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C' pawabgani
Contraband

seized

January |8 : Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) in separate raids
here setzed worth
about Taka 58.89 and ar-
rested 17 smugglers in this
connection during the last
month, reports UNB.

BDR sources said, the goods
including sarces, salt, sugar,
bicyecle, yarn, dry chilly,
turmeric, cosmetics, cattle-
heads, pelyester were recov-
ered from different parts of
the district while being smug-
gled into the country.

Besides, 51 VCRs and baby

Upazila roundup

floor s will have 740
square feet. :

Work on the scheme is ex-
pected to be completed before
this year's "Amar Ekushey” on

21.
In the pourashava
has also undertaken a project
to built five and mak-

tabs in the town at a cost of
Taka 10 lakh.

Comilla
Dacoits loot

valuables

16 : Cash and gold
ormaments worth about Tk one
lakh were looted during de-
coities from two houses near

food were seized while being  Buaric station fin
smuggied out of the country. the town on Wednesday,
The scized goods were laler UNB.
handed over to local customs According to witnesses,
authoritics. about 10 to 15 dacoits
equipped with deadly weapons
Savar entered the houses of Begum
Rokeya and Zahirul Islam and
. decamped with the valuables at
5 die of cholera sunpomt
Three peopic were arrested
Junuary 15: Four minor by pejice in this conmection:

girls and a boy died of diar-
rhoea and several others were
attacked by the disease during
the last month, hospital
sources said an Sunday . re-
ports UNB.

The deceased were identi-
filed as Ranu (8). Sharali (11).
Kariman (4), Zahura (6] and
Tara Miah (16).

Ten others were admitted
to Savar health centre and
Ganashaysta Hospital.

Doctors attributed paucity
of safe water to the outbreak

of the disease.
Local urged the au-
thorities to de medical

teams to affected areas 1o
check the spread of the dis-
ease.

Barisal

7.595 tons wheat
distributed

January 15 : A total of 1,424
metric tons of wheat have been
distributed among 7,595
members of distressed fami-
lles in six u of Barisal
district under Vulnerable
Group Development (VGD)
programme till December 31,
reprots BSS.

According to reliefl and re-
- habfiitation” offite Souree, "the
wheat was distributed among
the members at the rate of
31.25 kilograms per family
per month through 42 centres.

The government sanctioned
2.848 metric tons of wheat for
distribution among these lami-
lies free of cost in the cur-
rent fiscal year.

Barguna
6 die of cholera,

dysentery

January 15 : Gastro-intesti-
nal discases claimed six lives
and attacked 100 others in
different parts of the district
during the fortnight, reports
UNB.

Villagers say diarrhoea and
dysentery, which are very
common, have been spreading
in an proportion and
so far claimed 3 lives in
Patharghata, 2 in Sadar and
one in Betagi upazilas here.

General practitioners at-
tributed the reason to con-
n“t:lpunn of adulterated food-
stufl and impure water.

Meanwhile, scarcity of
medicines in hospitals and
hedlth centres has aggravated
the situation.

Local people have urged the

authorities to take nccessary
measures to arrest the spread
of the diseases.

Feni
Shaheed Minar to

~ be constructed

. January 15 : A Taka 1.42
lakh scheme is underway to

construct a Minar here, ac-
c¢ording to sources, reporis

UNB. -
Undertaken by the Local
hava, the minar will be

18 feet in height while the.

dul
Halim, Tofazzal Hossain Kislu,
Direndra Dev Nath, Shu-
kharanjan Seel, Anwar Hossain
Monowar, Advocate Mujibul
Huq and Hasanur Rahman dis-
cussed various aspects of the
Itfe and politics of the
leader. b

Discussion 0
Moni Singh

January 15 : Speakers at a
meeting held at Bakalipatti

Barguna

recently condoled the death of
veteran Communist leader
Comrade Moni Singh, reports
BSS.

