concern over price spiral of
esscntial commodities, reports
UNB. :

In a statement, Moinuddin
Chowdhury and Zakir Hossain,
President and General Secre-
tary respectively of the organi-
sation, said some dishonest
traders were taking advantage
of the Gull war and raising
prices of oil, baby foods and
other esseritials.

They called upon the peo-
ple not to buy essentials at ex-
orbitant prices and to resist
profiteers.

They also urged the gov-
crnmenl to’ take proper steps
in arresting price-hike and
other adhersities arising out of
the Gull war.

| Diplomats' cars

Author ities closed

entry of all public transports 1
the enclaves in Cul-
shan as a special secu-
rity measure aflter anti-war
demonstrators damaged four
rs on Sunday, reports UNB.
The damaged cars

the embassies of South Ko-
Norway. Indonecsia and
. Foreign Office sources
Monday

No case was lodged in
connection with the incidents.
police said.

Witnesses said no trans-
ports other than diplomatie
cars were allowed in Guishan,
Barkdlwera and Banant areas.

As part of the special secu-
rity measure, additional con-
tingents of law enforcing agen

]

i

damaged in city

cirs have bern posted arouna
all foreign misstons. Armed
police battalions were seen pa-
trolling the areas.

Culshan Thana did not re-
port any untoward incident on
Monday although angry
protests against "American at-
tack on lraq” coritinued in the
capital alrmmr the eountry.

Diplomatic quarters ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
measures taken to ensure thefr
security and safeéty.

Unrest in the arcas stgried
after demonstrators pelted
stones at Saudi Embassy. US
diplomatic mission, American
club and the residence of
Egyptian Ambassador on Fri-
day. the second day of the Gulfl

——
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Ac to Police. several
unanthorised arms were
thrown out of the windows just
as the police personncl
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suspected rsons
were taken into for in-
terrogation. poliee sources
seuicl
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of the Holy Quran ¢laimed to be the larges
world will be exhibited at Tongi. This volume of the Quran copied by Md. Hamiduzzaman

t volume availabi: in the

—Star photo

took eight years to complete the copying.

MBBS, BDS
admission tests
begin Jan 25

Written tests for admission
into first year M.B.B.S. and
B.D.S. courses will be held on
January 26 at ® a.m., reports
BSS,

Admission tests for the
male students will take place
at the Arts Building of Dhaka
University while femalc stu-
denl admission tests will be
hcld at the Dhaka Medical
Collcge (DMC) and DBegum
Badrunncsa Government Wo-
mcn College, an official han-
dout said in Dhaka on Sunday.

The applicants will have to
take their seals onc hour be-
fore the start of the tests.

Applicants have bcen ad-
vl:mf to sec Lheir respective
scaling arrangements al Lhe
nolice boards of DMC and cx-
amination centres on January
24, the handout addcd.

Case filed against

Igbal Hossain

The Ant-Corruption Bureau
Sunday filed a case againsl
former Food Minister Major
(Rtd) Igbal Hossain Chowdhury
and three government officials
on charge of causing a loss to
the government for misappro-
priating Tk 32 crore 42 lakh
50 thousands 200 in the deal
for the purchase of two lakh
metric tons of rice from Thai-
land., in the middle of 1989,
reports BSS.

According to an official
handout, the former Food Min-
ister, in collusion with then
Bangladesh Ambassador in
Thatiland Kazi Anwarul Masud,
then Economic Counsellor of
Bangladesh in Bangkok, Khon-
dokar Abul Hossain, the then
Joint Secretary of Food A.M.

Khan Chowdhury and other of-

ficials signed an agreement
with the two rice trading
establishments of Thailand for

the supply of two lakh metric
tons ol rice. They purchased
this quantity of rice at a price
higher than the prevailing
market rate.” flouting the gov-
ernment purchase policy and
decision with an ulterior mo-
tive of benifitting themselves
financially or giving financial
bentfit lo others.

They either caused a loss
tc the governmenl or misap-
propriated Tk 12 crorc 93
lakh 10 thousand 200 by pur
chasing rice at a price higher
than market rate. They causcd
a further loss of Tk19 crore

49 lakh 40 thousand by hiring

foreign ships Instead of na
tional ships of Bangladesh
Shipping Corporation agrced
1o rice at a rate ol 30 US
dollar per ton they hired for-
eign ships giving doublc

freight charge, it added.
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~* Rajshahi still the coldest
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Rajshahi rcmained coldest
zone of the country for the
fourth consecutive day and a
modcrate cold wave may con-
tinue for the next few days .
Mct Office said on Monday .

