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We are 1n serious

BERLIN, Dec 30: Former
Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev said improving lv-
ing standards should be the
"number one priority” of the

Commonwealth of
I ndent Stales, In a
newspaper interview here, re-
ports AFP.

"We mneed deep social
changes because we are in a
serious crisis,” he said in the
interview Lhat today
in the Berliner Kurier Am
Abend.

'We must ndw concentrate
on up a market econ-

omy so people see im-

wml in their personal
And that must ‘n as

crisis: Gorbachev

society would continue “"one
the basis of rapprochement
rather than confrontation”.

Reuter reports: Eduard
Shevardnadze, the Sowviet
Union's last Minister,
spoke of the danger of
paramilitary groups sciz
nuclear in the hl:‘lr
Soviet republics
interview in an
newspaper A :

Shevardnadze told the
Corriere Della Sera he would
be worried by the threat posed
by the break-up of the Sovict
Union if he were Foreign
Minister in a western nation.

'l don't rule out nuclear
warheads and even complete
tactical weapons falling into
the hands of some
formations,” Shevardnadze
said.

'Many of the things which
could happen here could result
in trauma and disruption for
the whole of Europe and the
entire world." .

Eleven former Sovict re-
publics which formed a
Commonwealth of
Irndependent Slales earlicr
this month werc meeting in

Minsk today to discuss military
and economic allairs.

Vance starts 5th peace |

mission to Yugoslavia

-~ BELGRADE, Dec 30 : United

Nations medialor Cyrus Vance

his fifth peace mission

to Sunday al a lime

fighting is escalating and the

re ics remain deeply di-

over Yugoslavia's futurc
structure, rcports AFP.

Vance began his trip with a

in Lisbon lo conlfecr

m'fl:rﬂgn Minister Joao

Pinheiro before Portugal as-

sumes on 1 the presi-
dency of the Europcan
Community. '

In Lisbon, he will also con-
fer with Lord Carringlon, the
EC mediator, and Foreign
Minister llans Van Den Drock
of the Netherlands, the oulgo-
ing EC president. llc iIs cx-
pected in > on Tuesday.

- Serbian here said
they hoped Vance would press
the EC to delay its January 15
| date for the recogni-
tion of s four break-
away rcpublics— Croalia,
Slovenia, Bosnia-llcrzegovina
ing " sources 'in
London, reporied thal Vance
will be to get all the
republics 1o agree o a future
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structure rescmb
came of the Soviet Union: a
confederation of independent
stalcs.

But Serbia and its ally
Monlicnegro have rejected
such p s in the past, in-
sisting that they should be-.

come the heirs of a Yugoslav
stale, however truncated.,

The other four republics are
insisling on [ull independence
and have all applied for recog-
nt with the EC.
accdonia, which is one-

third Serbiah, one-third
Muslim and one-third
Croalian— a combinalion

widcly viewed as explosive to-
day— has turned down and in-
vitation from Scrbia to atiend a
January 3 conlerence on crual-
ing a "new Yugoslavia.”

Reuter from Zagreb says
The Yugoslav a kept up a
releniless bon ment of Lhe
key Croatian town of Karlovac
inte the night, lurning it into

the main MNashpoint of fighting |

in the breakaway nepublic.

“In the { few days,
K-rh-hl::nmih:m-h
batticficid in Croatia®, Croatian
radio said.

in the Southern Indian city of llydecrubad have
Andhra Pradesh silate government Lo investligale

of a colleague killed by police on the city's outshirts

union of the Udayam Newspaper charged
Press Trust of India (PT1) here

Rasool been shot dead by pelice in a
or staged shootout.

Rasool, who had worked for the newspaper
two ycars, was on assignment o wrile about the
at the time of the shooting

We!tBeimt:mﬂp_
siling residential arca of Muslim
at least scven people and

nﬂm-ﬂ,mﬁmwr.
reports it was a car bomb but thcre was no in-

in an,
Italian '

whal be- |
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Dr Reza Behnia (C), n;'lesthe

st at Aban Hospitul, Tehran, on Sunday tends to his newly-born
- patients, on the birthday of the Prophet Mohammad's daughter, which is also Iran's
omen's Day and Mothers' Day. The 27-year-old mother from Azerbijan of northwest Iran
delivered the country’s first invitro-fertilized twins after 13 childless years.
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WASHINGTON, Dec 30 :
The 12-year conllict iIn
Afghanistan enlers a new
phase Wednesday with the
formal end of all US and Sovict
military -involvement after
years ol each side supporting
rival factions, reports AP

