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General of the nisation ol Islamic Conlerenee
(0IC) Hamid Algabid in Jeddah urged Irnq to prevent
a devastaling war in 1 namec of Islam and luture

gor erations, r:g‘u

Mr. Algabi said he was willing to mediate a solution o
diffcrences between Iraq and Kuwait, including a border
dispute that preceded Iraq's invasion of the Emiraic.

iraqi President Saddam llussein should “act quickly to
prevent the outbreak of a war in the Gull which would have
incalculable conscquences and should order without delay
the total and unconditional withdrawal of Iragl troops from
Kuwait, Mr. Algabid said.

“This is a duty o be undcrtaken in the name ol Islam
for our poople, the future gencrations and humanity,” he said.

Antiwar protest in Germany:
Abou' S00 German students staged an anli-war protest in
front of U.S. Army rs in Berlin on Monday, the
third straight day of demonstrations over the Gull conflict,
reports AP,

Further prolests were scheduled later in the day in
Bonn, afler a weckend that brought hundreds of thousands
to the streets  throyghout Europe.

"War cannol be the answer,” sald one banner held aloft in
freezing temperatures in Berlin,

Most of the protesiers came from nearby high schools.
Some of the students climbed up the huge metal gate in
front of the American compound, ealled the Gen. Lucius ).
Caly arters in former West Berlin. The compound is
namoed after the US genceral who organised the DBerlin airliit
and kept West Berlin  from starving during the 1948-49 So-
vict blockade.

Britons pra y for peace : churches in
Britain, which has lhc sccond largest foree in the Gulf,
opened their doors on Monday for two days of prayerd for
peace, reporis AP,

Leaders of the state Church of England joined with Ro-
man Catholics, Methodists and others in appealing to their
follwers to participate. Some Muslims said  Lhey would ke
part as well.

Britain has some 34,000 military personnel in the Gulf,
the largest Western contingent  afler the Uniled States.

The British government on Sunday cxpelied 28 members
of the Iragi embassy in London, saying the current stale of
Anglo-lragi rclations did not  justify such a large stafl.

Britain's ambassador Lo Iraq, Harold Walker, arrived
home Friday afler recetving and order from  London to leave
but the Forvign Office stressod that relations with Irag  have
nol been broken off.

Pro-Saddam rall in Delhi: iiundras

ol Arab studcenils and ]nr'nmt:li.l.rn.r some chantling "Long live
Saddam”, demonstrated in New Delhi Monday  against the
U.S. thrcal to use foree againgt Irag, reports Reuler,

Brandishing posters of Iragt President Saddam Hussein
and Palestinian lkader Yasser Arafat, the Arab prolesicrs
marched o the U.S. embassy and Lthe DBritish 1ligh Commis-
SHHN.

“We are here o prolest against the hostilities intended to
be launched against lraq and the Arab world,” a leader of the
National Union of Iragt Students and Youth said adding "We
arc fully in support of Saddam llusscin's actions.”

The Arab community in India opposed U.S, President Ge-
orge Bush's decision 1o foree  Saddam to comply with the
United Nations' demand that Iraq withdraw from Kuwait,
sald the student leader, who declined to be named.
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More Albanians seek asylum:
More Albanians
weckend despite Greek appeals that they remiain home and
an Albanian promisc nol to punish any who rcturn, reports
AP,

A spokeswoman for northwestern loannina province
Athens said Monday that 900 Albanians crosscd the border on
Saturday and 64 | on Sunday.

More than 6,500 Albanians, mostly cthnic Greeks, have
fled their Communist country since Albania relaxed controls
on its mountainous border last month.

Fewer had crossed during the last week, but police said
rumors the border would close again led Lo Ihr. wuhnd
rush

Greece says al least 350,000 members of Albania’'s popula-
tion of 3.3 million arc cthnic Greeks, and has appealed to
them Lo stay at home.

Pak N-plant underwa AY: The Chasrman o
Pakistan's Atomic Encrgy Commission, nir Ahmed Khan,
said in Islamabad lale Sunday that he expected 1991 to be a
“significant ycar” for the country’'s nuclear programme, re-
ports AFP.

Spenking on state lelevision, Mr. Khan said negotiations
were under way with China and France over the installation

of 300 and 900 megawall nuclcar plantd respectively and
added that this year would be “significant” for the overall
nuclear programmc.

