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New Goals for CIA

Should the Central Intelligence Agency of the
United States, the world's premier spy network,
redellne its goals? The answer seems (0 be in the
affirmative. well be ilie consensus, If
can obtain this kind of about any
agency. On the olther hand, a lot of
t just say, "Well, get rid of it com-
use the funds you spend on it for the

- of the CIA
the

none me Gates, the
the ., who acknow
- . ol the
from the no longer exists.
that the new Moscow-based
former USSR republics will
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treat the set up of a new intelligence agency
as a Iﬂllﬂl:" y. What is more probable,
Boris Yeltsin set up a mechanism ol his own
to check on what's on In various of
the commonwealth. But this should not worry Mr

Another reason for taking a new view ol the
CIA stems from the realisation which is probably
shared by its new director that the agency's per-
formance, upccullir Il.n iecent years, has been

dismal. It

. its way Into sev-
eral situations and then bungled its way out, leav-
behind Washington's reputation in a shambles.

the Bay of remains the worst
example

lopsided

it

tl!re‘ CiA's faflure. Others followed, like

the Iran-Contra aflair and finally the invasion of
Kuwait by Iraq. As time went on, the list of CIA's

lapses, to use a relatively polite term, got longer.

kind of reorganisation of CIA is Mr Gates
on now? It is too much to expect that

new chief will disclose his plans. However, in
statement, he has hinted (nat he might shift
agency's resources, due to e cut by bil-
over coming years, (0 new areas, such as the
proliferation ol arms in the Third World, I:ruhably
the Middle East. No one shn;.l 1[ argue

. pointing out covert sale of arms
mmnﬂ orild countries by weslern rs
private weapons dealers should a get
altention by the CIA. There are also sugges-
tions by western analysts that the agency should
focus on economic competition @mong industrial
powers — meaning USA should spy on its allies
more ently than before — the international
war on gs and even environmental degrada-
tion. Then, one observer oflers the view that the
should shift its attention from secret in-
e nce to open discussion. It is a tricky sug-
. It remains to be seen how many intellec-
. anywhere in the world, will attend semi-

nars organised by the CIA.
We are hardly in a position to ofler any unso-
licited advice to Mr Gates. However, (wo sugges-
well be in order. Wka'=ver monitoring
al and economic trencs CIA may under-
take In foreign countries, especially in the Third
World, it should refrain from uencing and
sometimes toppling government in other peo-
' countries covert and often not-so-covert
. Such activities should be totally banned.
CIA has its own em for recruiting its
, from all kinds of professions. In the past,
B and CIA went alter selected jou ists.
GB ended up with Phllr.ru. [A had its
re of newsmen, even [rom the Third
. 1o carry oul its not-so-respectable func-

. It will be nice f Mr Gates can leave them
and instead concentrate on those who are
ential professional spies, not promising jour-

. L
Privileges of MPs
The Parliament's Standing Committee on
held their third meeting recently. No

Committee spent their valuable time —
- tion rs’' resources — in try-
our
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men the t
jmtgy newer p s for our honourable
members p;l.‘lument. As the elected represen-

. no doubt need and deserve spe-
facilities to carry out their work. They. need
travel allowance to move back and forth
their constituencies and the capital.
have access to information and of-

to deliberate better on public is-
be briefed as to why the gov-
certain decisions and not
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to visil projects and develop-

