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Bishwa Ijtema
begins today
By Staff Correspondent

The three-day Bishwa
ljtema. also called Bishwa
Tablig Jamat, at
Tongl on the of the river

Devotees from about 37
countries including. India,
Pakistan, Srl . USA,
Saudi Arabia, Malaysia,
donesia, Jordan, Bahrain,
Libya, Canada, Qatar, the
United Arab Emirate, Burma,
and Thafland will attend the
Ijtema. It is in the second
largest annual religious
gathering of Muslims after
mm Makkah of Saudi

Arrangements for the
ljtema had been completed,
with erected on an
area of about one square mile.

Amir of Bishwa Tablig Ja-
mat Hazrat Moulana Enamul
Ehsan will conduct ‘akheri
m "on Monday, the con-
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Kremlin may use Gulf war as
cover for Baltics crackdown

VILNIUS (Soviet Union), Jan
A

military commandant in Vilnfus
who ordered his release this

morming.

“The gave its assur-
ances that would be no
more actions like this.” Povilio-
nis said. "But last night shows

are still out to intimidate

use force. is pos-
sible with them at t mo-
ment.”

A pariamentary spokesman
said a Soviet armoured vehicle
had crushed a saloon car, but
there was no word on casual-
tes.
The ar actions were in vi-
olation of ges by the Viinfus
commandant --given after para-
troopers killed 13 Lithuanians

interior Minister Boris
agreed to talks with Latvian
President Anatoltjs Gorbunovs
after the pro-independence
leader ordered Interior Min-

istry special troops out of the
republic. Latvian radio said Fri-

But the radio gave no date
for the talks. involving Mr. Pugo
a former Latvian Communist
Party Chief and local KGB head.

The Interior Ministry In
Moscow would not confirm the
report.

iIn a telegram (o Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev
late Thursday., Mr Gorbunovs
said that unless measures were
taken to "stop the actions of

Pugo has

driver manning a barricade in

the Giga suburbs, erected to

aveM a military crackdown

against the nationalist govern-

ment.
The Latvian government
meanwhile rejected as

"distnformation” a declaration
by a national Salvation Commit-

language daily Sovietskaya
Latvia, in which 1t stated its in-

lention W seize power.

A delegation from the
Supreme Soviet, the full-time
parlament in Moscow, sent to
Riga
committee "does not reflect re-
ality”™.

said the 76-member

Hasina begins

poll campaign
Monday

By Staff Correspondent
Awami League chiefl Sheikh
Hasina will begin election

from Tungipara
after fateha at the

I Baneiann ot g |

Mujibur
21. She will address a public
meeting there.

The programme includes a
public mee at Laldighi
maidan in Chittagong on

24. During her stay
there, Hasina will offer
fatecha at the mazars of Hazrat
Maizbhandari and Hazrat
Amanat Shah. She will also
visit Kaiballya Dham Mandir.

Sheikh Hasina will address
public meeting at Rangamati
and Betbunia on January 25
and at Sylhet 29
where she will offer at
the mazars of Hazrat Shah
Jalal (R} and Hazrat Shah
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The Midnight Filé&

Bangladeshis in Amman safe

Bangladeshi nationald in Amman. Jordan, are sale, a
foreign office source said Fnh;r,uhrd-l_nh
border and Bangladeshi nationals in Baghdad and can

enter Jordan without any problem, reports BSS.

Blast kills two in London

BRISTOL [E , Jan 18 : Twe
two injured in the southérn ':
in an explosion at a Kuwaiti-owned petrol station, pelice
ThetnjumdmuhntnMﬂh-lﬂh“
was nol known. a spokesman sald, reports AFP.

Pakistan expels Iraqgi diplomat

1W.J-;t“*d-qu
confirmed

W leave the ﬁﬂ‘“”m” s

agitation the “.the Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP) a Foreign Office official as saying
reports AFP

