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Crisis in Lithuania

President Mikhail Gerbachev Is caught in a "no

win” situation in Lithuania which many, inside and
outside the Soviet Union, would think is, atleast
partly, his own creation. This Baltic state, one of the
three which were by Joseph Stalin before
the Second World War and whose annexation by
Mostow has never been accepted by the United
States, has been agitating first [or self-government
and then for total freedom since early last year.
Finally, the state parliament made a proclamation of
independence in March, a move which was
eventually followed by a series of abortive talks
between the Baltic leadership and Kremlin,

Looking back, one cannot say that the whole
international community jumped at the prospect ol
secession of Lituania -- and for that matter, of all
three Baltic states -- from the Soviet Union. True,
most were -- and, indeed, still are -- in
favour Lithuania exercising its right of sell-
determination. However, there was internationa]
‘concern, especially in Washington, that this was no
‘time to present Mr Gorbachev with a new crisis,
‘when he was already faced with a growing internal
.opposition, outburst ol nationalist sentiments in
‘several other republics and ecomomic hardship,
‘caused by shortages in major Soviet cilies.

'. chewcruhl-tmrmmucmd ofl by the
Lithuanian state government, Kremlin did nol help
‘matters by taking a tough line when it imposed a
‘severe economic o againsl the "rebel" state.
‘However, underneath this seemingly tough
‘measure, President Gorbachev still appeared to be

; a moderate position, rejecting the call

hardliners for the use of force.

The current crisis appears to stem [rom a change
the position of Mr Gorbachev. For all practical
mu. the Soviet leader has abandoned the
: of moderation and taken up arms, as il were,
: key buildings in Lithuania,
:cluilz injuries to several people, while Mr
. warned the separatist republic to "bow"
.to Moscow's authority.

. The reaction to the use of force by Moscow
Aagainst the Baltic state has provoked
understandable reaction from European powers and
the United States. They have called upon Mr
Gorbachev to desist from [urther use of force and
relurn to the negotiating table to work out the
constitutional [uture of Lithuania. Some Western
nations have also threatened to cut off the promised
financial assistarice to Moscow il Kremlin did not
send its troops back to barracks. It is only the Pope
John Paul Il who has urged Lithuania “to be patient"
in pressing its demand for independence.

- It 18 indeed this advice from the Vatican that
probably provides one way out of the crisis.
However, patience from Lithuania alene will not
help. Kremlin too must make appropriate gesture to
encourage the Baltic state to move towards some
kind of accommodation with the Soviet leadership.
For both sides, too much is at stake. With the Sovietl
Union facing a winter of discontent, a winter of food
sh and economic hardship, it is hardly the
time for Kremlin even to think of a military
adventure against one of its republics. Again, any
further deterioration--political or economic--inside
the Soviet Union will not help any republic, not
even Lithuania, however much it might like to break
away with Moscow.

‘in

Films from Japan

We welcome the Japanese Film Festival now
being held in the city. We do so, not only because it
will provide our [ilm lovers a chance (o see the
works ol Japanese [ilm giants, such as Kurosawa.
Ozu Yasujiro and others, but also because il will give
us a chance to know a Japan which is a bil different
from a country known for its Toyotas, Sonys and the
like. Given the quality of the f[ilms being shown at
the festival, it will give our audience a glimpse ol
the cultural, artistic and aesthetic Japan that
captured the imagination of the world much earlier
than her economic might captured its markets. It is
our hope that this festival will deepen our
understanding ef the Japanese people.

elore the News every
B night, with the camicra
trained on Lhe National
Monument al Savar,
Ban Television plays a
lovely, haunting song in mem-
ory of those who gave their
lives for the Liberation of
1971. It begins “throw open all
the windows wide™. llas this
latest populist uprising prised
open Lhe casements in an
overheated, overemotional
country which is desperately
unsure and des t at the
same time? not, be-
cause a rock-hard weight of
cynicism and fatalism scems to
weight down most pelitically
conscious Bangladeshis, -
ticularly those older. They m
locked Into their memeorics,
complete with chapter and
verse, every detail of
Dangladesh's slide down a
bloody, slippcry road, tram-
pling an mangling her
Constitution the while . Not
the least example was the
in which Genecral Ershad fi-
nally seized supreme power.