Pakistani scientists arc capable of designing the plants,
he said, but constructing them would require  large-scale
investment which could only be obtained through coopera-
tion between the public and privale scclors.

Rebels kill 8 in Bogota ¢ Lefust rebels

continued a major offensive against thce Colombian
government, killing scven securitly agents and bombing the
country's main oil pipcline, officials said Monday , rcports
Al’,

Guerillas from Colombia’'s two L guerilla groups am-
bushed police patrols, blew up buses and fatally shot al least
five policemen and two soldicrs over the past 24 hours, po-
lice and army rcports said.

The gucrillas are retaliating for the army's caplurce in carly
December of a rebel command post in the southern Colom-
bian jungle. Rebels of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia, or FARC, say they are trying to foree the army o
withdraw from their headquarters.

Since the first of this year, at leasl 47 police and soldicrs
as well as 52 gucrillas have died in clashes, officials sald.

NATO slates Soviet action: namo-

sald Monday a continued crackdown in the Ballic republics
would da East -Wesl relations and called on Moscow to
negotiate with the rebel republics, reports Reuter.

A strongly -worded statement from Brusscls, issucd after
a crisis mectling of ambassadors from the 16 allicd Nations,

condemned the use of foree in  Lithuania and said: "The con-
tinuation of these alarming developments, in  particular the
usc of foree, would have negative consequences for the polit-
ical situation in Europe as a whole and on (allied) relations
with the Soviet Union.”

Gorbachev nominates PM : iresiden

Gorbachev nominated Finance Minister Valentin
Paviov, 63, for Prime Minister, reports Tass.

Speaking in Sovict Parllament, he also
Deputy Prime Minister.

The candidates arc Vitaly Doguzhiyav, 55-year-old chicf of
the goverment Commission on Emergencies, who was a
Deputy Premier in the oulgoing Council ol Ministers, 53-

rﬂld minister of hecavy machine-building Viadimir

ichkov, State Planning Committec Chairman Yurl
hlnlyukmr 63, and 60-ycar -old Nikolai Laverov, a Deputy
Prime Minister in the oulgoing Government.

3 BhOt dead ill Pﬂkiﬂtan: Fifteen men

armed with automatic weapons shot dead six members of a
[amily in a Pakistani wvillage Tucsday, oflicials sald, reports
AFP,

The gunmen carried out the carly morning raid on a
house in a Muslim village to avenge Lthe killing of three rela-
| tives a year ago, they said, adding that police had launched a
hunt to arrest the culprits.
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Baghdad living on borrowed time : US

6 US carriers with 450
fighters near Iraq

WASIIINGTON, Jan 15 : Six
US afrerall carrfers with over
450 warplancs werc in posi-
tion near Iraq loday in the final
hours before a UN deadline for
Baghdad to end its military oc-
cupation of Kuwail, defence of

ficials sald on Monday, reports
Reuter.

The ecarrier Theodore Roo
scvell steamed through the
Sucz Canal into the Red Sea on

Monday and joined the
Saraloga and John F. Kennedy.
The carrier Midway was in the
Gull and the Ranger in the
northern Arablan sea.

The carrier America will
sall from Medllerrancan
through Suez into the Red Sea
oday Culf time and there will
be a formidable force in place,
said onc of the defence offi-

cials who asked not lo be
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truck toward the Kuwait: border on
reparations for war continue

— AFPAINB Photo

/

identificd.

The White House declined
on Monday to say when a US-
led multi-national ecoalition
might strike Iraq, but “rl'.lr.'d

that any moment after
midnight test (0500 EHT
Wednesday) deadline was

“borrowed time” for Baghdad.

With the exceplion of Lhe
Ranger, aircrafll from the other
five carriers would be in strik-
ing distance ol targets in Irag
and Kuwait without refuclling,
officials said.

‘Action can occur
at any point’

A’ adds: The While llousc
said Monday Lthat Irmq will be
Hving on “borrowed time™ afler
Tucsday's deadline for with
drawal from Kuwait; the U.S.

government urged Iraq to take
“dramatic action” lo avert war.

"Everyonc has to assumc
that military action could oc-
cur al any point” alter Tuesday,
White lousec Press Sccrclary
Marlin Fitzwatcr said.