Organised by Barguna dis-

trict committee of the Com-

munist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) the meeting was
presided over by Advocate Ab-
Hamid. Messrs Abdul

late

The speakers said Comrade

Moni Singh played a glorious
role in the Communist move-

ment of
dream was to establish a soci-
ety free from exploitation, they
observed.

Bangladesh. His

Munshigan]

. BCL founding

anniversary

From Our Correspondent

January 15 : The 43rd
founding anniversary of the

Bangladesh Chhatra League was
observed in the Shahid Minar

campus of the Munshigon]j

High School recently. A dis-
cussion meeting was held in
this connection. Student lea-
der Moazzam Hussain presided
over the meeting while Mr.
Mohiuddin Ahmad, General

Secretary, Munshigonj district

Awami League spoke.

The annual congress of
Bangladesh Chhatra League,
Munsghigonj Thana Branch, was
held in Binodpur High School
maidan recently. Inau-
guarated by Moazzam Hussain,
meeting was presided over by:
M. Maniruzzaman. A. Karim
Bepary a local Awami League
leader was the cheef guést.

Ex-Chhatra League leader
Mr. Mrinal Ka Das Mun-
shigonj district Juba League
President Mr. Jamal Hmssain

, attended the meeting.

Chittagong

Admission test
postponed

January 15: Admission test
for 1st year honours course in
forestry of « the Chittagong
University for the session
1990-91, scheduled to be
held on January 17, has been

due to unavoidable
reason, @& university press re-
lease said, reports BSS.

Fresh date for the test will
be announced later on. The
date of acceptance of applica-
tion forms for the admission
will remain unchanged, the
press release added. ~

21,789 tribals in
CHT rehabilitated

CHITTAGONG, Jan 15 :
' Local Government
Parishad has rehabilitated
21,
from Indian camps during the
past few months, according to
an oflicial source here yester-

day, reports BSS.

The returnees including
members of Chakma, Marma,
Tripura and other tribal com-
munities said that they were
kept in refugee camps where
water, medicine and food were
not supplied regularly. They
also said that some tribal

relugees had died in Indian
camps without proper medi-
care,

tribals who returned

The government has under-
taken a Taka 15-crore rehabili-
tation programme for the
tribals returning from India,
the source said.

~The returnees further said
that most of the tribals de-
tained in Indian camps wecre
eager to return home but the
so-called Janasanghati leaders
were not allowing them to do
S0.
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MUNSHIGANJ: With water in canals receding during the winter, a bigger catch is made easy by the
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indigenous technique of fence, typical scene in the countryside.

Much drinking
unsafe in Bangladesh

CHITTAGONG, Jan 15
Much of Bangladesh's drinking
walter is unsafe as it carries
larger degree of contamina-
tion.

Such remarks were carried
by the reperts of surveys
launched by the Environment
Pollution Control Authorities
on various occasions.

The Environment Pollution
Control Department here
warned against the use of
drinking water available in
some hotels, restaurants,
overhead tanks of residential
quarters and ponds in the port
city of Chittagong.

The warning that signalled
the paucity of pure drinking
water in this major port city,
came after a recent survey
launched over those arcas by
Chittagong Environment Pollu-
tion Control Department. The
survey reports revealed that
the water was carrying harmful
virus colioform estimated
around 120 in each mililitre
instead of the aceeptable figure

From Qur Correspondent

al four colioforms in each 100
mililitre water which might
risk the lives of pcople causing
an outbreak of severe intestinal
discases and jaundice.

The survey reporis were
prepared after extensive re-
searches into the samples of
water collected from different
locations of the city. The offi-
cials of Environment Pollution
Control made another survey
one year back both in the city
here and 13 districts under
Chittagong Division while all
the survey reports had re-
vealed the availability of harm-
ful virus in drinking water
used there. At that time, 12
hotels of Chittagong city came
under the survey and waters of
eight of them were found to be
containing harmful bacteria
ranging from 250 to 2000.