His going is a uting out of
"Now it's quits”.
“In the life of a nation

twenty years is no more than

an eyeblink”, said
esh's most distin-
Fﬁphywﬂ‘ht. He had full
th, he said, in the young,

especially in those born around
or after 197]. the
young men and women who
came round alter dark, disre-
garding the curfew, with
hotru“b-nm ﬁﬁ: mﬂﬁ
-

determined.

The remarkable thing is
that some magic must be
working somewhere because
the upsurge which has just

about the change was
not at all centrally directed.
People calambered on to the
rallies and demonstrations on

their own, undeterred by
lathis, or bullets from
the police, the sh

Rifles or the Army. In the iso-

of the Ershad regime
sccmed a Mluke because the
experienced never ned
that, with the clout

termination. So ps there
is in Shamsul
Huq's (my playwright [riend)

belicl in the young.

The other romantie notion
of people centres on elec-
tions, 1if they would be “free
and fair". This amounits to al-
mesl an obsession and Lhe
Indian experience of govern-

ment  being shooed out by
voters is mentioned all the
time without, | am alraid,

how merccnary, vio-
lent castedirectied Indian
elections can be today. For
Bangladesh's and their
leaders the election of the
ruling junta and elections have
been the driving with
policies laking a back seal. An
ecconomist fricnd reccntly ran
a high-level seminar on poli-
cies, inviting all the political
partics o send represcntatives
to spell out their parties”
views. Ershad’'s Jaliya Party
and the BNP refused; the
Awami League spokesperson
spouted vague and poricntous
generalities. Whenever prod-
ded about what her policies
would be Sheikh Hasina's in-
variable reply has been, "First

realis

An Indian View

Bangladesh : Peace or Truce ?

by Chanchal Sarkar
STAR Guest Columnist
let's get in, let them leave”, cenire for medical attention is
What, then are the hard, Banghkok no India. But
knobbly things Ilike, the education or atiention
. Education and pos- abroad can be only for a very
sible Communal Turbulence? few

With the unstoppable rise in
the prices of essentials, the
siphoning off the benecfits and
perquisites of foreign aid and
the consequent stagflation the
economy is in very poor
shape wilh its soft underbelly
totally exposed to aid-giving
powers like Japan, Britain and
the United States. It was put
about in foreign broadcasts
during the upsurge that these
powers had made slrong
diplomalic represcniations to
General Ershad about restior-

ing civil and democraiic
rights and about opening
talks with the Opposition in

pain of choking off aid. Other
ciplomatic sourcces in Dhaka,
however, decalared Lhesc re-
ports as cooked up and imagi-
nary because, according teo
them, these countries needed
Bangladcsh as a clienl state
cven more than Bangladesh
necded them.

With constant closures,
wilh examination schecdules
blown skyhigh and the univer-
sities turned into mined bat-
tichield, Education in
Bangladcsh is in shambles.
Those who can afford it are
anxious to send their children
abroad. There are fi Lt en-
quirics about India but the
preferred educational haven

for the wealthy Dangladeshi is
the West just as the desired

Dangladesh can be reason-
ably satisfied about fis com-
munal relationships. From
Sheikh Mujecb's time  [lindus
and Muslims have lived with-
out the riots that used to mar
the country earlicr. This
communal tolerance is very
noliceable in the educated and
upper classes and is said o
prevail also in the rural areas,
Communalism for economle
ends is, however, thrustful and
the pressure is  still on in the
villages. Until now the famous
llindu temples and arcas In
Chittagong and Dhaka (lthke
Kaibalyadham and
Dhakeshwari) had never been
violaled. This time,it is al-
lcged, L was a ation
cheoreo hed by General
Ershad’s as a di-
version with two of his minis-
ticrs laking the organisational
role. General Ershad then
dramatically rushed in to offer
reliel and solace. Aller the in-
cidents a good number of fami-
les, those who could aflord
the shif,have lel Bangladesh
and Illindus today sleep
uncasily with their eycs and

ears cocked lowards Ayodhya.

