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A whimpering
»

Did we really need
a year and then
subsequently a
decade to tell us
that we mistreat
women”’
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International

US carriers
near Iraq

Six US aircraft
carriers with over 450
'warplanes were in

position near Iraq
in final hours
before a UN
deadline.
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Dolis with magical
powers

Dolls hold a special

place in the cultures
of all nations. Since
ancient times they
have been created

for various
| purposes,
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Garment

exports

Readymade garmen
ts had another
upbeat year in 1990.
A 22 per cent
growth boosted
its export earnings
to Taka 2,200
crore.
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US combat
preparedness

WASHINGTON. Jan 15: US
soldiers moved into combat
preparcedness as iraq
continued to build its forces
along a front of expected
conflict. the Defence Depar-
tment said Tuesday, rceports
AP.

Arab hostages put

in target areas

DIIAIHRAN, Jan 15: Iraq has
put 10,000 Kuwaiti hostages at
likely tlargets inside Iraq. Iraq
hopes the hostages will cause
Arabs in the alliance to prevent
military action after the UN's
January 15 dcadline for with-
drawal from Kuwait passecs,
said Sheikh Alf Al- Sabah gov-
crnor of the tiny emirate's
Ahmadi provinee, rcports
Reuter.

CUSncidents

The Government has con-
stituted a One-Man Judfcial
Enquiry Commission with
Justice Mahmudul Amin
Chowdhury, Judge of the High
Court Division of the Supreme
Court o investigale the incl-
dents on the Chittagong
University Campus on
December 22, 1990 and the

subsequent days, reporis BSS.
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Ershad will be tried in accordance with law

Shahabuddin seeks cooperation

to ensure fair elections

By Staff Correspondent

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahme on
Tucsday called upon the
Liymen irrespective of pnrly
affiliation, particularly the stu-
. to extend all

polls. The utmost need of the
hour is to maintain peace, dis-

ciplinc and to execreise re-
siraints and tolerance, he
noted.

Atdressing the nation over
radio and television in the
cvening the Acting President
who is heading the 40-day old
carclaker government ex-
pressed firm determination o
hold the parliamentary polls
properly and impanrtially.

The Actling ’resident

—

‘the most acute crisis

noled with concern that there
wns a lrend of conflicls and
clashes among the political
parties, cspecially the big ones.
The intensity of such conflicts
is growing the clection dale
approaching, the Acting
President said.

He regreited that because
of confllicts prevailing among
the political partics the
government did not get any
belp from them in resolving
like
prison Lrouble,

BSS adds: The Acting
President reiteraled his [irm
determination to hold free, fair
and impartial parliamentary
polls on February 27 and
sought coopceration from all

concerned, particularly from
the democracy-loving student
community, in this regard.

In his 16 minule addross,
sccond since he assumed the
responsibility as head of the
interim government, Justice
Shahabuddin listed the stcps
taken by his government to
ensure [ree, fair and 1 riial
polls and said what was
nceded now was demonstra-
tion of utmost palience and
lolcrance beside maintenance
ol peace and order.

Code of conduct
The Acting President said
the Election Commission
would sit with the leaders of
all political partics and repre-

scntatives of Lhe government
to formulate a code of condurt
for clections. lle said clectine
were certain o be free, [air
and impartial il the code ol
conduct was followed by cvery
party and its candidates and if
an all-party voluntecr corps
was crcated to help the law
enlorcing agencies. Il
however, said it would be of no
use il only lip service was givern
to the code of conduet withoun
adhering Lo it.

The Acting President said
foreign obscrvers’ teams woukl
be invited o observe the con-
duct of polls.

Justice Shahabuddin also
sald the trial of Lthe former

Sec Page 10 Col. 2

Gulf war preparations, fears intensify

US rejects French proposal

War preparations, protests
and fears all intensified
Imesday, as the final hours
passed belore the UN deadline
lor Irag to free Kuwait or facc
e use of foree, reports AP.

The UN Sccurity Council
gave Iraq unlil Tucsday to
withdraw its invasion forces
from Kuwail or [ace removal by
usc ol any mecans, including
war. Although the eouncil did
nol sct a limg, UN officials say
the 48-day “"pause lor pcace"
that began in November ex-
pircs at midaight UN time
(0500 GMT Wcednesday) or 8
a.m. in Kuwail.

UN Sccrclary - General
Javier Percz de Cuellar ad-
dressed the Sccurity Council
into " the early hours of
Muesday, giving a sobcering
summary of his failed peace

e e

mission to Baghdad.

The council was expectled
lo reconvene laler Tucsday to
discuss an 1lth-hour French
pcace plan.,

The United States has all
bul rejected the French initia-
tive beeause it offers a Middie
Easl conference addressing
the Palestinian issue. The
United Stales opposcs any res-
olution that appcars to reward

iragi President Saddam
llusscin by linking the Gulf
crisis and the Isracli-

Palestinian dispute.

