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reports AP,
Minister Gianmi De Michelts talked by

Saturday with Arafat and on Sunday reccived the PLO's
permanent delegate o ltaly, Nemer Hammad, for talks which
allowed for "a further, decper exchange of views on what ean
still be done In the attempt to save peace in the Gull"

N resolutions,” the talian news agency ANSA quoted
De Michelis as saying. Such a deeision would * be in
the intcrest of the Palestinians themselves,” De Its

said.
UK expels 28 Iraqi diplomats:

Britain has ordered 28 Iragi diplomats to leave within 48
hours. the loreign office announced in London Sunday.
AFP.

Diplomatic relations are being maintained and four Iraqgi
ts will be allowed (o stay, it said .
raqi ambassador o Lendon was called in carly Sunday
and notified of the deciston, a foreign office spokesman said.

The foreign office l?!l:l the ;:upulnitmn had been decided as
a precantion in view ol iraqi threats to western interests.

On January 3. Lnn-d:?t? announced the expulsion of 76
Iragis including seven diplomats for security reasons
following threats by Baghdad to attack western interests
worldwide in the event of conllict in the Gull.

The diplomats were given 24 hours to lcave and the 68
others were given until Jahuary 10 o leave.

US, allies ready for war: mec uniec
States and its allies ranged against lragq in the Gulf are
prepared for war after January 15. U S Secretary of Statc
James Baker said in Alconbury Sunday. reporis Reuter.

"The international coalition is well prepared politically,
cconomically and militarily for any cventuality as we move
towards midnight January 15." Baker told reporters on his
aircraft flying from Turkey to Britain.

The United Nations has authorised war to drive Iraq froin
Kuwait after midnight on January 15 New York Time (0500
GMT January 16). .

A senior official on the aircrafl said all Washington's allies
with ground ferces in the Gull. with the possible exception of
Syria. had indicated they would join an atiack on lraq.

Baker meets Turkish officials: s

Scerctary of State James A. Baker:Hll mct Sunday with
officials in strategic NATO country Ankara and safd to have
discussed the use of an air base near the Iragl border in case
of a Gull war.

Shortly before Baker's 17:25 (15:25 GMT) departure for
London. the U S ambassador to Turkey. Morton Abramowitz,
read a stalement o reporters saying thal the talks had been
“fruithul ™ He said Baker and Ozal had discussed a US milttary
assistance programme for Turkey. but he gave no details.

8 Lthe officials met, tens of thousands of anti<war
esters gathered in Istanbul at a rally organtsed by the

No disturbances or arrests

political opposition. ere
reporied
Baker, on a whirlwind tour of eountries in the

multinational coalition epposing Irag. arrived Sunday
allcrnoon from the seuthern city of Adana; where his plane
had been diverted Saturday night due 1 fog

Iraqis won’t cross into Jordan:

Iragi troops will not cross into Jordan unless the kingdom
requests military support from Baghdad in the evenl of
hostilities by lsrael, Prime Minister Moudar Badran said in a
report published in Amman Saturday, reports AFP, '

“Iraq will not cross the Jordanian border unless there i an
official Jordanian request and only for the purpose of
defending the kingdom.” MR, Badran said in an interview
published jointly in Amman by the local press and the
Christian science montior.

Iraq asked to free prisoners: .
Tehran news r called Sunday on Baghdad to relcase some
2,000 jailed Irantans and Iraqis of lranian origin, the Islamic
Republic News Agency from Cyprus reported. reports AP.

The agency, monitored in Nicosia, quoted the Farsi-
language Jomhuri Islami as saving the prisoners. some of
whom were Muslim theologians, were held on "bascless
charges.”

The dally said, "the prisoncrs are gencrally those whose
familics have been de from Iraq and no information has
since been available on their whercabouts,” IRNA reported.

The prisoners apparently were people who had
sympathized with Iran’s Islamic revolution in the 1980-88
war between the two countries.

Iran has also called on Baghdad to release thousands of
yrisopners of war still held in Iraq despite a peace accord

tween the two eountries.

ddam urged to earn honour :

Pope John Paul 1l on Sunday urged Irag to earn itscll a

of honour in history by making a "gesture of peace” w ::
humanity the tragedy of new war. reports AP. ¢

In an unusually blunt appeal. he also sscd for
international eonference to discuss all Mideast problems.
pope did not speeify what Iraq should do. It was the first

since Traq's Aug 2 invasion of Kuwait that the pope appealed B

1 Baghdad by name.

He made the appeal during his regular Sunday noon |

appearance in Vatican City from the window of his private
studio overlooking St. Peler's Square.

