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MELBOURNE,
Dec 25: ItU's now
- or never for India
when they take
on Australia id
the second
cricket Test at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground
from Thursday, reports AFD.
" The Indians, handed a
crushing 10-wicket defeat in
the first Test at the Gabba, sce
the second encounter as their
best chance to score a point
against the formidable
team.

The MCG is a happy hunting
ground for the Indians who
won here in 1977 and 1981
and were dominant in 1985
till rain denied them a deserv-
ing viclory ;

With two of the remaining

three Tests to be played on
fast wickets in Sydncy and
Perth, the Indfans are hoping
history is repeated on the tra-
ditionally placid MCG wicket.

The indifferent form of the
tourists on the tour so far and
the relaid MCG turf may make
an encore diflicult, but skipper
Mohammad Azharuddin [eels
the worst is over.

"We arc slowly but surely
gelting into the and
form,”

mmlhg ddp to our

in said during the

tclml training session on
Christmas Day. -

"My only worry is the bat-

l:llg and I'iehling which need a

MCG may be India's best

lot of improvement,” he said.

“The hoyn know you can't

win a Test match playing like
this, but | have reason lo ¢x-
pect a better showing here”
Azhar remarked. .
Azharuddin described the
MCG pilch as a "good crickel
wicketl,” expecting it to pla

BRUCE REID
well on the first two days and
then assist spin later in the
match.

RAJU, NOT HIRWANI

But team coach Abbas Ali
Baig said the idea of playing at-

tacking
Hirwani instead of left-armer
Venkatapathy Raju had been

leg-spinner Narendra

dropped.
"This I1s a slow wickel from

which Hirwani will not be able
to extract as much purchase as
Raju, who s quicker in the
air,” he said.

India will thus field the
same team which lost the first

Test, but will experiment with

VENKAT RAJU

all-rounder Manoj Prabhakar

batting at number three.
"Manoj opens in domestic

cricket and if we lose an early

wicket, it will be a' good idca Lo

send him in early,” Baig said.
REID RECALLED

Australia are almost certain
to bring in Bruce Reid for fel-

chance

low lefl-arm seamer Mike
Whilney in the playi‘:f eleven.
Reid was omitt for the

irét Test because of a na

back injury,but a finc display in
the opening rounds of the
World Scries one-day competi-
tion earned him a recall to the
Tesl.squad. .

“It's a tough job leaving
Mike (Whitney) oul because he
has done a great job for
Australfa this season,” said
skipper Allan Border.

Border denied that being
dubbed as favourites to win the
scries, out addttional pressure
on ht‘_ team.

"We have played so well
over the past few years that it
is only natural that we will be
the favourites,” he said.

“We have learnt to live with
fthis tag so that the pressure
does nol get to us.”

INDIA (likely):: Mohammad
Azharuddin (captain), Ravi
_3hastri, Krish Srikkanth,
Manoj Prabhakar, Sanjay
Manjrekar, Sachin Tendulkar,
Dilip Vengsarkar, Kapil Dev,
Kiran Morc (wicket-keeper),
Javagal Srinath, Venkatapathy
Raju. |

AUSTRALIA (likely): Allan
Border (captain), Geofl Marsh,
Mark Taylor, David Boon, Dean
Jones, Mark Waugh, lan Healy
(wicket-keeper), Craig

McDermott, Peter Taylor,
Merv Hughes, Bruce Reid.

Sport

Inﬂated €gos keep

as Iﬂ‘m won- world' titles
in their 20s and retired as
sports heroes. But inflated
egos and a lust for eternal
youth made them try again.

““ﬂmzrmﬂﬂﬁ

because success is
to live without. The
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he tried to reconquer lhc
men’s lennis r.irtuil in, April
with his obsoleie wooden ten-

5‘

Nick Bollettieri’'s lennis
. in Florida that
Monica Seles, Andre

HMWIMIM

Bull:iul:rl was oplimistic of
Borg's chances. The Shede will
return in January for a final
assessment before the
tournamenl for over

Palm Springs,.