The deadline was sct in

by the Bush admin-
istration and leaders of thc
former Sovict Unjon. US offi-
cials arc confident that both

carly end to the fighting in
sight as the leftist government
in Kabul and the anti-commu-
nist rebel movement have yet
to open peace lalks despile In-
tensive United Nations media-
tion eflforts. |

An cs{imated 1.5 million
have been killed in the war,
with more than 3 million

the US dcliverics to the rebels
arrived in Pakistan sometime
in October. Under the agrec-
menl with the Seoviects, the

milttary aid pipceline’ between
be cul ofl by Januvary 1.

sides will adhere to the
nt.
Nonectheless, there is no

maimed or wounded and 5
milllon displaced to exile in
Pakistan and lran. One in every
three refugees worldwide is an

US officials, asking nol to
be identified, said the last of

Pakistan and Alghanistan is to

Pakistan has been the rebel
hcadquarters and transit point
for US aid dcliveries for years.

As for the Russian side, one
offictal said, There has been a
significant fall off in their as-
sistance’ in the weeks preced-
ing the deadline. -

Leaders of the rebel move-
ment have been told that
Russian fuel deliveries to the
leftist government in Kabul .
also will be suspended cven
though that sitep is not re-
quired under the September

Zhao leading
normal life

BEWING, Dcc 30: Dceposed
Chincse Communist [Party
General Sccretary Zhao Ziyang
is still a member of the party
and is lading a "normal life” in
Beijing, a lop government
spokcsman said today, rvports
PTI.

Yuan Mu, spokcsman of the
State Council Premicer Li
Peng's Cabinet, was respond-
ing Lo questions regarding the
fate of China's former lkcaders

during a press conference this

morning.

Yuan did not say whether
investigations were still con-
tinwing into Zhao's invelve-
ment in the pro-democracy
movement of Spring 1989.

US-Soviet military involvement
| in Afghanistan ends tomorrow

agreemeont.

The [ate of Alghanistan was
once a major sceurily comeern
to Moscow bul that has all
changed now since the Sovict
Union has been replaced by
the Commonwcalth of
Independent States.

The main Russian concern
in Afghanistan nowadays is o
obtain an accounting for Lthe

300 estimaled soldicrs miss-
ing.

Twelve years ago last Friday
then President Leonid
Brezhnev dispatched what was
to become a force of more than
100,000 troops to pul down an
uprising against the commu-
nist regime in Kabul that was
installed in April 1978. The
last of the Soviel troops wore
withdrawn [rom Alghanistan in
February 1989,

, The Afghan issue was one of
many during the 1980's that
brought the United Stales and
the Sovict Union into an in-
crecasingly bitter rivalry.
President Carter authorized a

covert operation to aid the
Afghan resistance.
Nalions such as Iran,

Pakistan and Saudi Ambia arc
belicved 0 be - sending

weaponry into Alghanistan, ig-
noring US appeals for a cutoll.

|| Germany urges

Russia to
extradite
Honecker

BONN, Dec 30: German.
Justice Minister Klaus Kinkel
called on Russia on Sunday to
extradite former East German
leader Erich Honecker, adding
that his departure for exile in
North Korea or Chile would be
considered an "unfriendly aet,”
reports AFP.

Honecker and his wife,
Margot, a former education
minister, have been hold up in
the Chilean ~Embassy in
Moscow since December 10,
North Korea has said it was
ready to accept llonecker “for
humanfiarian rcasons.”

Honecker faces manslaugh-
ter charges in Germany in
conncction with the deaths of
nearly 200 East Germans shot

dead by border guards as they
tricd to escape to the West.

Honecker fled to the Soviet
Unfon last March after
Germany issued a warrant for
his arrest.

Despite the arrest warrant,
the [lonecker were whisked
ofl to Moscow by military plane
from a Sovict Military Iospital
south of Berlin on March 13 in
what Kinkel termed "an un-
dereover operation.”

Russia being the successor
to the defunct Soviet Union it
bears responsibility for past
Soviet acts, Kinkel said in a
radio intervicw.

Protesters scale

White House
fence: 8 held

WASIIINGTON, Dec 30: Six
proleslors Sunday scaled Lhe
White llouse [ence and two
others threw red ink onto the
white columns of the entrance
gale bclore they were all ar-
rested, police said, rcports
AFP.

The eight arrested on mis-

demeanor charges, told au-
thorities they were members
of the Community for Creative

Non-Violence (CCNV), an ad-
vocacy group for Lhe homcless,
said Arnold Cole, a spokesman

+ for the US Secrct Service.

