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Russia wants political
solution to Afghan issue

ISLAMABAD, Dec 22: Vice-
President of the Russian feder-
ation Aléxander Rutskoi said
here today Russia intends to
facilitate a peaceful political
settlement in Afghanistan, re-
ports Xinhua.

Addressing a press confer-
ence before his departure for
Kabul at the end of a 4-day visit
to Pakistan, Rutskoi said the
Alfghanistan issue should be
s0 based on the [ive-point
peace plan initiated by the UN

Secretary General in May this -

year.
He said Russia and Pakistan
Lo rate with ecach

agreed to coope
other for the promotion of the

ubﬁthve.
tskoi, who came aller a
visit to iran, said he had meet-
ings with the Presidents of
Iran and Pakistan and both the
countries were committed to a
B political settlement of
e problem, calling for con-
crete actions to be taken to
this end.
He staled that the Islamic
transitional government as

l"rctd upon between

Mujahideen leaders and Soviet
leaders during their Moscow
talks in November should be
established in Afghanistan and
later elections and referendum
could be held for a permanent
government there.

The Russian leader, who had
also had talks with Afghan
Mujahideen Ileaders in
Islamabad, said the Afghan

people should be left to decide

themselves their own future
through an inter-Afghan dia-
logue. :

Four opposition guardsmen
were shot outside Government
House by Gamsakhurdia's
troops and died instantly, the
agency said.

Scveral people trying to re-
move their bodies from
Tbilisi's main street were
wounded, Iprinda said. "After
that, a real armed fight
started,” it said.

Georgian Radio reported
that Deputy Interior Minister
Ramon Gventsdze was among
those injured, but gave no de-
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Troops

PHNOM PENH, Dec 22 :
- Cambodia’'s army and police
reestablished a firm grip over
the capital today after demon-
strations turned violent and
left at least three people dead,
reports AFP.

The process of peace in
Cambodia appeared to be seri-
ously set back by the unrest,
which promipted a curfew and
the cancellation of all visits by
foreign dignitaries through the
end of the ;
© "The ﬂcrl:lr. the turmoil of
Saturday will certainly delay

Former Pak Chief

Justice dead

LAHORE, Dec 22 : Former
Chiel Justice of Pakistan's
Supreme Court AR Cornelius
died here Saturday aged 90,
reports AFP.

Cornelius was one of the few
Christians who rose to high of-
fice in Pakistan, whose ula-
tion is 95 per cent Musiim.

He leaves behind two sons,

both of whom recently tried

vainly to persuade him lo join
them in the United States.

the process of the peace plan,”
Foreign Minister Hor
Namhong told reporters.

Khmer Rouge leader Khieu
Samphan and Son Sen were
forced to cancel their second
attempt to return to the capi-
tal because of the unstable sit-
uation, the Phnom Penh gov-
ernment said.

It blamed the violence on
armed subversives bent on
des the government.

Prince Norodom Sihanouk
appealed to Phnom Penh au-
thorities to use only “gentle
persuasion” to restore order.

The weekend's unrest

started :Il a peacecful protest
against corruption by
mnﬁpjm butl turned
violent after police arrested
one medical student and shot
dead another who was de-
manding his release.

By Sunday morning, at least
two more people had been
shot dead and 30 injured.

The students tried to

test again in the morning

t were deterred by a line of
police and warning fire from

automatic weapons.
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Israel detains 30 Palestinians :

Isracli soldiers on Saturday delained 30 Palestinian
supporters of the Islamic fundamentalist Hamas movement in
the occupied West Bank, reports AP Sunday from Jerusalem.

The military

conflirmed that 30 Palestinians were detained

for questioning, but gave no further details.

=

grip over Phnom Penh

Arab reportcrs said Lthe Palestinians were detained after
soldiers raided a Hamas meeling at a vocational training col-

in the occupted West Bank town of Dahiyat el Barid north
o darmentn

At the meeting, masked aclivists marched through the
college with Palestinlan flags and called for armed struggle

Polish cabinet

Prime Minister Jan Olszewskt prescnted his proposed
cabinet to parflament on Saturday, saying its chief task was 1o
pull Poland out of a disastrous recession, reports Reuter
Sunday from Warsaw.

pul forward his linc-up eight weeks after
Poland’s first free post-war parllamentary clections returned
a deeply-fragmented parltament and unlcashed prolonged ar-
guments over cconomic policy.

The Scjm (lower house) votes Monday whether accept or
reject the cabinet. President Lech Walesa was quoted as say-
ing he had chosen an alicrnative candidate to form a govern-
ment il Olszewski's lcam was rejected.

