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Spell it out to Yangon

Saturday's raid across the Bangladesh-Myanmar
border in which Myanman troops killed two
Bangladeshis and walked ol with a considerable
amount of arms and ammunition from a Bang-
ladesh Rifles (BDR) oulpost, was possibly the
most serious incident ol its kind in that region
for a long time. As such, its implications for
Dhaka-Yangon bilateral relations cannot be over-
estimated. True, it is incumbent upon both par-
ties not to "blow it out of proportions”, as foreign
minister Col ASM Mustalizur Rahman said during
a press conlference on Sunday, but we can hardly
remain silent over il either, given the nature of
the incident and all the uneasy facts it high-

ted
- belween Bangladesh

The relationsh ip and

has been such that ong would not have

expected any such behavior from Myanman [orces
which was a blatant violation of Bangladesh's

sovereignty and terrilorial integrity.
Il we were (0 go by oflicial pronouncements on
state of bilateral aflairs, then we would
have been more than alarmists had we dared to
anticipate such a turn of events. But it has hap-
pened and while press reports of a troops build-
up across the may yet tum out to be ex-
aggerated. there Is no denying that something is

not quiet right across the Nal river.

The fon the government has Lo ask itsell
— and the answers (0 — is, what lay behind
this sudden nose-dive in relations. Did some
rogue commander suddenly get bloody-minded
and decided on a small  bit of adventure by steal-
ing a few Ba i weapons ? Or was the at-
tack part of something altogether more planned
and sinister ? Whatever it was the government
has to find it. and confront the military junta in
Yangon with it. We take the expression of "serious
concern” as a logical [irst step, butl that now has
to be followed up with diplomatic contacts on the
one hand, and defence vigilance along the border
on the other. The foreign ministry's demands for
return of the weapons, a hall to troops build-up
and tion for the loss of lives sullered by
Bangladesh are not only justifiable, they are the
minimum any country could ask.

This particular job will not be easy, since we
are well aware of the brutal nature of Myanmar's

military authorities. The government

ore has to be forthright and tough in its
dealings with Yangon. Judging by the way General
Saw Maung and his cronies deal with their own
people, it is quite obvious we can expect little re-
sujt by exclusive reliance on reason and hope.
Our national interest in the region has to be
spelt out in no uncertain terms to the Myanmar
authorities, who will also have to be reminded
forcefully that they are expected to abide by all
the agreements they have singed with
desh, including the 1978 border agree-
and the recent agreement on the repatria-
tion of the 50,000 Rohyngas who fled to

mﬂkﬂh during the past f[ew months.
government needs to re-think in its stated
policy on the Rohynga issue, since repatriation is

the only short-term solution that is wholly in
Bangladesh's interest. The exisience of so many
thousand politically-motivated and possibly armed
refugees from a foreign counfry in Bangladesh
could pose a serious threat to social harmony and
stability in the Chiltagong region if they re-
mained for long.

‘But, along with the process of repatriation,
Bangladesh now has to take the issue up at inter-
national forums with vigour to ensure interna-
Uonal scrutiny of how returning Rohyngas are
trealed by Yangon. Bangladesh must insist that
the United Nalions take a special interest in the
aflair, because as a politically and economically
under-developed country, we cannotl, and must
nol be expecled to. shoulider this burden alone.

Passing away of an
Academic Leader

Although dying at 72 cannot quite be termed as
premature — for Dr M N Huda, who had always
been a smart bright youngish man in spite of be-
ing a prolessional heavyweight all the time since
1949, it was indeed so. He died of a massive
heart attack on Sunday. Our sense of grief harked
us back to the memories of many good things he
did although he always tried never Lo trudge be-
- yond his province.

Although Dr Ayer — whose love of Dhaka had a
shining testament in the naming of his Madras
home as the Dhaka House—stayed back with
Dhaka Untversity for some years past the parti-
Uon of the subcontinent, it fell on the young
Reader joining in '49 (o hold together the Econo-
mics Department— and take it to something (0 be
reckoned with. Thus started the stay of a leader-
ship that withstood the advent of the analytic
economies rather than the largely descriptive.
one which Huda, the Cornellian, represented.

It was under his leadership that the Pakistan
Economic Association was born — and that was a
very importiant link in the chain of events that re-
sulled in the birth of Bangladesh. It was on (his
platform that the Bengali firebrand economists
put on a firm unshakable foundation the 'Two
Economy' theory, thus sowing the first effective
seeds of Pakislan's falling apart.

