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 Booming business over

a battle for power

eryday are new slogans h

Jamaat-e-Islami,
Party and others are also not
lagging behind.

City bazars and footpaths
have become ideal places for
selling posters and calendars

of the political figures.
Portraits ol Shaheed president
Ziaur Rahman. and

Bangobandhu Sheikh Mujibar
Rahman, Begum Khaleda Zia
and Shiekh Hasina are in high
demand in the makeshift stalls
run mainly by teenagers.
Souvenirs and coatpins are also
on sale.

The printing presses in the
city are doing a booming busi-
ness as demand for posters
and calendars with profile of
the late and present politica
leaders is going up. -

A conservalive estimate
says, the ensuing election,
which has generated tremen-
dous enthusias among the
whole . would involve an
amount of Tk 300 crore to be
spent by the candidates and
political parties. Given the sit-
uation that a candidate will
have to spend Tk.10 lakh on
an average and the number of
candidates being around 3000
throughout the country. the
unprecedented cash flow will

bring about an inflationary
rend, said a political analyst.

In a revised announcement,
- government said the max-

s e ke

A vendor and his makeshift shop of portraits and posters in the city.

imum limit of expenditure for
a candidate is Tk.3 lakh in
place of Tk. one lakh previ-
ously. If a candidate is found to
spend more, he will have to

- & .

suffer penalty. It is not, how-
cver, clear as to how the issue
of excess expenditure will be
addressed by the agencies

concerned, .
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Some observer teams are
already in city to monitor the
clection which is being viewed
as vital 'to determine the [ate
ol the: country's destiny.’

Writ
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Barrister Sahadat who was
contacted through Home

Ministry by Ershad, teld The
Daily Star that he ealled on the
ex-president last Friday to
consult him about the criminal
cases brought st him. He
said he would nd Ershad

t the arms and misusc

power cases.

Kazi Sahadat said he had ad-
vised his client not to divulge
to any interrogating agency
anything relating to his de-
fence.

He said the and doc-
uments of Ershad were now
being scrutinized to file a writ
petition and defend him.

Meanwhile, the CID person-
nel also met Ershad Saturday
to interrogate him. But Ershad
refused to give any statement
to the CID personnel as per
directives of his lawyer. He
asked them to contact his

lawyer for any information they
required

The CID inte tors who
later met Kazi Sahadat asked
him how he got the case and
also wanted to know what pa-
pers Ershad had given him.
Kazi Sahadat did not divulge

l'&"—“'?

The lawyer further said,
Ershad had no intention of su-
ing Khaleda Zia, as reported in
a section ol newspapers.

He said another. civil suit
would be filed by another
lawyer soon claiming thc
property, seized from his
Cantonment residence.

According to CID sources, if
Ershad gives no information or
statement to the law-enforcing
agency, he might be taken on
police remand under Section
161 of the criminal proce-
dure. But it would require de-
cision of the t authori-
ties duc to political reasons,
the sources said,

MM College
closed

sine die

From A Correspondent

JESSORE, Jan 14: Govt
MM College has been closed
for an indefinite period follow-
ing a clash between two stu-
dent organisations today.
Boarders of hostel have been
asked to vacale the hostel
within 6 pm. The clash ensued
when the supporicrs of Chatra
League (H-A) rulled down
Chhatra Moitree (lag beside
the Chailra Leaguc welcome
dias erected for greetling Lhe
newly admitted sludents.
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Campaign starts
from Sylhet,
Tongipara
By Staff Correspondent

BNP chiel Begum Khalcda
Zia and Awami Leaguc chiel
Sheikh Hasina will begin their
glection campaigning on
January 16. -

Begum Zia will begin her
campaign [rom Sylhel after of-
fering fateha at the mazars ol
Hazrat Shah Jalal(R) and
lHazrat Shah Poran [R). Sheikh
Hasina will start her campaign
from Tongi

offer fatcha at her [ather,

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's
grave.
The late president Ziaur

Rahman started his election
campaigning from Sylhet after
offering fatcha at the mazars,

Dr. Kamal submits
for one seat

Awami Leaguce presidium
member Dr Kamal Hossain left
Dhaka for New York Sunday
night to attcnd a mecting of
the United Nations Centre for
Transnational Cooperation. He

is cxpected to return home
Jamuary 19.
Before lcaving Dhaka,

Kamal llossain fliled nomina-
tion from Dhaka-11, onc of

para where she will'

the two constitucncics for
which he was nominated by
Awami Leaguc, llc also got
party ticket lor contesting the
clection from Bakerganj-5, but
he did not submit nominations
for the seal.