ment works. In short our public representatives

must be given all facilities to be able to represent

us better. Il not already provided with, our MPs

should be a special book allowance so that

can themselves abreast of what the
both within and outside the country are

=

i8 will no doubt enrich their read-
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all in [avour of increa
of our MPs. there are. however,
we [eel they should voluntarily give up.
prominent among them is their privi-
lax-free cars. What really entitles
tax, or deprive the public exche-
know that this measure was intro-
mhe discredited autocratic regime of
d for the simple purpose of currying
favour with the law makers. To put it bluntly, by
the MPs to bring in tax-free cars and
then ing them Lo resell that in the open
market after a limited time bar, the wily Ershad
was lﬁvmg huge financial benefits to the so-called
public representatives without appearing to be
doing so. At the time when it was introduced we
all knew why and we all condemned it, even if we
could not say so in print. We, therefore, naturally
expected the real representative of the people to
put an end to this shameful practice. Perhaps
more urgent malters of the State nted our
attention on this issue
been raised about the
ot for thcaflll?h- On of-
receive e proto-
col facilities, in which case they do not need a
diplomatic p rt. On private visits the MPs
should not be allowed diplomatic privileges. So
why do they need a diplomatic passport anyway. A
more cautious approach to the use of our diplo-
matic — which is governed by an inter-
national convention and not national whims —
may be advisable. |
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We want our members in the parliament to re-
ceive all the pmrﬂ?;a that them to carry
out their responsibilities betier. We, however, op-

E:ﬂ rivileges that have nothing to do

HE United Siates
commemorated this
month the B80th
anniversary o the °
treacherous sneak attack” on
Pearl Harbour — “treacherous’
wamn, it
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The apology approach to
Japan p s in United
: The Japanese re-
sponse to this range from
demanding apologies for the
genocide in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki to the proposition
that "the entire world is re-
sponsible for the war”,

Regarding “blame”, the
Japanese can rightly point to
the US opening of Japan by
force in 1853. The United

Military Crushes

RANSITION

democracy in Togo has

been scriously set back
by a coup d'etat and military
clampdown which killed 40
people in the capital, Lome.

And a refusal by France to
send troops to help the belea-
guered government of Prime
Minister Joseph Koukou
Koffligo raises questions about
the depth of its prolessed sup-
port for a shiflt to democracy in
its former Alrican colonies.

In late November soldiers
loyal to President Gnassingbe
Eyadema overthrew Kofligo's
transitional government. They
arrested Koffligo and, with
Eyadema's collaboration,
forced him to name a new
“government of national unity.”

The soldiers had waited
three days to storm Kofligo's
office, where he had been
holed up since his return from
the Francophone summit in
Paris. Kofligo was guarded by
50 soldiers with light weapons.

The mutineers gave
Koffigo 48 hours to report to
their headquarters. Kolfligo
stood firm, saying: "l am
watching the situation with
keen interest.”

He told French radio by
telephone that soldiers would
suppress the people's will and
sent a handwritten letter to
President Francois Mitterand
urgently requesting French
military help.

The help did not arrive.
The soldiers stormed his office
with tanks and artillery
at dawn on December 2. Lome
hospital overflowed with bul-
let-riddled victims. Koffigo was
taken to the Eyadema's home
and the two leaders issued the
"national unity” statement.

The coup reversed a dra-
matic shift toward democracy
which began when Kofligo was
elected to lead the transitional
government at a national con-
ference in August.

The conference, allowed
following a wave of pro-democ-
racy prolests, was attended by

500 dclegates from ruling and

address.
Migratory birds

Sir, A section of bird lovers
become very soft on migratory
birds at the advent of every
winter when several species of
foreign birds arrive in

h. Visit by migratory
birds is a natural yearly phe-
nomenon. During winter mi-
gratory birds pay visit to suit-
able tions for food and
shelter. But | cannot grasp at
the feeling that why should we
become so concerned about
their safety and existence. |
don't like to hurt the bird
lovers but would like to point
out some specific factors for
which we cannot enforce
'wildlife’ (Preventive) Act 1974
and which should be consid-
ered before terming some
hunters as simply meat lovers
or cruel killers.

