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A gold each

for teenagers

When 16-year-old
uzaman (Pinu)
heard that he had won
a Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Award he
found the news
unbelievable.

| Page 3
Editorial

Peoples and
Rights

Justice Abdur
Rahman Chowdhury
writes on patterns of
rights people are to
enjoy under a
government.
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International

US troops move
J for hammer
blows

US army's rapid

deployment force
headed north to

prepare for a
ground offensive
against Iraq.
Page 5

Feature

US move to

protect Israel
US airlifted Patriot
missile batteries to
Israel to protect it
| from Iraqi attack.

military base

DHAHRAN, Jan 20: Loud
explosions were heard on
Suniday evening at Dhahran,
which contains a major allied
military base and oil refinery
on the eastern Saudi coast,
witnesses said, reports Reuter.

Explosions
in Bahrain
MANAMA. Jan 20: Alarm

sirens sounded today in

Bl.hmin as ral explosions

ﬁ mmﬁpﬂﬂﬂd
radio md tclcvlshn mecanwhile
interrupted their programmes

to announce an “"imminent

danger® and urge the popula-

tlon o take cover indoors a
“siay calm,” reports AFP,

Skies cloudy
over Iraq

WASHINGTON, Jan 20:

Cloudy skies and scattered rain

are expected over Iraq and
Kuwait on Monday continuing a
weather: pattern that has
hampered US air strikes in
past days, a private US [ore-
caster said Sunday. reports
Reuter.

Rafsanjani asks
to close ranks

TEHERAN, Jan 20: lranian
President Ali Akbar Hashemi

Rafsanjani .today called on
Is states to close ranks in
an e to halt what he called

thée devastating, brutal and .

unequal war in the Gull, re-
ports AFP.

Japan to raise
taxes for aid

TOKYO. Jan 20: Japanesc
government is cbnsidering 1o
raise taxcs to expand its aid 1w

the campaign.
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Baghdad Air Force virtually intact, says British intelligence

Iraqi ground forces hammered

* Only part of forces used :
Saddam. .

* 157 Allied planes downed:
Iraq.

* US dispatching 7th aircraft
carrier.

* 56 planes from US base in
Turkey bomb northern Iraq.

* An unidentifed number of
Isracli planes deployed in

Turkey and takes part in

- .

* 22 Allied soldiers killed in
combat.

* Iraql missile hits Saudi
desert.

* Alr war shifts focus to Iragi

. mrmy in Kuwait.

* US Deputy Secretary of
State again in Israel.

* Saddam one-man show : US
commander.

WASIIINGTON, Jan 20: US
and Allled wa . ham-
moered Iraq's ground forces
Sunday as the US ment
moved (o bolster Isracl's de-
fcnoes against meore qul Scud
missile altacks,

Gen, Norman H
Schwartzkepl, Commandcr of
US forees in the Gull, said 22
allied seldicrs have been killed
or arc missing in action since
hostilitics began early Thurs-

day. lle told the American NDC
and CDS broadcasting ncl-
works that included 13 Amceri-
cans and nine soldiers of other
nationalilics.

The air war shifted its focus
from airficlds and other facili-
tics in Iraq to Iraqi army units
in Kuwait, including the
100,000-plus troops of the
top-rated Republican Guard.

Sch said thal one
aim of the is to inler-
fere with Iraq's command '!"
tem, which he
run by Iragi President Snddam
Husscin.

*Saddam llussein is a onc-
man show. Thatl's why we'rc
trying to scver thatl mntrul P
the general said.

AFP rcports: The United

Statcs Is sending a seventh
aircrall carrier to Lthe Gull to
help bolster Israel's defences
hgainst Iraqi attacks, a US gov
ernment source said Sunday.

The source, speaking on
conditton of anonymity, said
the USS Forrestal, currently in
a Florida Port, will be sent to
the eastern Mediterranean ‘in
the necar future’.

