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Czechoslovakia
recognises
Byelorussia

PRAGUE, Dec 24 : Cze-
choslovakia today recognized
Byelorussia as an | nt
state, saying the two countries
will soon open talks on the
establishment of diplomatic
ties, rits Xinhua.

" Byelorussia is the sccond
former Soviet republic aller

Ukraine ized as an in-
dependent state by Cze-
choslovakia.

The Czech and Slovak fed-
eral government said in a
statement that it will '‘Establish
a new kind of relations with
members of the common-
wealth of independent states,’
which has the Soviet
Union.

Czechoslovakia hopes Lo sce
a guaranicc by commonwecalth
members of commitment
to Nuclear disarmamernit, sccu-
rity and other international
obligations, |nr:ludtnF those
concerning Czcchoslovakia,
the statement said.

Czechoslovakia used to have
wide ranging cconomic and
trade coopcration with former
Sovict republics.
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International

US recognises Russia tomorrow

as successor to Soviet Union

WASIHINGTON. Dec 24 :
President George Bush has
decided o recognisc Russia on

.Thursday as the successor

the former Sovict Undon afier
talks with Russian leader l3oris

Yeltsin, administration sources
said on Monday, reports
Reuter.

“"We will do de [acto recog-
nition, which means-we will
recognise, Russia as the suc-
cessor state to the Soviet
Union,” said onc administra-
tion official. '

"As a result, it will have the
rights and privileges of the
former Soviet Union,” said the
official who spoke on condition
he was not identificd.

The decision to rccognise
Russia as the replacement for
the Soviet Union mcans that it
would be instantly clevated to a
major place on the interna-
tional llﬂﬁ.

It would become co-sponsor
of the Middle East peace talks,
along with the United Stalcs,
according to administration of-

China, Israel likely
to set up ties

TEL AVIV, Dec 24 : A scnior
Chinese Foreign Ministry ofli-
cial arrived in Israecl on
Monday as Dcifjing edged
closer to establishing its [irst
formal diplomatic relations
with the Jewish stale, reports
Reuter.

The official will hold talks
with Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir later this weck, a
Shamir aide said. But the aidc

declined to identify him.

An Isracl radio report nam-
ing the official as Vice-Foreign
Minister Yang Fuchang could
not be confirmed.

. Isracl television said China
had ur the visit be kcpt
secret but Foreign Minister
David Levy disclosed it al a
parliamentary commillee

mecting carlier in the day.

The visit follows months of
intensive, largely confidential
con s between lsrael and
China, which have never had
formal tics.

The two nations’ forcign
minisicrs mel at the United

Nations in Oclober to discuss
cstablishing relations.

Defence Minister Moshe
Arens visited China for talks
just afler the Middle East
peacc talks in Madrid in early
November, according to secu-
rity sources in Israel. At the
times, military censors barred
publication ol ncws of the trip,
the first to China by an Israchi
minister,

The Arcns visil was closcly
followed by the first open lalks

between Chinesce oflicials and a i
high-level Isracli trade delega-

tion. The delegation included
Dan Shomron, head of Isracli
Military Indusiries and a
former army Chicl of Stafl.

Isracl has rcfused to com-
ment on reports that it sclls
arms lo Detjing.

Contacts belween the na-
tions began in the 1970s. The
intensified in the 1980s and

under the current Chincse |

leadership.

Last year Isracl set up an
academic institute in Beffing.
China has opecnod a tourist of-
fice in Tel Aviv.

ERIERRY

Clashes leave 6 dead in Peru : s-

soldiers were killed and 10 others in
pro-Cu

an army patrol clashed with

red on Monday when
n guerillas in Peru's

northern Amazon jungle, the armed forces said, Reuter

reports Tucsday from Peru.

It said 100 guerillas of the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary
Movement (MRTA) clashed with an army palrol ncar the mili-
tary base ol Sorilor, 670 kms (400 miles) northeast of Lima,

a statement from the

joint chicls of stall said.
Six soldiers including a MHeutcnant

died. the statement

said. Several MRTA fighters were also Injured.

In the southcastern city

of Ayacucho, two gunmen shol a

local sports official to death and scriously wounded the lkeader
of an Ayacucho ncighbourhood as they walked down a sirect

of this state capital.

Yeltsin to

nuclear button :

Russia, Ukraine, Dyclorussia and Kazakhstan, the four former
republics of the Sovict Union which have been deployed with

nuchcar

weapons, have agreed o transfor the right to press

the Nuclear bution to the Russian fedcration, reports AFP

Tuesday from Moscow.