It is known to all that
catching a wild bird by any
means is a difficult matter.
Every years the migratory
birds come by thousands. We

publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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How to Avoid Another Pearl Harbour

L}

preseminent economic powers. Johan
plores the areas of conflict

The 50th anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour came amid growing tension
between the world’s two '
studies at the University of Honolulu, ex

States and Japan, continued indifference to which could lead to war or a least
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States and “the rest of the
world® peint to Japanese
Imperialism in Talwan, Korea,
Manchuria, China and the rest
of the "dai-to-a kyoctken”, or
Japanese co- prosperity
re. The Japanese point to
US econemic boycott, and
so on. Who started what and
when is a futile question .

The economic relationshi
between Japan and the
States is the relation between
a First World and a rich Third
Weorld country, with the
United States reduced to the
tasks of providing raw mate-
rials and simple commodities,
liquid capital and elastic mar-
kets willing to buy whatever
comes from Japan at whatever
price.

None of the stralegies de-
vised by US economists to
counter this trend have
worked: quotas, relocating
production to the United
States, investment in Japanese
.nfrastructure, less- saving-
more-consumption, IcIl-Hul:l-
more -vacations Whether the
dollar goes up or down, Japan
manages to turn it to its own
advantage. Trade and current
account deflicits favouring
Japar® remain enormous, con-
tributing to the United States
having the highest national
debt in the world and the
major creditor, Japan, having
tremendous invesiment power

over .

On the other side is the de
facio continuation of the
occupation of Ja not
in the form of mi
but in the entire manner and
style of US behaviour
toward Japan, Was
treats it as a client state, de-
manding highly political

changes in the entire

duction via distribution to
consumption patterns, forcing
on Japan an Americanization
that runs against the deeper
grain of Japanese culture.

To take but one example:
in a Japanese company, power
- and with it the responsibil-
ity to care for the workers — is
with the management more
than with owners and the
board of trustees. To take over
a company in the US style,
there fore, smacks of slave
markel practices, and gives
rse (o enormous animosities.

United States is high in the
latter and low in the former.
Both tend to wuse , their
strengths to compensate for
the weaknesses. Japan comes
up with new, imaginative eco-
nomic schemes, such as eco-
nomic zones east of Suez.

The United States acts like
a bully, using strong words
and wielding big sticks. Public

Agency /|
CIA) report, Japan 2000
which sees Japan

“unequivocal economic domi-
nance”. This is a concept with
which the Unites States and
the CIA are familiar, of course,
since this has been the
name of the game in US for-

cign policy.
Wﬁtbiﬂﬂﬂthﬂﬂ?
Il not to war, at least to war-
like activities, such as -
ing the economiec-political
games being played in and
around the conference tables
with military moves.

Three scenarios of
can be imagined: lhm
States and Japan supporting
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stand that

. Hopes for a smooth transition to democracy
the West African country’s recently-elected transitional

Gnassingbe Eyadema collaborated in ousting the government of Prime Minister Jose

Koffigo. France's refusal to come to Koffigo’'s aid raises movements become more active in

Africa.

opposition parties, religious
groups, professionals, stu-

dents, human rights groups,
businesses, unions and tradi-

tional chiefs.
They moved swiltly to

PRESIDENT GNASSINGBE EYADEMA

challenge Eyadema, who had
ruled Togo since a coup in
1967. They voted to strip him
of his powers as commander-
in-chiel of the armed forces
and ordered him to quit the
military camp home where he
had lived since 1963.

The conference also voted
to redress an imbalance in the
ethnic composition of the
armed forces which, under
Eyadema, had come to be
dominated by his own Kabye
people. An estimated 70 per
cent ol low-ranking posts in

need not be anxious about
their existence because a few
number of hunters cannot
extinct total flocks of wild
birds as we can not wipe out
our fish wealth or poultry birds
despite random use through
catching and killing,

Moreover, the contribution
of migratory birds is just negh-
gible against their consump-
tion of huge quantity of fishes,
water plants and winter crops
of char lands. We never get
even any e from our so-
called guest birds, but every
winter we show some artificial
kindness for them and express

concern over their exis-
tence. Then what about our
birds? Everyone is so
ss to them! We kill
them without any hesitation
and as per our sweet will, as
and when required, but their
production is as high as before.
Then how some hunters alone
uld wipe out the total wild

ds [rom existence?