Defense department
sources said the number of U.
S. forces in the Gulf region had
topped 400,000 , an increase
of 30,000 from the total an-
nounced last Thursday

NICOSIA, Jan Iraqg
hinted that suicide pﬂnts were
poiscd to allack allied war
ships and other targets in the

Gull il the US-led alllance
waged war against il, reports
[dculer.

As Lhe countdown for a pos-
sible war moved into ils last
30 hours France MNoated a last-
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' Two Arafat aides

assassinated

TUNIS, Jan 15: A rencgade
bodyguard assassinatled the two
closcst aides of PLO leader
Yasscr Araflat Monday and took
the wife and daughter of onc
hostage, PLO sources said, re-

poris AP,
The gunman, who de-
manded a plane to him out

of Tunis, fatally shot Salah Kha-
laf, Arafat's second in com-
mand, and Hayel Abdcl-Hamid,
the PLO's security chiel.

lle also killed Abu Mo-
hammed Al-Omari, Khalafls
chicl bodyguard, said’ scveral
sourccs in Tunis, who spoke
on condition of anonymily.

Abdel-llamid’'s wile and

teenage daughter were being
held hostage by the gunman,
identified only as "llamza,” in-
side¢ their housc fn the
Tunisian suburb of Marsa
where the shooting oeccurred,
a scnior Palestinian comman-
der said.

Tunisian sccurity forces and
Palestinian gucrillas had sur-
rounded the house, said the
commander, who spoke on
condilion of anonymily. Ilc was
rcached in Tunis by telephone
[rom Nicosia, Cyprus.

The bodyguard had recently
split [rom Libyan-backed PLO
dissident Abu Nidal, a terrorist

lcader who is engaged in a

bitter feud with Aralal, the
commander said.

Al the United Nations, PLO
Ambassador "M Nasser Al-
Kidwa blamcd the killings on
Isracl.

*The Israclis are the only
oncs which gain interest
through such terrorist ac-
tions,” he said. Amalat, who was
on his way [rom Amman, Jor-
dan, to Paris for talks on the
Gulf crisis, was informed ol the
assassination by radio, the
commander said .

Arafat cancclled his visil
because of Lhe assassinations,
Danicl Bernard, a French For-
cign Ministry spokesman, said
at a Paris bricfing carly Tucs-
dasy morning. The PLO com-
mandcr, citing securily con-
siderations, would not revcal
Arafal's whercabouls.

Troops disarm Latvian police

Bush-Gorbachev summit
may be postponed : US

WASIHINGTON, Jan
The Sovict crackduwn on
Lithuania appcars likely to
scuttle next month's summit
hetween US President George
Bush and Sovict leader Mikhail
Gorbachev, a White House
spokesman.said on Monday,
reporis Reuter,

"Clearly, the trip to Moscow
is up in the air,” White Housc
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater
said of the summit, planncd
for February 11 to 13 in
Moscow.

“I think there's a gencral
sceplicism now that we would
go,” he said, ” but the final de
cision has not been made and
will not be made for some

Lime.”

Il cancelled or delayed, it
would mark the first time a
supcrpower summit has not
been held as schedueld since
1960, when Sovict leadcer
Nikita Khrushchev refused lo
meet with President Dwight
Eiscnhower alter a US spy
planc was shot down over So-
viel air space.

Another . report from Riga
acdds : Sovict Llroops briclly
scized the Lalvian Police
Academy, disarmed a local po-
lice station and attacked vehi-
cles blocking streets leading to
arliament carly on Tucsday, a
member of the Latvian Parlia
ment said.

The early morning assaulls
in Riga appcarcd designed lo
sow panic in the ecity, rather
than o ltake control, said Ivar
Krastins, head ol the Parlia-
ments' health committee. No
onc was scriously injured.

“This is to show the gov-
ernment is not in control of
the situation and that it must
resign,” Krastins said.

The scatlered allacks were
part of a patlern of terror to
destabilise the situation fur-
ther, Krastins said.

"We are alfraid the Lroops
and the (pro-Moscow) cem-
munist party may attack US
cither this afternoon or laler
tonight”, he said.

posilion near Iraq

|

President D-eur Bush,
mcanwhile, ruolu
tion approved au-

thorising force against Iraq. He
said the measure sends “the
clearest le mecssage to
(iragi President) Saddam Hus-
sein that he must withdraw
from Kuwait without condition
or delay.”