Communalism could be

said to be once face of a search
for a national identity, some

other signs being the conlend-
ing of the slogans "Joy Dangla’
and "Bangladesh Zindabad",

arrogance and feudal overlord-
ship--meaning the lindus in
undivided Dengal. The recom-
mendations, to me , secmed
liberal. On enquiry | learnt that
if the report had been with-

drawn it was probably because

pcople in the world of culture

were nol disposed 1o listen to
offictal recommendations

Bangladesh presents not as
hclly a presence in India as

India does in Bangladesh. [hut
india seems far less inter-
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* army barracks just out-

side Kabul is the last place

one expects to see pacifism

encou . Yet, right in the

middle of the barracks stands

a huge mural depicting an

Afghan woman holding her in-

jured daughter against a back-
ground of rocket explosions.

With the e of "We've
had enough of war". it is an-
other sign of a sophisticated
campaign by the government
to win the hearts and minds of
the war-weary population.

But in the Pakistani border
city of Peshawar this sophisti-
cation is lacking among the
leaders of the mujahedin who
have been discussing a plan to
launch a full-scale attack on
Kabul

The plan envisages an at-
tack by a mujahedin force of
nearly 100,000 men. This
would be preceded by a pro-
longed rocket barrage aimed at
the capital's military bases. In
practice. this means that
rockets would indiscriminately
rain down on the city's two
million inhabitants.

The plan would also rely on
a fifth column in the form of a
military coup or a popular
uprising against the regime in
favour of the advancing muja-
hedin forces.

It is perhaps yet another
sign of the deep divisions and
resentments among the muja-
hedin ‘leadership that some of
them believe the plan has been
drawn up by the Pakistan

In. reality, the plan is the

- brainchild of Golbuddin Hek-

matyar, the hardline leader of
the Hizbi Islami. Hekmatyar
has made it clear that the he is
determined to go ahead wilh
the plan, with or without the
backing of other mujahedin
leaders.

Luckily for the people of
Kabul, the more moderate
leaders of the mujahedin are

posed to the plan. They ar-
gue that it has to wait until the
spring . when the milder

weather would allow the civil--

ian population of Kabul 10 take
refuge ontside the city.

Kabul Talks Democracy, But the
Mujahedin Fight On

by Kasra Naji

The

government of President N waging
ruling party has renamed itself, included non-party

is

to broaden its support.
members in the government and is

The

to these changes and are talking about their next offensive.

In the first meeting of all
the different factions of the
mujahedin for more than a
year, the moderates also op-
posced the plan because they
could not agree en who would
take over in the event of the

Afghanistan

USSR

fall of the Kabul rnmen!
The episode bears all ihe
hallmarks of an exile mental-
ity. for the mujahedin leaders
scem detached from the mood
in Kabul. The plan ignores

whait the government in Kabul

has been doing- not without
some success - to change ils
image and policies so' as (o
breaden its support.

Says Farid Mazdak, the
young and up-and-coming
Vice-President of the ruling
Waian (Homcland) Party: "I say
calcgorically that we cannol
govern Alghanistan alone. We
need the co-operation of our
brothers in Peshawar.”

Taking its cue from the de-
velopments in Eastern Europe,
the party changed its name
from the People's Democratic
Party and shunned its Marxist
past in July. It changed is
programme and lald new em-
phasis on Islam as the guiding
light.

"The party sirnggles for the
consolidation of 1he system of
democracy based on a muhi-
party sysiem,” said the new
programme of the party.

Soon aflerwards non-party
politicians were breught into
the government, including the
widely-respected Fazlehagq
Khaleqvar who became Prime
Minister.

The Press, though still gov-
ernment-controlled, has been
showing more courage in set-
ting the agenda for debate in
the country.

Although many of the
changes remain largely cos-
metic, there is no mistaking
the direction the party has
chosen under the chairman-

Few opportunities for empha-
sising the need for natisnal
reconciliation are missed.