Once it made us laughing

when one of my friends who
loves birds very much was
telling about the cruelty of
hunters chewing the bone of a
fowl at a dinner. | told my
friend that kindness should be
paid equally to foreign and lo-
cal birds. Y

The birds which meet hu-
man protein requirement,
whatever they may be migra-
lory or poultry, can be killed in
time of need and that cannot
be stopped by enforcing law.
So the matter relating to mi-
gratory birds should be taken
as easy.
Bridge Road,
Gaibandha

'Media Round Table'

Sir, The Daily Star has in-
troduced an important step
towards fdentification of the
deep-rooted problems and re-
sultant set-backs in respect of
our national economic crisis
through its Round Table delib-
erations. | think it is a ground-
breaking work for our country.
[ feel that journalists who are
much more ¢onscious about
various problems of the coun-
try can play a big role [inding
out the causes for the eco-
nomic stagnancy, social and
political disorders, campus
violence and the like.

Togo's military are now [illed
bz Kabye; 50 per vcent are
thought te come f[rom
Eyadema's home town of Pya.
Among oflicers, 80 per cent
are belicved to be Kabye, also
mostly from Pya.

The national conference
also voted overwhelmi to
demilitarise Togo's pelitical
institutions — not an easy task.

Army involvement in
Togolese political life dates
back to ecarly post-indepen-
dence days which saw two
coups, both backed by
Eyadema, as well as  the one
he led himsell in 1967.

Eyadema threatened to sus-
the conference and re-
used to attend fits closing
ceremony, [eigning a sore
throat. Tensions heightened
after Kolligo took office, made
himself defence minister and
mnoved to replace the heads
of armed units.
The first senior military

_ figure Kofligo tried to move

was Commandant Narcisse
Yoma Djoua, head of the pow-
erful Rapid Intervention
Force, which had been ac-
cused of serious human ts
violations. Djoua refu to
quit.

Next was Colonel Donou
Toi Gnassingbe, Eyadcma's
half-brother and head of the
presidential guard, which the
conference wanted scrapped.
He was to die in the as-
sault on the Prime Minister's
office.

Even before taking office,
KofTigo had a troubled’ relation-
ship with the military, which
his human rights group ac-
cused of crimes against hu-

Like The Daily Star, the
other newspaper authorities
may arrange debates on various
controversial issues {nviting
representatives from each
group or organisation. Let us
attempt way out [or the down
trodden in the socicty.

Lastly my compliments to
The Daily Star for its unique
eflort. 1 wish all success (o
such venture.

Farid Ahmed,
S.M. Hall, University of Dhaka

Letter to the editor

Sir, Oftcn those among us
who write letiers to the ncews-
papers are asked by the pc
'w reads these stufl?
Obviously many readers who
represent different sections of
gﬂ: luc;? read these letters.

ut unfortunately people in the
authority feels 'Iz:u to act on
the basis of the contents of
these letters,

Lately, of course, people are
m conscious and con-

about the contents. As
far as | know, my letters are
being read by a number of
people who often send me
their personal comments.
Recently while attending the
AGM of the Association of
British Council Scholars
(ABCS), the president of the
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manity. After eclection, he
faced two serious military
challenges.

On October | a handful of
soldiers occupied the radio
and television station,
demanding the transitional

ment's dissolution. A
week later about a dozen
troops attacked the hotel
where Koffigo lived. He
escaped unhurt, but pro-
democracy militants
barricaded roads to his hotel
and office amid rumours that
he might be kidnapped.

The latest trouble erupted
soon when the transitional leg-
islature outlawed Eyadema's
Togolese People's Rally (RPT),
which had ruled for 22 years.