Russian first Deputy Prime Minister Gennady Burbulis old
press conference yesierday thatl this had been confirmed in
the ‘agreement on joint action in the ficld of Nuclecar arms.’

The

L was one of thw six documents signed by |11

agreemen
out of 12 former Sovict republics in the Kazakh capital of

Alma-Ala Saturday .

0

new routes for Nepal :

points to Ne

pal for its goods to

and from third countries through Calcutta Port, mrdir? to
the Nepal-india transit treaty, reports AFP Tuesday from

|

Factlitics of ware-houses, sheds and open space will be

avallable for the

of transit

slorage Cargo.
Bulk traffic, such as fertilizers and coment moving by rail,
shall pass through Calcutia/Narayanpur Anant route or any

other agreed route subject o prior intimation being given to
customs as and when such movements are anticipated.

US hails Haitian
The State Department on

Haitf's political crisis may be ncaring an ¢

m-l
the United States

accord :
welcomed ro that

with an

agreement between deposced President Jean-DBertrand

Aristide and

reporis AFP from W
"This scems 10 be a sicp

Haiti, a goal

on a new prime minister,

solution in
strongly supports,” said de-

r
I

ficials, who also said
Washington would push for
Russia to sit on the Security
Council of the United Nations.

The officials said Bush
would make a formal an-
nouncement on Thursday after
US allies were notified.

Yeltsin called Bush on
Monday and spoke with him
for about 25 minutes, urging
the President to recognise his
government.

"Il had a long talk with
Ycitsin today,” Bush told re-
poriers on Monday night as he
was about to leave for his Camp
David, Maryland, rctreat to
spend the Christmas holiday.
He declined to elaborate,

The administration officials
said the rclations that have ex-
isted between Washington and
the Sovict Union will be trans-
ferred to Russia. The other re-
publics will be trcated scpa-
rately.

"This is a ncal, clean solu-
tion” to the question of what to
dow with Lhe demise of the

Soviet Union, said onc official.

"We just pick up where we
left off, with a new sct of char-
acters,” he said.

The majority of the nuclear
arms of the Kremlin Military
machine now are under the
control of Russia, and
Secretary of Stale James
Baker's recent trip there has
satisfied Bush's concerns about
the weapons.

Administration officials said
the United States decided to
accepl the incvilable and will
begin formally recognising the

independence of other former

Soviet Republics as well.

The process will vastly
complicale fun:l%n policy-mak-
ing, raising the likclihood that

Washingion will have Lo deal
with as many as 12 govern-
ments where it previously
dealt with one.

Washington also is expected
to grant rccognition to
Ukraine, Kazakhstan and
Byelorussia - all nuclear -
armed states - as well as to

o ot

e

White House spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater to
he expected there would be an
international conference in
Washingtlon in January to co-
ordinate worldwide relief ef-
forts, despitc the of
some countrics, particularly
France.

He said Washington was
consulting with a number of
countrics around the world -
European, Asian and Middle
Eastern about the
President’s proposal for an in-
ternational conference on aid
to the Soviet Union.

"We're certain there will be
a conlerence and there are any
number of positive responses,”
he said.

“The conditions and situa-
tion there are so complex,
there is so much money going
in there for so many d nt
reasons, | think most every-
body agrees there needs to be
some form of coordinations,”
he said.

JERUSALEM : Santa Claus gives candies to Palestinian children on a street in East
Jerusalem Monday. The Arab population in Israel and in the occupied territories is mainly

of Muslim denomination but part is also Christian denomination.

—AFP/UNB photo

—

Shelling of Earliament building on

Fierce fighting in Thilisi

TBILISI (Georgia), Dec 24
Opposition forces shelled the
Georgian parliament buillding
again Tuesday and oflicials put
the death toll at 30 in nearly
three days of fierce fighting in
the capital of the former Sovict
republic, reports AP.

Alter a night of sporadic
street fighting, heavy fire was
exchanged in central Tbilisi
between rebels an backers of
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia,
whom the opposition accusces
of dictatorial excesses.

GCamsakhurdia's troops were
firing from insidc Government
House, the parllament, at rebel
National Guardsmen who sur-
rounded the huge, tcrraced
building on Rustavell Avenue,
the capilal's main thorough-
farc.

