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BNP manifesto: Village-oriented

i
!

i!
I
¥
1

i
i}

!?l

uf
!

Ty
‘
£
2

rlf
i

The party’'s election
will also include
strenghthening of the rural
seclor through increased allo-
cations to lture. and
cottage industries, and special

projects fr students.

.

Mostafa Kamal Majumder

The draft mantfesto awaits
approval by the 's stand-
ing commitiee, BNP's highcs
decision-making body Mr.
Noon said.

The manifeste will also tell
the peoplc that BNP will fight
‘imperialism, social imperial-
ism and colonialism’, upholid
multi-pa democracy and
‘politiecs of production’. BNP
will makes no compromise on
the question of keeping
‘Bismillah' in the Constitution,

and uphold the ‘Bangladesh
Zindabad' slogan.

Similarly. the party will
uphold ‘Bangladeshi national-
ism' which Mr. Noon ex-
plained was based on
language. geographical entity.
culture, religion and an fnde-
pendent economy. and the
spirft of the liberation war.'

Regarding the country's
foreign policy. he said 'IBNP
woluld pledge o discontinue

Khurshed likely
Principal

Secretary

A STAR Report

Finance Secrctary M. Khur-
shed Alam is likely to be ap-
pointed Principal Sceretary
and Defence tary Mo-
hamméd Siddgqur Rnhman will
become Cabinet Sccrctary.

Mustalizur Rahman, alter-
nale director in World DBank,
on his relurn, may take over
the charge of Finance Scere-
tary. It has nol yel been de-
cided whoe will replace
Mustalizur Raliman in Wash-
inglon hecad office of World
DBank.

Ousied President 1ILM. Er-

shad nominated former Iu:ull.hJ

lHasan Alimed for the
post. Bul Finance Secrclary
Khurshid Alam's name was
discussed as traditionally the
finance scerctarics fill up this

post.
US, European
From Page 1
sures [rom the Bangladesh
government.
The American, Briuish.
French. New Zealand and

Em‘hdel:l;htudeclddtu

close down non-essential
wings of their missions if war
breaks out.

The missions [ear that
therc might be terrorist activi-
ties By pro-iraqi forces Lo cre-
ate panic among the American
and European nationals. “We
are paniestricken”, said a
British diplomal.

Earlier. the Dritish [ligh
Cofmmission issued a circular
tv all British nationals, who
wanted to go back home to
leave the country belore
Jamuwuy 15,

Khaleda
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chiel said. She requesied all
to respectiul to low.

She called upon all demo-
cralic forecs, who ousted Lhe
autocratic regime unitedly, to
work together for Lransition to
democracy through [ree and
fatr polls.

Begum Zia urged people Lo
keep an cye on the polling
cenires lo resist entrance of
the eulprits.

The BNP chiel hoped the
nationalists forces would win if
the polls were held in a con-
genjal atmosphere. DBecause,
she said, il elected, her gov-
ernment will solve the national
problems, created by Lhe past
aulocratic and anti-people
rulers.

Begum Zia assured people
that if (elected) her rn-
ment would revive all the
‘development-oriented’ pro-
grammes, taken by the previ-
ous NP government Jor eco-
nontic uplift of the country.

Dhaka city BNP chiel Lt Gen
(retd) Mir Shawqat Ali, and
the Prakton Sainik Sangstha
leaders including up cap-
tain (retd) Sailul Azam and
Group captain (retd) Shamsul
Alam addressed the confer-
ence. Subedar (retd) Aminul
Islam was in the chair.

100 cases
From Page 1 Col. 8

The commission has
asked the Cabinet Division
and the President’s Seer-
ctariat 1w stale the law
regarding first lady. her
powers and functions and
previleges she enjoyed. The
Cabinet Division and the
president’s Secretariat have
not yet furnished the
information. The commission
has received quile
a good number of allegations
against Begum Roushan
Ershad. Some official comp-
laints even mentioned that
Roushan ran a parallel
presidency: in the country
and influenced the official
decisions involving big
busincss deals. -

| one for

the policy of appeascment’ and
seek [(riendship with the
neighbours, Commonwealih
and Muslim counitries and
other democratic states on the
basis of equality . It
will seek to strengthen the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC).
The SAARC idea was mooted
by BNI”s founder late Zia, Mr.

Ferozc Noon said.