The districts surveyed at
that time included Chittagong,
Chadpur, Moulavi Bazar,

Comilla, Sunamgonj, Habigoni,
Sylhet, Brahmanbaria, Feni,
Bazar,

Cox's Rangamati,

Noakhali, and I..nluhmirur.
The sample of waler col-
lected from there also bears

symptoms ol contamination as

ponds and streams are in-

undated every year during
floods. In rural Bangladésh the
main sources ol water are
ponds and rivers and waters of
those cannot be wused for
drinking without making
germiree.

In the city, contamination
of waters could be attributed to
unclear overhcad and under-
ground water tanks, the offi-
cials said adding that people
arc hardly conscious to keep
their watertanks clean and
that results in growth and mul-
tiplication of virus day by day
causing contamination.

The environment officials
advised the people to be very
carcful about drinking walter
anywhcre. Mcanwhile, Chit-
tagong City Corporation is ex-
pected to launch an operation
against the use of impure
drinking water in the city.

Forged currency 1§

notes recovered

From Our Correspondent

NAOGAON, Jan 15: CID po-
lice caught red handed Abed
Ali (48), son of late Kashem
Ali of village Kalikapur, Nao-
gaon with 29 forged currency
notes of 500 taka denomina-
tion .

CID constable Md. Azizur
Rahman, on secret informa-
tion, followed the accused
and arrested him from Dhar-
matala ghat of Naogaon town.

Fertilizer scarce

Acute scarcity of different
kinds of fertilizer , specially
Urea and TSP (Tripple Super
Phosphate) for the last few
days in the Raninagar and
Atrai Upazila {s hampering
cultivation . When contacted
some dealers of fertilizers told
me that supply of fertilizer by
BADC is insufficient. Fertilizer
is being sold at black market
in a much price.

Immediate supply of fertil-
izer to meet the target of IRRI
cultivation in the comming
scason is a must.

__Bman on export

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 15 : Froglegs
worth about Taka 42 crore
now lying in different cold
storages of Khulna and
Chittagong regions are losing
its quality following the deci-
sion of the ban on export and
processing of froglegs by the
past government. It is doubtful
whether these huge volume of.
froglegs will be exported or
not.

According to a reliable
sources, the ban on export of
froglegs was imposed Iin
September. '

Last year with prior notice.
As a result huge ntity of
froglegs which has n lying
in different cold storages dur-
ing the last thirteen months,
are losing its quality. The
froglegs have now lost all their
market value.

The source further said the
past government imposed the
ban on the export and process-
ing of froglegs on the plea of
maintaining ecological balance.
But the froglegs which were in
the cold storges during the

time of announcement of the

decision, could not get impor-
tance for selling it abroad.
Besides. no decision was taken
to export these froglegs to
foreign countries during the
last months.

A few months back ar
Indian Daily 'Aazkaal’ published
a news item that the export of
froglegs will be reconsidered.

But the concerned authority
said they were not aware of any
such move.

111 effe

JAMALPUR, Jan 15: In spite
of repeated warnings by the
Agriculture Department re-
garding the hazardous ellects
of imported pesticides farmers
are largely using these smug-
gled ilems.

Farmers are Sherpur, Ja-

malpur, Rangpur,Mymensingh

and Lalmonirhat are using

banned Indian pesticide Thio-
‘dine profusely in paddy fclds.
According to

Won experts, jodine is so

toxic that it not onl
I:l"; c but also dhtu{bl mﬁ-

balance to a great extent
Once applied in the fields, it
kills the pests including other
beneficial insects and frAurz.
fish, birds and snakes. r
effects of Thiodine is so harm-
ful that it makes cercal plants
poisonous. Besides, the straw
of paddy plants contaminated
by Thiodine has also been
proved injurious to cattichead.
Worse still the paddy ftsell be-
comes harmful even for hu-
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From Our Correspondent

Hengidal and Vildol. They
preler Indian Thiodine for its
clicctiveness in combating the
pests promptly .

further added that the
price of Thiodine is much
lower than the country-made
pests killers.

