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The Gulf War

A glimmer of hope that millions of people nursed
ntil yesterday has been dashed : War has broken
in the Gulf. While we may share the expectation
President Bush that the war would not last long
cause minimal casualties, no one can predict
course of events. Even the most well-prepared
invasion, once launched, develops its own momen-
tum and runs its course under its own logic.
what happened in Vietnam, Afghanistan and more
recently in Panama. Will the Gulf war be an excep-
tion? :

All wars are different from one another, notwith-
standing some common features. But by any stan-
dard, the Gulf war is the most extraordinary among
all armed conflicts since the Second World War.
Never has a country -- in this case, Iraq --
been the target of such worldwide codemnation,
manifested again and again in a series of resolutions
approved, often unanimously, by the UN Security
Council. What made a major Muslim country like
Iraq, which had ed a stature of its own In the
Islamic world, a small neighbouring country,
annex it as its own province, then defy the interna-
tional opposition to its blatant aggression and set
the stage for a war that it said would be catastrophic
_? Is this madness ? Or is there some logic behind
these seemingly senseless actions? Did President
Saddam Hussein have serious doubts about Mr
Bush's will to fight? Again, did the Iraqi leader seri-
ously expect the world to believe that the crisis
touched off by his invasion of Kuwait would offer the
best chance of forcing Washington to tackle the
Palestinian question with a sense of urge

The unfolding scenario leading to the US air at-
tacks on Baghdad yesterday had failed to provide
clear-cut answers to these questions. This partly
explains mounting confusion in many Muslim coun-
tries, marked by divergences of views between gov-
ernments which, by and large, have taken the anti-
Iraq position and the man on the street who today
sees President Saddam as a hero of the Muslim
world who has stood up against the United States
and can probably change the map of the Middle
East, including that of Israel. At this moment, it is
no use blaming the masses for being volatile or
emotional, while commending their governments
for adhering to reason, logic and enlightened self-
interest by joining the intermational community
against Baghdad. The fact is, the Gulf crisis -- and
now the armed conflict -- have become a serious
destabilising factor for the entire Islamic world.
The longer the crisis continues, the more serious
will be the consequences — political, social and
economic -- affecting virtually all small and middle
income countries in the Middle East and Asia.

Another danger facing the region and the coun-
tries involved in the conflict is a possible ion
of the theatre of war. We shudder to think of the
threatened use of chemical weapons by Iraq, the
bombing of oil fields in Saudi Arabia and U.A.E or of
the involvement of Israel in the conflict.

If there is any choice left to the world, it is sim-
ply this : The conflict must be brought to an early
end.

Indeed, even in the midst of hostilities, we must
never lose sight of peace. In its latest resolution on
the Gulf crisis, the United Nations called for a
peace conference on the Middle East. Now Band-
ladesh has urged that it should take place immedi-
ately. We wholeheartedly support both moves. There
is no reason why negotiation cannot take place
while the guns are firing, just as we saw during the
Vietnam War and other conflicts. War may be the
continuation of diplomacy by other means, but we
must never give up the other means.
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Another Accident

Yet another bus plunged into river on Wednesday.
Yet another recurrence. So far the body of a victim
has been found; several other passengers remain
missing. It was an accident, the latest in the series,
if not innumerable in a short time-span. Accidents
occur unwarranted and then one is at unawares. But
how much, when it is an incidence of the same na-
ture experienced time and again earlier.

This time also the driver lost control of his vehi-
cle, a minibus, while boarding the ferry vessel at
Mukhterpur ferryghat near Narayanganf, and the
protective railing just could not prevent its fall. The
victim, so far found, fronically is the driver himself.

Most of the ferryghats in our country are still only
make-shift or improvised arrangements, on the
plea, among others, that our rivers change courses
so often. However, at such a state the chance of a
slip is always there and, in the context, some ques-
tions naturally arise : Why don't the drivers check
their vehicles regularly ? Why aren't all the passen-
gers persuaded out of the vehicle at the time of
crossing the river? There are more : Why not the
protective railings are strong enough to withhold
_the pressure of a bus or truck? Why aren't emer-
‘gency rescue and salvage arrangements kept
- readymade on the spot? Getting all this doesn't call
-for a big budget or effort, but attention to the safety
of life. How much more experience of such acci-
dents do we need to rise to the occasion ?