The liberal oppoesition, with
its close links to the former
Aljghan King. Zahir Shah. is
tolerated and active in Kabul.
The National Salvation Asso-
ciation, led by Prolessor Mo-
hamed Asghar. is busy testing
the limits of the new glasnost
in Kabul.

Government officials en-
courage rumours of secret
contacts with the mujahedin
leaders with the aim of bring-
ing them round to the gov-
ernment plan for transition to
democratic elections.

Direct negotiations with the
mujahedin leaders are the
cenire-piece of the govern-
meni plan for a negotiated

seitlement. Predictably. the
E.ﬂn has been cted oul of
and by the mu n.

At the same time, the army.
which is still heavily supplied
by the Soviet Unfon and pam-
pered by the government. has
had some successes in driving
back mu in forces from
around the capital. The gov-
ernment has also been reaping

ropaganda from the muja-
in rocket atiacks againsi
the capital's residential areas.

Th:h.chqnpl the govern-
ment has been introducing are
broadly in line with the preva
lent international atmospher
ol the post-Caold War era. s

sides of the war, the two su-
pcrpowers have been search-
ing for a political solutfon 1o
the problem. and are now re-
ported to be close to an
agreement to cut oflf arms sup-
plies 1o both sides.

What has prevented an
agreement so far is the differ-
ences over Lhe s¢ role of
Dr. Najibullah during a transi-
Honal period in the run-up to
clections.

While the US negotiators
have been demanding his res-
ignation, the Soviets have been
pointing to the Nicaraguan ex-
amplec whereby President
Danicl Oriaga presided over
[ree and internationally super-
vised clections and then lost.

The Kabul ment s
also benefitting from the Gull
crisis. Kuwuiti financtal back -
ing for the mujahedin has now
stopped. A according 1o
mujahedin sources in Pe-

shawar. [linancial aid from
Saudi Arabia. which maiched

the US aid to the in
dollar for dollar, has been re-
duced in the wake of the cri-
sis.

Furthermore, to
one Western d!phn-m:iﬁﬁ:m
will need Soviet to
maintain an intﬂmmmmn-
sensus against | As a result,
the US i1s unli o take a
hardline posture supporiing
the mujahedin in case it
should altenate the Sovicls
from froming a united front
over the Gulf crisis.

In Peshawar, the
leaders seem to be no
notice of the developments in
Kabul or at the international
level. Says Professor Sebghatol-
lah Mojadedi, President of the
interim government of the mu-
jahedin : "Our jihad is against
the communist regime In
Kabul and until it has been re-

moved from r we will
confinue to L - GEMINI
NEWS

Kasra is a producer
with the Persian Service
whoe has just retwned from
visits to both Kabul and
Pesha i

ship of Prestdent Najibullah.
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IL is the need [or our people Lo broaden their
understanding of peoples of the region -- both
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SAARC and beyond -- that underscores our | kAl EE