Humayun ‘not
a JP nominee’

Mr. Humayun Rashced
Chowdhury, a former forcign
minister under the fallen gov-
ernment of ex-President
Ershad, on Monday dcscribed
as ‘bascless’ the publication of
his name in a scction of the
press as a nomince of Jatiya
Party for the coming clection.

In a statement, he said he
did not scck Jatiya Party's
nomination lo contest the
election.

Zaker Party to
solve problems

Zaker Party, il voted to
power, will make all out cflorts
{o resolve the basic problems
of the pcople, party’'s
Presidium Member Mostala
Amir Faisal said in Dhaka
Monday, reports BSS.

Mr Faisal told a gathering of
parly workers and supporicrs
at Charbhadrasan-Sadarpur
that Zaker Party would make
vigorous cfforts for national
unity through the removal of

cconomic, social and ecaltural.

Gulf crisis
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over the wceckend by UN
Scerctary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar. |

But Mr. Pcrez de Cucllar,
who met with Mr. Hussein and
Forcign Ministcr Tarcq Aziz,
acknowledged Monday in Paris
he had becn unable to per-
suade Mr. Hussein to pull out
of Kuwait in compliance with
Sccurity Council resolutions.

Asked if a new diplomatic
initialive were still possible
before January 15, afler which
US- led multinational forces in
the Gull have UN authorisation
to attack Irag, Mr. Perez de
Cuellar rcplied: "l don’t think
20."

PLO guerillas

PLO chicl Yasscr Aralat has
thousands of his

S. M. Ali
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guerillas in Lebanon to [light
with Irag against the US- led
multinational forece I war
breaks out in the Gull.

"We have received orders
from the lcader [Aralal) to be
rcady to fight on Iraq's side in
any war in the Gull,"
senfor Palestinian official told
Reuters. » ;

Palestinian sources said the

las were rcady Lo go o
Iraq if war broke out. They are
also on alert to [ace any Israeli
move into Lebanon.

A Palestinian lecader said to-
day that American intcrests
around the world would be at-
tacked il US-dominated multi-
national forees in the Gull
move against Iraq.

In Israel, Saddam's first
declared target in any war, the
Middle East's strongest army
was on fits highest statc of

alert.
US troops nervous

US soldiers said today they
were ready for war, but ner-
vous as heavy rains turned po-
tential desert battleficlds into
a guagmirc on the eve of a
deadline for Iraq to quit
Kuwait.

desparitics among regions and
those of the backward popula-

tion, a press release said.

At least 50 persons includ-
ing three policemen were in-
jurcd in clashes between the
supportcrs of BNP and Awami
League on Monday in Faridpur.
The clash spread to Jheeltuly,
Necltuly, Alipur and other
places. Tensc situation was
prevailing in the town.

Clash in Rajbari

In Rajbari, two rival groups
of BBNP supporiers clashed
over the filing of nomination
papers. A number ol support-
crs were injured in the clash.
Two of them were admitted to
the Rajbari hospital.

In Thakurgaon, all the 37
nominations were declared
valid.

In Manikganj, 52 nomina-
tions were filed from four con-
stituencics. All ol them were
found valid. _

Our Chandpur Corrcspon-
der t adds: Sevenly-two nomin-
ations for six constituencics at
Chandpur district were submi-
tted.

Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury, Maj Gen' Shamsul “Hugq
(JP), Khalequzzaman Bhuiyan
and Abdullah Sarkar (3SD) arc
the prominent candidates
[rom this district.

Absconding ex-MPs,
ministers

The absconding [ormer
ministers and the MPs of
Jatiya Party, who have filed
nominations, must ap be-
fore the rclurning rs if
their signatures are challenged
by the agents of any political
partics during scruliny.