In the context, we must also think of mainte-
nance of our public vehicles. Owners tend to ply
them without recess to derive an uninterrupted
pay-off. This doesn't keep thevehiclesworthy for the

road for long, but they are kept pressed in service
much further beyond, at the risk of ers’ life.
Even over due check-ups are seldom ed to by

the owners, This is, indeed, a matter of grave con-
cern. |
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It is only my govern-ment which is a neutral govern-
ment in the truest sense nmoni all the governments
1974.

formed in this region since
Justice Shahabuddin

Acting President

HE dreaded moment
has arrived. The
experts sald it would.

The partisans of the Iraqi and
the US ns said it must.
And ot who knew what
war i{s all about, have seen Its
devastations and tragedies and
were aware that war seldom
solves anything and creates
more problems, prayed that it
would'nt.The war that may
devastate Iraq., Saudi Arabia,
Jordan Syria and even Egypt

I:T‘. terms 415,000

uman
US troops s 265,000 allied
troops including 2,500 from
h are now to
t 545,000 Iraqi fer
to L a battle whose result,
ever way [t goes, cannot
be a matter for us as cit-
zens of h. For on the
onc side lies the issue of an-
nexation of Kuwait by Iraq and
on the other, destruction of
Iraq by the allied forces to re-
store Kuwail's sovereignty.

The problem with us is that
we want both sides to win.
Perhaps better put, we want
Kuwait to win and Iraq not to
losc.

The reality, however is far
from that simple and the Iragi

s one Chadian leader be-
A comes soft and tired,
WaIT-

another
jor chieftain at the head of a
band of
is ready to take his The

latest is ldriss Deby, Hissene
Habre's former commander-in
chief.

In just three weeks the
forces of ldriss Deby's popular
Salvation Movement (MPS),
operating with Libyan and
covert Sudanese backing.
stormed to r at the head
of only 2. troops, as gov-
ernment forces came over to
him in their thousands.

In a lightning strike he put
the 30,000-strong regular
army of President Hissene
Habre to flight and crossed
the whole th of the country
to seize the capital Ndjamcna.
He rode into the undefended
capital in a black Mercedcs
and pledged to return the
country to democracy.

His early pronouncements
have been hopeful, vowing to
restore multi-party politics for
the first time since indepen-
dence, but his origins and
bac und are just as tribal
and factional as any of the
other warrior chieftains who

ﬂlh is a young Tamil.

S. fs home town of

Jaffna, north Sri Lanka, was
bombed, and he was put into
an army camp and beaten with
barbed wire. That was in
1987.

With the help of family and
friends he escaped in June and
got a ticket to Canada via
London. At Heathrow Airport,
however, he was detained and
spent six weeks in an immi-
gration detention centre with
other asylum-seckers. His ap-

eenithamby Javanar

plication for um was re-
jected because he was what
the British t saw as
a "bogus re %

. This, in the face of an inde-
pendent adjudication on his
case at the time which said:
"Every minute they (Tamils)
are in Sri Lanka they are at
risk..... it could not be forecast
what the day could bring by
way of tension, interrogation,
detention and physical harm”.
On his forced return to Sri
Lanka J was arrested
by the Indian Peace Keeping
Force (LPKF). He appea be-
fore three hooded informants,
one of whom nodded when he
. He was then taken
to an [PKF camp. interrogated
beaten with pipes and kicked
continuously

His family bribed officials
and he escaped back to
Britain in October 1989. Today
he is still fighting the refusal
of asylum and facing deporta-
tion to what would mean cer-
= avanarajah of

J is one of many
such cases. In the last ten
years the chances of refugees

Could We have Avoided
this War?

by Mahfuz Anam

attack on Iraq, the US has
opened up ibilities that
range from a k defeat of

out to dest it, but only to
force it back Kuwiat, then
perhaps the situation can be

contained and a move towards

How Deby

have t over Chad since
the days of the first military
coup in 1975.

He follows Goukouni
Oueddi, Habre and a multitude
of other minor personalities,
each a tough guerilla leader but
representative of narrow tribal,

us and factional ambi-
tions, determined simply to
seize power and try to unite
the vast, impoverished and
disunited country.

Ironically, Habre would
never have stayed in power for
the last eight years, or won his
wars against Oueddi and his
Libyan backers without the
help of Deby.

Deby, a Zaghawa from East-
ern Chad, was the hero of the
campaign that restored Habre
to power when he defeated
Oueddt by fighting his way into
Ndjamena in Junc 1982
Afterwards Habre used him to
subdue other warring codos
(guerillas) in Southern Chad.