The six-lanc, trec-lined
strect was packed with troops
and pcople walching the bat-
tle,

The Georglan lHealth
Minisiry said Tuecsday that 30
people have been killed and

_ Dm;ge

LONDON, Dec 24 : Soviet
President Mikhatl Gorbachev
has ruled out a military coup in
the Soviet Union and said the
only danger comes’ [rom the
streets,’ reports BDBC quoting
Tass, says PT1.

In an interview published in
he said he did not regard Lhe
signing of the commonwealth

agreemenl as a coup delat.

‘One political system is be-
ing replaced by another system
which has fts own laws of dc-
velopment and existence,” he
said

‘I am convinced that a mili-

SHAGLAWA, Northern Iraq,
Dec 24 : The Kurdistan Front,
an umbrella p for cight
Kurdish partics, has decided
to send a delegation to
Baghdad in a last bid for a
compromise o end a painful
economic blockadc, a Kurdish
official said Monday, reports
AP.

Dr Kemal Fuad the chief
representative of the Patriotic
Unton of Kurdistan, said in this
northern Iragl town thal the
decision had been taken unan-
imously at a meeting held In

Khaltfan on Sunday.

¢ have decided 0 re-
spond to the | { and
send the Enrzinuunn
Commiiter for the last time o
o go and see whal
Irmq s to do about Iifting

the . e said.

He said the delegation o be

250 injurced in the fighting,

Gamsakhurdia and his wilc
were inside Governmenl
House, the Tass news agency
said, quoting Georgian Foreign
Minister Murman Omanidazc.

The opposilion [fire came
from the llotel Thilisi, its
hcadquarters, and from the
Communications Ministry
building. which the opposition
has taken over.

Fighting broke out carly
Sunday aller a week of increas-
ing tension and slreet
demonstralions.

The fighting is a resurgence
of the power struggle that par-
alyzed Georgia throughout
much of Secptember and
October. The opposition a
loose coalition ol democratic
reform groups, former mem-
bers of Gamskhurdia's gov-
ernment and rebel National
Guardsmen s demanding the
president’'s resignation.

They say that Gamsak hurdia
started acting like a diclator
aflter winning an overwhelming

r comes from
streets : Gorbachev

tary coup Is out of the gques-
tion. Neither will the people
accept ., nor the army agrec
to IL

“The only danger is from
the streets. I discontented
people take to Lthe strects, and
political prostitutes and specu-
lators urge them on.’

Gorbachev said he did not
belteve in the conception of
the commonwealth.

There exisl greal dangers
connected with two maltlers
the dismemberment of the
country and the clucidation of
citizecnship issues. It is still not
clear whether this is an al-

liance or a scparation.’

sent shortly “will not stay In
Baghdad for more than a weck
this time.” The Coordination
Commitiee has unsuccessfully

negotiated an end to the
blockade scveral times in the
past.

Iraq stopped sending food
and fuel 1o Kurdish arcas, sus-
municipal services and

alted wage payments Lo
Kurdish civil servants n
November. The steps have

spurred acute fucl shoriages
with gasoline prices rising

gn oing harassmenl of
Hurdljm scitlements also has
causcd at least 200,000 :
to flee seillements near
towns of Sulaymaniyah and
Irbil, reports said.
Intermittent shelling and
the economic blockade were

generally seen as an lragl

victory in presidential clcc-

tions in May.

The current ting ignited
alley Georgia refused to join
the Commonwealth of
independent States that is re-
placing the Soviet Union. It
was the only one of the 12 re-
maining rcpublics not to join.

Georgia, a small nation nes-
tled in the steep Caucasus
Mountains, hislorically has
been fiercely independent.

Gamsakhurdia’'s opponents
accusc him of closing newspa-
pers, stifling the Ossctlian
ethnic minority in northern
Georgia and refusing to releasc
political prisoners. The United

Stales also accuscs
Gamsakhurdia of human rights
abuscs

In an interview with Dritish
Jroadcasting Corporation on
Monday, Gamsakhurdia said he
was willing to share power
with opposition leaders but
said "they do not want negotia-
tions.

He Natly rejected opposi-
tion calls for his resignation.
Omanidze told Tass Lhat
Camsakhurdia does not plan o
lcave the parliament buiflding.

GCamsakhurdia also told
BBC he was not opposed 1o
jeining the new
Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent Stales proclaimed
Saturday by the other 11
Soviel republics.