Meanwhile, the first Iragl
missiles to hit Saudi territory
Ianded harmlessly in the
descrt on Sunday, while the
US military launched Iits
biggest mission yet from
Turkey against Iraq, allied offi-
cers said,

Israeli planes in war

AFP reports f[rom Amman:
An unspecified number of Is-

racli warplancs were deployed
Friday at tht southemn Turkish

air base of Incirlik, Western
diplomatic sourccs said Sun-
*vThc sources did not
what light course the

took to get there but noted
that the dispatch of planes
came hours after Iraq launched

Sec Page 10 Col. 7

Kuwaiti Air Force crew prepare to load a 500 Ibs bomb into a Kuwaiti Skyhawk jet January 19

at an air base in eastern Saudi Arabia.

—AFP photo

erack

Candidates need to show
sources of fund in 7 days

By Reazuddin Ahmed and Moinuddin Naser

Candidates for the February
27 parliamentary clections will
be required to submiit a state-

ment within seven days from
mdlr with a disclosure of the

. le source ol fund to mect
the clection cxpenses. The

highcst ameunt of cxpenditure
has been limited to Taka three
lakh by Lhe Election
Commission,

The
reccently amended the
Representation of the People
Drsc-r, 1972 making it mnn!a
wory for every contesting candi-

| datc to submit the return of

cleetion  expenditure with

scven days from the date of

withdrawal of nomination pa-

pers. The withdrawal of nomi-

nation papers cxpires today.
The procedures of kecping

Elcction Cummianiﬂrn

the accounts have been stated
in the Government Gazette pub-

lished on January 14. According

lo this provision, an eclection
agent  shall duly
mainiain a rcgisicr of

receipts
- and .expenditurcs_in_ptescribed

form. The eclection agent s

within mmmmm

cation of the name of the re-

turnied candidate, under Article
19 or Articlc 39, submit to the
Retuming Offiecr. an account of
cleclion expenscs giving the

account of pcrsonal expendi-

ture. All vouchers shall be kept
with the account of election ex-

penses arranged according to
the dale of

priatec column of the relevant
account.

keep and

payment and scrially
numbcred. Such scrial number
shall be entered in the appro-

It is not, however, necessary,
while accounis to l.h:

Returning Officer, o Ec
ticulars nl' the Hrcu ﬂ:'l'd

to the i
says the

fill 1n-

source of income, burrbwingl

from relatives, horrwlnt from
persons other than relatives,

voluntary contributions from

persons other than relatives
and contributions from political

Every contesting candidate
shall have to submit a statcment
of his asscts and labilities

within seven days from the dale

of withdrawal ol nominalions

mrdi% to the amended pro-

vision. ¢ slalecment will have
See Page 10 Col. 7

CHANDIGARII, Jan 20: In-
dia has requested Yugoslavia to
take some initiative as Chair-

man of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) to stop Lhe

Gulf war, reports PT1.
The Prime Minister, Mr.
Chandra Shckhar, told re-

poricrs here that India was not
ignoring the war and had ear-

Ik:r rquﬂied anuhﬂn to

B D

J'mmrﬂ:lng to another re-
port: has proposcd sus-
pension of hostilitics in the
Gulfl to provide a pause of a
limited duration, and simuita-
ncous announcement of with-
drawal of ‘Iraqi troops from
Kuwait under a time-bound
programme.

India’'s permanent rcpre-
scntative to the UN, M. C. R
Gharekhan, has been holding
intensive bilateral discussions
with the members of the UN

Sccurity Council.

Consullalions arc also on in
New Delhi with India's Exler-
nal Affairs Minister and the
Iragqi . and Yugoslav
ambassadors.