According to the returning
olficer of Dhaka district, Mr.
M.. Nazrul Islam, il the nomi-
nation papers of the abscond-
ing pcrsons arc not challenged
, those will be treated valid.

If the concerned pcrson
fails to appcar hefore the re-
turning officer within the
stipulated time his nomination
paper may be treated can-
celled, said Mr. Islam.

According to JP sources its
acting chalirman Mizan
Chowdhury had already adviscd
his party collcagues, who arc
absconding to surrender o
the law enforcement
belore submission of nomina-

Llion papers.

According to the Election
Commission souree, the nomi-
nation papers of any candi-
dales may be challenged
within three days.
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JAMMU, Jan 14 :

army and paramilitary troops

hunted in Kiashmir's fronticr
regions for a group of Muslim
militants suspected of in-
volvement in
ambushes,

mhcm said today, reports

1"hc Jammu and Kashmir
sltatc administration also im-

Probe bddy
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Dhanmand! Thana has also
been sus ., the Press
Noie issued by the lHome
Ministry said.
uiry Commission
was with Mohammad
Hamidul Haq, District and
Scssions Judge of Comilla.

A MD hand out also said the
commission was asked to
submit recommendations
within ten days on the clashes
between Lhe lice and the
students of the Dhaka City
College and Lthe ldeal College
(Bolth near Science Laboratory)
that took on 13.

The Press Note sald “Some
unplcasant incidents took

place yesterday and today
dent near the Dhaka City
College on January 13. A dele-
gation of the All-Party Students
Unity met with the lHome
Sccretary to discuss the mat-
ters rclating to the overall sit-
uation. The delegation In-
cluded 1. Khairul Kabir
Khokan, 2. Asim Kumar Ukil,
3. Shali Ahmed, 4. Jahangir
Sattar Tinku, 5. Nasir ud Doza,
6. S. M. Kamal Hessain, 7.
Fazlul Huq Milan, 8. Abdus
Satiar Khan, 9. Susanta Misra,
10. Zaid Iqbal Khan, 11.
Moshrefa Mishu, 12. Bazlur
Rashid Ferof and 13. Mohsin
Sarkar

Student killed
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Bangla Motor and Farmgalc.
The college was closed indcfi-
nilcly.

E.b'a.riicr on the day the stu-
dents barricaded roads in the
colicge arca and cxploded
bombs. Policc chased them
into the campus, some stu-
dents hurled bombs from the
top of the college building.

The body of Mithu, son ol a
rctired Bangladesh Rifles, offi-
cer, Mobarakullah Khan, was
taken to the Dhaka University
campus and kcpt there from
noon with 3 pm, before being
scnt to DMCH for autopsy.

Of the estimated so injured
students Mamun and Mushiaq
Ahmed, second and fourth
year studenis respectively,
admitted to DMCH with bullet
injuries, Eighteen others werc
rclcased after treatment, and
10 others were given aid,
hospital sources said.

Munshi

Handwara and Kupwara,
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BAGHDAD, Jan 14

iragi President Saddam |lussein said
indian posed an indefinite curfew in | Monday his army was “determined and
the | aggression™ 48 hours before a UN deadiine

Indian towns closest to the | leave Kuwaft or face force. The

Pakistan bordcr, as troopers
began the search, he said.

The offlicial sald the goal
was 0 lind some “lwo dozen”
Muslim secessionists who
conductled raids and
iwmbushes iIn region.

scveral dead 'Inl:l'ud:u‘
Nve troopcrs over
the weckend,

Elite troopers from the
order Security Force hawe

joined the army In the opera-

tion, the said here
‘'n Kashmir's winter capital.

Al least cight dicd In
Kashmir on Su in violcnee

linked by authorities to the
Muslim militant campaign to
scceede from India.

JP nomination

From Page |

clash with rival political work-
cers near the oflice of the re-
turning officer. The injured
are Mukhlesur - Rahman
Chowdhury, Abdul Karim
Chowdhury, Shamsul Alam and
Akhtaruddin. .

A nomination paper of Shah
Moazzem llossain, former
deputy prime minister and
sccreiary general of JP, from
gonj-1 was accepled
whilc his another nomination
paper from Munshiganj-3 was
rejected.