Amnesty Secy-Gen resigns : .

General of Amnesty International, lan Martin, has
res and will lcave his post next year following an
internal row over the future of the human rights organisation,
an Amncsty spokesman said on Salurday, reports Reuter
Sunday from London.

45, lought a lough battle to maintain the London-
based group’s cohesion al a time when it cxpanded fts mem-
bership and widened its human rights :

Amnesty spokesman Richard Reoch said Martin had de-
feated the challenge 10 his authority but was quitting because
he felt tired oul by the struggle.

OAS special envoy in Haiti : .

Organisation of Amcrican Statcs special envoy arrived

in Haiti on Saturday for a new altempt to negotiate
L of ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide,

mmmmcmwmm,-
spend
since

For the past two wecks, Ramirez has been mediating be-
tween the exfled President and parliament on the choice of a
new Prime Minister who would pave the way for Aristide's

retum 0 powcr.

Somali hijack Saudi tanker :
Somali gunmen commandcered a Saudi ofl lanker delivering
an ofl shipment 10 war-tom Somalia 10 days ago and forced it
to sail o Sudan and Saudi Arabia, sources said on
Saturday, rcperts Reuter Sunday from Cairo.

The Saudi-owned sca skipper, a 6,174 t-ton
tanker which flies a Panamanian flag. was hijacked in
Mogadishu harbour by 204 armed men on December 11, the
sources said

The hijackers ordered its indian captain to safl to the
Sudanese Red Sca Port of Port Sudan where they demanded
political asylum in Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt or Canada.

Turkish forces kill five Kurds :

Turkish sccurity forces killed a total of five “terrorist

Assault on women to dissuade

ISLAMABAD, Dec 22
Benazir Bhutto, Pakistan's
former Prime Minister, said

Saturday that attacks against,

her opposition party have be-
Eﬂt sexual in nature, reports
In an interview in her home,
Ms Bhutto bitterly criticized
President Ghulam Ishag Khan
of orchestrating politically
motivated assaults on women

| and mass arrests ol her

workers — all to dissuade her
from politics.

"l fear for my future,” she
said. "Il know the president
would stop at nothing.”

She accused the mostly-
male government of “trying to
appeal to chauvinism with sex-

innuendos and vulgarity.”
She said her male party work-

 ers are taunted for following a

WwWoman.

Ms Bhutto and her mother,
Nusrat, are the only two
women in Pakistan's 207-
member National Assembly, its
lower house of Parliament.

In Pakistan's strict Islamic
sociely women are often veiled
at puberty and married shortly
after. Powerful religious groups
accuse Ms Bhutto, who is
usually seen wrapped in a vo-
luminous shawl and her head
covered, of promoting secular

liberalism.

The former prime minister
also noted that a recent con-
ference to bring Pakistan's po-
litical opposition groups to-
gether was derisively referred
to as the "all prostitute's con-

raped by five masked men.
Veena Hyatt, 38, charged
Ifanullah Marwat, a powerful

Sindhi politician and the pres-
ident's son-in-law,

master-

minded the 12-hour night-
mare,

ference” by some government
members.

In early Dececmber, Ms
Bhutto's close f[riend the
daughter — of a veteran politi-
cian — charged she was gang-

He has vehemcently denied
the accusation and a judicial
inquiry is being held.

‘It was a surrogatle rape Lo
send a message to me: 'Even
your honour is not sale il you

placed at
November 1990 by a coalition
of Islamic conservative parties.

me from politics : Benazir

continue in politics in
Pakistan,” said Ms Bhutto.
Using his constitutional

E:vern. Ishaq Khan dismissed

r government last year

charging it was riddled with
corruption and

Her government was re-
the polls in

Ms Bhutto's left-leaning
Pakistan People's Party,
handed a stunning defeat, says
the election was tainted by
massive vote fraud.

The president also estab-
lished special one-judge ac-
countability tribunals to try Ms
Bhutto and several of her
Cabinet ministers on charges
of power abuse. A conviction
on any one ¢ would bar
her from politics for seven
years,

She has vowed to boycott
Parliament permanently and
conducl only street politics if
even a single member of her
party is disqualified from
Parliament.

Each morning before she
lcaves her home, Ms Bhutto
says she prays she will return
salcly.

. "Our only protection is God,”
she said.

US hails Alma-Ata agreement

WASHINGTON, Dec, 22 :
The White House congratu-
lated the new commonwealth
of independent states on
Saturday, but stopped short of
recognising any of the former
Soviet republics that make it
up, reports Reuter.