11!

February
368 In
Caltfornia.

"He's as sound as a fiddle,”
said Bollettieri. “lie's happy on
the court and he really wants
to play again. With tho s nec
essary parts of the wrmula
working together, | Lhink he
can accomplish some of the

he wants to.”

Some of the best bascball
pitchers are well inlp their
30s, but if there wis a veter-
* circuit for

The American’s record
seven medals at the 1972
Olympics and his 27
world records between 1967
and 1972 assured his name in
the history books. But he
dived back inte the competl-
tive pool at the age of 40 with
a valiant flop.
He has fadled in all attempts

against current golden boy
Mali Heor * but stfll insists he

can mak. Lo Barcelona

ih a 100 metre butterfly
contest in Movember, Spitz
crawied in fifth more than four
scconds behind Biondi. Sports

John Walker, who turns 40
12, could be the
into the comeback

"Pakistan to host
Asian squash

i

CHITTAGONG, Dec 25: A

Al
G
il
'

.eountrics Lhey

i

1Thm: 1976 Olympic 1,500
metre champion from New
Zealand— who bid farewell to
petition at
1990 Commonwecalth

international com
the

Ganmws—was planning to mark
his birthday by becoming the
first 40-year-old to run a four-
minulc mile.

But he has put baek the
race against time to March |
saying he neceds to prepare.
But Walker said this was the
"absolute deadline. Il | don't dn
it then that's iL”

BARCELONA, Dee

» 25: As Barcclona's
& Olympic ycar
dawns, arcnas,

m stadiums and an
entire scaside

village are eme-

rging from myriad con-

struction sfies round the city,
bul no one kmows how many
will have 1o ac-
commodale, reports Reulcer,

The Olympic family has al-
ready cxpanded to welcome
the Baltic stales, but as the
Sovict Union disintegrates and
Yugoslavia splits into scparate
republics, new anthems may
need to be learned, new Mags
SCWT,

"We never want o say no Lo
a new rccognised national
Olympjic commitice,"said Josc
Migucl Abad, chiel excculive of
the Games Organising
Commitice COOB 92. "We are
not going 1o run fasicr than

the world, but we will try o

respond o the new situation.”

The International Olympic
Commitice (IOC) has said iis
door is opcen o Croalia and
Slovenia as soon as they gain
international recognition.
republics have

While athletes may need o
rin

" months

their

Wallace said the big error
that sports hcroes make is re-
tiring. "It is far ecasier to kecp
going and stay at the top than
start at the bottom when wou
arc 35.”

GEORGE FOREMAN

But it is possible. George
Foreman, the former world
heavyweight boxing champion,
went the distance with current
king' of the ring Evander
Holyfield but his comeback was
spoiled by a points defeat.

Foreman has not given up
though. Ic has won since and
vowed Lo beat the winner of

1OC meeting In Lausannc it had
becn agreed that the number
of athletes for the new Sovict

rcpublics would nel exceed
thatt for a uniled Sovict team.
“Ifl the number of athletes in

the Sgvict tcam were 100,
then that numbcer would be
devided between L different

republics”, Abad sald.

Abad, a scrious, somelimes
lugubrious man,
preparations arc on larget for a
sucecsslul gamgs seven
hence. He is happy
about the moncy — “There will
be no profit and no defieit ™ —
and even sanguine aboul sccu-
rily.

3"5”"“: 15,000 police and
olher sccurity forees, mindflul
of the potential threat from
Basque scparatist guerrillas or
forcign groups, are being

is conflident

bringing them back

any fig hl between Holyfield
and Mikt Tyson,

Jimmy Connors, another
multliple Grand Slam cham-
pion, battled to the US Open

. semifinals at the age of 39.

In athletics, Yury Sedykh
became tLhe oldest man to win
a world title when he won the
hammer throw in the world
Championships in Tokyo aged
36.