The nomination of ex-min-
ister Col (retd) Zalar Imam of
JP from Feni-1 was rcjected
as its anuthenticily was chal-
lcnged.

lHowever, the nomination
papers of quilc a good number
of Jatiya Party leaders includ-
ing former vice-president
Moudud Ahmed and former
prime minister Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury and Kazi
Zalar Ahmed were found valid.

Nomination papers of

. Moudud Ahmed were [ound

valid in Noakhali-1 and
Noakhali-5 constituencies,
Kaxi Zafar qualificd Lo contest
[rom Comilla-12 as chal-
lengers could not produce
documenits against the validity

. of the nomination paper.

Acting chairman of JP
Mizan Chowdhury has quali-
fied to contcest [rom
Chandpur-4.

Other prominent JP lecad-
crs whose nomination papers
were found wvalid included:
former ministers Anwar
llossain Manju from Pirojpur-
2, Maj Gen [retd] Mahmudul
Ilasan [rom Tangail-5, Saycda
Razia Faycz [rom Salkhira-2,
Ziauddin Ahmed Bablu from
Chittagong-6, and [ormer
whip [rom T. I. M. Fazlc Rabbi
Chowdhury.

him as

saying that the United h_.h" hcading a coalition
mnulnrlu-m.-u-udhmmw-h
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the whole world, reports Reuter.

proicsis in the occupied lerritorics

Palcstine Liberation
uprising against

11

allics’ relations with the Kremlin. ° Allics

usc of viclence by the Sovict armed forces,” sakd a staternent

issucd by the 16
Organisation. They appealed

nations of the North Atlantic Treaty
o Moscow “to pursuc Lhe process

of peaceful reform and democratic change, reports AP

Aquino scraps cabinet rankings

MANILA, Jan 14 :
Monday abolished cabinet

Philippine President Corazon Aquine

for her senior advisers o

strcamline her presidential officc. On the recommendation of
her new Execulive Sccretary Oscar Orbos, she scrapped a
sysicm of Lhree execulive coordinators introduced just a ycar ago
to oversee and coordinale the work of government

rcports Reuter.

MOSCOW, Jan 14 : The Soviet Parliament

Finance Minister Valentin
nomination Sovict President
conlirmed

Paviov as Prime Minislcr.

clected
Y
Mikhail Gorbachcvy was

by 279 votes 1o 75 wilh 66 abstentions, journalists at

the Supreme Soviet reported, reports AFP.
Tribal rebels surrender

CIHITTAGONG, Jan 14: Three armed insurgenis surrcndered
to Khagrachari Regional Commandcr ol Bangladesh Securily
Foree Sunday, an oflicial source said, they alseo surrendered one
pistol and five ammunition, rcports [ISS.

40 killed in bus accident

DAPITAN (Philippincs), Jan 14: A

¢l and plunged

passcnger bus skidded off a

into a river in the southern Philippines, killing

40 pcople, officials said Monday. The bus was rounding a sharp
mountain bend outside Dapitan city, 700 km (436 miles)
southeast of Manila, on Sunday when it skidded off the road,
Dapitan Mayor Jamcs Adasa lold rcproters, In another soulthern
town, tcn people died when landslides buried a cluster of shanty
homes on Sunday evening, police said, reports Reuter.

Consensus on
national issues
urged

Sammilita Pecshajibi
Sangram Parishad (Combined

Profcssionals Action Council] .

yesterday called upon the po-
litical alliances to consider Lhe
proposal for lormation of a na-
tional rnment consisting
of the forces that had partici-
pated in the mass movement,
rcporis [3SS.
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deposed President THussain
Muhammad Ershad vowed to
challenge rejection of his nom-
ination papers and organisc
rallics and demonstrations lo
protest the decision.

Division-wise breakup

In Dhaka Division, 1169
candidates filed nominations
for 90 scats. Twelve were can-
celled.

in Chittagong, nomination
papcrs of 14 candidaics were
cancclled out of 998 for 78

sCals.
In Khulna, 18 nominatlions

were cancelled out of 760 for
60 scats. _—

In , nomination pa-
pers El'lj:! candidates out of
893 in 72 seals were can-
celled.