The Forcign Scerclary, Mr,
Muchkund Dubcy, has asked
the Imagi envoy to convey In-
dia's proposal lo Iraqi Presi-

dent.
Paldstan

Xinkhua rcports from [slam-
abad: Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil has writlten let-
ters to 14 world lcaders and
the UN Secrclary General
asking them to excrt Lheir in-
Mucnces 16 stop the Gulfl war,
Pakistan Times reported on
Sunday. :

The report said the world
lcaders lh-L Primc Minister has
addressed included those of
the United States, Saudi Ara-
hia, Jordan, the Sovict Unfon,
France, the United Kingdom,

Move for ceasefire in Gulf

Kuwait, the United Arab Emi-
ratcs (UAE),
UN Sccurity Council and China.

Arafat

Reuter reports: PLO Chair-
man Yasscr Aralal has appcaled
to world Icaders to call for a
ceasclire in the Gull, the Palces-
tinian news agency Wala said

M;WMM

sages were sent 1o French
President Franceis Mitlcerrand
and DBritish Primec Minister
John Major who was asked lo
convey its contents te Wash-
inglon.

Pope

in Vatican City, AFP rcports:
Pope John Paul 1l appcaled ur
genlly to all sides in the Gull
war Sunday to try to stop the
conflict as quickly as possibic,
saying it threatencd to spread
throughoutl the Middie East.

nab Ershad men

By DU Correspondent

All Party Students' Unity
(APSU) on Sunday called upon
the government to accept
their four points demands, in-
cluding shifting of deposed
President Ershad into jail
within scventy-iwo hours.

The other demands in-
cluded, arrcst of Mizan
Chowdhury, Kaxzi Zafar, Anwar
llossain Manju, Naziur Rahman
Manju, Kazi Firoj Rasheed,
Ruhul Amin lawladar, Sheikh
Shahced and A.B.M. Shahjahan,
and all other closc associatcs
of Ershad.

They [urther demanded
strong punishment to crrupt

‘B{-_[ ials under the. hlﬁm

me, holding of trial of the
murdcrcrn of Dr. Milon and
withdrawal of all cases against
the lcaders and workers of
APSU.

The demands were an-.
munn‘d at a rally held in front

of the Sccretarfat building
Sunday.

The rally was addressed by
Chhatra Lecaguc (S-A) General
Sccrctary Ashim Kumar Ukil,
Chhatra League (H-S) Geneeal
Scerctary i Ahmed and
Jatiya Chhatra League General
Scerctary Kamal Hossain.

The lcaders said {he auto-
cratic government was dc-
posed but their associates
were still active, That is why
efforts are being, made to foil
the carctaker government's ef-
forts to hold elections.

Later, they handed over a

memorcndum ta the. Minfstry

of Home. Tha rally was fol- i |

lowed by a |
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Thousands of marchers demand
Gorbachev's resignation

MOSCOW, Jan 20:
Ilundreds of thousands of
Sovicts rallied in the heart of
Moscow on to protcst
the government's bloody
on Lithuania and
demand President Mikhail S.
Grobachev's resignation.

. The crowd that marched to
the Manezh Square in sight.of
the Kremlin was accompanicd
by a sca of ycllow, red and
green I..Ilhuaninn flags, red,
white and blue Russian flags
and banncrs denouncing
Gorbachev and military leadcrs
for the assault on the

| Lithuanian broadcast centre a

weck
dead.

A message [rom Russian
Federdtion President Boris N
Ycltsin, Gorbachev's leading ri-
val, held Gorbachev directly
responsible for the bloodshed
in Lithuania and the country's

that lcft 14 pcople

"'l'he danger of r.li::talnrahlp
has become a realily,” said
Yeltsin's message, which was
rcad by a supporter.

“The President has started
on the course of whipping up
cthnic pnuiunl. supporting
scif proclaimcd committees ol
salvation, striving Jor power,
on the path of justifying the
usc of wcapons against a
peaccful population,” it said.

Yurl Afanasicv, an historian
and leader of the Democratic
Russia reform movement, said
Lthe pn:rlul was called to regis-
ter "our decisive mw h:
actionary coursc of

The crowd responded with
shouts ol "Resign hlln
was the first time mhrml:n.
who until just reeently -up

ported Gorbachev, erganised

l.'ucul

rnlhr with the
being a for his resig-

nation.