At dawn on November 27,
troops seized the radio and
television station and other
strategic buildings in Lome,
announcing the end of the
transitional government. The
army called on Eyadema to
"name a capable, worthy man”
to form a new government.

If he failed, it warned, sol-
diers would reduce the city to
ashes. Twenty-three civilians
were shot dead. The killings
dissuaded citizens from follow-
ing calls to protest by Edem
Kodjo, former secretary-gen-

eral of the tsation of
Alrican Unity.
Lome became a ghost town.

The shootings recalled an
April crackdown in which
civillans were shot dead and
thrown into the Lome Lagoon
followin pro-democracy
protests students. When
civil servants, taxi drivers and

The Buily Star
somenne to dominate someone
cise. And it must not continue
encouraging those who, ke
Lee lacoeca, practise Japan-
w-‘ﬂ:--
biles made in as
Piymouths and Dodges, im-
nrﬂ-l engines from

because the local

é

million in
Sen ¢ hebg sosond sae
The way out for the United
States is evidently to malke
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Togo's Fledgling Democracy

George Ola- Davies writes from Paris

in Togo were dashed by a coup d’etat against
government. Longtime di
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What was Jean
Mitterand, the President's son,
who is in rge of African af-
fairs at the . doing in
Togo at the time of the crisis?
Why did Defence Minster
Plerre Joxe say a French de-
fence pact with Togo must be

Ll

Kofligo's decision to turn

himself to Eyadema
the President's s
Nonetheless, despite Eya-
dema’s long hold on the ;
divisions have ll-ll'f;er::.
Koffigo's right-hand man ap-
pears to be Chief of Army Staff
Bassabi Bonfoh. _
Democratic transition in
Togo has a fragile foundation.
As a visibly shaken Kofligo
himself said in his “"submi-

|

a
Jreelance journalist from Si-
erra Leone now based in Parts.
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association, Mr Md. Faizullah
introduced me be before the
audiences as a 'letter-writer'
Fortunately, Mr Md. Faizullah
is the secretary of the Social
Welfare Ministry — my ques-
tion is being head of the
Govt. Social Welfare Depar-
tment, did he ever took any
action alter reading a letter in
the newspaper which carried
some social wellare related
problem or p ? Not only
myself but many fellow letter-
writers are writing regularly
on various social problems. |
think, Mr. Faizullah can
definitely do something in
respect of translating the
expectations into reality. For
the moment, | would like to
draw his kind attention to one
of my recent letters conc-
erning Father Timm's citiz-
enship application. Father
Timm is a social worker and
contributed a lot in the social
welfare sector of Bangladesh.
There are many other read-
ers personally known (o me
who are holding high offices In
the govi. or in the private sec-
tor. | would honestly request
them to take proFu actions on
the contents of the letters
regularly out in various

m&lﬂ dailies and

h-llun:rhth. orlé gentleman
even taken a personal ini-
tiative to form a letter-writers'
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forum. Imﬁ;ed an invitation
from Col. Mirza Shafi Ahmad,

who is obviously a letter-
writer, to altend a session at
his residenee for working out
possible set-up of the forum.
The aim of the forum will be o
represent in person with the
contents ol our letters in vari-
ous national forums for realis-
ing the objectives. Interested
letter-writers may contact him
over telcphone no. 605098.

The most recent develop-
ment in the discipline of letter
writing is meore exc Prof
Dr. Abdullah A. Haroon of
Sir Salimullah Medical
has done an excellent job by

ublishing a book contai

is letters so far a
different He has
donated the proceeds of the
book to the poor -im-
paired students of Hl“,m
School, Barisal. | greatly ap-

Profl Haroon's endeav-

our townards

P depict nd
a
mitigatling our nuil pﬁln-

We sincerely hope that the
government and other agen-
cies will pay attention
to our letiters and our
views in translating national

objectives.

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant .
Banglades Agricultural

Institute, Dhaka
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