Tass said-Thilisi Airport was
nlh::'phm from Moscow
to . butl not to take off
again

Turkish forces
kill 11 Kurds

ANKARA, Dec 24 : Security
forces killed 1] rebels of the
Kurdish Workers Party PKK in
soulheastern Turkey. Lthe se-
mi-offictal Anatolia News Agen-
cy reported yeslerday, says
Xinhua

o forve Lhe Kurds
concessions on Lheir
demands in the deadlocked
talks for autonomy.

If the Iragl ment Wis
the blockade, Kurdish officials
would consider resuming the
Fuad said

str

§
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8 Harijans
killed in
Gaya

GCAYA, Dec 24 @ At least
cight Harijans were killed in
two scparate incidents by un-
known miscreants in G dis-
trict last night, the Dig police,
Niaz Ahmed said, reports PTI.

Four persons were killed in
the Mel village under Belaganj
police station, while four
others were killed in the
Barshima village under Tegari
police station, Ahmed said.

Senior district officials have
rushed to the two villages.

Miyazawa to
visit Seoul
from Jan 16

SEOUL, Dec 24 , Japanese
Prime Minister Kiichi Miya-
zawa will visit Seoul from
January 16-18 al the invitation
of the South Korean govern-
ment, a Presidential spokes-
man announced today, rcports
Reuter.

He will meet South Korean
President Roh Taec-Woo twice
to exchange views on world
and, in particular, Northeast
Asian dcvelopments, Presi-
dential spokesman Kim Hak-
Joon said. lle gave no further
details.

"Iis visit here will give a
.major new impetus to consoli-
dating tics of fricndship and
cooperation between the two
nations,” Kim said.

The visit will be Miyazawa's
first overscas trio since he be-
came Prime Minister in Early,
November. His predecessor,
Toshiki Kailu, visited Scoul last

January.
Sobhraj to
write novel

on Rajiv

assassination

NEW DELIIlI, Decc 24
Convicled murderer and al-
lcged mass killer Charles
Sobhraj is planning to wrile a
novel basced on the assassina-
tion of former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi, the Indian
Express said today, reports
AFP.

"My novel is going lo be a
fictional account of the Rajiv
Gandhi assassinaltion,” the
newspaper quoled Sobhraj, 46,
as saying in an interview dur-
ing a court ballle for a vita-
min-rich meat dict in prison.

The Vietnamesec-born
Frenchman has becn reading
“all the books he can” on
Gandhi, who was assassinated

| by a woman suicide-bomber at

an election rally in southern
India may 21, The Express
said.

The Saigon-born Sobhraj,
sought by authorities in 10
countrics for a string of tourist
murdcrs, drug-peddling and
armed robbery, is serving a life
senicnee in India for murder-
ing an Isracli tlourist in 1983,

Armed with a stack of legal
books, Sobhraj appcared be-
fore a judge Monday to plead
his casc for a non-vegetartan
diet in Tihar Central Jail, say-
ing prison authoritics had ig-
nored an almost ycar-old court
order that he be given meat to
cal al his own expuense.

Maxwell’s son
resigns from
Daily News

NEW YORK, Dec 24: The
son ol the late Tycoon Robert
Maxwell, Kevin, resigned as
chairman and publisher ol New
York's Daily News. His [ather
bought lcss than a year ago, Lhe
ncwspaper salid on Monday,
rcporis Reuter.

His brother, lan, also re-
signed from the board, the pa-
per said. Both resignations
take effect on January 1.

Kevin Maxwell, 32, ook
control of the newspaper afler
his [athcr's mysterious death
overboard his yacht on
November 5. Since then,
Maxwell's vast publishing em-
pire has all but collapsed un-
der Nive billion dollars in debt.

The Daily News, one of the
largest circulation papers in
the United States, filed for
bankrupicy pretection earlier
this month.

Kurds to give Baghdad last chance

eratc Kurdish leader Massoud
Barzani. the chicl negotiator in

the autonomy lalks.
AFP adds from Daghdad :
iraq is prepared to compro-

misc on a UN resolution -
it o scll a limited supply of
ofl, Ofl Minister Ossama Al-
Hit disclosed Monday .
"An interim agreement of

be feastble to be pumped

within the period specified by
the Unfted Nations. Thal's one
yeur”, Hitti told AFP Monday.

While 111ty spoke of a year,
the United Nattons Security

Counctl resolution limits Iragl
ofl sales to a value of 1.8 billion

|

Off the Record

Satyayjit's thirst yet
to be quenched

CALRUTTA : Cine director
Satyajit Ray, who was chosen
for the prestigious honorary
Oscar this ycar, fecls that he
s "more than satisfied” with
his achievements but his
thirst for making good films
is yet to be quenched,
reports PTI.

