- s just
+Saddam's Iraq s the
nigh ‘Umare of this new’ e for
the \West - an ¢ slate
arme d with conventional.
chemi cal and possibly biologi-
cal we: Ypons bursting 1 on
‘rich rnan's ba t. Even
worse. the West [inds {tsell

bare the s'oft ofl-dependent
underbelly of the Western
, bu t also capitalised
on the weakn ess of the selec-
tive Western a, opeal to morality
and internatio nal law u) pre-
serve an status quo).
Crying foul o ver the b reach

of Kuwaiti sove reignty rings
hollow Pwn tihe long] US
record ol military intervention
in the Caribbear' and Latin
America.

US moral outitage looks
skin-deep - for instamce, in
May 1987 Washingto n was only
too ready to forgive | maq for an
Exocet missile attac 'k on the
frigate USS Stark in the Gulf
that left 37 American seamen
dead. Saddam was reg arded as
a good guy bolsten'ng the
forces of light ir 18t the
darkness of Ayatollah R uhollah
Khomeini.

And yet, even then,
Baghdad's programme ag ‘ainst
Kurdish
carried out as brutally as « vday.
torture and arbitrary imp 'ris-
onment was pe Olit-
ical opposition within lraq \ vas
as non-existent as it is now. To
wheel out these argumen ‘s
scveral later as a justil 1-
cation for military interventio n
in the Gulfl betrays (th«®
bankruptcy of the Weslern!
casec.
Washington has overperson-
alised the crisis. daubing
Saddam as an international
devil in the mould of Fedel
Castro and Colonel Gadalfli.
Saddam has responded with
dexterous manipulation of in-
ternational television to defuse
this image and called for a
Holy War against the Infidel
WestL

The West has few real
friends in the Middle East and
Saddam has p the card of
Arab nationalism masterfully,
weakening the resolve of even
the closest US Arab allies by
threatening to draw [srael into
any conflict and repeatedly
demanding some resolution of
the Palestinian question as a
condition of a settiement over
Kuwail

Seizing on the opportuni-
ties created by the virtual
withdrawal of the Soviet Union
from the Middie East stage,
Saddam has opened a political
Pandora’s box, leaving the US
and fts Western backers look-
ing flat-footed. Decades of ar-
rogant manipulation of the
politics of the region have fi-
nally come home to roost

Just as the victory of the
Victcong over US forces in
Vietnam marked p military
turning point in the post-
World War Two global order -
Uncle Sam was no longer re-
garded as invincible - so
Saddam's invaston of Kuwait
marks a turning point in the
post-Cold War era, for he has
demonstrated the economic
vulnerability of the West.

While the Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) nations were able to
muscle in on the West's booty
with the huge ofl price rises of
1973-74, Saddam has gone a
step further and, abandoning
economic means, simply taken
what he wants by force.

In the eyes of many in the
developing world, he has done
nothing worse than adopt the
bullyboy tactics that the West
has been using for a century or
more to ensure a ready supply
of cheap labour and raw ﬂ'
riails from Asia, Latin America.
the Caribbean and Africa.

There was profound
symbolism in the embrace
shared by Saddam and
Zambian President Kenneth
Kaunda, for long an unofficial
spokesman for the poorer
nations, in just two
days alter the faflure of the
Geneva peace talks.

And this despite the fact
that it is the economies of the
developing world that have
suffered most from the fall-out
of the crists and would be so
badly hit economically if war
was to occur. Overnight
Saddam has become an inter-
national hero in continents he

L

nations.

This Western indifference
has backfired for it has created
the econditions in which
Saddam could become power-
ful to invade Kuwait, in
which such an invasion could
actually become conceivable
:Lﬂmju-tpnﬂk.m-

"Flis move has been so radi-
cal that it has taken London,

A couple of migratory birds in flight over the Dhaka skies. During the winter, such birds—in astounding numbers—a
the world from as far as Siberia in the Soviet Union. —Star Photo. '
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In the eyes of many in the South, Saddam Hussein
is a hero, both resisting the bullyboy tactics that the
North has used for so long to monopolise global
economic resources and using them for his own ends.
In this, the invasion of Kuwait marks a turning point
in the post-Cold War era. As the Associate Editor of
Gemini News Service argues, whatever the outcome

of the Gulf crisis, the West can no longer regard the

developing world simply

as a resource fo be exploited

and manipulated, or, if it does, then it is at its own
peril. by Tom Aston

Washington, Brussels and Paris

by surprise.