About 30,000 people listgned to his sermon, which the
H’aticanhalltﬂmuldhcnmmmpwhrwqﬁ
in the Gull, : ;

“In Eluu:nl conditions, a war wouldn't solve the problems,
it would only aggravate them,” the pope said. "The solution
can be found in generous proposals for peace, by both sides.”

Vietnam's war hero in Intiia -

Vietnamese War hero and Vice Premier General Vo Nguyen
Giap is in India on a goodwill visit and to atiend ceremonies
marking the 100th anniversary of the birth of Ho Chi Minh.
the Nhan Dan newspaper in Hanoi said Saturday, reports AFY’.
Gen. Giap left Hanol Friday for New Delhi on a friendship
visit and was to attend ceremonics in the cast Indian city of
Caleutta marking the anniversary. the newspaper said.

Ho Chi Minh, founding father of modern Vietnam was born
on May 19. 1890. But the newspaper gave no reason [or Lthe
delay in the cclebrations, nor did it specily when they would
be held.

No other details were given of Gen. Glap's visil o India.

Iliescu in Pakistan: . 21-gun sahite
boomed Pakistgn's welecome Sunday in Islamabad to Romantan
President lon lleseu, whose troubled Nattonal Salvation Fromi
is struggling to retain power in the face of widespread
protests at home, reports AP.

IHescu is in Pakistan for less than 24 hours enroute o
China. He will hold a scries of mectings with Pakistan's
Prestdent Ghulam Ishaq Khan and Prime Minister Nawoaz
Shewil,

Pires concedes defeat: rrnc musr
Pedro Pires conceded: defeat carly Monday in the first
pluralist elections in Portuguese-speaking Africa. ending 16
years of single party rule in the Atlantic archipelago nation,
reports AP.

Offictal results in Sunday's cleetions for the 79-seat
parliament were expected later Monday.
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Only God knows : Perez

Gulf war today or
ust another day ?
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SOMEWHERE IN SAUDI ARABIA : The US marines a

during
military installations
IN EASTERN (Saudi Ara-
bia). Jan 14 : At an air basc ca-
pable of delivering one million
E:undn (453,000 kilograms) of
mbs a day against [raqis.
Staff Sgt. Barney Strock views
Januvary 15 as the tick. tick.
‘tick of a countdewn leading 10
a blastoll, reports AP,

"We can't wait for it to get
here. The [aster we get our job
done, the faster we go home.”
said Strock, crew chiefl for an
F-15E fighter pilot. "I'd be-real
disappeinted to be stuck om

here for am#r T 8ix ths*
Jannary IS has beci

a date
circled in red ever since

November 29. when the U.N.
Sceurity Council passed Reso-
lullon.. 878, "telling Iraq to
withdraw’ or face possible mili-
tary actton. So far, Iraq has
shown no sign of withdrawing.

For those involved in Opera.

!
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tion Desert Shicld, the date -

a drill under way as part of high preparedness for a possi

has been the focus of concen-
trabion, the way a sprinter tocs
the starting blocks anticipauing
the starter's gun.

Havihg a focus makes it
casier o cndure the daytime
sun, the nighttime chill. the
ubiquitous flies, the scorpions.
the descrt desolation and the
wanting that has forever been
the soldier's lot. For some,
Lthere's nothing spetial aboul
January 15,

*The 15th's just another
day.” said Col. David Eberly,
deputy commander of the 4th
Tactical Fighter Wing. which
has five fighter squadrons
bascd in central Saudi Arabia.

From the troops in the
front-line fighting holes to the
highest generals in the high-
tcch war rooms. the kick-ofl
date dominates thinking.

“I'm looking forward 1o that

/

djusting

day. Sitdng ou! here waiting
cveryday is boring. Some-
thing's going to happen and 1'd
like to know what." said Lance
Cpl. Tyler Hanby, as he dug a
machine gun bunker in the
northemn desert.

And Gen. H. Norman
Schwarzkopl. commander ol
the 430.000-strong Operation
Desert Shield foree, said @ "l
don't plan te be here in an-
other five months. We all want
to get this damn thing over
with."

A report from Paris adds :
U.N. Secretary General Javier
Perez de

Cuellar arrtved in Paris early,
Monday for talks with Presi-
dent Francois Mitterrand alfiter
more than three hours of dis-
cussions with Iragl leaders on
averting a Gull war.

Before leaving Haghdad, the
U.N. chief said of the prospoct

th;a elevation on a Hawk mti-nire“hﬂl‘niuih
ble Gulf war. The missiles are aimed at Iragi

— AFP/UNB photo
ol war,”l! s a question, il
believe in God, only Geod

knows.” De Cuellar arrived by
privaic plane at 2:20 a.m.
(0120 GMT) at Le Bourget Afr-
port north of Paris.