He also said he was pleased
that Congress and the White
House were “uniling In a
common objective.”

The UN Secu
voled that foree
to d ! troops from
Kuwait if they "t withdraw
by midnight Tuesday. Iraq
overran its neighbouring Emi-
rale Aug 2.

As war clouds darkened,
there were calls for prayer and
national unity.

"Il's Ume o run behind the
forces in the field,” sald Sen.
Sam Nunn, a Demecrat who
had opposed the congressional
resolution endorsing the use of
force. He sald the ime for de-
batc was over but warned there
could be bad news [rom the
batticficld il war breaks oul .

Dozens of anti-war
protesters marched in front of
the White House. Police lined
the tall, wrought iron flence
and other officcrs were sta-
lioned on the lawn.

Council
be uscd

Iraqi suicide pilots
ready to hit targets

ditch peace bid at the UN late
on Monday, urging Iraq to im

medialely announce its inten

tion to withdraw from Kuwail
and lo begin a rapid large-scale
pull-oul

US President George Dush
carlicr told leaders of Congress
there had been no ray of hope
for a diplomatic breakthrough
in persuading Irnq to give up
Kuwail.

The UN deadline Jor Iragl
wilhdrawal cxpires at 8 a.m.
Iragi and Kuwaiti time (0500
GMT) on Widnesday. Il Iraq's

armics arc still in place then,

the US-led mullinational lorce °

in the Gulf is authorised to at-
tack.

US Delence officials said six
US aircralt earricrs with over
450 war plancs would be in
on Tucsday.

Morce than 600,000 allied
troops and 2,000 combat
plancs are in the Gulfl, [acing
Iraq’'s half-million strong oc-
cupation forces backed by
thousands of tanks.

The commandcer ol Iraq's
air foree, Air Marshal Muza
hem Saab llassan, hinted in a
message to President Saddam
llussein read over Baghdad
radio at suicidc attacks against
the allies.

" 1 have the glad tidings that
gucrilla units have complcted
their training... and ready to
launch their atlacks towards
targets defined for them on
land, sca and in the air, the
message safd.

Over one million
poised for
Gulf war

RIYADH, Jan 15 : Morc than
a million men are poised lor
war in the Gull : 540,000
Iraqis facing 400,000 Ameri-
cans, 135,000 Arabs, 35,000
Britains and 11,000 French,
along with units from 15 other
countries ranging [rom
Czcchoslovakia to Sicrra
lcone, reports AFP.

Following is a breakdown ol
the forces in battleficld - Lthe
troops and their weapons.

According to weslern ana-
lysis, Iraq has 540,000 troops
in Kuwait and ncighbouring
Southern Iraq, many of them
veterans of the cight-year war
with Iran. Iraq says its lroops
number between 600,000 and
750,000 men.

Iraq is bclieved Lo have
4,000 tanks, 2,700 other ar-
mourcd vehicles and 3,000 ar-
tillery pieces, along with 700
combat plancs ageing French
mimges and Sovict Mig- 258
and more recent Mig-290S. It
also has efMficicnt French-made
air-to-sea exoccl missiles, and
Sovict-made, modified ground
-tlo-ground Scud-B missicls.

Children of BSF
Commander

kidnapped

NEW DELHI Jan 15 : Three

Sikh militants kidnapped the
son and of an Indian
lorder Force Com-

mandar (rom their village

home in Pun Sunday
night.The Press of India
(PTI) réported yester-
day,reports AFP.

‘tify this situation unprecedented for the country

Today is Woednesday,

I1ighlights in history on this

The Dily Star S

e '

oy L W

SAMARRAH
Saddam

(lraq) L'nlfnrmed Presiden:
graytr in_the Shiite

mﬂ:g:'“ "ﬂ"- h telm ere hlom:tras

FTE"H
Flhd udi Arabia as |m un hnh&d
ut of his troops from Kuwait to sol utl-un
F:lut:man question. ]ﬂ“l’ﬂillo'g enough

Zionists had u roowﬂ illions alestinians frnrn
their home lnpd Sa J: has made a brntharly

Muslim nation of 8,26 586 Kuwlml hom-e #

Fahd an infidel,

says Saddam

BAGIHIDAD, Jan 15 : President Saddam Husscin on Monday
said he was willing to give Saudi Arabla “guarantecs” Irag
would not attack the kingdom but he held King Fahd
responsible for cvery drop of blood that will bg shed in the
cvent of war, reports AFP.