IINP will also pledge to take
up with India the outsianding
bilateral problems like water-
sharing. transfer of Tinbigha'.
and the South Talpatti issue
for early settlement.

The draflt manifesto em
phasises the nced [or the
‘politics of unity’ introduced by
late Zia to build the coun
unitedly by forgetting all dil-
ferences created in the past.

It will scek to guard against
intrusion of harmful alien cul-

e for safeguarding indepen”

politics, market-oriented economy

dence ard sovereignty said
Mr. Noon who 18 alse BNMs

chiel th‘.l'lhﬂl coordinator .

NP will conutnue  the
Jamuna bridge and the Teesta
barrage projects and take
sieps (o construct over
the Dharla, the Dhaleswari and
some other major rivers.

It will pledge to establish a
corruption-free government.

pursue the 18-point pro-
gramme of president Ziaur
Rahman. continue the ti-

zation drive and take steps for
export promotion. It would
pledge 10 reach the basic ne-
cessitics of foed. clothing and
shelter at the shortest possi-
ble time.

BNFP's vice -chairman prol
A.Q.M. Badruddoza ury
is the convener of the mani-
festo committee. Its other
members are: messrs Satfur
Rilhhman, Nazmul Huda,

Shamsul Islam and Mahbub
Arvun

.......

-

Sheikh lHasina talking to supporters of her party, who came in processions from dillerent
conslitucncics of the city yestcrday.

—Sitar photo

Fair elections
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President would be held in ac-
cordance with the laws of the
land.

The Acting President who
explained the mcasurcs laken
by his intcrim rnment in
rcgard to the diposed
President, said on the basis of
the report of the cight-mem-
ber committee hcaded by
Dhaka Chicl Mctropolitan
Magistrale, two cascs have
been filed against Ershad —

posscssing illegal arms
and the other for g a
amount of money which

is disproportionatc o his in- «

come.

A total of Taka one crore
nincty onc lakh in cash and
cight unlicenced fire arms
have been recovered from the
Dhaka Cantonment residence
of the fermer President, he
pointed out adding that the
rccovery was made under the
lcadership of a commiltee
hcaded by Dhaka Chicl
Mctropolitan Magistralc and
which included a close rclative
of Ershad.

The Acting President also
sald that soon alicr he had
taken over he Lried o restore
law and order. Bul, he said, the
wrath of the people grew once
again when the former
President, in a statement, said
that he would soon come back
to power, lle said the former
President was then interned at
a Gulshan housc under police
custody in the interest of na-
tional sccurity.,

Referring to the continued
demands of the ple, stu-
dents and political partics to

send the former President to
jail and ensure his punishment
afller holding trial within a few
days, Justice Shahabuddin
said, “| am oath-bound to dis-
charge my duty in accordance
with the constitution and laws.
Therelore, it was not possible

on part to acccpt such de-
mands which arc inconsistent
- with laws".

But he said that the trial
will be held in accordance
wilh the laws. "Law should be
equally applied lo cveryonc.
Law gocs ils own way,” hc
added.

Neutrality issue

The Acting President said
all wanied a neutral and non
partisan government bul he
wanled to know whal the ncu-
trality meant.

Justice Shahabuddin said no
qucstion was ever raised re-
garding his impartiality during
his long thirty-seven and a half
years of service life. But he re-
gretted that some had raiscd
such questions as soon as he
assumcd the responsibility of
the caretaker government.

The Acting President said
he had to take decisions on
many matlers cveryday and

added, it was beyond imagina-
tion that all partics would be
happy at his decisions as more

than onc hundred political
parties existed in the country.

“It is only my government
which is a ncutral ment
in the truest sense among all
the government formed in this
region since 1947, Justice
Shahabuddin said in uncquivo-
cal tcrms.

- armed ansars, Village

Punitive measures

The Actling President said
in view of the longstanding de-
mand of the pcople Election
Commission had been recon-
stituted with three sitting
Judges for free, fair and impar-
Lial polls.

llc said the Eleclion
Commission had been working
independently and it had been
given powers Lo take any puni-
tive measure, including on-
the-spot, “suspension” of all,
including returning and pre-
siding officers, lor clection of-
fences. All government’ and
scmi-government officers and
cmployces deployed for clece-
tion work have been put under
the jurisdiction of the Eleetion
Commission, he pointed out.

Justice Shahabuddin said
laws had been promulgated to
take measures against stulling
of ballot boxes by force and oc-

cupying the polling centres.