- "We congratulate the former
Soviet republics for having
agreed on -a new common-
wealth,” White House
spokesman Judy Smith said by
telephone.

"We hope the agreement
will provide a stable and
peaceful environment to
permit the individual republics
to pursue democracy and
market economy reform.”

“The’ US is prepared to as-
sist reform-minded republics
in their eflorts and looks for-
ward to working closely with

them in the weeks and months
ahead,” Smith said.

Asked whether the United
States would. extend diplo-

Russia offers
friendship
with Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Dec 22 © Russia
has offered to sign a [riendship
and cooperation treaty with
Pakistan, the state-run Pak-
istan Television said on
Saturday, reports Reuter

The offer was contained in a
letter from Russian federation
President Boris Yeltsin which
Russian Vice-President Alex-
ander Rotskoi gave (o Pakistani
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan
in Islamabad on Saturday, it
said.

matic recognition to the new
commeonwealth, Smith said,
"We intend to build close rela-
tions with the republics.”

"Secretary Baker will return
home this evening from
Europe and will report to the
president before any recogni-
tion is made. We will of course
want to consult with our al-
lies,” Smith said.

A senior official travelling
on Baker's plane had earlier
expressed satisfaction with the
commonwealth accord
reached in Alma-Ata,
Kazakhstan, on Saturday.

The oflicial said Baker was
informed of the events at the
Alma-Ata meeting by the
commonweallh conference
host, Kazakhstan President
Nursultan Nazarbayev, in a
telephone call to Baker's plane.

, Dec 22 : Russian
President Boris Yeltsin says
the death of the Sovief Union
opens the way for "a demo-
cratic commonwealth™ without
totalitarian central control. But
how different it will be re-
mains to be seen, reports AP,
The agreement Saturday

expand the commonwealth
to 11 the 12 Soviet re-
publics declares that the

members are entering volun-
tarily on an "equal basis” as co-
founders.

Yet Russia, although it is
just one of 1] republics, re-
mains a firsl among equals.
The Alma-Ata mecting was
conducted in Russian, and
Russia will take over the Sovict

Union's seat on the powerful
U.N. Security Council.

The commonwealth is geo-
graphically much like the old
Soviet Union. Only maverick
Georgia has yet to sign on. The
three Baltic republics became
independent alter the failed
August coup and have ex-
pressed no interest in joining.

The “"Alma-Ata Declaration”
signed by the leaders of the
commonwealth recognizes the
current borders and indepen-
dence of the 1] former Soviel
republics, ending the Russian
Yoke for most of them afler
hundreds of years.

All 11 members were
forced into the Soviet Union
either after defeat by the Red
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin (c¢) flashes the thumbs-up after

Soviet demise paves way for
democratic c'wealth : Yeltsin

Army or annexation. Until re-
cently, they were tightly run by
Communist Party bosses who
took orders from the now-de-
funct center.

The Soviet military — once
a melting pot and powerful
instrument for indoctrination
— will be fundamentally trans-
formed.

The approximately 284 mil-
lion people in the 1] stLates
will no longer be Soviet citi-
zens. They will become citi-
zens ol their own independent
states, and there will be no
commonwealth citizenship,

Dual citizenship will be al-
lowed, reflecting the fact that
millions of Russians live oul-
side their native republies.

signing the agreement of 11 former Soviet republics which dissolved the Soviet Union and
replaced it with a commonwealth of independent states. (From left to right) Ukrajnian
President L. Kravchuk, Kazakh President N. Nursultan Nazarbayev, B. Yeltsin and

Beloirussian President 8. Shushkevick.

Arafat cancels
visit to
Cambodia
HANOI, Dec 22 ; Palestine
Liberation Organisation leader

Yasser Arafat has cancelled a
planned trip to Cambodia
because of the political
violence there, Vietnamese
officials said today, reports
Reuter.

Aralfat, who arrived 1in
Vietnam's capital Hanol for an
official visit on Saturday, had
been expected to leave [or
Phnom Penh, the Cambodian
capital, this afternoon.

Arafat cancelled the trip
after hearing news of unrest in
Phnom Penh — where police
opened [ire on student
demonstrators on Saturday —
said Vietnamese oflicials who
asked not to be identified.

Lankan Tigers
ambush security
patrol : 4 killed

COLOMBO, Dec 22: Three
government soldiers and one
Tamil rebel were killed when
scparatists ambushed a secu-
rity patrol in eastern Sri
Lanka, military sources said
today, rcports Reuter.

Three soldiers and four
rebels had been injured in the
fighting in Trincomalee dis-
trict on Saturday.