In Baghdad. De Cucllar met
with Presudent Saddam Hus-
sein for 3-1/2 hours Sunday
and then told reporters it was
impossible to say if there
wotlld be war in the Guif.

"Well as you know it is a
question almost impossible to
answer in any language, even
in my spanish language.” the
UN chief said. "It 18 a question.
if you believe in God. only God
knows. Il you don't believe in
God, whe knows.”

Speaking in English, De
Cuellar said. 1 have said
that | am neither optimistic a1
pessimistic but always hope b
I conld not have been secret..
genergl i | was not hopelul.”
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Summit with Gorbachev depends on Eﬂ ions : US

Lithuanian govt in exile
being set up in Poland

WARSAW, Jan 14 : Lithu-
ania's Foreign Ministcr said on
Sunday he would form a
government in exile if the
clected administration in Vil-
nius was overthrown. reports
agencics.

"Il the government and
Parllament of Lithuania for
these or other reasons can not
function, | am obliged by the

Jdthuanian Parliament's vote
yesterday at eight in the

morning to build a govétnment
in exile, " Féreign Minister Al-
girdas said Be held talks with
Deputy Fo Minister Jerzy

Makarczyk, but refused to
etomment the polish reac-
tion to apossibility of a Lithua-

T

=

lan government in exile being
bip in Warsaw,

e official Pap news
agency sald the Polish Cabinct
wottld meet late in the evening
to discuss ifs position on the

~ewents in Vilntas while the In

terior Ministry said it would
grant Lithmanians flecing to
Poland the status of war

. refngees.

A Foreign Ministry sources
said officials were concerncd
by the prospect of a L. thuanian
government being established
in Warsaw. ,

Poland supports Lithuania's
independence drive and has
had semi-official contacts with
its leaders but, eareful to avoid
damaging relations with
Moscow, ft never‘ formally
recognised the republic's dec-
laration of independence lasi
March.

A Lithuanian source in War-
saw said a possible site for the
government in exile could also
be the Vatican city were a Vil-
nins cvoy is offieially accred-
e,

n sive Gorbachev

E;audargas insisted the
Baltic republic's government
and Parliament were still
functioning, even after the So-
viet army declared a curfew in
the cities of Vilnis and Kaunas
and moved to install a new
pro-Moscow government {n
the republic.

- White House chiefl of Stall
Jchn Sununu on Sunday in
New York said whether or not
President George Bush attends
a planned summit in February
with Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev could depend on

Soviet actions in Lithuania.
‘It depends what happens

- dn the:next few hours, the next

few days.” Sununu teld Leslic
Stahl on CBS telévision's “Face
-the Nation.”

Soviet "actions could cost
the Soviet Union the support
of Western Europe and the
Uffited States,” he added.

He said the United States
hadd not yet had time to analyzc
[ast-moving events in Lithua-
nia,

., VILNIUS (Lithuania) --- A demonstrator runs in front of a Soviet tank as the Soviet
trdops take control of the Lithuanian radio and television installations Sunday. At

least 13 people were killed and 145 others injured in the assault

A long
wait for
Perez

BAGHDAD. Jan 14 : For UN
Sccretary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar, it was a
long wait Sunday to talk
about peace with Saddam
Hussein, reports AP,

The 71-ycar-old Peruvian sat
next to an ornate phone in a
governmeft guest house for
6 hours, 15 minutes before
being called by the Iragi
president.

Me:anwhile. Saddam met with a
Japanese delegation and
Iraqi officials.

Lunch time came at | p.m. and
passed . Perez de Cuecllar
had lunch in the dining
room of the guest house in
the Iraqi capital.

Tea time came at 4 p.m and

officials . immaculately
ressed in three-picce
black suits, Perez de Cueller
that their president would
sce him the moment he
finished a “preparatory
meeting.”

Perez de Cuellar, with 50 years
of diplomatic experi-
ance,waited and waited pa-

tiently.

Sunday began with coniusion.

Ira

An Iraql officials who answered
the telephones at the guesi
house, where Perez do
Cuellar was staying said the
UN chiel had left for "Qasr,”
Arabic for "palace”, but alsv
the term for the homes of
all dignitaries in Iraq.

Perez de Cuellar had gone io
meel Palestine Liberation
Organization Chairman
Yassir Aralat, not Saddam.

Chicf UN spokesman Francols
Giultani said Perez de Cue-
llar met former Nicaraguan
leader Daniel Ortega and
Aralat on Sunday mormning
Then he began his wait for 4
call from Saddam.