Some 111 political parties
including Awami League, BNP,
Jaitya Party, Jamaat, CPB, Five-
Party Alliance and hundreds of
independent candidates are in
the run in the country’s Sth
parliament  eleclion, being
held for the first tiime under a
carctaker government.

- Moulvi Bazar
Our Moulvi Bazar Cerres-

Nominations

pondent adds: Forly nomina-
tion papcrs among 41, were

deck valid Monday, undcr

the four constitucncies of
Moulvi Bazar dislrict. _
Former Finance Ministcr
and BNP lecader Saifur Rahman
submiltted his nomination from
Moulvi Bazar 3 and 4 con-
stitucnecies, while former
DUCSU VP Sultan Md. Monsur
Ahmed was contesting from
Moulvi Bazar-2 in AL tickel.
Jatiya Party MPs filcd nom-
ination papers from all seats.

Kushtia

Our Kushtia Correspondent
reports: A lotal of 60 candi
dates have fliled nominations
for four constiluencies in
Kushtia district. Jatiya Party
and JSD (Rab) candidates
submitted nominations f(rom
this district also.

Jhenidah

Our Jhenidah Correspon-
denl reports: Only ene nomi-
nation paper submiticd by JSD
Rab lcader ex-MP Golam
Mustafa has becn caneclled in
serutiny oul of 49 al lour
constituencies of Jhenidah
district. The nomination paper
of Colam Mustala has been

declared invalid because of
non-expiry of his conviction
tcrm on a murder casc,
Returning Officer source said.

Khulna

In Khulna oul of 88 nomi-
nalions onc was cancelled. One
Sardar |lafirur Rahman did not
sign his nominalion paper.

Feni

In Feni, 7 nomination pa-
pers were cancelled due o
various reasons. Former
Minister of JP Zalar iImam was
nol present on the day of filing
nomination. He had enc repre-
senlative, but the represenia-
tive did not varily Mr Imam’'s

signaturc.
Hogra

According le our Dogra
Corrcspondent: 73 candidales
filed nominations [rom 7 con-
stitucncies of the district. BDNP
chairperson Begum Khalcda
e
Gabtali upazila, Lhe
of her husband late President
Ziaur Rahman. '

Jamaat meet
A meeting of the Centrul

Excculive Commitiee of
Jamaal-e-Islami

will begin in Dh on
Thursday at 9 am., reporis
UNB.

|

Jail amnesty
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years.

The prisoncrs whose prison
term is two or less till
Deeember 6 will be relcased.

The whosc agc is
below 16 years till December 6
last will be relcased.

prisoners whose age Is
60 or more and are as
crippled and disabled by the
commitiee comprising of
Deputy Commissioner, Civil
Surgcon, DIG (Prison) and
District Jail Superintendent
will be rcleased.

This amnesly and s
rcmission will be applicable to
thosc prisoncrs who appealed
to the higher court challenging
their conviction.

The former armymen con-
victed under army
act/regulation will notl come
under these amnesty and spe-
cial remission.

The official said that the

government decided o grant
the gencral amnesty to the
prisoncrs to resolve the crisis
arising oul of the ﬂ reform
sinec 29 year.

Almost of the country’s
ncarly 40,000 prisoners will
comc¢ under the amnesty and
special remission.

The prisoners of Dhaka.
Chittagong and Feni jails dur-
ing the rcvolt demanded im-
mediate wicasc of all the In-
mates. Eight prisoncrs were
killed in Dhaka, Chillagong
and Jessore in jall revolt.

Moanwhile, the situation in
NhHaka Central Jafl renined a
littlc tense as the prisoncrs
refused to receive 70 maunds
of yoghurts and swecimcals
linrmin&eil as substandard.
They manded Lhese Yyo-
ghurts and swecimeals lo
calcbrale their victory.

Some of Lthe agitated

"oncrs remained. out of

lock-up on as'r
Imrhu: Il'lﬂmw “ﬁw
and cclls were conlinuing.

Shahabuddin
From Page 1 -

conscquences of such a war
would be colossal, the Acting
President sadd.

lle referred o many a fra-
ternal ties that bind

[an
the war averted atl all cost,

I'resident was con A.Iu:’n
‘orcign Sccrclary
to Iraqi ambassader In