Philippines to
dismantle
private armies

MANILA, Dec 30: The
Philippinc National Police an-
nounced a ncw campaign
Sunday to dismantle the na-
tlon's 194 private armics to
help ensure a violence-free
election next May, reports AD.

"FIS to respect int'l co

ALGIERS, Dec 30 : The fun-
damentalist Islamic Salvation
Front(F1S), o ltake con-
trol of parllamcnt, called on
Sunday for reconciliation with
its opponents and told the
worl it would respect
Algeria's international com-
mitments, reports Reuter.

FIS interim leader Abdel
Kader llachani also wid a news
conference that the party
would abide by the constitution
and expecied Lhe armed lorucs
to respecy the will of the peo-

He called on all Algerians o
join hands In lackling the
country’'s problems.

“We insist in these circum-
stances in Lhe name of FIS and
its top body, the Madjlis
Echura, on Lhe need for coop-
eration and for the sons of
Algerian Muslims o pul their

shoulders o the wheel 0 work
togcther in a atmosphere of

fraternity,” he said.

Although bloody clashes
between FIS su rs and
sccurity lorves last June led o

forces.
"There is no conflict be-

the armed

hold back in doing Lhis.
lHachani said the FIS would
give no ground on its goal of
transforming Algeria inwo an
Islamic statc within a ycar but

would stand by !l international
agreements and commitments.

“We are nol going to ques-
tion lreaties and agreements
with other countries... Algeria
is nul going to be isolated from
the world”, he said.

“We are going o fix our re-
lations on the basis of Islamic
low which does not ban nks
with others.”

BBul he added: “We arc not
going lo give concessions in

applying our programmec. This
yoear will see the end of the

mincry of the Algerian people.”

According to preliminary
results issued on Friday by the
carclaker government, the FIS
won at lcast 167 of the 208
scals won oulright In
Thursday's poll. The second
round of voting to complele
the new 430-scatl parflament
will be on January 16, with the
FI1$ rcpresenied in almost cv-

cry consltituency.

The FIS leader appeared o
- away from a demand for
tzly presidential elections,
saying: "Il we have all the real
guaranices to apply our pro-
gramyme, so as nol o betray
pcople who voled for us and

....

Salvation Front, speaks

Itments

Abdel Kader Hachani, interim president of the Islamie
to the press three days after his

:

s

party swept the initial round of Algeria's first free
parliamentary

elections.

consiitution that formalises
free-markcet reforins but real-
firms onc-party Communis!
rule, reports Reuter.

The 147-article document

God has led us o power  Our aim... The Madjlis Echoura
through the peoples, " Is may leave this for later.
the ime for the army W pro- President Chadlt Benjedid's
tect the people’s ohoice and mandate runs untfl December
we believe the army will not 1993,

»

will curb

announcing the new draft.
"Many articles and provi-

sions in the prescnt constitu-

tion are no longer suitable and

lpmpﬂllt to rencwal and

of our party.”
He said the revised consti-

-AFP photo

Communist P

been prompted by events In
the former Sovict Union and
Eastern Europe, where

Communist regimes have lum-

"We have lcarned from the
evenis 4o thal we can avold

i

tution, afle? confirming the
leadership mole of Lhe P."L
states : "All organisations of the
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Love costs life

MANILA : A Jilted boyfriend uscd a grenade to blow him-
selfl up in [ront of his girlfriend, killing himscifl and infuring

six other people including the girl, the Philippine news

agency
The o

Sunday, says AFP,
jal news agency reported that Rolando Lastimado,

distraught over rumours that the woman, Maridel

was planning to marry a Japanese boyfriend, confronted Er.
at her home in the central city of Cebu on Saturday.

Police reports said Lastimado set off a

nade, killing

himselfl and blowing off Heniago's arm as well as injuring two
other people in the house and three children playing outside.

Gift of Maggi’ for Gorby

AREZZO,Mtaly: Mikhafl Gorbachev's Christmas

drew

only general indifference in Moscow, but in

dieval Tuscan town, he has many admirers, reports AFP,
So many, in fact, thal a socialist municipal councilior,

Roberto

Maggi, on Salurday announced Lhe creation of a

commitice with two aims: To confer on the former Soviet

President the title of
money (o bufld him a house.

citizen of Arezzo and to collect

Maggl said he hoped the house would be financed and built

within nine months.