This penchant [or leadership made non-aca-
demics to look forward to him with anticipation
whenever there was any important gap to be
manned. That explains his becoming a finance
minister twice and then even the Vice President
of the new state without being ever being in-
volved in any rat-race for top jobs.

His death is premature in another respect. His
teacher at DU, Dr Samar Ranjan Sen, was the
other day in town o join in the celebrations of
the Gandaria Mahila Jubilee which had been
founded by his illustrious mother Srimati Asha
Late Sen. The teacher lives on at 76 as actively as
_ever and the pupi]l now is gone — a very worthy
Jpupil and a very worthy man.

Our heartfelt condolences Lo Mrs. Qulsum Huda
and the rest of the family.
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tiations until December 9. It
said it would be in Washington
for starting the negotiations
from December 9. The idea
behind was to tell the US that
it could not diclate terms. It
was indeed a long distance

to the US that during
the pcace talks which may
spread over not only months
but years, it could not decide
things for Isracl. Washington
took the hint and did not in-
sist on anything. It left the
matters (o the negotiating

parties. So far so good. But the
world knows how much Israel

for e

The Arubs showed up sl the
State Department at
Washingion In time for
December 4 negotiations but
found the lsracll chair empty.
However,
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Bumpy Resumption

Finally, on December 10 the
negoliations resumed but
“resumed bumpily’. The
Syrians and the Lebanese sat
scparaicly with the Isracl del-
cgation and had some discus-
sions bul procedural wrangle
on whe ther Palestinians should
meet L lsracks separately in-
stead of
Palestinian delegation dis-
rupted the Isracli-Palestinian
talk. The question was
whether lsrael would accept
Palestinians as a separate en
tity. Isracl "wants to avoid any
appearance ol ncgotiating with
an indcpendent Palestintan en-

the Arabs took t™»

Joint Jordanian- .

Aty learing that could could set
a procedent for the creation of
o Palestinian state.”
Palestinians, howover, felt that
Israc! wants to blur the exis-
tence of a sceparate Palestintan
nation by insisting on talks in
one room with ﬂ:nj:l dele-

jon." They “two-
t.:::h' negotiation which, ae-
cording to them, was also a
part ol the understanding
given by the US in their invita-
tion lelter before the confer-
ence. They, however, did not
want ‘splitting entirely”. They
wanied only loken Jordanian

SPOTLIGHT ON MIDDLE EAST

Muslehuddin Ahmad

presence in the delegation to
conform (o the peace talks
conditions and sil in a separate
room to negotiate with israel.
Similarly Jordanian delegation
could also have one or two
Palestinians to preserve the
characicr of the joint delega-
ilon. Palestindans insisted that
“we call ourselves a joint dele-
gation, bul we have two sepa-
rate national entitics, two scp-
arale concerns.” Palestinians
are right in a way that joint
delegation means two separate
entities joined together — it s
definttely not one. Bul the
Israclis saw Lthe problem in a
different way. They “see the
solution of the Palestinian
problem in the context of

-

sponsor now as the Soviet
people have lost their great

country, a su , In the

power-[ight between

Gorbachev and ﬂ" other-

wise the entire process

may come to a halt
Confined to Corridor
So far as W

talk between Israel and
Palestinians in concerned, 1t
remained confined to the State
Department corridor, occa-
sionally helped the con-
cerned officials of the State

t and never reached
the negotiating Lable. Still,
when even the corridor ex-

‘changes ended, both sides re-

Jordan and not in a scparate mained hopeful and agreed to

Baker Away to Moscow: Washington Peace Talks

peace and not about with-
drawal. The Syrian representa-
tive angrily remarked Lhal the
lsracis do not have to word

their dic-

Syrian diplomats refused to
cnier an elevator with an
Isracli diplomal. So there was
nothing from Isracli-Syrian
front also.
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optimistic about any
quick results, bul there is
room for negotiations.