Morevoer Indian High
Yielding Variety (HYV) paddy is
largely cultivated by the
Bangladeshi farmers at the
bordering areas. IR-50, Ratna
and Minicate varictics are be-

of smuggled
pesticide alarming

Lo e s, Glgsig
wan , Fulpur, naigati,
Srecgt::"'dl. Nalitabari, Itail,
Sanandabari and other upazilas.
The seeds of these varieties
are being smuggled into Ban-
galdesh ntly.

On the other hand,
Bangladeshi varieties specially
BR-10 and BR-11, are largely

used by Indian farmers. More-_ |

over,wheat seeds, Vitkanehon
and Sonalika are being smug-
gled to India.
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Political scence

Day labourers hired
for polls campaign

Star report

The wupazila townships have now virtually
tuned into vast election camps for all political
parties. These are all makeshift camps fitted with
microphones. Electric bulbs glow all through the
night and tea is served to the workers present in
each camp free of cost.

In most places there has been shortage of day
labourers and also workers for the factories In
upazila towns. Political parties have hired them
on daily wage basis for clection duty. Their jobs
will last till the parllamentary polls are over on

February 27.

Normal work in fields, factories and offices has
been disrupted as the election campaign gaining
moment um.

Our Patuakhali
dent writes : Political activities
in Patuakhali have gained mo-
mentum. A number of
candidates nomina -

E-lslami, Bangladesh are con-
testing in the Pebruary 27 Par-
Hamenlary clection.

. Several stray processions of
the respective parties are be-

water

———————

Khulna

From Ouwr Khulna office

KHULNA, Jan 15 : Workers
of Bangladesh Maich Factory
staged a blockade Sunday at
Rupsha ferryghat for reopening
of locked-out .

Workers of Dada Match
Factory and other industries
also took part. AL, BNP, Ja-
maat, APSU and SKOP leaders

of Khulna their soli-
darity with them.
In a rally, they declared a

gherao programme on January
16 and a token hunger strike
on January 20.

Alter the expiry of deadline
of 26 December last for sur-
rendering illegal arms, Khuina
Metropolitan Police and mem-
' bers of the district police re-
covered 10 unauthorised [ire
arms and 86 pounds ol ammu-
' nition durign the last fortnight
Police Sources said that during
"the time of General ammensty,
only one¢ unauthoriscd arms
was deposited tlo police while
the other arms were recovered
in different drives, Meanwhile,
the local unit of All Party Stu-
.dents Unity, Jubo Sangram
Parishad and the three major
political alliances demand re-
covery of all illegal firearms
before the ensuing parliamen-

Lary polls.
Killing condemned

The killing of Transport
labour leader Kalipada Shaha
has been strongly condemned
by labour IcAders of dilferent
transport unions. Kalipada
' Shaha alins Kalu (40) President

of Khulna district Baby-taxi
Union was killed last Monday
cvening in his union ollice
here. The miscreants stabbed
him to decath while one of
Kalus associales once Nuru
mistry rccicved severe injuries
and now undergoing trealment
at Khulna General lHospital.
. A casc has been registered
wilth Khulna Thana Police.

The Police have arrested
two persons in this conncc-
tion. The arrested persons are
Anwar and llashmat.; Mcan-
while, Presidents and General
Scerctarics of Khulna Divi-
sional Truck Workers Union
and Khulna Private Car Drivers
Union in two separale stale-
ments condemned the killing
* of the labour leader and de-
“manded exemplary panish-

ment Lo the killers. Condo-

lence meeting of the baby taxi

. drivers was held here on
Wednesday to mourn the death
of the labour leader and all the
baby -taxies of the city and
nearby routs were off the roads
on Wednesday in protest
against the killing.

Newsman injured

The News Editor of a focal
English datly Kazi Amanullah
recieved severe leg injury in a
.-road incident here last Tues-

=

He reccived the injury from
the motor cycle on which he
was travelling Mr Aman was
taken to Khulna General Hos-
pital for treatment. He is now
undergoing treatment at his

residence.