Habre rewarded Deby mak-
ing him his chief of stafl. Deby
promptly showed his mettle in
1983 by successfully fightin
off counter-attacks by Ouecdd!
who, backed by Libya, hoped to
re power.
Habre enjoyed the protec-

peace taken within a short
time. But these are very

There s t as much like-
lthood of t other senario

that Iraq will try to draw Israel
into the war and by attacking it
turmnthe Iraq vs US war to an
Arab vs Israel war,

It Saddam is Buccessful in
creating such a situation then
he may be able to create rifl in
the Arab public opinion.

Such an eventuality could
produce a backlash, giving a
rencwed lease of life to the
fundamentalist forces who are
out to exploit the situation.

The US has a credibility

blem in the Islamic world.

ears of its onc-sided support

to Israel, its total neglect of
the Palestinian demands and

turning a blind to the

and exploitation of
the Palestinian le In the
occupied territories built

a deep mistrust in the Arab
psyche about the intentions of
the US. There is a deep
suspicion in the Arab mind as
to’why the US is in the Gulf
The US says, to f[ree Kuwait
and to protect Saudi Arabia.

Turned About and Seized Power

Most of the world and the
Arabs for the moment have
accepted that explanation — at
least for the moment. DBut
lurking behind everyonc's

mind is a suspicion as to US's
rcal Intentions. Even those

who welcomed US presence,
have a fecling that when |t
comes o Arab versus [srach
interest, the US will not be
even-handed This is a major
handicap for the US to be ef-
fective in the region. The US
mus! realise that the Palestine
issue will have 1o be addressed
at some stage and that Isracl
must not be allowed 0 oppress
the Palestinian people with
impunity and the support of
the U.S. _
Question lingers in the
minds of people as to whether
all possibilitics were ex-
hausted before the US
launched the air attack. We are
not convinced. Given the com-
plexity ol the Middle-East sit-
uation and the cross-current of
the numerous forces that exist
there, it might have been ad-
visable to Ev: the peace pro-
cess a little more time. True
the economic sanctions were

by Alan Rake

In just a couple of weeks Hissene Habre,
one of the longest surviving Chadian Pres-
idents, was swept away by his former army

chief Idriss Deby.

tion ol France against Libya and
grew complacent as Oueddi's
threat passed and as he tried
to transform himsell from
guerilla leader to peacetime
president.

One of his main objectives
was to win back influential al-
lies who had supported Oueddi
in Libya. In 1988 he scored a
major coup by enticing back
Achiek Ibn Oumar, who re-
turned bringing over 1.000
troops with him.

Oumar's return provoked
bitter rivalry and reopened di-
visions between Habre's tribe,
the gorane, and Deby's Za-
ghawa. Then, in a mysterious
incident, Oumar came near to
assassination and Deby's fac-
tion was implicated.

Habre, who seemed to value
the new alllance with Oumar
more than the old one with

Dcby. then accused Deby and
his army commander Hassan
Djamous ol plotting a coup.
Both men were Zaghawa and
commanded a strong f{action in
the army.

As fighting broke out within
the army. the Zaghawa com-
manders tried to escape with
their troops to the Sudan bor-
der. In the chaos Djamous was
killed. but Deby fought his way
over the border. On April 8
1989 he was in Lagos accusing
the Habre government of
"tribalism, extortion and injus-
tice.”

Deby's presence in Lagos
embarrassed the Nigerians, but
he soon found a friend in
Libya. He wgs soon telling
Muammar affi all he knew
of Habre's plans and troop dis
positions. Gadafli in return
promised him his full backing.

Tough Times Ahead for
Refugees in Europe

rapidly deteriorated. Europe is
increasingly unsympathetic.

A recent report , Refugees
in Europe, compiled by the
London-based Minority Rights
Group, has highlighted how
the situation is worsening at a
lﬂlr?ic- um-"‘ﬁﬂ“ Til:g% "51-'?.-.' P
13,000 in 1972 to 232,000 in
1988.

The rise in numbers, ac-
cording to the human rights
group , Africa Watch, is to do
with an increasingly unstable
political situation in the world
today.

Refugee groups point to the
1951 UN Convention on
Refugees as the yardstick for
assessing whether asylum
seckers should stay. It says
asylum should be granted if
there is a " well-founded fear
of being persecuted for rea-
sons of race, religion, nation-
ality, membership of a particu-
lar social group or political
opinion”.