French Forcign Minister
Roland Dumas said today Lhat,
with only hours to go before a
deadline expires for war in Lthe
Gull, Iraq had made *no tangi-

“ble response™ 1o & Tast-minute

French peace initiative.
French officials said Tuces-

day their peace plan is backed
by Germany, Belgium, Spain,
Yugoslavia,  Algeria, Tunisia,
Morocco, Egypt and Saudi
Arabia.

The German Foreign Minis-
iry on Tuesday confirmed
Bonn's support for the French
proposal Italian Fergign
Minister Gianni De Michelis
also sald Tuesday that he sup-
poricd Lhe plan.

Sovict Foreign Ministry
spokesman Vitaly Churkin said
Moscow respected "the French
initiative, as well as any Inilia-
tive by UN Security Couneil.

But French Foreign
Minister Roland Dumas re-
ma.ir:sd in the French capilal
Tue ny l:nnrmn ud in
Bnghdad to prurm:tt: th inti-
tiative, a spokesman repocted.

Dumas had said Sunday that
he would make a speeial Lrip
to the Iragi capital il it would
be useful in encouriging Iraqgi
President Saddam Hussein to
withdraw his troops ([rom
Kuwait. US Prcsident George
Bush, who has lcd opposition
to Iraq, was bricfed carly
Tuecsday by his intclligenee and
national sccurity advisers.
Presidential spokesman Marlin
Fitzwatcr sald Bush had madc
"no decisions yet” on whether
lo go to war,

Bush lale Monday signcd
the congressional reselution,
passed over the weekend, au-
thorising him to usc US mili-
tary foree to drive Saddam
from Kuwail.

wiene's slate-run press ofs

Tuesday iciterated that Kuwait
Sce Page 10 Col. 7

Fmotion-choked mother recciving her son aller his relcase from

Dhaka Central Jail yestcerday. (Reports on Page 10)
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Hasina urges Govt
to recover arms

Bv Stafl Correspondcent

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina as alleged that certain
anti-people forces are conspir-
ing to foil the democratic pro-
cess which has been initiated
after a long struggle of the
people.

"The conspirators are en-
gaged in creating terror Lo foil
the elections”, saild Sheikh
Hasina while addressing a
large gathering of Awami
League supporters in front of
Bangabandhu Bhavan yesterday
cvening. The supporters came

US, European
missions seek
security

By Moinuddin Naser

The officials of American
and European missions in
Dhaka revicwed the latest Gulfl
siluation yesterday and its im-
pact on Bangladesh, particu-
larly the security of their na-
tionals,

The misstons have already
monitoring cells at
their respective offices  to
gather information aboul any
occurrence centering on the
Gull crisis.

The American and
Europcan missions have also
sought adequate security mea-

See Page 10 Col. 1

there with ‘boat’ proccssions
[rom Tejgaon-Ramna and
Mohammedpur-Dhanmandi
constituencies.

Sheikh Hasina called upon
the caretaker government Lo
take strict measures to recover
illegal arms and said all the
democratic organisations
would assist the administration
in its effort.

She accused certain politi-
cal parties of giving shelter 10
the associates or the autocratic

See Page 10 Col. 6

Niaz Murshed
champion

CALCUTTA, Jan 15:
Grandmaster Niaz Murshed of
Bangladcsh scitled for an casy
draw against Soviet
Grandmaster Yakovich to win
the second Goodricke interna-
tional chess championship ti-
tle with a total of 8.5 points
here today, reports PIT.

In the last round match nei-
ther player took any risk as
Niaz Murshed did not need to
win and Yakovich, perhaps, did
nol attempt to win against a
player who was obviously in

peak form.

Yakovich along with G. Flear
of the United Kingdom, and
Nevcrov of the USSR took the
sccond position jointly with

7.5 points each.

3 top PLO leaders assassinated

TUNIS, Jan 15 : A renegadt
body guard assassinated the
two closest aides of PLO leade;
Yasser Arafat and took the wile
and daughter of one of them
hostage before being arrested
early Tuesday, PLO sources
said, reporis AP.

The gunman, armed with an
AK-47 rifle. fatally shot Salah
Khalaf, Arafat's second in
command., and Hayel Abed]
Hamid, the Palestine Libera
tion Organization's Sec-urity
Chief, late Monday night.

He also killed Abu Moham-
med Al-Omari, Khalafl's chiefl
body guard. senior Palestinan
officials in Tunis said.

The gunman, identified only
as Hamza, took Abdel-Hamid's
wife and teen-age daughter
hostage inside their housc,
where the shoting oceurred, in

the Tunisian suburb of Marsa.
Hamza demanded a plane to fly
him to an unspecified destina-
tion.