cluding day of the Ijtema. forced 1o stand in the cold for in an assault on the city's televi-  this unit, our concerns for the The Latvians fear a crack- TAIPEL, Jan 18 A strong carthquake measuring 6.1 on the
The number of devotees is | three hours with his hands on Sion tower last Sunday -- to cur-  population will force us to lig- down after last Sunday's mili- Paran(R). Richter Scale struck eastern Taltwan Friday, shaking
lilely to be less this years be- his head before being made to tail military operations for the uidate this group of bandits”. tary assault on the television 'Mm.u C‘I'ealing buildings in Taipet and other cities, butl there were no reports
cause of the Gulf war, election | lie face down in a military time being. The special unit, known as station in Vilntus, the capital of J of injurics or damage. The quake was centred at sea about 50
campaign and cold wave, truck. Latvia the "Black Berets” Wednesday neighbouring Lithuania, in terrorism in km (30 miles) south of the eastern port of Huallen, the Central
He was then driven to the AFP adds from Riga : Soviet shoi dead a 39-ykar-old truck which 14 Hpeople were killed. Water Burcau said. Several strong quakes, which are
: Bh d L | relatively common in Talwan, have hit the area since mid-
Khﬂ]ﬁd&‘ﬁ Ca.lr o an ana December, reporia Reuler

The leaders of Dhaka Prim‘ml h"“d P“niah
Frem Page 1 University Students Union AN o ik in e e :
CSsU) terday expresscd , Jan 18: persons, including the principa
and fair clection, UNB. m F;.muftm at the of a college were killed, and two Injured In Munjab since last

Addressing meeting r deep

o i terrorism created by Ershad's night. A major tragedy was averied following the tUmely

at Mohammadpur Bus Stand
yesterday afternoon, she regret-
ted that corrupt associates of l
Ershad were still moving freely

and engaged in creating a
chaos.

detection of a bomb In a stadium in Ludhiana. Mr O P Vijh
was gunned down by four armed militants in the Multanimal

Modi College premises in Patalia Friday, reports PT1.
L] L] L]
Sharif cancels visit to Iran
ISLAMABAD. Jan 18: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil has

indefinitely postponed visits to lran and Turkey because of
the Gulf war, the government said Friday. Sharil was o leave

associate Anwar Hossain
Manju at Bhandaria, reports
: R M e ' b in a statement Mr.
: g | Amanullah Aman and Khairul
Kabir Khokan, VP and GS re

spectively of DUCSU said the
victory achieved by people's

Presided over by Atiqul Islam

Matin, the meeting was ad-
dressed, among others, 5‘ Prol
AQM Badruddeoza C hury,
Prof Jahanara Begum, Shah
Alam. Ehsanul Huq Setu
Nazimuddin Alam.

The meeting was organised |

by Mohammadpur unit of Jatly-

atabadi Chhatra Dal, the student
wing of BNP, in observance of
the 55th birth anniversary of

late President Ziaur Rahman.

Electoral

From Page 1

Ahmedul Kabir.
The Five-party Alliance

could not succeed in having a
ul dialogue with the

meaningf
Eight-party Alliance or the
Scven-party Alliance. The
possibility seems to be bleak
and the Five-party Alliance was
preparing to contest the polls
without any seat adjustments.

The Five-party Alliance
submitted a list of about 150
candidates to BNP for electoral
understanding. But BNP did
not give any reply. Nor did it
give any date to the Five-Party
Alllance to sit together for
adjustment of seats till last
night.

According to a BNP source,
difference of opinion among
the hierarchy of the party on
electoral understanding has

become sharpened on the |

issue whether it should go for
an electoral alliance at all.
Among the Five-par
Alliance, Kazi Arefl of
(Inu), Moinuddin Khan Badal of
BSD (Muhboob) and Nirmol
Sen of Krishak Sramik
i Dal, were in favour
of an electoral understanding
with the Awami League while
Haider Akbar Khan Rone of
Workers Party and Hasanul
Haque Inu of JSD (Inu) were in
favour of an alliance with the
BNP. BSD (Bhuiyan), Oikya
Prokriya and a section of UCL
are also in favour of an
electoral alllance with the 7-

Five-party sources said, on
the other hand Awami
was not in a position fo
accommodate the leaders of
the Five-party Alliance.

AL victory-
From Page 1
ers including Amir Hossain
Amu, Mr Ataur Rahman Khan
Kaisar. Mr Muzaffar Hossain
Palltu and K M Jahangir were
present.

Sheikh Hasina said, Awami
League does politics not for
power but to uphold the rights
and causes of the common
people.

She said, the long
for the fall of autocracy

again proved that the Awami
League workers could make

any saerifices for establishing

the "
Lehing e rofe 6P Awami
League workers of Kotwali and
Sutrapur in struggle against
“the terrorist design of the
Hasina
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nt (;f the US mhasuy in Dhaka against at.c un Iraq, yesterday.