European states have acted
against the convention, the re-
port says, and reacted to the
growing numbers of those
secking asylum with increas-

ingly severe restrictions.
It warmns, that unless the is-

sue of asylum is opened up to
public debate, a more restric-
tive and less humanitarian att

,quirements, fining

by Heenan Bhatti

tude to refugees will emerge.

The one million refugees in
Europe represents only a small
proportion of the 13 million
worldwide. But Europe has be-
gun to adopt restrictive mea-
sures, such as strict visa re-
airlines
carrying passengers who lack
valid visas. and stopping asy-
lum-seckers from dis-embark-
ing and so preventing them
from applying for asylum.

Figures show only 35 per
cent of applications for asylum
are now approved in European
countries against 50 per cent
in 1984.

Only recently shock waves
were sent through refugee
groups in Britain with the an-
nouncement by immigration
minister Peter Lloyd that re-
strictions were proposed on
the numbers of reflugee
claims. If the pro is car-
ried -as many I:x;c?ﬁt to be -
this would mean a massive

ejection of refugees [rom
Britain .

The announcement comes
in the light of a report by the
human rights group, Amnesty
International, which criticises
the present procedure of
assessing refugee status as so
bad that there is nothing (v
stop bonafide refugees being

2 r—

cxpelled.

The group added that many
refugees had been expelled un-
lawfully under the 1951 UN
Convention. Amnesty
International says the govern-
ment was willing to listen to
its reports as long as they did

- not criticise human rights

abuses in Britain.

The line of public scandals
that have hit immigration
services is long. In a recent
report from the British
Parliamentary Home Affairs
Committee, the immigration
services were condemned for
uie time they ok to process
applications for asylum.

The report said: “The delays
cause unnecessary suflering to
thousands and create the un-
derstanble suspicion that civil
servants arc using red tape
as an unofficial means of immi-
gration controls”.

The immobility of the whole
of Europe on the question of
refugees, as demonstrated by
the moves in Britain, is be-
lieved to be becoming more
rigid with the approach of
1992 and the lowering of all
internal borders accompanied
by the harmonisation of certain

laws-including those on
reflugees.
The report f[rom the

Refugee Minorities Group says

being very eflective. but
were having some impact
the Iraqgi population There
were many countries — inchud
ing China and USSR - who ad-
vised further time to be given

to the peace process It is true
that the Iragi President was

not showing any tangible sign
of moving from his position,

g2

3

. especially the
French one, could perhaps
have led (o some result

chose to operate not
from Libya, but from Sudan
where he was near to his own
Zaghawa people who lived just
across the desert frontier. This
presented no m o
which already had consider-
able influence in Sudan's Dar-
fur province. Deby was estab-
lished there from the end of
1989 and mounted two major
cross-border incursions in
November 1989 and in March
1990.

But Habre's total forces
numbered up to 30,000. They
had fought a brilllant campaign
against a direct Libyan assault
at the beginning of 1987,
when they had mounted their
rockets and guns on Land
Rovers which sped across
northern deserts chasing the
Libyans out of Chadian terri-
tory.

This clear victory and the
years of unchallenged power
had lulled Habre into a sense
of false security. but one major
[actor had changed. France.
which had previously refused
to let ldbyans across the 16th
parallel of latitude. withdraw
its guarantee. Under the new
policy French troops were in
place only to protect their na-

the proposals by the European |

states to harmonise asylum
policy foucuses on measures
"o reduce the number ol asy-
lum-seekers and refugees in
Europe-at almost any cost’
Countries with more liberal
countries are fearing that they
will be burdened with the ma-
jority of refugecs and so are

taking measures to oppose
such a scenario. In Germany.
the most liberal of Europe
from 1984 to 1988- restric-
tive moves are on the agenda.
in 1991, new legislation on
refugees is to be introduced-
Ausldndergesetz. Refugees
will have to gain visas in the
country from which they are
fleeing. A "principle of rota-
tion” will be introduced, so
that the person's reason f[or
staying will be categorised .
Many will be accepted as part-
time labourers, which means
they can be asked to leave at
tHme.

On top of this, refugees
will have to contend with the
present law for ref which
does not allow them to work
for five years nor, if they are
young enough. go to school for
the same period.