suggestion that we should encourage the holding of _ . | at the : orde
similar film festivals with all our neighbouring || Letters for publication in these columns should be fpﬂ:;'s:ll{:lﬂl:l;l;l‘::c:::hd in “Ed i. there a separate ity !t;aCMm'r
countries and; going beyond, do the same with || addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed | doing. code of conduct for super- Eskaton Garden,
?lalaynla, Indum::la. Til'.laﬂand and the Philippines. || with double space. For reasons of space, short letters Plena:]m let u‘::lul rise a‘l;c-lv: powers? Would I;Enbody : Dhaka
in many ways, the cullures of these countries are || are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. | Personal prejudices and Iry © please care to explain? Let us examine
iﬁ; t:c t{l;:t:ldoi; e:;fnmf r:;dt ]::cre arc many areas || Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica- :’ ':lr:t:‘f:ha;m}i‘;ﬂ%““ﬂkf Nm o:'ﬂﬂ e lsm{gltih:::tm o
. m. : Sy h :
_ While congratulating the Bangladesh Film Archive || 207" ™t 5¢ar the writers real name, signature and | journalism. Dhal®  Sir. Wiy do we not have any | There i not god war, bl
for organising the festival, may we request the ‘ Uttara Model Town Fﬂi&‘fhm cartoonisls? When we | ~ametimies L":“:m" h“:::
; Are s . ArC We 80 se- ’
-‘Q‘%:th?hm look tmtn ::lﬁe tpossiblllly Diéln!ingthhc System of Govt ernment in our country to Are our soldiers mt rious? mtﬁ happened to | B! lct Saddam Hussein un
sa with the countries that we suggested. In this establish real democracy. Whom to condone? important en our sense of humour? It stops | Chulicnged in Kuwait would be
regard help could be sought from our embassies . Mutiva Khan e working when we nced it | ''cbly bad. It would mean
@broad and of the embassies of the concerned SHiss AR Lot Sly=—_When e GNP U We loss our wits at crit- | *acrificing a high principle: No
' Sased gaining momentum, some Dhaka Sir—We cerlainly do not from Bangladesh were :m country has the right o over-
-F’F'“"“H h‘lBangladcsh. have raised a very timely condone what Saddam being sent to the QGulf, Our brand of seriousncss has | ™ and annex another. It
- and pertinent question Di.gn.lty nfjoumm’m Hossein has done or is do- there was a big fuss kicked not led us anywhere worth would mcan a
Presidential or Parliamen- Sir—The present unfort- c¢an we condone what We wonder are s0  unpicasant company. :h.
lary system of Government unate trend of crilicizing America is doing in the silent on the issue now? We are in on | orid
next in our country. If the the personal lives, npeclull¥ name of peace, in the And., as reporied by the :h""ﬂ:r‘r _“t:'uf -
' s
& aut aays he (Saddsm Hussein) will ot bt Members of the Pnrllamm_t of women, since the [all o Hiddle‘Eall. with its usual BBC Bangla Service a mv: o i B S o
\ decide the issue Iin Parlia the autocratic govt. of H. M. role of "Big uple of days ago. our sol : what
from there (Kuwait) then bel: 5 face this stance : me
ment, then ore the en-  Ershad, in the press speaks We cannot help but diers have not yet been you can do, not whal others
~(GeorgeBush | suing election they should  of very poor taste in jour- wonder what the big innoculaied against some of 10 doing .
clear the policies on that palism and brings to mind powers, who seem to be the dreaded " We are chary of pointing out
Every Muslim will be a missile to be thrown matler so that we the the question of whether we gettin hysterical now, nst which the soldiers of (he goodness in others: and | iraq will not win
against the enemy... ) volers are able to choose are fit enough yet to be gra- were doing, when Panama the western countries have fervently seck the negalive but then no one clo® Mmight. &
—Abdullah Fadil our represenlalives in Par- pted press freedom. Many was invaded and Noriega been innoculated in case of side of a sit guick military victory over |
Iraqi Religious Affairs | llament who subsequently  will bear me out when | say whisked away by a super ' chemical warfare. Why this We have ':"" """; St the | Naghdud is not guaranieed.
Minister decide the Issue for us. that the reporting on the And can we forget discrimination? Or are our '“ﬂ;:'l'_':; the electios " sar | Anti-Western terrorism could
S o activities of the women the pru—d;n:n raid i:n l-oldlﬂ';u not lmp-nﬂnu:‘ I';; 'an‘ “"“"m":“_ A -m:u i;m - d-h: Irag,
| : S s eleclion should be su dly assoclaled with Granada? have we for- ough? Surely, in case repemiing e oI
There should not be any rancour i hfilm'cs regarded as referendum on H. m“}rhad' borders on gotlen the Falklands and horrid ‘hﬂz"‘l‘ being us- m-wrmmhhnﬂ Mmﬁm LI i o 3. (g _-'th."':r
once you feel that way, you are finishea. the issue whether we want porno literature. All women last, but not the least, the ed, everybody is bound to performance of others, kit us h"":' "’l'“_"'i:: :::.L
— V.PSingh I‘ﬂrlllmenlary system or l::rln.inly cannot be conde- burnlng issue of the be affected? examine our scives irstl. e el Timss
Former Indian Premier  § Presidential sysiem of Gov- mned for the activity of a Palestines, yet to be re- Few answers are cert- A Mawaz, [Dhabe ~— Businsse Singapore