Greg Foster powered his
way to his third successive 110
meter hurdles world title in
Tokyo aged 33 /after a poor
season on the world circuit.

Foster, who has been at the
top for 12 years, admitled

though that winning in getting |

tougher, “I am 33 now. This
was the hardest race of all. It
really does not get any betler
with age,” he said.

Spare_a thought then for
Clive Rice who has embarked
on an inlernational carecr with
.the Seuth Alrican crickel lecam
aged 42, having kept being a
brilliant performer in England
and South Alrican domeslic
cricket throughout his coun-
try’s enforced isolation.

"It is just an honour lo
play,” he said stoically —AFP.

drafied into the Bareclona arca
1o ensure a peaceful Olympics.

"We can't have an absolute
rero guarantee, but | believe
we are pretty close to it°, Abad
said.

COOl} has spent five years
preparing the games which
open on July 25,

"Progress has been good
and | am reasonably satislied.
But | am not kidding mysell
that things could not still go
wrong. We can allow no
triumphalist optimism. It is at
the end that you nced the
greatest mental strength,”
Abad said.

“1 think we have managed
to change the image of
Spaniards as an casy-going,
amiable people who can't
organisc,” Abad said.

Ilis main concern was O

PARIS, Dec 25 : The world's
wealthy burned over one bil-
lion dollars in 1991 keeping
the world's top sportsmen in
fast cars and champagne, and
keeping them fit, reports AFP.

Most of the wnrkr?a in re-
cession, but the price of sport-
ing success has not remained
static lfke economic :

"Even the ladies goll efrcuit
next year will have, record
prize money on offer (20.8
million dollars). There are
phenomenal sums on offer in
sport. It is now an industry
worth more than one billion
dollars a year," said a
spokesman for the IMG sports
managemenl company.

Businessmen like Italy's
Silvio Berlusconi, France's
Bernard, Tapie, victor Kiam of
the United States and several
paternal Japanese companies

‘are all prepared to pour money

into sport where losses are the
only guarantee, :
According to Tapie, presi-
dent of French football cham-
pions Olympique Marseille: "It
feels good to have created a
winning team. It is harder
work than any business. But
the pcrmn.nl rewards are

higher.”

All his money, and the sub-
sidies of the Marseille tax-
payer, have not though bought
the success Tapie wants.
Having been knocked out of
the European Champions Cup
in the 1990 semi-finals, they
lost in the final a year later.

Tapie this year paid in ex-
cess of nine million dollars for
ex-England {international
Trevor Steven, who ecarns
more than 25,000 dollars a
week.

The Frenchman's ambition -

for European recognition
means he will have to pay even
more for the promised rebuild
of his side for the next cam-
But his stars are hardly the
most spofiled in the sports

wprid.
Three-time Formula One
champion Ayrton Senna is ex-
ed to earn one million dol-

lars a race in 1992. Less than
two hour's work 16 times a
year, according to cynics.

But that is about twice as
much as Nigel Mansell, who
was second in the 19891
championship. And off track
spin-offs ¢an add another 10

BERNARD TAPIE
aillion dollirs 1o the Brisitliag
champion's yearly wage packet.

But his [inancial perfor-
mance is not a patch on world
heavyweight boxing champion,
who , according to Forbes
Magazine, punched his way to
60.8 million dollars in 1991
and was the richest man im

sport.
Holyv-field fought only
former champion George

foreman and no-hoper Bert
Cooper in 1991. He plans only
three fights in 1992 but his
earning power is expected to
be boosted by 50 per cent. .

Holy-field has been criti--
cised for not being a big
enough personality for the
world title. The bank manager
»ould never. agree though. In
.he Forbes list, former cham-
pion Mike Tyson earned only
halfl as much.

Tyson's prospects in the
ring in 1992 and beyond eould
depend on the outcome of his

" coul

rape trial which starts ln

January.