One of the main reasons for
latlure of the Washington talk
was Lhe absence of the master
of the céremony — James
Baker who was away in
Moscow (o have the last

of the Soviet Union

Boris Yeltsin eould f-

nally destroy 1. Though
President Bush was aware of
the situations in the peace
lalks and indecd expressed
dissatisfactions al the results,
he was preoccupied
with the domestic affairs.
Domestic mallers are un-
doubtedly. very important dur-
ing the presidential election
time, bul there is no doubt
that some good success in the

Middle East peace prodess will
make the election task easter

T'wenty-seven Years on, Banda Tries to out-Moi Moi

by Keith Somerville

LONE among the siates
of eastern and southern
Africa, Malawi scems
unaffected by the fervour for
greater democracy and. the
end of single-party rule. Even
President Danicl arap Moi of
Kenya has bowed to domestic
and foreign pressure and
agreed to repeal the constitu-
tional clause prohibiting
parties other than his own.
The position is- nothing new
for enigmalic, autocratic Lifc
President Kamuzu Banda of
Malawi. lic has built his career
on idiosyncratic policics. For
nearly three decades he was a
pariah among southern Alrican
slates because of his warm re-
lations with the white minority
governmenl in South Africa.
Malawi is now surrounded
by states which are either al-
ready multiparty (like Zambia
and Mozambique) or in the

process of reform (like
Tanzania). .
One of his partners in the

nationalist light against the
Central Alfrican Federation in
the late Fifties and carly
Sixties, Kenneth Kaunda, has
been swept from power by the
people of Zambia. And cven
staunchly pro-one party
President Robert Mugabe of
Zimbabwe has renounced the
institutionalisation of the sin-
gle party sysicm.

At the Commonwcalth
summit in Zimbabwe last
October, which was dominated
by discussions of the extension
of democracy and the estab-
lishmenl of “good governance.”
Banda turncd a blind eye and a

Resistance to multi-partyism is as strong as ever in the Malawi of Life President Kumuzu
Banda. As so often in the past, he stands politically almost alone in his region of Africa,
conducting foreign and domestic policy in his own idiosyncratic way, Yet reform is taking
place in all the countries around hun and the pressures on Banda grow.
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Malawi power—holders' Hastings Banda and John Tembo

deaf car.

lic also showed at the con-
lerence just how old and fradl
hc was. Al the public opening,
he stumbled and had lo be
helped Lo his fect by his presi-
dential collcagues.

He playcd little part in the
discussions in larare and
returned to Malawi saying the

Commonwealth sununit had
becn the best he had atiended
because it was not dominated
by condemnauon of South
Alrica.

Banda ignored the summit
focus on democracy and
insicad sought o convince Ma-
lawians that the Common-
wealth had finally come round

address.
Mourning and
tributes

Sir, With the advent of the

| month of December we sce a

competition for paying tributes
to the martyrs of the libcration
war especially to be martyred
intellectuals. In the media
specially the electronic media
we have been sceing a sct of
social organisations and intel-
lectuals paying glowifg
tributes to a scction of the
martyrs for the last
years.This year also it was no
exception and these countrics

| appeared on the media with

the same merchandise of
like cigaretle
bullet shell,
I case, hose etc. To

lighter, empty
torchligh

| shed " crocodile tears” in
| memory of the same particular

section of martyrs and try to
tickle the sentiment of the
nation. The government has
also joined hands and declared
two lestival bonuses 1o 3578
familic:: of martyred and crip-
pled freedom fighters.

Since the liberation of
Bangladesh, we have been kept
us remained, day in and day
out, that three million pcople
gave their lives during the lib-
cration war and hundreds of
thousands were crippled ‘and
injured. Were then these three
million people minus those
mentioned in the preceding
magrl h, non-cntitles, who

no lamilies/relations to be
favoured for their be-
ing"shaheed” or crippled in
the liberation war?

All  killings. are painful.
Without any aspersion and with
all regards to the memory of

19"

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

these who dicd during the
libcration war, it can casily be
said that the kilhngs that arc
taking place on the campuscs
or in the namc of politics
througnout the country now
are ng less painful to the vie-
tims’ rclatives. Who will mourn
these victims?

Instead ol going overboard
in gricl during the month of
December and projecting the
memory ol a few martyrs, let
us takce a hard look and try to
dg something tangible to fm-
prove the socio-economic
condilion of the nation, that
will automatically benefit the
people as a whole along with
the famili¢s of those who laid
their lives for the nation.