Troops deployment

He said armed police,
Delence
Parly, even BDR, would -be
deployed to maintain peace
and order in the polling

centres. Above all, he added, :

unils of patriotic Armed Forecs
would be deployed in each
upazila and [urther the
interior so that they id be
prescnt alt a shorl nolice to a
placc if any incident happens
and restore peace and order
there strictly. :

lie said Union Parishads
would be superscded or dis-
solved where would be
disrupted in the polling cen-
tres.

Al lcast 152 prisoners in-
cludi

Ccentral Jafl walked to frecdom
yesterday (Tuesday) wunder a
government amnesty that fol-
lowed a two-week prison re-
voll, jail officials said, reports
UNI3.

The freed persons form the

|

part of the 750 prisoners Lhe
government has deeided to re-

| lease by Thursday from Dhaka

| Ameer

Central Jail.

The government carlier an-
nounced thal about more than
13,000 prisoners of diflerent
categorics will get benclits of
the amncsly, somc in the form
of releasec and some in loss
cned scntences.

The agreement
to breakout

nse

started frst in Dhaka Cen-

tral Jafl and then spread to
some olher prisons.

Al least 10 prisoners werce

killed in the riotings in the

jafls of Dhaka, Chittagong and

Only Islam can
end repression
- on women:

Abbas

Mr Abbas A Khan, Acting
Jammat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh, said in Dhaka yecs-
lcrday only cstablishment of
Islamic society can save the
womenfolk from all sorts of
repression and injustices thal
arc being perpetrated on them
al present, reports [SS.

lle was ing al a recep-
tion accorded o him on behall
of students and youth organi-
sitions of Motijhceel Sabujbagh
thana at Shahjahanpur Rallway
Colony maidan.
. Mr. Khan said only Islam
has given due recognition Lo
womenfolk in the socicly
k. stnblishment of Islamic soc-
cly could cmaneipate them

from adverse situation they are
now confronting, he added.

lle pointed oul that all the
governments Lthat came Lo
power from 1947 to 1990 took
no realistic programme Lo
build the character of the
voulth. On the contrary, the
uscd the youth for their sel
nterest to cling Lo power, he
sl

APSU programme

From Page | Col. 8

Ershad and recovery of all fllc-
gal nrms. '

The APSU will organize o
countrywide demonstration on
January 19, a rally of different
professionals at the Central
Shaheed Minar on January 23
and a rally at the 'Battala’ of
Dhaka University on January
28. will start their cam-
paign for reallzing supports
from different political partics
the same day.

The programmes were an-
nounced atl a rally in [ront of
the DUCSU Bhaban yesterday.
The rally was addressed by
DUCSU General Secretary
Khatrul Kabir Khokon. Chhatra
Leagure (I1-A) General
Secretary Ashim Kumar Ukil
and Chhatra League (N-S)
General Secretary Shall
Ahmed.

Khairul Kabir Khokon said
the members of Jatiya Party
were trying to create anarchy
in the country to loil the ongo-
ing process of establishing
democeracy, The incidents of
City College. jails and garments
[aviorics were the rts of
their conspiracy., he added.

Khokon called upon the
students to resist such activi-
tics unitedly.

Ashim Kumar Ukil said, "we

camc in re-

‘have to be more tolerant in

order to egtablish democracy.
llc.aufutﬁl that all crises
should be sglved through mu-
tual discussion”.

Shafi Ahmed said ccrtain
quarters were trying lo cap-
turc state power, They ame ere-
ating tervor in different places,
he said and called upon the
people to resist them.

Earlier, a procession was
brought out in the University

campus.

Latvia appeals

, RIGA(U.S.8.1), Jan 16: So-
vict troops scized a police
academy Tucsday and Latvia's
governmenlt appealed for
world help Lo prevent ‘a mur-
derous coup d'ctat’ it feared
Kremlin backed forces were
about to launch in the Baltic
states, rcporis AP,

Latvian Prosident Anataoljs
Corbunovs said he okl the
commander ol the Baltic mili-
tary district, Gen Fyodor
Kuzmin, on Tucsday that while
lalvia was lense, ‘it was not
necessary for the army to In-
lervenee’. :

In a broadecast address Gor-
bunovs asked supporters of
scparale slale to remove barri-
cades 0 a stadium where op-

ponents of iIndependence
planned Lo rally.
In an effort to rela-

tons with the army, the Par-
Hament voted o frecse a reso-
lution on November 14
barring the delivery of social

services Lo military unils in
Lavtvicn

Gorbunovs began discus-
sions last Thursday with Sovicl
Delfenee Minister Dmilry Yazov
concerning miilitary bases in
Latvia

Latvia's appeal came afler
Mikhail S, Gorbachev defended
the army's bloody assaull in
ne Lithuania.