The ecategoric word on his
meeting came around 5
pm.. when spokesman
Giluliant sald that a meeling
has been scheduled for 6. 15

p.m
The meeting lasted for three
and a hours. Afterward,

Perez de Cuellar said he was
unsure if there would be

WAl Of peace

- AFP/UNB photo Now. the world waits
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Half a billion people
to vanish in smoke

NEW DELH! Tobhaeeo will Mﬂtﬂ.‘h‘ kil abowt
billion of all people alive of current woridwide smoking

i

pat
terns persist. according o a paper circulated at the Workd
Cardinlogy Congress underway herve. reporta PTL
Without large reductions in carly smoking uptake
smoking persisitence. wobacco related mortality will rise from
the three milllon deaths n 1990 10 some 10 million deaths
annually during the second guarter of the nest century.

mortality
*  These projections are based on currently available smolk-

ing and mortality patierns amnd demographic trends

Only for a coat

NEW YORK : A New York tenager. who was shot and killed
nmen who wanted his leather jacket has become the
person killed by a coat thiel in just over a8 month in a

city where a fancy coat can be a deadly target. reporis

Reuter.

Police said Quran Horton. 16. was shot once in the chest
on Thursday night for his "Eight-ball” jacket, a popular
leather coat with a white collar and the number eight in a ball
emblazoned on the back.

He was dead at an area hospilal. |

Horton was the I5th person shot by coat thicves since
December 2 and the sixth o die. police said

On Wednesday. another 16 year old from the Brooklyn
neighbourhood was wounded by thieves who were afler his
down jacket. Police said Lhe youth gave the robber his coal
but was shot in the hand as the gunmen fled

Police have made no arresis in cither case

Lollipops in trouble

ANCHORAGE (Alaska) : The state has gone souwr on an en-
treprencur’'s new confection- the wally Pop. named for Gov.
Walter J. Hickel. reports AP

Chris Main was told o stop making the novelty lollipops
because the packaging. including the state seal. an Alaska
map and the words "Official Aalaskan Wally Pop.” violated
state law, officials ruled.

Using the state seal for any advertising or commercial
purpose wihout permission is a misdemeanor punishable by
up to six months in prison and a 500- dollar fine. Fisher said.

Main said he thought the secal was in the public domain.
He has just a handful left the 2.000 Wally Pops he made for 9
cents each. Most sold for a quarier but Main expects the
price to jump drastically when unealen Wally Pops become
collectors’ items. '

They find virtues
in suicide !

MELBOURNE (Australia) : Young Australian men are killing
themesives at an alarming rate, the Victorian opposition sad |
calling for a government inquiry, reports AFP,

Phil Gude, the Liberal Youth Aflairs spokcesman from Use
southeastern state, said Bureau of Statistics figures showed
the suicide rate for young men had almost doubled in the past .
decade.

Mr. Gude claimed Australia now had her second
suicide rate for young males in the world, behind Finland.

For Australia. the Bureau’s figures showed that the suicide
rate for young men had jumped from 10.6 per 100,000 to 28
between 1968 and 1988, [n 1988, 388 young Australian meny
and 60 women killed themsclves, he said, demanding imme-
diate research into numbers and causes of suicide.

PARIS --- A man, over his hips in water, hands over
groceries to another in the streets of Wareq, a suburb of
Charleville, which the river Meuse has flooded with ’
over one metre fifty of water -

AFP/UNB pheto

Today in History |

I3 The Congoe s President
Moise Tshombe IJ:(:IE'L‘
United Nations plan for
wecession of Kalanga. g

1986 - Communist Party chiel
Mikhail S. Gorbachev an--
nounces Lhal wl.. U-hdh
is roposin n r
r‘hicfin,lpullu %.nrl:h of mu-
clear weapons within 16

Cday s Tuesday, Janurary 15
the 15th day of 1991
Ihere arc 350 days Iclt in
the year. reports UNI3.

Highlights in history on this
date:

1535 King Henry VII
assumes title ol "Supreme
Head of the Church™ in

England. ycars. "
- |9HH Soviel Union oilers

582 - Peach of Jam-Zapolski .
| zb-tl'ﬂl:t n Russia and Ff'l'.-lpﬂl-ll which it calls

prerequilsile o agreciment
for culting intercontinen:

tal nuclcar forces by B0
percent.

1989 - Riot police in Prague,
Crechoslovakia, use waler
cannpon and w dis-
perse at least 2,000 peo-
ple who defy a ban on an
independent rally.

Poland in singned. with
Pope Oregory Xlil mediat -
ing. by which Hussia loscs
access 1o the Baltie.

1649 - French courl leaves
Paris at outbreak of
Frunde Hebellion

IB77  Ausiria agrees Lo remain
neutral tn event of Russo-

Turkish War 19900 - PBulgarian

1910 - French Congo is reor abolishes Communist
ganizerd as Prench Fepitin Party’'s monopely on
rigfl Alirica ey in thal cour