—————

People demonstrati fro
® d ,
Iraq strikes Israel 5
family 1n
From Page 1 saying the citizenry had been  Gulf war. Iraq also reported .
two days of the i:‘r it main- enlisted to help in the fighting.  shooting down a total of 72 al- Mauntania ‘7
tained its defiant tgone in a According to a latenight licd aircralft and captioning .
message read on Iraqgi radio: © AFP news: US Forces renewed  S0me US pilots. LONDON, Jan 18 : The
Let the United States hear the heavy aerlal bombardment of The total number of allied pgrytigh Broadcasting
wailing of its daughter im- Baghdad as night approached plancs downed increased from  corporation reported Friday
planted in the heart of the following Friday the Cable three on Thursday to seven on  (hat Jraqi President Saddam
Arab homeland.” News Network reported citing Friday. Hussein has sent his family and
Meanwhile, refugees poured Pentagon sources the targets unspecified senfor government
out of Iraq. include central The downed planes In- officials to Mauritania in west-

At least 16,000 pe;ﬁl: were
fleeing friday, said Sergio
I""ln:l:i.g an olacul of the U.N
Disaster Relief Coordinator in
Geneva

Some 8,000 Iraqgis have
crossed the border with Iran
and about 8,000 Egyptians left
Iraq for Jordan.

Also Friday, the Iraaqi News
Agency quoted Parliament
Speaker Saadi Mehdi Saleh as

In Moscow, Soviet Defence
Ministry sources also said
Iraq's Airforce is unlikely to
retaliate after massive bombing
raids by the U S -led alliance
as all the Iraqi airports and
landing strips have been de-
stroyed.

Iraq said Friday it had fired
several missiles at Saudi Arabia
and pledged that 'rivers of
blood’ would be shed in the

cluded three US craft, two
British Tornado fighter-
bombers, an Itallan Tormado
and a Kuwaiti Skyhawk, ac-
cording to allied officials.
France and Saudi Arabia partic-
ipated in the aerial assaults.

US planes had shot down
eight Iraqgi aircraft in air-to-air
combat .,

* One US pilot also has been
killed, officials said.

ern Africa, reports AP.

But an embassy spokesman
in Mauritania "we have no
information that would tend to
confirm that.”

The BBC which

report,

cited unidentified Western
diplomatic sources, said two

Iraqgi Airways planes Il.ndedhlr

Mauritania on W

movement was being threat-
enced because of these anti-
people armed hoodlums and
mastans of the autocratic
ruler, a press release said.

The associates of Ershad
were attempting to create an-
archy and terrorism In their
respective areas in the old
style, it pointed out.

The DUCSU leaders de-
manded that the nominations
of the associates of Ershad in-
cluding Anwar Hossain Manju

PDB plan

From Page |

reduction of domestic
consumption of electricity.
Shops may be asked to shut
down by 6 p.m. to save
electricity.

Meanwhile, the Petroleum
Corporation s establishing
contacts with Singapore
suppliers to get immediate
supply of crude from there.
Besides, our missions in
Australia, Indonesia and
Malaysia have been asked to
talk with the petroleum
authorities in those countries
for supplying crude to
Bangladesh.

A source in the Petroleum
Corporation told The Daily Star
that if the war ends within ten
to fifteen days, Bangladesh will
face no problem. In casc of a
lingering war, an alternative
supply line will have to be
opened with countries of
South East Asia and Far East.

Bangladesh may even approach
China to supply crude in case

of emergency.

Series of protests

From Page ]
country's economic ({ront.
Dishonest traders have re-
sorted to hoarding and the
prices of essentials have
marked a sharp rise. Export of
frozen fish and vegeta-
bles to the Middlecast has

sto !

‘T‘E:dmmment has taken
contingency plans including
drastic cut in power and gaso-
line use.

Different political parties
and social tions ex-

their concern at the
outbreak of the Gulfl war. In
separate statements, most

said, the panic of the
Gulf war would engull the
whole world unless it was
stopped just now.

Neutral countries should
mediate the crisis they added.

The parties and organisa-
tions which issued statements

No Bangladeshi
hurt in attack
By M&m&nt

There was no Bangladeshi
:ﬂlﬂyhmtwm.::
refinery at Dahran
r places Saudi Arabia due

]

to Iragf missile attack yester-

Fakhruddin Ahmed, Adviser
for Foreign Affairs, told The
Daily Star that Saudi local au-
thorities had evacuated civil-
from areas bordering

o

:

| Kuwait and Iraq. -

are: the Five-Party Alliance,
Muslim League (Ayen Uddin],
the United Nations
Association of Bangladesh
(UNADB), Bangladesh Tafsiliati

Federation and Bikrampur

Muktijoddha Kalyan Sangstha.
Agitation

From Page 1
According to embassy sources,
no was done to the US
mission building. A few win-
dow panes of the Saudi emab-
ssy were, however, damazed.