The 70-year-old direcior,
who exploded into the film
world way back in 1955 with
the brilliant "pather panchali”
told PTI in an interview : “]
am absolutely enthralled by
the shecr process of film
making and the enjoyment
lhhnt I :cnvc from my work is
what kecps me ing as a
film maker”. e

Ray, who hopes to travel
to Hollywood to receive Oscar
in March, said winning Oscar

was Lhe climax because it Is the

The Berily Sbar 5

T —

cquivalent of the Nobel Prize
for a film maker and one cannotl go beyond that.”

e
Where is the
: ll‘ !'l ?

LAKE ST. LOUIS : Pornographic movic cxperience doesn't
exactly look good on an application for police chief, but it's
not stopping Suzi Wahl, rcports AP,

If there's a contradiction, she docsn't see it

"Just because a woman is beautiful and allows you to look at

that beauty, docs not mean that she's not qualified to do mil-
lions of other jobs that require brains,” Ms Wahl said.

Law cnforcement is my background,” she said. "1 en

joy it."

City administrator Ron Nelson will choose the new police
chief carly next year. le said all applications will be consid-

ered seriously — even Ms Wahl's.

Police raided her sex-video business this fall in Lake St
lLouis, a town of 7,500 ncar St. Louis, but did more damage to

themsclves, Four deputies ended up resigning, and Police

CHef John Selby lost his job.

Carnations instead
of tickets

WELLINGTON : Ncw Zealand traffic police, much maligned
like their colleagucs around the world, awarded carnations
instcad of tickcts to motorists Monday as a way of thanking
will — behaved drivers, reports Reuter.

As a Christmas good will gesture, traffic officers stopped
motorists and gave them a carnation.

Senior Scrgeant Paul Kennedy said : "too often we are do-
ing something about people who do things wrong on the road.
Today's the day for those who are driving salfely.”

Kuwaiti X-mas gift
for US tots

WASIIINGTON : In what he described as a gesture of sin-

cere gratitude and good will, the Kuwaiti Ambassader to the
United Stales gave 100,000 dollars to an American cha

that

purchases and distributes toys
the Christmas scason, rcports USIS.

for necdy children during

At a briefl December 19 ceremony during which he -
sented Lthc check “on behalfl of the people and EhiHl"‘l‘.":r:If
Kuwait” to the US marine corps rescrves’ "toys for tols” pro-

gramme Shaikh Saud Nasir Al-Sabah said the donation "is an

the United States™.

again.

indication of what the people of Kuwait feel in their hearts for

MANILA : Philippines President Corazon Aquine sings a
song during a farewell Christmas party for journalists at
the Malacanang Presidential Palace Monday. In a shightly

1t-of-tune voice singing for the first time in publie,
Aquino sang "I'll never run again. | was just good for
snap elections” to the tune of the pop song "I'll never smile

—AFP/UNB photo

Clashes claim 28 in Lanka

COLOMBO, Dec 24
Seventeen Tamil rebels and 1]
Sri Lankan vernment sol-
diers died in ficree Rghting in

Ilhh:h northern junglcs on

Tuesday, a military spokcsman
sald, reports Reuter.

"It s developing Into a ma-
jor confrontation.” Colonel

for concti

Iraq rejected the measure,
adopted last August, a year
afller s invasion of Kuwait, as
an affront to ils sovereignty.

“I think that (resolution)
708 ought o be discussed
again®, Hitti said during an
exhibition to show Iraq's
progress Iin repairing war-

ofl factlities.

"I think that the UN should
its best to make it work-

Saralh Munasinghc told re-
portt"l‘l.

Four soldicrs were woundoc
in the clash, Munasinghe said.

He said 150 more roops
had been rushed to Mullaitiva
district where soldiers werc
battling the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eclam

liation

documents circulated Monday .

In a letter to the Uniled
Nations, Ahmad Hussein cited
an October 4 news conlerence
by President Dush and a New
York Times report ol
December 11 to support his
contention that Washington is
trying to foment a military
coup |

The New York Times
said that the US joint chicls
stall were reviewing eplions
‘prepare the United States for
a situation in which key offi-
sers in lraq's armed forces
might request support from
Washington In an attempt to
scize power [rom President
Saddam Hussein.”

The article said two options
were under consideration - one
in which a coup atiempl
bogged down and US assis-

tance was requested.