A joint force of PLO gueril-
las and Tunisian policemen
stormed Abdel-Hamid's house.
They arrested the assailant and
freed the two women hostages
unharmed. Tunisian police also
arrested upto a dozen
Palestinians alleged by linked
with the killing,

Israel blamed

PTl reports : Several Arab
diplomats at the United
Nations blamed Israel for the
assassination of two PLO lead-
ers and deseribed it as an aci
aimed at increasing lensions in
the region.

The Securily Council mem-

bers were having informal con-
sultations on a resolution on
deportation of four Palestinians
by Israel on January 8 when
the news of the assassination
of three PLO men came in.
They expressed concern as
the killings came just as the
deadline for the Iragi with-
drawal from Kuwait was inter-
ing its final by 24 hours.
Arafat, who was on his way
from Amman, Jordan, to Paris
for talks on the Gulf crisis, was
informed of the assassination
by radio, the commander said.
Arafat cancelled his wvisit
because of the assassinations,
Daniel Bernard, a French
Foreign Ministry spokesman,
said at a Paris briefing early
Tuesday moming.
Arafat had planned to pro-
mote a French-Palestinlan ini-

dative in which Iraq would pull
its troops from Kuwait in ex-
c e for promises of a future
Mideast conference on the
Palestinian situation in the oc-
cupied territories.

The bodyguard had report-
edly split from Libyan-backed
PLO dissident Abu Nidal, who
is engaged in a bitter feud with
Arafat.

PLO security sources in
Tunis and the organisation's
United Nations Ambassador.
M. Nasser Al-Kidwa, blamed
the killings on Israel.

The PLO sources blamed
Israel and noted similarities
with the attack on April 18,
1988, that killed Wazir,
the Deputy Commander of the
PLO. Israell sources have ac-
knowledged their responsibil-
ity for Al- Wazir's death.
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The commiasion. scl up o
investigate the allegations of

curruption and abuse of

power ? ousted president
.M. rshad and his
associates has detected

irregularities in external
purchase of foodgrains,
aircraft, rescue boats and
sodium lghts. It also found
cvidence of gross abuse of
power in dealing in public
funds.

The commission which
began hearing and examining
the relevamt documents from
Jamuary 10, has summonecd
the officials of Ministry of
Food, Local Governments and
(‘voperatives, Dhaka City
Corporation and Bangladesh
Himan so far for investigating
linancial wregnbritbes  d

¥ PA(‘ES

PRICE TAKA 1

By Reazuddin Ahmed

corruption in different mind-
stries.

It has received over 100
cases of irregularities from
various ministries so far and
some of the ministries sought
more t(ime (o [urnish
information about irreg
ularties and abuse of power
by Ershad. his ministers
members of parllament and
high officlals. The comm

isston is learnt w have
allowed them seven day-
time to complete the

findings. It will now hear 1he
officials and examine th

doeuments 1w frame c harges
againsi the concerned peo

ple.

The commission has so far
reccived over 1000 comp!
ainis froom members

100 cases against Ershad
before Commission

public. About 100 M
are still pouring every tlnr
rom different parts of 1w
country against the forus
president and his assocksic ~
Complainis are comii.
against the district coune
arel upardle chainmean aso.
The interim goverfime
sel up the three memix
commission on December 22
o probe the cases of corrup
tion against Ershad and hr
former colleagnes. The oom
mission started recciving
complaints from December
24 The ministries were
ashed te furmish the
information by January 10
thut soeme of the ministrs ~
cotild not complete the wa b
ane! prayed for more time
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[Bcgum Khalcr.ln Aia spc*ak'ing at a mlly of retired soldicrs at Gulistan square yestarday . - S(ar pholo

Defeated forces out
to foil poll: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson DBegum
Khaleda Zia has wamed people
against possible violcnece by the
acomplices ol ousted president
Ershad during the February 27

Jaliya Sangsad (parliament)

¢lections.

She was addressing the
grand conference ol
‘Bangladesh Prakton Sainik

Sangsta’ (association of retired
soldicrs) at Gulistan square in
the city yesterday afternoon.

" "The dcfeated forces may
foil the cflort to held an im-
partial election by their fllcgal
arms, because they are alraid
ol the nationalist forces getting
clected to power,” Lthe BNP

See Page 10 Col. 1

APSU
programme
to press for trial
of Ershad's
associates

DU Correspondent

The All-Party Students
Unfty (APSU) has taken up a
serics of programmes for real
lzing their 10-point demand
including irial of the assocites
of the deposed president

See Page 10 Col.

.

Your

]

P

Lorona- &

easy operation system

Choose your favourte one from owr range of 20" colowr
(remote contral), 17 black & white, 14" colour and 14" biack

& white
Features .

8 Hgh powerad NoOOOr antenna
8 AC/DC operation (only n case of BW TV)

8 VCR operation faciity
Own a Corona- own a Westyle

Warranty
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