The Minority Rights Group
report recommends Europen
countries to look towards the
root causes of the flight of
refugees and asks European

implement more

states Lo
"generous standards”.
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HEENAN BHATTI (s a re-
porter with The Voice news-
paper. in London which covers
race issues and is the lkeading
paper of Britain's Afro-
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House rent

Sir, House rent Is be-
coming a serious problem
in this metropolitan city as
days go by. It is the middle
class which is its worst
victim. Half of the income
of an average middle class
income group man Is spent
on payment of house rent.
This again does not ensure

a decent area or a good
house not to speak of a

constant s of water.

We request the authori-
ties concerned to please
enact some area and house
wise b to the relief
of the suffering limited in-

come group city dwellers.
Ali Haider Khan
Railway
Chittagong.

Stink of garbage
Sir, | am a resident of park
plaza, which is a high-rise

Right in front of our building
are two wvacant lots---sup-

. Not to mention
t this is such an
eyesore along a major road in a
expensive residential
this iIndiscrimiinate

An appreciation

Sir, 1 had the privilege of

+going through your inaugu-

ral issue of The Daily Star'.
Please accept my congratu-
lations for your organisa-
tion's entry into the media
world. The get-up of the
paper, the stance and the
character of the paper ap-
pear to be a conservalive
one. All this has a distinc-
tive character and will cer-
appeal to the readers.
I have also gone

you editorials including the
commitments that the pa-
stands for., which Is
laudable; but | won-

der how far these commit-
ments you will be able to

issue is Dreams Re y
written by Mr. Mahfuz

Anam, a brilliant student of
the Dhaka University of the
60's. | was really moved
that such a meaningful

article narrating the
cogitation could be
expounded in a lucid

manner by the writer. |
believe he will continue to
write on vital Issues

o Sy e

M. Shamsul Alam

Managing Direclor
Rellance Insurance Lid.

H

triggered 1t all. Lot
moment (o rt-t-bq
acts 1t was

£

exploration of the bordering
oll Nelds and the formers
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tonals, not o keep out in-
vaders.

When Deby struck in mid
November, Habre received no

his fall. He found his own
troops deserting in droves.
The collapse of his undisct-
plined army was more sudden
than anyone anticipated
Within a week his old col-
lcague in arms had seized
power, as the mobs moved In
to sack the Presidential palace

Habre's last words as he
fled the country were: “If
idriss Deby wants power let
him have it." It was as [ the
years of strain and office had
replaced burning ambition

with total exhaustion.-GEMINI
NEWS

ALAN RAKE (s a managing
editor of New African and
Africa Business. He has worked
for more than 30 years in the
African [ield and broadcasts

ularly on the BBC. He
:Eud African Development, a
Gemint publication, for ten
years before it became Africa-
Business.

OTHERS
SAY

For Peace, Declare
War

iraq. says Speaker Thomas
Foley. is an "issue of con-
science.” But that is to say that
only one answer is possibie. In
fact. Iraq is an issue of judg-
ment. Consclentious tors
have different views about (L
That is what makes the con-
gressional debate on lraq so
excruciatingly difficalt

That the United States has
large stakes in the outcome of
the Gulf crisis is no longer a
contentious issue. The thresh-
old argument in Congress is
how best to pursue those
stakes -- by the threat of war
or by further rellance on sanc-
tions, di and the mil-
tary buildup. are expert
analyses lo support several
courses. It is a close call

A war in the Gulf could
have incalculable and horrible
effects, and we are not calling
for the country to launch an at-
tack. But we do support
putting in the hands the
President -- a MMIM-.:;
personally knows some
about m]:" -- the authority to
make a more plausible threat
in these eleventh-hour eir-
cumstances. Our jtzg:enl is
that C ; ing to
authorise the President to
conduct war, materially tm-
proves his chances of achiev-

. It is a risk, and we
:EUEI.IE:IL

The Washington Post.

The Israeli Factor
and Others

Statement from President
Hosni Mubamk; “We will not
t an Israel involvement .

. in the Gulf crisis. If it [lsracl]
did, Egypt would take & differ-
ent position. ¥

Presumably. Washinglon's
understanding with its Amsb
partners in the coalition would
apply to an Isracli-lraq ex-
:L.np of blows, whether I
takes place before or afler
hostilities break out between
iraq and U.S.-led soalition
forces. But Mr. Mubarak's
comments illustrate how difii-
cult it 1s for an Arab leader un-

==
pose & regime.

— The Baltimore Sun