SA Moazzam
Dhaka

ICB and small .
investors

Sir, Mr. Abu Ahmed cor:
rectly nointed oul some of the
facts of "ICH failing to retain
small investors” in you datly
on December 14. | am glad
that such things are coming up
in your ecsteemed daily. 1 am
giving some morce fact of pre-
senl sick position of ICH,
which | experienced having an
ICB investor's account.If you

kindly take some pains 1o

scnd sdme representative to
.ake interview of ICB
Execulive some more facts
may come to the public. | am
giving some of my personal
expericnces: —

Presently ‘the ICB has been
suffering from poor manage-

ment. Aboul a decade ago it
was a sound organisation [or
small investors, producing very
good and cffective services to
them. About 2/3 years back
services deleriorated and
then an account holder had to
wail for weeks and visit 3/4

limes onlv 1o g0t an account
statement. Presenl position is
however, little bit better than

whal was prevailing 2/3 ycars
back.

There are some gross  fr-
regularitics  with ICB and for
which the account holders arc
to suffer. Right shares pur-
chased against any account
holder are recorded in the
book after few ycars [not
months) of allotment with in-
terest debited against the ac-
count solder. The loss sus-
lained due to negligence of ICB
personnel is realised from the
account holders, irrespective
of one having sufTicient credit
balance o meet the cost of the
sharcs. In one case for four
right shares of Tk 400/= a sum
of Tk 212/ was dcbiled as in-
lerest, when | had nearly Tk
4.750 —as credit  balance.
There are similar other cases
of such intcrest realisation due
to recording the transaction
after lapse of a long period
[rom its allocation,

There are some institu-
tional defects in maintaining
the account and DPort-folio of
sharcs/units, Any share ac-
crued by way of "Bonus” or
transferred from any other ac-
count will not come under fi-
nancial statements ( having no
[inancial transaction) and no
record in Port-folio. It hap-
pcned with my account for
Bonus share of National Tea Co.
Similarly if any dividend is not
recorded against any account
by mistake or for any other
rcason the account holder is
deprived of the dividend.

Present "uplodate” record-
ing is ncarly 4-56 months be-
hind the date. Dividends of
Units /ICB M Fund are yet (o

o his view on South Africa by
concenirating on hopes of
dialoguc rather discussing
sanction.

Al the Malawi Congress
Party (MCP) conference in
Seplember in the northern
town of Nzuzu, Banda had
writicn ofl any ideas of politi-
cal rcform and said the coun-
iry was conlent with
sysicm currenily in operation.

lic said the same thing at
the beginning of December
whcen he opened Parliament.
in the cyes of the Malawian
people the MCP “deltvered the
goods.” The Malawian media
reported these comments
wilhout any suggestion of mul-
tipartyism, although some re-
ports said that Banda had told
MPs 0 debate multipartyism
once and for all and prove that
it was nol wanted in Malawi.

l3anda sustains thig position
because of the way he has suc-
cesslully destroyed all domes-
lic opposition, put out of ae-
tion many opponents in exile,
and forced other exiled politi-
cians Lo do lfttle more than
make perfodic token protests
to DBritain and other aid donors
over Malawi's lack of political
and individual frecdoms.

bc¢ recorded. Any debit  bal-
ance due to such non-record-
ing will not be exempted from
intcrest. 1CB does not pay any
benefit to credit balance of
heavy amount for
months/years but charges in-
lerest on even a very small
amount for even a week.

Md. Sirajul Huq
Mohammadpur, Dhaka.

To contain corruption

Sir, It is correct that a sec-
tion of “the c¢lite is the chief
beneficiary of corruption.”
Metaphorically speaking soci-
ety is like a big fish. Like in
case of a fish the decaying pro-
cess of the socicly starts from
the head and rest of the body
decays gradualiy

In Ershad'’s regime, we have

-seen how corruption had caten

the vital of our social fabric and
vicious circle of poverty and
greed gripped the whole na-
tion. Because of corruption,
people become more and more
poor and their desire to sur-
vive make them more and
more corrupt. :
Every one is asking ques-
tion as to what would be the
antidote for thc curse of cor-
ruption ? According, to me (1)
the parliament should cstab-
lish the office of Ombudsman
in accordance with Article 77
of the Constitution while pro-
vision should be made so that
(2) all Government, semi
Government and autonomous
bodies should supply informa-
tions from the respective [ile
to the aggrieved party to [actlf-
late them to get proper re-
dress in the court of law and
(3) person or persons respon-
sible for any loss to an ag-

grieved pcrson must pay dam-
ages [romh his/their own

pocket.