A series of processions
were brought out in the city
after Jumma prayer. The pro-
cessionists carried the por-
traits of Saddam and chanted
slogans against the US pres-
ence in the Gulf, like "Saddam
you go ahead: we are with you",
"Down with Zionism"™ "no war
for ofl”. also bumnt the ef-

missions have deputed many
.wardens to look r their na-
tionals in Bangladesh. When a

car of a warden was passing
through Baridhara, it was
% by the protesters.

_ Most of processions
were brought out from differ-

Jumma prayer.
Earlier, the missions of the
United States, the United

had given instructions to their
nationals to remain inside
their houses after Jumma,

ﬂcpomm&ythcﬂm'

Foreign Office till last night

The Western embassies in

ﬂdmtmiﬂh#=m Dhaka have planned evacuation

Editor : _S._M; Ali

Published by the Editor on beh#lf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52 Mo-
tijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at Offset Print-
‘ing Dialogue Publications Ltd., 19 Kazi Nazrul Islam Ave-
‘nue, Dhaka-1215. Editorial, News & Commercial offices:
28/1, Toynbee Circular Road, Dhaka-1000. Tel: 246023-4

(PABX), 863035, 863036.

| f

The Acting President has
promulgated an ordinance giv-
ing the union parishads and
pourasavas certain special re-
sponsibilities for maintaining
alw and order during the par-
l:amentary elections with a
view to ensuring free and fair
elections, an official handout

said yesterday, reports BSS.

~ The ordinance, entitled “the
Union Parishad and Poura-
shava (Special Responsi-
bilities) Ordinance, 1991° re-
quires of the union parishads
and pourasavas of the country
to perform certain special res-
ponsibilities, within their
respective jurisdictions, to
maintain law and order during
the parliamentary polls.

The ordinance empowers
the t to dissolve any
union parishad or pourasava
in the event of its failure to

union pa;rishads and poura-
savas will be required to per-
form the following special
responsibilities within their
respective jurisdictions during
the period of parliamentary
polls, that is, from the last day

of of fiing nomination papers
for the elections to the seventh

anti-law-and-order activities
and keeping the concerned

ing of free, fair and impartial
elections and to brief the con-
cermed agencies on such activi-

UPs,

ties: (E) clnu monitoring of

free and peaceful holding of
election rallies, processions
and publicity and to hand over
the persons responsible for
disruption of such rallies, pro-
cessions and publicity to the
law enforcing es: (F) to
take effective steps to resist
any attempt to harm or destroy
and office, symbol, poster,
banner of related to the
elections: (G) to identify the
manufacturers, carriers or
users of {llegal arms or

exp
not be apprehended, to inform
the concerned authority about

them immediately, and (H) to
resist any attempt of violating
election laws and rules on the
day of the polls and to extend
necessary assistance to con-
cerned authorities and offi-
cials' in the enforcement of
such laws and rules.
Acvording to the ordinance,

Call to reduce
diesel price

yester
diately reducing the price of
diesel in the interest of paddy

statement said the

J Party government had
e £ rice of diesel last

uneconomical. 10 days
are left for of IRRI-Boro
she out

BNP- chiefl cautioned
that the country might
face/serious food deficit, if
farmers decide to stay away
from IRR-Boro production.

ourasavas

the government would dissolve
any union parishad or pou-
rasava 1f it is not satisfied that
the concerned Union Parishad
or Pourasava did not try its
best, or showed any slackness
or has deliberately failed to
perform any of these special
functions.

Wrif

From Page 1
Supporters of Kader
Siddiky also demonstrated in

Dhaka City yesterday demand-
ing his immediate relcase.
Meanwhile, preparations
are under way to challenge the
detention of ‘the valiant free-
dom fighter at the Supreme
Court. A writ petition will be
filed within a couple of days,

Saturday for Tehran and then Ankara for talks on economic
and regional issucs, report AP

CNN allowed to broadcast

NEW YORK, Jan |8: lraq

{ authorities allowed Cables News

Network to resume broadcast feeds from Baghdad carly
Friday, more than 12 hours afler forcing the US Lelevision
network to suspend its reports. Just before |1 am. Thursday

(1900 GMT) , however, the reporters said they

had becn

ordered by Iragli military authorities to cease broadcasts,

reports AP

‘SAARC can lessen war effect’

KATHMANDU, Jan 18: The Secretary-General of the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Mr. K K
Bhargava, today called for speeding up the pace of regional
cooperation which, he said, had the potential of mitigating
the adverse consequences of the Gulf crisis. Mr. Bhargava said
that the SAARC member countries could have good exchanges
of thoughts about this and “we can jointly place our genuine
problems before the international community for assistance
to us because we are very badly hit by the crisis,” reports PTI.