Fearing a similar assault in
Riga, Latvians tried to sct up
barricades of hecavy trucks
around the capital. Soviet
troops shot oul Lhe tircs of
some of. the trucks and [ire-
bombed others.

On . Sovict troops
nlso scized a police slation in
onc precinet on the oulskirts
of Rign, according lo a slale
ment from the Latvian People’s
Front, a pro-indepcndence
group that has a majority in
the parlinment.

hlrunwhllc. the Lithuanian
Forcign Minister charged with

for world help

forming an exfle government il
Moscow takes over his break-
away republic flew to London
on Tucsday to appeal for inter
national support.

Aides said the Minister, Al-
girdas Saudargas, would bricl
British Foreign Office officials
on the Lithvanian situation,
and continuc preparations for
a possible cxile government.

Saudargas was instructed by
Lithuanian President aulus
Landsbergis over the weekend
to flee the Soviet Union. He
made a harrowing drive
through the night to neigh-
bouring Deland, arriving in
Warsaw hours before the

bloody military crackdown in

Vilnius carly Sunday.
le mentioned a hotline to

the besicged Lithuanian par-
liament and held talks with
Polish officials and the US, Bri-
tish and Danish ambassadors,
the PAP news ageney reportod.

Away in Washinglon, Lhe

United Stales: Is scarching for
wiays (o demonstrate world
anger over Sovict vielenee in
Lithuania without jcopardising
Kremlin backing in the Gulf or
interfering wit gress to-
ward arms control.

The first diplomatic casu-
alty of the. Red Army crack-

down Lhat left 14 dend in a
woeckend assaull on a broadeasi
station in Vilnfus is likely to be
the summil schoeduled Febru-
ary 11-13 in Moscow hetween
Presidents Bush and Gor-
bachcov.

That meeling was in some
doubl anyway, with obsiacics

il accord on a treaty

to slash long-range nuclear

weapons and Lthe Gull erisis
Bush’'s atlention.

On Monday, White llouse

I'ress Secrciary Marlin

Fitewater described (he

scheduled talks as ‘up in the
nir'.

4 women at Dhaka

Jessore.

Relatives of freed prisoncrs
thronged the jufl o greet
them with -'-nrhumﬂu
and swuctmeats.

Our Siall Correspondent
adds: A jail official said that
among the released prisoners,
126 were conwicts and 22 iIn-
cluding a woman were de-

lenus,
Morc will be re-
jail official said.

Lists arc prepared in

75 other jails to prisoncrs
undcr the amnesty.

Section 144

in Rangpur

RANGPUR, Jan 18 : The
district administration today
imposed Section 144 in the
town banning meectings and
processions of a gencral
strike called for tomorrow by
the local Jatiya Party. reportis
L Nl

The JP° has called ihe
strike tomorrow (o protes!
cancellation of the nomination
of ousted President Ershad
and for his release.

sources said section
144 was enforced from 3 pm
to avert possible clashes be.
tween two groups wanling o
hold meetings at the same

They said the ban was
clamped when JP announced
it would hold a meeting at the
town's Shapla Squarc 1o
protest rejection of Ershud's
nomination papers and press
for his releasc,

The local unit of the Al
Party Studenis Untty [AI'SL).
opposing JI"s mware o staging
a political conw' -back. luwl ear
Mer declared 10 hold nweting

near the same venue il al
sunw time.

Defying the ban destgned 1o
mgintain law and order i the

mundctpal aren of thw 1own. the
local unit of the Jativa Party
held a rally and orgionised o
procession here this alternoon.

Speakers a1t the rally.
presided over by [ormer
Chairman of Mithapukur

upazila Abdul Latil, denkunded
that the nomination papers of
the de Presicdent t ae-
cepted and he be frecd within
72 hours. They also called for
vbserving a day -long hartal n
Lhe town tomorrow.