The stakes are so high in

Tyson's case that allegations

have already been in the
American press that his man-
agers are paying for "dirt" on
the black beauty queen who

E?ANDER H{)LYF[ELD
has laid charges against him.

A Tyson insider was
as sa

bnuk: nl'l.:r so many previous

E':’%uﬁfuﬁ'nuy high

ﬁ-ﬂlﬂl}'. athleles should turmn to
American sports and prelfer-
ably teams based in New York.
Bobby Bonilla, born into the
poverty of the South Bronx,
oined the New York mets
ascball team on a five-year
contract worth 29 million dol-
lars that made-him the highest

paid team sportsman in the
world.

Eight of the top 10 team
earners are from baseball,
Second highest was New Yark
Knicks basketball player
Patrick Ewing, on 5.5 million
dollars. But he could be over-
taken:in 1992 by the ofl court
fee exmpected to be offered to
former Los Angeles Lakers star
Earwin "Magic™ virus.

Salaries given Lo European

mummh

Lincker would

T Baily Shar 11

ﬁ

Money is the name of the game

they pale in comparison.
En;lund captain ﬂ-try
only 3.45
million dollars two
work with Grampus L in
Japar if he does leave
lottenham Heotspur.

And not all bank wrl
thank their businessmen ecli-
ments for catching the sports
bug, .

Victor Kiam made his.
money from the Remington ra-
zor, but risks cutting his own
throat with the New England
Patriots Tootball side In
America.

He needs 38 million dollars
to save his financially troubled
team and one of his options
includes selling Remington:
Products Inc.

Kiam, 65, bought Reming-
ton for 25 million dollars in
1979 and turned the company
into the world's sccond largest
manufacturer of electric
shavers, with sales peaking at
250 milllon dollars in 1989,

A former salesman who
pitches his own products in
television commercials aired
“In 18 languages, Kiam quickly
earned a reputation as some-
thing of a financial wiz, and his
growing empire appearcd ‘o
have no bounds. . . 4,

Until he bought the Pat: . '§
in 1988, however, for an cst!
mated 28 million dollars.

Since then, the Patriots
have not had a winning secason
and they have reportedly lost
20 million dollars over the last
three

Inancfhr‘tlnhangunln
his beloved franchise, Kiam
has retained Chase Manhattan
bank to find a buyer, investor
or partner for Remington,
which also is reported to be
suffering financial losses.

Kiam denies, however, that
Remington is in trouble and
says ng it is just one of
many options available to him.

"The company is very
healthy, very sound.” he said
I'm looking at all options and
selling is the least desirable
option.”

New plan for ex-Soviets in Olympics

MDS-CI}W Dec 25 : The
head of the Soviel Olympic
Commillee” proposed on
Tucsday that the team of the
new commonwealth should
compele al the winter Games
under the five-ringed Olympic
lag, reports Reuter.

Vitaly Smimov said in an
opcn - letter - to athletes,
coaches and republican sport
officials that Russian,
Byclorussia, Ucraine,
Kazakhstan and Ugbekistan

| whose athletes form the squad,

Barcelona readies for the biggest

motivate the COOI stall for the
final scven-month surge o a
successiul Olympics.

"Pepple coming to some-
thing like the Olympies tend
to nake global judgements. If
we show that we have done our
work properly and creale a
good, welcoming atmosphere,
then small mistakes get sub-
merged in the whole and suc-
cess is assured,” Abad de-
clared.

To a layman's eye Lhere is
still a lot of work to be done on
some stles, though several
buildings are alrcady complete.

On Montjuic hill, command-
ing a panoramic view of all
Barcelona, the main Olympic
stadium and the supreb Palau
San Jordi, which will housc
gymnasties and vollcyball com-
petitions, have long been ready

QT ik - -
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favourcd the idea of a ninglt
tcam.