And his has been
so cunning that the Western
alllance has been left with
little option but to threaten to
i Yludgeon him to death - the
rightmare scenario - despile
tl v¢ huge price it will have to
p: v militarily and economically
in doing this.

Apart from the global envi-
ror imental impact of a war,
whi 'ch is likely to hit the de-
velo ping countries worst of all,
an i \ttack on Saddam is likely
to le ave the West with a legacy
of p1 viound Arab hatred cven
amor gst the peoples of its so-
callec | allies.

Th e real horror of such a
war has yel to permcalc 1he
minds of the Western public,
mainly ' due to the blinkered
media coverage given o the
milttary ' build-up in the Gulfl
Time an d again British and US
servicen wn have been intcr-
viewed o, n television and radio
describin, g the war as “a job

that's got to be done. so let's
get on wit h it”
Reports have pointed to the

battle-read iness of the allies’
air and gro und forces. empha-
sising their technical superi-
ority, large:ly ignoring the
terrifying retality of modern

warfare and the battle-hard-
enced Iragi forces that Allied
troops will have to flush out of
extensive trench networks.

The civilian casualtics of a
conflict would run to hundreds
of thousands, yet those who
have questioned the necessity
of war have fallen victim to
the anachronistic label of
“appeaser”.

It is fronic that the West is
not more prepared to give
economic sanctions against
Iraq a chance to bite, for any
war would ultimately be about
retaining the economic status
quo and the costs of war would

be so huge as to offset the eco-
nomic benefits for a consider-
able time after hostilitics
ceased.

Politics has been reduced to
its most crude level - that of
brute force - and as both sides
sound the drums of war, both
are seen in all their ugliness.
The failure of Western policy
in the Gulfl has never been
more stark for it has made an
unlikely hero of Saddam in
much of the developing world
and revealed the lie on which
the affluence of the North is
based.

To resort to war to try to
conceal this failure would, in
the long-term, only exacerbate
the instability of the North-
South “divide. In the short-
term, peace through sanctions
would be a safer option.

In the long run “a new poli-
tics” is needed in Washington,
London, Paris, Brussels and
Bonn so that another Gulf cri-
sis becomes an impossibility.
The North must tear down the
economic Berlin Wall it has
built around the South and give
up its ostrich-like indifference
to the genuine needs ‘of the
developing world.

— GEMINI NEWS

China Faces Baby
Despite Birth Conirol

hwcﬁhihmmumafhumﬁﬁﬂ#y
over birth corvtrol, China is about to enter its third

baby boom as a large
earlier

number of women, the result of

booms\, enter their child-bearing years. As
Gemini News Service reports, the problem of over-
population is e xacerbated by widespread dodging of

birth conivol re,

he most |populous

natton in (he world

will face a p opulation
crisis in the next de«:ade. The
Nineties will bring China's

third baby boom. as 1 2 millon

women a year, the mselves
Cultural Revolution boom ba-
bies, enter their child -bearing

completed in October, found
that China’s populatiion, at
1,133,682,501 was abcmut 15
million over target. And
Western experts believe the
margin of error in the l:i:nﬂuar
mihvcbeenlnﬂwmnun

There are 40 babies born
every minute in China, aryd 49
abortions for every 100' live
births. The birth rate has

from 24 per 1,000 in
ties to 19 per 1,000
officials claim
that this means 2100

340 million..

More than a third of all
births are illegal, that {s an es-
timated nine million per year.
Despite the official one child
policy, between 1980 and
1987, the average Chinese
family had 2.47 children.

In the countryside, the pol-
icy is regarded as yet another
intrusion by the state into pri-
vate life and considered as a
rule to be evaded or bent. Most
people see their childbirth
:?:::m simply in terms of

nuclear family. not in the
terms which the government
constantly uses: of [uture
famine and disaster if popula-
tion growth goes ked.

Where families have been
sutcessfully kept small. this

has usually been as a result of
threats and fines rather than
any increased understanding
of over-population.