Freshers'
reception

From Our Correspondent

® : .
Drug addicts on rise
From Our Correspondent
KUSHTIA. Jan 156 : The An unofficial survey reveals

number of addicts is growing
alarmingly in Kushtia town
with easy availability of foreign
and country made liquor and
drugs like morphine, sedative

creasingly becoming addicts.
As drugs are sold openly in
medicine shops and groceries.
it is alleged that a well organ-
ised gang has been smugghng
these items from India.

r]

that about five per cent of the
teenagers in the town are ad-

dicts.
Although sale of drugs with-

out prescription is prohibited, |

dishonest medicine shop own-

ers allegedly carry on the trade
for overprofiting.

it is also alleged that the
drug addicts are involved in
various crimes in the town to

raise drug money.

MANIKGANJ, Jan 15.: The
Students Union of Government
Devendra College, Manikgani,
arranged a freshers’ reception
recently in the college audito-
riam with Prof. Mohammad

' Saedul Haque, the Principal of

the college was in the chair.
Mr Nurul Alam Khan, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Manikganj was the chiefl guest
and the special guest was stu-
dent leader and freedom

' fighter Mr. Tobarak Hossain

Ludu. The n was ol

| lowed by a cultural programme

tion papers for the ensuing
elections.

There will be a hard com-
petition between Awami
League backed candidate
Mr.Shahjahan and BNP backed
candidate Mr. Keramat Al, a
former Cabinet Secretary.

Jammat-E-lslami candidate

sentiment of people calmed
down. On January 10, forfaer
Zila Parishad Chairman and
M.P. , Sardar Abdur Rashid
flanked by his partymen sub-
mitted his nomination paper
to the election office to Assis-
tant Returning Officer.

Another candidate, Mr. Ab-
dul Bari, has also submitted his
nomination paper from Zaker
Party. After [iing the nomina-
tion papers he along with his
party men the main
thorqughfares of the district in
a procession chanting slogans
to cast vote in his favour,

Postering, miking, canvass-
ing, procession, colourful rally
have become the day-to-day
occurrings in the town. Most
walls in the town are filled up
with Lgoc:cn urging voters to
cast votes in favour of dif-
ferent candidates. No unto-
ward incident has so far been
reportgd.

Khulna

Our Khulna Correspondent
states : Election campaign in
Khulna city for the forthcom-
ing parliamentary election is
going on in full swing. From
this area (Khulna-2) Sheikh
Razzak Ali from B.N.P.., Advo-
cate Manjurul Imam from
Awami League and Alhaz
Shamsur Rahman from Jamaat-

ing brought out every

secking support and votes for
their respective nominated
candidates.

Besides, writing on the
walls with the party's symbol
have also begun. Moreover, a
ﬁd number of election of-

s at different wards of the
city has opened Wwhich are
decorated  with coloured
posters and portraits of their
lcaders and candidates. Mean-
while, gossiping in holcls and
restaurants of the city also
took place aflter the an-
nouncemen! of candidates
from the mainstream political
parties.

JP leader’s car damaged

UNB from Pirojpur says :
Angry people attacked a Jatlya
Party leader and damaged his
car when he went to submit
the nominaton paper of a
minister of the oustéd Ershad

rmment.

Munirul Hagque Munir, also
former chairman of Kawkhali
upazila, came under the mob
altack while submitting nomi-
nation this noon on behalf of
former Communication Minis-
tcr Anwar Hussain Manju in
Pirojpur-3 constituency.

Witnesses said that Munir's
car was damaged and its driver
hurt in the incident. The nom-
ination papecr, however, was
submitted.

Candidates of different po-
litical parties submitted a total
of 43 nomination papers from
three constituencies of the
district.

Twenty candidates will
costest from constituency-1
(Nazirpur) , 12 from con-
stituency-2 (Mathbaria) and 11
from Pirojpur-3 (Kawkhali-
Bhandaria).

BAKSAL president Mohiud-
din Ahamed and Sudhangsu
Sekher Halder of Awami

Lufue are the other promi-
nent candidates,
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This is h lection campaign taking place
PABNA This is how & hon

in the remotest corners of rural

—Sinrpho“