Diplomats cross into Iran

NICOSIA, Jan 18: The Afghan Ambassador in Baghdad and
his family, nine Algerian diplomats and two Bahraini

students crossed the border into Iran. Number of Iragis

have

also taken refuge in Iran since U S and allied forces began
launching heavy air and missile attacks on Iraql targets since
early Thursday, the Iranian new agency IRNA said, reports

Reuter.

UN Council

From Page 1
the fighting.
Iran
AP reports from UN:

Iranian President Hashemmi
Ralsanjani is trying to per-
suade Iraq to withdraw from
Kuwiat and has offered to aid
victims of the Gulf war, lran’'s
UN Ambassador said Thursday.

Reports from Nicosia: A se-
nior Iranian cleric Ayatollah
Emami Kashani said Friday
that if Iraq withdrew from
Kuwait, the whole Muslim
community would expel the
US and its allies from the re-
gion, the Islamic Republic
News Agéncy reported.

Moscow condemns
Iraqi hit on Israel

Meanwhile the Soviel
Union on Friday condemned
the Iraql missile attack on
Israel. The official news
agency Tass said the incident
marks a new dangerous turn-
ing point in the Gulf conflict.

USSR lately has been try-
ing to mend fences with
Israel, with which it cut ofl
deplomatic tics in 1967, Last
year, the Israclis and Soviets
decided to re-open consulates.

Germany
Germany condemned lraq's
missile attack on Israel today
but asked the Jewish state not
to strike back. New Zealand
and Philippines also con-
demned the Iraqgi attack.

India concerned

PT1 reports: The Indian
Prime Minister, Mr Chandra
Shekhar, said here today that
"thou India is not in the

theatre of Gull War,
as a developing courntry it will
be influenced by the impact of
the war if the war does not
come to an early end. We are
concerned in this because we
have to depend on the Gulf
region we have closer les
with Arab countries and what-

ever happened there, will in-
fluence India”,

Japan

Japanese Prime Minister
Toshiki Kaifu said on Thursday
Japan would provide addi-
tiomal funds to help defray the
costs of the US-led war
against lrag.

NATO-Turkey

AFP reports: In Brussels,
the North Atlantic Trealy
Organisalion (NATO) was

mecting today to discuss the
overnight Iraqi attack on
Isracl and Turkey's increasing
exposure to the Gull war. The
Alliance would react strongly
to any Iraqi attack on Turkey,
the only NATO member to
share a border with Iraq.

On Thursday the Turkish
government approved the use
of Turkish military bases by
forcign forces ‘if necessary.’

In further development, 25
US warplanes took off from
the Incirlik llrnlefd airbase
in southern Turkey ecarly
Friday and returned to base

sometlime later.
it was notl immediately

clear whether the planes went
on a bombing mission against

| targels.
s ﬁnw'::w:r. Saddam

Hussein's missile attack Friday
on lsrael applied new stresses
on Arab members of the US-
led anti-lraq coalition.

Jordan's independent and
pro-government newspapers
‘Al-Shaab’, Al-Ral and Al-
Destour applauded Iraq's
missile strikes against Israel
today as officials kept silent
about the attack.

The independent An-
Nahar Newspaper saw the war

spreading with a ‘redrawing of

Fire in
Dilkusha
By Staff Correspondent

A fax and a word process-

Fire brigade said that the
cause of fire and the ammount

of properly gutted are yet o

Siddiqui elected

Rotary DGN -
By Staff Correspondent

Rtn. L. K. Siddiqui of
r:.hm-pn{ Rotary C has
been elected District

Governcer Nominee (DGN) for
the year 1992-83. He was
elected at the Distriet
Conference h::i the Rotary
District 328 al
Hotel on January lT:ﬂ-Ira
Rotarian PDG Igbal Ansari
Khan has been clecled dele-
o the

o be

gate from District 328
Council on Legislation

held in the United States In
1992.