M. Saleem Ullah
Advocaile

Motfjheel C/A. Dhaka.

the.

| ime, we cannot disregard

PMartly because of the ¢ -
sion of all Iun-lgnoru
and Lthe deilention of any local
oncs who dare report what i
really going on, Malawians are
poorly about what is
going on c¢lsewhere In Alrica
and cven worse informed about
their own country. The press
recports nothing without
Banda's sanction.

So il s hard to tell whether
any pro-democ movement
has Laken rnnll.‘c’l%: ruthless
and cilicient way Danda roots
oul all polential sources of
criticism, his intelligence

service, police spectal branch
unit and the informer network
operatling through the Young
Pioneers, the youth paramili-
taries of the ruling party, all
ncutralise opposition.

Banda and his immediate
political lieutenants, John
Tembo and Cecilia Kadzamira,
who is known as the Official
Hosless, are quick to crush any
doubters or dissidents among
the upper echelons of the

party and government appara-
tus. '

Ministers are shifled be-
iween portiolios with amazing
regularity to prevent them
gaining institutional power
‘bascs. Real exccutive power
lies with the senior civil ser-
vants — notably the permanent
sccretarfes. ¢y arc hand-
picked by Banda.

In the early ycars of indc-
pendence, Banda kcpt the
senjor civil service jobs in the
hands of expalrialcs, who
would do his bidding without
developing political ambitions.

As Africans gradually
replaced Europcans, Banda

used his patronage — and Lhe

OPINION
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Let's Sing
It is in the fitness of tradi-
tion that li;e.luulmkl;ﬂ[::
e i e Ge Dot
of basking in the imelight in
national A’hln due to. ex-
posure of their noble and ex-
acting profession. At the mﬂu

cementing contributions from
the other professions, which

Pllﬂhl!tlmmhhm.

The job of the ticians is
to coordinate all the efiprts
towards a balanced develop-
ment of the nation, as the run-
ning of the country is en-
trusted to them.

This sacred trust has to be

.| borne by the politicians with a
| dedication which the

lay citi-
zens can heh‘::I h'.lmtl'nlr guts,
without ob to

hthlhtﬂﬂKup

The spectacle we see
around us today is one of dis-
may and uncertainty. Slogans,
such as ' cannot be
seen or felt, but, like electric-
ity, its effects can be seen.
What do we see?

This question should first
hpthth:rul':l\fvm.nrh
the Opposition? this fssue
should become a question at
all? It indicates a certain elu-
sive uncertainty. Therefore the

in Chorus

be there (any party or parties).
Therefore there is a great

threat of its removal — (0 build

e
to and
ﬁ:ﬂ:hﬂhgﬂiwmd

most important post
was Lhat of Sccrctary to the
Office of the President and the
mnhhwl.m
moulhpiece and executor of
Banda’s policies, he was a key
player.

The sudden sacking of the
wezl, indicates tension within
the ruling group. In the past
this tension has been evident
within the police which has
had lr!pltlturmw:rnfln-

-gcnerals, and between
army and the police. !

But the firing of Malawezi
for "dishonesty, disloyalty and
fadling 10 set a good cxample as
head of the civil service”
reveals conflict at the highest
level. The charge of - "
is generally translated in
Malawi as dircct opposition o
the policies of the President.

Tﬁ mosl likely cause of

. disagreement now is with

Banda's attempts to eling to
the one-party sysiem, Zambia
having demonsirated the per-
ils of resisting change (o the
last. :
Earlier this

opposition, but now he is try-
ing to out-Moi Mol by fighting
change, secking to ignore
donor pressurc and continuing
lo destroy his opponents.

Banda is old, increa
weak and more mm
the power of Tembo and
Kadzamira, who is his niecc.
He may not have the stamina
for the fight. And when he
gocs, sys
cither by popular demand or as
Tembo and Kadzamira seck
legitimacy through reform.

— GEMINI NEWS

KEITI] SOMERVILLE is a
writer and broadcaster on

deal of responsibility in the
constructive role expected to
be played by the opposition,
es during the nascent
period. actions of
might affect the nation for
years to come,

We are engulfed in the
mood of the moment, and ex-
pect too much too soon from
the new Government, may be
simple because it has greater
responasfbility, and carry the
hopes and aspirations of the
nation.

There could ‘be cruelty in
kindness. It is the duty of the
voters to ensure that they (the
voters) are not accused of