Monday's temperature in
Dhaka fell by 2.7 degree Celsius.
The night temperature over Lhe
country except Kutubdia, Hatla,
Rangpur, Bogra, Rajshahi,
Ishurdi apd Khulna may fall fur-
ther by onc to three degree

| Cclsius.

Met Office has [orecast dry
weather for 36 hours ending
Wednesday morning.

- Temperature in city
falls further

By Staff Correspondent

Oullook for subscquent two
days : little change

Extended outlook for an-
other fove days : no marked
change

The westerly low now on

Citics/towns

max min
Dhaka 23.0 :gg
Chit 24.1 :
ang 23.6 56
Khulna 24.5 85
Sylhet 28.1 9.0
Dinajpur 21.8 72
Rangpur 21.7 78
Barisal 24.2 9.5
Mymensingh 22.5 6.0

Temperature in Celsius  Humidity in

Monday lay over Nepal, Bihar,
Sub-Himalayan,
Bangladesh and ncighbourhood.
Scasonal low lay over South Bay.

Sun scls today (Tuesday ) at
5-38 m and rises on
Wedne at 6-43 am.

Temperature and humidity
recorded in major cilics and
towns ol Bun@hadesh were ¢
Minimum tempefature
recorded in major citics of the
region on Monday were |

degrec Celsius
New Delhi 12.0
Karachi 15.0
k 26.0
Hong Kong 17.0
Hetjing -02
23
ntage
9 am pm
654 54
75 64
BB 70
83 68
B8 60
.79 64
BB 73
78 72
B2 62

nothern

: The Duity Stac 3
Metrop ol it
Mizan hails
Shahabuddin's

PROGRAMME

Mahila Parishad

(R.A) ended in Dhaka an Sun-

' day with spectial prayer for

F |

peace. weliare. solidgrity and
inicgrity of Muslim ummah.

says a press releasc
~ Rose Society
The annual general mecting
of the Rose Society will be
held on January .24 at Khady
Bhaban. 16, Abdul Garnd Raod in
the city. says a press reicase

Reception cancelled

The scheduled reception
26 at the residence

of Indian Commissioner
to celebrate Indtan
hie , has been
to Gul crisis. reports ASS.
An Indtan High Commission
press refease on Monday said
similar receptions organised
by the Indian Assistant High
Commissioners in Chittagong
and Rajshahi had also been
cancelled.

NVP poll campaign

Asadul Kabir, a nominee of
the Nationalist Village Party
(NVP) for contesting the
February 27 parliamentary
election from Dhaka-6 ( Moti-
jheel-Sabujbagh area) will stant
his election campaign on Jan-
uary 24 by placing wreaths at
the mazar of President Ziaur
Rahman.

Urs sharnif

The annual Urs of Qutub-e-
Zaman alhaj Syed Akhtarul
Hussainy [RA} will be held on

January 26 at Khandura Hus-
sainia Darbar Sharil in the dis
tricl. says a pross release

A milad mahlil and zikr will
also be held on the occasion. A
special munajat will also be
held on the following moring
sccking blessings of Allah for
the Muslim Ummah. :

All the disciples and devo-

tees have been requested to al-
tend

Dewanganj Samity
The annual general meeting
of the Dewanganj Samity will
be held’on February 15 at 4-30
pm at the Institute of Cost
Management Accountants of
Bangladesh ai Nilkhet. The
meeting will be followed by
clection culitural show and
dinnar, says a press release,

for

due

Modalities for
troop deployment
during polls
to be finalised

The caretaker government
will soon finalise the modali-
es for deployment of troops
to maintain peace during next
menth's general clections, an
officials source said Monday.

"We are working out the de-
tails how the military units will
he deployed for the elections”,
the source told UNB.

In his address to the nation
last week Acting President
Shahabuddin Ahmed said he
will deploy military units in
each upazila and, il neccssary
deeper Into the interfor, dur-
ing the Feb.27 clections.

The military units will assist
HDR and law enforcing agen-
cies to maintain peace and
order.

The source said the s
will be under the authority of a
magistrate in the area of their
deployment.

According to initial idea the
military units will be pm::.
at upazila headquarters is
of polling centres. They, the
source said will rush to the
scene if any trouble erupts.

!  Monday

Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka University Prof. Muniruzzaman Miah awarding prizes to talented students of Rokeya Hall on

—Star photo