The mecting was ad-
dressed, among others, by
[ormer JP ship in parliament
Harisuddin Sarker and Sadar

Upazila Chairman Sharfuddin
Ahmed

2 policemen
hurt in

brickbatting

By Staff Correspondent

Two policemen received in-
Juries on Tuesday when a
group of students assaulied
them while protesting the
killing of a City College studen:
in police finng on Monday.

Constable F was hil on
the head by brickbats hurked
by the processtonists ai 1l

policc van that Faruq was rid-
ing near Science Laboratory

crossing at 1-20 p.m., police
sources said

Naik Habibur Rahman, a po-
lice guard at Awami Leaguc
Chie Sheitkh Hasina's
Dhanmondi residence, was as-
saulted near Kalabagan Lake

Circus ue. ’

The students on Tuesday
brought out several proces-
sions nt
to the killers of Mithu.
also demanded probe into the
police [iring.

Mithu, a first year student
of City College was killed
Monday in police firing in the
college premises.

Authoriltiecs on Monday

closed the college for an indef-
inite period

Hasina
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regime and ‘'maslaans’.

Sheikh Hasina expressed
the hope that people would
vole for democratic forces in
the parliamentary elections to
and the of autocratic
rule. *The future of national
development lles in  the
smooth Manetioning of the
democratic process.,” she

i

gathering was ad-
dressed by among others,
Begu
Amir
Rahman Kaiser,

m Sajeda Chowdhury.
Hossain Amu, Ataur
Mojaflar

Wtin k. repuris AP.

Li urges more
Chinese

HEMING. Jan |5

thast sy eountrics would suffer from a Gull war and
continned peace efforis. L) was speaking in
M President lon lleseu.
three diy stade vinit. "Omer a war broke out in the gulf
cormaricners hal wouwld artse from

E
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very cruel,” the New China News Agency quoted LI as saying

e paesr s Meswber

State of alert in Panama

PANAMA CITY. Jun 15: Panama has been put on a siate of
aler! amidst fears that its canal. miltary bases and Trans-

Ovcante ol Elwhnf could be a

a4 seeurity

traget lor Guif-related attacks.
| satd on Monday. The U.S. Stale Department

wurned ksl week of the threat from posatble attacks. saying it

I fouind ovidence that
reports Henler.

iragi-supported gucrillas were plan
ming (o altack U.S. targets around the world.

'
Slovenia's declaration annulled
BELGRADE. Jan 15: Yugoslavia's Federal Constitutional
Court has annulled lasl year's declaration of sovereignty by
wWeT

Sloventa which asserted the

of local laws

lcgislation. the daily paper Bora reported Wednesduy. The
court also overturned laws introdoced by Serbia 1o levy cus-
toms duties on produee from Slovenia and Croatia, and nrged
the federal government to see that the court's decisions were

respected, reports AFP.

MOSCOW, Jan

15: Alcxander Bessmertnykh. Soviet

Ambassador 1o the United States and a proclaimed supporier
of good relations with the West, was elccted Foretgn Minister,

Wednesday. Bessmertnykh was voted into the post by

parita

ment. the Supreme Soviet, aller President Mikhatl Gorbaclhey
ceseribed him as an outstanding diplomant reports Reuter

Jordan -Iran ties renewed

AMMAN. Jan 15: Jordan and Iran have agreed to rencw

diplomatic relations and exchange

ambassadors, ending a 10-

year break, Jordan offictals said Wednesday. The break was
made by lrun in protest of Jordan's support of Iraq in lran

| war. reporis AFP.
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will remain part of Irag lor-
ever, and American soldicrs
who try to prevent this face
“The furnace of hell.”
Protests
Mcanwhile, tens of thou-
sands of peace protcsters ral-
lied around the world.
‘Tuesday's demonstrations
followed anti-war
proicsts on Monday, and in
many cities the imm:; th::
pating was ai at
m States, which has led
opposition to Iraq and sent

most of the troops preparing

o force it from Kuwait il neec-

casary.
In the Gulf region, pcople
fcaring an Iragl chemical at.

| French proposal

tack scaled their homes. Turks
sticamed away from the Iragi
fronticr, and flights out of the
region left with few cmply
scals.

Night fight
The US military is cxpected
to fight a war at night using
technology perfeeted in the
last decade thal can turn night
into day, .

Night-vision illumi-
natc night with an ceric green
glow. Thermal sighls can sece
through smoke, { and log.
Electronic imaging [rom
s pacce-age weapons sysiems e
ros in on targels withoul re-
gard for the time of day
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