Iis letter. made public by
Tass ncews  agency, said the
Olympic  Commitiees of the
former Soviet republics which
had formed the common-

-wealth of independent states

ad not yet been recognised by
iche Intermational Olympic
Committec (IOC).

“The commonwealth itself
does not have its own symbols
and it appears illogical to use
the flag and the anthem of the

former Soviet Union,” said the
letter.

“In this connection, | think
it rcasonable that our joint
delegation competes in
Albertville under the Olympie
flag and in case of a victory by
one of them the Olympic an-
them is played.”

The Sovicet  Olympte
Commitlee last week saifd it
would back requests by indi-
vidual republican commitlees
for recognition but expressed
the hope it could still send a

sporting event

and in usc.

At Valle D'licbron, on the
northern edge ol the city, the
cycling velodrome and tennis
and volleyball courts appear to
need merely finishing touches.

It still takes a lcap of the
imagination lo cnvisage Lhe
completed village, which is
cmerging from Europe's
higgest construction site and
giving DBarcelona a new
scafront district where previ-
ouslf ‘warchouses and railway
tracks blocked access to Lhe
SCR.

The six-storey blocks in red
and beige brick which house
2,012 apartments are rcady
apart fromi some Interfor fit-
Lings.
Two  skyscraper lowers,
which dominate the village
skyline and will accommodate

banks, offices and reslaurants,
look almost ready for occupa-
tion.

But outside some trenches
still gape, awailing pipcs and
cables. Roadways and lawns arc
still to be laid and everything
liecs under a chaotic covering of
machincry; mud and dirn.

Abad himsclf sces no prob-

ms. " - be done
K ore aeothelk than substan-
tial,” he said.

Organiscrs have, tragically,
had to revise some plans. Por.
star Freddie Mercury's deat
from AIDS this ycar robbed the
Olympic opening ceremony of
what promiscd to be one of its
most clectric moments.

Mcrcury and world-
renownced Cadalan operatic so-
prano Montserrat Caballe were
to have sung an Olympic an-
them they jointly wrotle and
have recorded. Now a video of
their performance will be
screencd instead.

But the 1OC have said
American basketball superstar

Johnson can take part
in the Games despite being
infected with the HIV virus
that can lead 1o AIDS.

All Olympic competition ar-
cas and villages are to I:r non-
smoking zoncs. There 'will be

common team to the Barcelona
Summer Games.

Smirnov's appeal did not
mnention Barcelona.

Russia, Ukraine, Moldova.
and Gebrgia have llreu!y asked
the 10C for

10C president Juln Antonio
Samaranch has said officials
from the republies would be
invited to Swilzerland next
March to sort out the terms of
their participation in the.
{‘ﬂllﬂ *

The Soviet Olympic prepa-
rations are hampered by a se-
vere cash shortage and
Olympic authoritics are work-
ing to raise money from spon-
SOTs.

The team for Albertville
needed some 800,000 dollars

to pay for training and partici-

Bamaranch and interationa

Winter Sportl Federations for
firnancial support.

V-Day cycling
Sports Reporter

Alfhough the dismal

country , yet it could
notl prevenl an Indnmlhhh
bunch of riders from
through with their 38-

tre long Victory Day cycling
yesterday

The field of partic
which might have been _
in more amenable conditions,
was nevertheless quite an en-
cou one for the belated
commemoration ol Dec 16 by
the Bangladesh Cycling

Sumo Konishiki to
"~ seek Japanese
Ciﬁlﬁl‘lShE |
TOKYOD, Dec 25: ishiki
a giant Samoan-American from
Hawaii whe is one of the stars
of sumo wrestling, said today
he wants to lake Japanese na-

rionality alter his wedding 0
model Sumika Shieda in

thia far due to the warm

mdﬂuwm _
| want to return (heis

favour,” said Konishiki, born

STt theeen by

Japan's first huﬂn sumo
hero, Hawalidan Jesse

e -
now Konishiki's er

the only

naturalised