-

Cake flies first class

PALM BEACH: A California baker decided only the best

would do for his parents’' 50th
baked a cake and flew 1L [first class o Florida, nc

°l couldn't have my

anniversary — so he
poris AP

pamnu'uhﬂymh,'mhn

Shore, 31, who paid dirs 540 for the first-class (ticket.

Shore, the
children, baked the cake

vas

Angeles.

youngesl of Joseph and Beverly Shore's six
Thursday, placed il in a red can-
container and boarded a late-night Might from Lbs

Changing plancs in Atlanta, Shore borrowed a wheelchair
to move the 2 1/2-foot-tall, 20 pound cake. “That aroused a

lot of curiosity”, he said.

The four-layer cake with raspberry-lemon filling was dece-

rated with butter-cream figures with

gold sprinkles. It would

sell for about dirs 800 in West Hollywood, where Shore has

his bakery . Sweet Lady Jane.

A planner indeed

DALLAS: Singer Ruben Blades spent last weck  planning
his run for the Presidency of Pandma, a newspaper reported

The election is 2 and-hail-years away and DBladcs has al-

ready formed a political party.
His father,

Ruben Blades,

a relired policcman living in

Panama City, said, "The polilicians here were laking this a
joke, but now they're scared because the boy is rolling.”

The singer

spent Christmas week planning sirategics

with advisers, the Dallas Morning News reporicd.
Although Blades, 43, prides himsell on being a nationalist;
he has lived his adull life out of Lhe country.

Ala

wyer in addition lo being Pananm's best-known enter-

tainer, Blades hclped creale the salsa sound of the 19708 and
1980s, and many of his songs have an undecrcurrent of politi-

cal protest.

Memorandum to develop
Sino-Russian ties

MOSCOW, Dec 30: China.
and the Russian Federation
signed a memorandum here
yesierday which summarized
the basic principles for devel-
oping Sino-Russian tics, re-
ports Xinhua.

The memorandum was
signed during the first diplo-
matic conlact between the two
cbuntries by visiting Chinese
Vice Foreign Minister Tian

and his Russian coun-
terpart G. Kunadze.

Tian told Xinhua, both sides
had exchanged views on im-

rtani issues concerning bi-

teral relations and reached a

us. '
n::mrnndum was de-

signed to clearly state the ba-
sic principles governing bilat-
eral relations, he said.

Thesc should be establishhed
on Lhe basis of the five princi-

ples of ful co-existence,
he -ddc:r:“

In addition, all principles
stipulated in the 1989 and
1991 Sino-Sovict joint com-
muniques would continue o

guide the future development
ol Sino-Russian relatfons, he

sadd.
The two sides had ex-

pressced a willingness (o carry

oul the conmupitments provided
by trecatics and ments
signed by China and the
former ' Soviet Union, he
added. ’

lle said these principles
underpinned the hcalthy de-
velopment of Sino-Russian re-
[ lations.

Kunadze told Xinhua the
mcemorandum was of
political significance. T

The Russian Federation was
ready o continue the China
policy which Moscow had ini-
Ualed in 1985, he said.

The two sides had deflined
some major dircclions for the
future de nt of bilatcral

relutions, he added.
And these were not only

conflined 0 achicvements over
the past six years, he said.

Russia's Ucs with China en-
joycd very broad prospecis,
and Moscow wus keen to learn
from China's cconomic reform
experience, he said.

Tian Zcngpel s depuly
lcader of a Chinese delegation
hcaded by L La Chincse
Minister of Forcign nomic
Relations and Trade, which ar-
rived in Moscow Saturday fol-
lowing Lhe visits o Ukraine
and Dyclorussia.

PIINOM PENII, Dec 30: A
i nth aflter a mob ncarly
lvnched him, a hated Khmer
Rouge leader recturned to
Cambodia under nififtary guard
Monday and joined a govern-
ment and guerilla meeting ‘o
carry oul an accord to end
thetr 13-year-old civil war, re-
ports UND.

Khicu Samphan fMew in
from Thalland and was mtln
directly from Lhe alrport to
Royal Palace. About 50 armed
government soldiers in his

motorcade ﬁlﬂd against
repeat of previous atlac

e ————

nfluence

with greatly in-
creased dectsion-making pow-
ers who s to choose a ¢abinet
that will be ratified by the

wm s res siblc

president as

' Samphan back home

on him.

lic joined othcr members of
the Supreme National Council
for their first talks on
Cambodian seil. Prince
Norodom Sthanouk, the
council leader and national
reconciliation lcader, opened
the session.

the atliempt
Samphan's lifc, then alter anti-
corruption protests by stu-
dents and civil servanls
crupivd inte rivis wo woeks

.
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