Some B8 per cent of mar-
ried women ol child-bearing
age use birth control, and the

method is the Intra-
terine Device (IUD). Yet this

contraceptive device is blamed

s w54 s N
unplanned

nancies. The type of IUD used
in China is a stainless steel
ring, cheap but with a fatlure
rate about 14 times that of the
copper T [UD used elsewhere.

Organisations like the
United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) are attempting
to spread the use of the cop-
per T IUD. but are finding re-
sistance to its price.

In the countryside. sterili-
sation and vasectomy are
widely used. Often, le are
not actually forced, but arc
strongly persuaded to have
such operations under the
threat of heavy fines.

One  poverty-stricken
province., Gansu, with a high
level of mental handicap be-
cause of jodine deficiency and
in-breeding, is .using forced
sterilisation in a desperate at-
tempt to stop the¢ handicap
being passed on to the next
generation. ~

In the first 14 months of
the policy, some 5,500 forces
sterilisations were carried out
on mentally handicapped
women in Gansu. Provincial
television has shown pictures
of groups of women being
taken away in open cattle
trucks to the hospital. The goal
in u is to sterflise most of
000 mentally handi-

ing are aware of the human
ts questions raised. _
, The Gansu policy is an ex-
ample of just how much con-
trol each ce has over its
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= first met Justice Murshe-

dmost ly some time
in the mid-fifties at a
national seminar where
like the interrelationship
between nationalism and
culture were discussed and
debated. He spoke brilliantly.
His talk displayed his firm
of the many dimensions
of subject, intellectual
breadth and range, ability to
develop his point of view
through lucid logical
arguments bolstered by
quotations from great writers
of several languages, many
erudite references and won-
derfully felicitious phrases. It
was a treat to lsten to him.
One could immediately see
that he was interested in the
subject, that he spoke sin-
cerely and with conviction
and that here was true leamn-
ing and not {ts pretence,
which unfortunately we came
across, not infrequently, in
quite a few of our academics. |
was also a participant at the
seminar and he later compli-
mented me on my paper. I
was most us of him and a
source ol encouragement to
me.
Grace, urbanity, good-na-
tured wit and humour, kindli-
ness and sympathy and a ca-
pacity to appreciate the other
man's point of view were
characteristic of Justice
Murshed's personality. In many
ways he was a true aristocrat.in
thc best sense of the term. He
was also firmly committed to
the ideals of democracy, to
upholding the cause of justice
against extreme odds and to
keeping the flag of liberty fly-
ing in definance of all kinds of
pressures from the highest
quarters.

Everyone knows about his
role during the mass upsurge
ol 1969. During the liberation
war of Bangladesh in 1971, a
lot of pressure was brought to
bear upon him to collaborate
with the Pakistani occupation
junta which he consistently
resisted with success. One
also recalls in this context his
valuable, conscientious and
earnest efforts in organizing
the defence of the Agartala
Conspiracy case in which he
threw himselfl selflessly after
resigning [rom the post of
Chiel Justice in late 1967. He
was very sensitive to the
tion of cultural freedom . The
support he gave to those who
wanted to preserve this cul-
tural freedom during the re-
pressive regime of Ayub Khan
revealed his stature as a man of
cou
lizes and cultured, and above
all narrow sectarian and
parochial considerations.

in 1961 Justice Murshed
played a leading role in orga-
nizing the Tagore Centenary
celebrations in Dhaka in defi-
ance of the e posi-
tion of the Pakistani of
the day. In his presidential
address in the main function
at Dhaka he a moving
asscssment of Tagore as a
world poet.a devote of beauty

and a relentless fighter against
evil, injustice, ugliness and
of every kind.

In his role as a Justice, one
feels happy and proud to ob-
serve that Mahbub Murshed

t tradi-
calling. He

and vision, truly civi-
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task of interpretation begins,
flourishes, lives and progresses
in the currents of human
need to which it steadiastly
responds”. Justice Murshed
was ever aware of these cur-

rents of human need. It was
obviously this awarcness that
prompted him to incorporate
in one of his stirring judge-
ments the well-known lines of
Shakespeare from “"Measure
for Measure:

"Of 'y excellent
To have a glant's strength,
but it is tyrannous

To use it like a glant”.