"Ilangmen out of Lhe
Kremilin" "Down with the
Communist Party”
"Dictatorship will nol pass”,
the throngs chanted.

"We want those responsible
for the butchery (in Vilnius)-
Gorbachev, Pugo and Yazov-to
resign”, one banner said, re-
ferring to Interior Minisler
Boris Puge and Delcnce
Minsister Dmitri Yazov.

Other banners brandished
by Lhe protesters as they
marched through central

‘Moscow read: “Today Vilnjus,

tomorrow Moscow”,

The rally was organisd by
liberal political such as
Demeocratic Russia and with
the backing of radical Moscow
Mayor Gavriil Popov.

Gorbachev is widely per-
ceived to have taken a more

Sec Page 10 Col. 3

+ Awami

AL stands for

| disciplined armed

forces ; Hasina

Leaguc President
Shetkh 1lasina Sunday said her
parly stands for a disciplined
armcd forces and wants to
prescrve its image and
prestige.

Addressing processionisls
[ram Mirpur and Motijhcel
units at Bangabandhu Bhaban
yesterday afternoon, tLhe
Awami Leaguc chiel said the
army should not be used as
weapon for capluring power
and hringir
conlruntatioh with pcople. |

See Page 10 Col. 5

AL move to
“salvage talks

with partners

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League leaders, in a
frantic bid to salvage the col-
lapsed seat-sharing dialogue
wnh partners of the Eight-
party Alliance, resumed talks
last might, The formation of the
l¢ft unitly embarassed Awami
Lr.- ue, accerding to Eight-

y Sources.

Awami League offercd only
32 scats to six parties ol the
Eight-party Alllance, which
angered the partners. Awami
League sources last night

See Page 10 Col. 1

Bush-supporter
son killed by
father

From Qur Correspondent -

CHITTAGONG, Jan 20: A
pro-Saddam father killed his
Bush-supporter son in
Chokoria upazila of Cox's Bazar
district on Friday.

Amudhl to a delayed re-

t, ia (B5) hutch:n:d
ﬁ: Hnnll'wllh a'
[t:happcrl at his B-rnh-kia
house of Chokeria. A hecated
dcbate between the two over
the Gulf war led to the grue-

some killing,
See Page 10 Col. 1

r them in a state of |

i

50 per cent fall in
‘international flights

By Asiuzzaman Retu

tion of morc than
50 percent’ international
flights through Zia
International Airport has been
suspcended duc to shortage of
passcengers  following the
oulbreak of the Gull war, a
senfor afrport official said

"The number of passengcrs
fell by 70 to 80 per cent
during the last three days, so
we had to reduce our flights.”

The opera

the official said.
Normally 7000 to pas-
sengers nﬂh*thru

port cveryday bul, aﬁ':r the
Gulf war broke oul
Thursday the number of pas-

scngers has come down to
around 1 m h said.

Till 10 §
pnslanm 444 [nr-
eigners left ika. Most of
them were Brllilh and

on

American nationals as the two
cmbassics stancd evacuation ol
their non-csscntial stall,

The number of Mights has
been reduced by a half. On
normal days, about 16 flights
fly from Zia cveryday but the
number has now been reduced
to scven or cighl Nights a day
Scven MNights departed from
Dhaka ill 10 pm yesterday,
the source said.

Earlier, the [lights to all the
eight destinations of the

thu'nm and Jeddah.
The source said, securily al

the airport has been further
tightened.
Meanwhile, an  aleralt
to Gulf Air remains
stranded at the Zia
Internationa Airport for the
L SHFJH. I“Cul 7

President of the |

UP election
uncertain
UP election

By Nazmul Ashral

ilolding of
Parishad clections has bocome
uncertain the recemt
political in
country.

The tenure of the cxist'ng
Union Parishads cxpires on

changcs

' February 9 this ycar.

The Election Commission

ions lor hold-

tions came to a halt
commission its activitics
for the 27 Jatiya
Sangsad (parliament) clec-
thons.