President 1lussein, in an “open letter” to King Fahd carried
by the official Iragl news agency (INA), also criticised Saudi
Arabia for allowing the deployment of forcign troops on its
territory and said King Fahd had acted contrary to “divine
Muslim law."

"What you did is contrary o divine Muslim law. . The occu-
pation has exacerbated Saud! and Arab budgets at a time when
destitute and famished Muslims and Arabs nceded that
moncy,” he said.

Ilc chastised the Saudi monarch for allowing “infidel”
armics to deploy in the kingdom, which iIs homc¢ o Mceca
and Medina Islam's holicst sites and urged him to reconsider
his position.

Soviet pa pérs to die

MOSCOW, Jan 15 : Dy the middle of 1991 the Soviet Union
may sce many ncwspapers and magazines dic, Vyachesla
Leonticv, Dircector of the Pravda Publishers, told a ncws
conference in Moscow on January 8, reports IAN.

The reason is the need to buy paper at so-called contrac-
tual (market) prices, somcthing that will put most ol the
periodicals in the red.

According to Leontiev, the producers have agreed to sell
newsprint al 1,300 roubles per ton on the average. For news-
papers o continue, newsprint should be available for no more
than 800 roublcs a ton.

Such fllustrated magazines as Ogonyok, Sovetsky Soyuz and
others have found themselves in predicament. The thing is
they used imported newsprint and imported ink. This ycar
due to the lack of hard currency funds the magazines will
either have o be discontinued or usc Sovicl-made supplics,
which, Leonticy claims, will scnd the quality down.

Robot now for Ikebana

TOKYO, Jan 15 : The Japancse clectronics company
Toshiba has developed a robot shaped like an clephant's
trunk that is so flexible and nimble it can perform lkebana, or
Japanese llower arranging, a spokcsman said, reports Reuler,

The robot is made of stlicon gum and bylon and is moved
by air or watcr pressure, directed through internal tubes,

Toshiba engincers say the device could one day be reduced
in size for injecting into the human body for medical
purposcs.

The firm hopes the new technology will be on the market
by 1995, thc spokesman said.

Judge challenges Emperor

TOKYO, Jan 15 : A judge who ruled for the first time
agninst official visits to war shrines by the emperor and prime
minister resigned Monday, only four days afller the ruling,
officials said, reports AP.

Tadao Kasuya, 61, presiding judge at Sendai 1igh Court in
northern Japan, annonced that he was rcliring as ol Monday.

"Il had alrcady decided to retire after concluding the Ya-
sukuni shrinc case,” Kasuya told reporters, according to
Kyodo News Service,

"Kasuya had becen saying that he would rctire before he
lurns 62 and start his seccond lifc as a lawyer in Tokyo." a
court official said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Reversing a distriet court ruling, Kasuya ruled last weck
that official visits to Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo by the emperor
or prime minister would violate the constitutional scparation
of religion and stale.

Superpower without
a budget

MOSCOW, Jan 15 : The USSR has lived the first weck of
1991 without a national budgcl, rcports IAN.

The fourth scssion of the Sovict Parliament, which re-
sumed its work January 8, will have within seven days to rec-
's history.

The draft budget, handed in o the MPs, suggesis that the
eredit side stand at 250. 157 billion roubles and Lhe debit side
at 276.820 billlon roubles.

The planncd budget deficit will thus conslilule 26.663 bil-
lion roubles. The government plans o increase expensces on
servieing the national domestic debt by 6.7 billion roubles and
thus bring it to ncarly 12 billion roubles. As much as 45.742

- billion roubles will be requircd o finance national ccunomic

development.

Today in History

1973 United Stalcs and
Soulh Vicinam declare
ceasclire in Vietnam War

in hopes of full pcace E.
1979 - Shah Mohammed

January
16, the 16th day of 1991

There are 349 days left in
the year, reports UNI.
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Braxil, Glovanni Enrico
Bucher, s freed in Rio de
Janciro after being held by
kidnappers for 40 days