Justice Morshed's dedica-
tion to his wvocation., total
[earlessness and fierce inde-
pendence of spirit have
carved for him in our hearts an
abiding riche of love, allcclion
and respect. The judgements
he delivered in the [amous
cases popularly known as the
"Minister's Case”., "Colonel
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Bhatiacharya's Case™ and “Pan
Casec” are still as his-
toric for his t exposi-
tion of constitutional law.
ameng other things.

Justice Murshed is neo
longer with us. But his exam-
ple rests with us as a source
of noble inspitation. Today, we
are in dire need of men like
him. men who can act in ac-
cordance with the ideals that
Justice Murshed upheld and
fosicred. | am reminded at
this point of the colosing
words of the Prestidential ad-
dress that Justice Murshed
delivered in 1967 at a semi-
nar on the Rule and Law. Let
me quole:

“The spirit of liberty is the
spirit ‘which seeks 1o under-
stand the minds of other men
and women; the sprit of lb-
erty is the spirit which

their interests alongside
own without bias; the spirit of

In that
some [rom,the

us all. In that spirit, | ask
to pledge our faith”.

Moving words! and very
pertinent at the present mo-
ment when the spirit of liberty
scems 0 be threatened in so
many parts of the world in-
cluding our own little corner
by the f[orces of tyranny and

oppression.
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TV Friday

Morning Transmission

8-00 a. m. Opening announcement., Verses from the
Holy Quran and programme summary.

8-10 a m News in Bangla.

8-16 a. m. Cartoon film : Adventures of the Galaxy
Rangers— the first high-tech Western in
space is an action-adventure show for
children.

8-40 a. m. Children's programme .

9-10a. m. Filmshow : ‘Family Ties".

9-40 a. m. Probaha : Newsreel on current affairs.

10-00 a. m. : Sangbad : Local News. ;

10-05 a. m. : Documentary film : “The Ascent of Man.’

11-15a. m. : Moner Mukure Retelecast of selected
drama.

12-30 p. m. : Programme summary of the evening
transmission, Closing announcement,
National flag and anthem.

Evening Transmission

300 p. m.: Opening announcement, Verses [rom the
Holy Quran and programme summary

3-15p. m.: Alre Dishari : Children's programme on

: Islamic teachings
3-40 p. m.:  Movie of the Week : ‘White Sun of the Desert’
story — The film tells about the adventures
of an experienced Red Army soldier Fyodor . In the

Petuhka
Abdulla. They were helped
in time to help Sukhov
the Caspian Sea. Having

sands of Central Asia. If shows how together wi
they saved the nine women from the
by Said , who arrived on the
fight the Basmachis on the shore

tponed his home so that he could help his fglend
;p}mﬂghum;mww

Tempest
Keshia Pulllam and Sabrina le Beaul.
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red the problem Sukhov late

5-50 p. m. Sports programme.

6-45 p. m. Janamat : Public based on interviews

6-56 p. m : Local News.

706 p. m. Chanda : Programme on modern

745 p. m. s summary

8-00 p. m. News at t in Bangla.

8-30 p. m. Bill Show : Comedy focusing on Bill
Cosby as an obsterician, who lives with his
family above his office in New York and
the problems of raising their five :
Co-stars Phylicia Rashad, Lisa Bonel.
Maleolm-Jamal Warner. Bledsoe.

pubic he sucorss of
America's Funniest llome
Vidcos which has been called
“the holiost show on TV." But
the succession of and
celcbration and family
hnﬁlhm-ﬂ:
the truly incendiary movics
US. viewers are making for
heme consumption . the
subjects 7 Thetr -.:"h
Prop their camcorders
and heir inhibitions,
more and more couples are
videotaping their closest en-
counters.

Do-it yourscil dirty pictusrce
are an old, W not cuactly
honored pastime. But wech-
sl eaant i i

Increasing number of
couphes are making Lhe Lapes.

None the lcss, most people
approach the idea with a bit

nervousness. Joc, a lawyer, and
Tara, a inancial analyst lthe
namcs in this story have boen
changed), had been married a
lew months and were

an adult flm st their New York
City apartiment, when Tara
kiddingly suggested, “Why
don’'l we make our won? Two
months later, allcr consulla-
tion with a thempist, the pair
re-crcaled their wodding night
on camera. Joc wore his
tuxedo, Tara her bridal gown--
at least intinlly
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ing shots of anonymous peeo-
ple.” One Minneapolis, Minn,

business manager the
taping, the pair the
action o move 'he camera