Election Commission

- sources said, no order was is-
' sued by the Interim govern-

menl regarding the Unilon

cmnrn and mem-

bers of the Union Parishads at

their grand rally in Dhaka in
late 1990 demanded cxtension
of the t term of the
Marishads 10 five ycars. Il was
not, however, acccpted

Sec Page 10 Col. 1

Taka 3 crore

By Staff Correspondent

A casc has been lodged with
Ramna thana against a former
| Minister and three former

burcaucrats for misap-
propriation of over Taka 31
crore.

They are former Food Min-
ister Major_ ([retd] Igbal Hos-
sain Chowdhury, former Am-

bassador in Anwarul
Masud, former economic
counscllor in Bangkok Khon-
daker Abul Hossain and a
[ fotmér

Food Ministry A. Khan
Chowdhury.

An official of the Anti-cor-
ruption Department has lod-
ged the case.

The persons allegedly
showed a false requircmoent
statcment for procurcment of
two lakh mgtric lons el rice in

See Page 10 Col. 1

Khaleda for
protection
of local
industries

By Staff Correspondent

Begum Khaleda Zia, Chair-

of National-

ist Parly (ONP) yesterday

called for restricling imports

and allowing tarifl protection
to local industrics.

Exchanging views with a
dclegation ol industrialists she
reficrated her party'’s stand for
a stronger private sector and

foreign dircct investments for
the rapid indust ralisation.

The dclcgation, led by
Subed Ali met her at the resi-
dence of the BNP |lcader
Collretd) AIS.M. Mustalizur Ra-
hman.

Begum Zia, who is alse the
leader of Seven-party Alllance
said local industries were de-
stroyed to protect floreign in-
terests during the rule of the
former president, H.M. Er-
shad. h was turned
into a goods
by encouraging The
unrulrlﬂﬂl imports floreed

See Page 10 Col. 2

Ca 1talbasemaybermsed

In an attempt to tackle the
problem of bad dcbts and
stuck-up loans, which have

ralysed normal opcrations in
F:L nationaliscd banking sec-
tor, all banks are likely to be
required to substantially raise
their capital basc.

Details of change are being

worked out by Bangladesh
Bank, though implementation
will probably wail until the in-
stallation of an clected gov-
ernment.
. Banking sources say ncarly a
quarticr of outstanding nation-
aliscd bank loans — Tk 5,000
crore out of Tk 19,000 are un-
likcly 1o be repaid. Biggest de-
faulicrs include big busincas-
men and industrialisis.

A group of about 200 people
is lcarnt obtained huge loans

because of thelr connections
with Lhe previous rcgime.

Sonali Bank lops the list of
banks with outstanding loans.
It is owed Tk 2,000 crorc.
Janata Dank is owed Tk 1,500
crorc, Agrani Bank Tk 600
and Rupali Bank Tk 600 crore.

Alarms were first sounded
in the mid 1980s. Bul sieps Lo
resirain eredit expansion and
recover loans were thwarled
by high-level political interven-
Ltion.

Recently, World Bank and
International Fund
(IMF) have been p for
reforms. They have en
threalening o withhold a dis-
bursement of 50 million dol-
lars under the i seclor

credit programme.
Fatlure o come lo grips

to tackle bad debt problem

By Shahiduzzaman Khan

with the problcm of bad debts
has had a range of effects, in-
chuding increased inflation and
slowdown iIn preductive in-
vestmend.

The capilal base provisions,
now being drawn by
Bangladesh Bank, arc part of
widcer efforts to restore somc
conflidence. follow inter-
nalional rccommendations
the Daslc Commitice whic
was scl up by a group of 10
m:hpr industrialised countrics
with the aim of strengthening
banking collaboration between
them. The commitiec’s sug-
grstions, which are issued In-
termiticnily, are nlll' followed,
partly or whelly, iany
cou

Under the exisling sysiem
Sec Page 10 Col. |