Aboul 25 rebels attacked the
patrol but retreated to the
nearby jungle

Clashes leave
4 dead in
Georgia

MOSCOW, Dec 22: Fierce
fighting erupted early Sunday
between troops loyal to and
opposed to Georglan President
Zviad Gamsakhurdia, killing at
least four le in the capital
city of Thilisi, a news agency
reported, reporis AP.

Fighting continued a midday

between troops using auto-
matic weapons, grenade
launchers and cannons, said
the independent Georgian
news agency lprinda.

US navy officer
stabbed to death
in Philippines
MANILA, Deec 22 An

American navy officer was
stabbed to death outside a US

| Bay Naval Base northwest of

Manila, was stabbed with a
meat knife during a quarrel
with a group of Filipinos on

— AFP/UNB photo | Friday night.

Reuter,

The Buily Star §
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Lakshmi no longer
exclusively the Hindus

LONDON : Goddess Lakshmit had in
2,000 years ago but the Europeans to her. It
took nearly a century for archealoists to the Hindu
Deity of prosperity she was first traced in Denmark in

1881, reports PTI.
good fortune is unambiguously depicted,

The Goddess of
being bathed by a pair of elephants, on the mysterious catil-
dron, one of pre-historic Europe's most enigmatic artifacts,
found in the gundestrup peat bog in northern Denmark.

The cauldron, made up from a number of curved and deco-
rated silver plates on a basal bowl has been dated on stylistic
grounds to around 150 BC.

The images of Gods and warriors, a unique masterpiece of
Celtic art, had remained a mystery for nearly a century.

But a new interpretation derives their iconography from
India and Matches them with specific Hindu deities. It was
shown on British television recently.

The will is still young
even if the heart isn't

NEW YORK : Former Mayor Edward Koch lefl the
mtll:hlm and the same old verve. Aller
s

garb, the 67-year-old New York institu-
tion headed for his law office,

AP.

"How come you guys are wearing coats?” Koch bellowed at
reporters in a [reezing wind outside his office buflding His
suit jacket was open. A scarl was draped over his shoulders.

Koch, the of New York city from 1978-1990, was
hospitalized nesday after passing out at a health club
where he works out every day.

Doctors blamed an irregular beal in Koch's otherwise

strong heart.

'mhmm.mum.lm.mmmm-
tors told him "my body was 25 to 30 years

chronological age
about 31,
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TOKYO : Prince Akishino and Princess Kiko smiles as
they watch their daughter Mako in their Akasaka Palace.
They took 59-day-old Princess Mako to the three Shrines in
the Imperial court. — AFP/UNB photo

Fonda CNN’s first
lady’ at last

CAPPS, Fla : Media mogul Ted Turmer and actress, Jane

Fonda tied the knot Satu r 54th birthday, reports AP.
About 30 friends and relatives attended the ceremony at
Turner’'s ranch near Capps, according to Turner's Cable News

Network.

Miss Fonda wrote the couple’'s vows and was given away by
her 18-year-old son, Troy Garity. The two had been cryptic
about their for months.

"You'l | when it s,” Turner, 53, said In a Oc-

tober interview. "We think that's a private thing. We don't
want helicopters buzzing over out house. it'l | be small
private wlhtuun family and close (riends.”

They announced their engagement Dec. 7, 1990,
when Miss Fonda displayed a diamond and opal ring.

The is the third for both. Miss Fonda, a two-time

Award-winning actress, and Turner, chairman of

Turmner Broadcasting System Inc. parent of CNN,
and owner of the Atlanta Braves and the Atlanta Hawks.

Birdwatchers how
free as birds

LONDON, Dec 22 : The end of the cold war has proved a

bmnhruhnluuwhmmﬂth.lm
omnithologist said today, reports Reuter.

Robert Prys-Jones of the British Trust sad
he and colleagues had recently taken advantage of new
openness offered by Moscow to mount the first international
expedition to Siberia’'s Arctic Taimyr peninsula, summer
home to many European and African birds.

“The thll'l‘ll'lg political situation has spawned an

~cedented borative research effort.” he said.

| Dissidents say Suu Kyi

remains chief of NLLD

BERLIN, Dec 22 : The leader
of Burma's government in exile

said on Saturday Nobel Peace expelled from the NLD,
Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyl  although the junta headed by
remained head of the National General Saw ung wanis to

League for Democracy parly force leading dissidents to
(NLD), the East German news take this step through torture
agency ADN reported, says and quoted Scin Win as saying.

Sein Win a cousin of Aung
San Suu Kyl and Prime
Minister of the provisional
parallel government, told re-
porters in Berlin Burma's mili-
tary junta wanted the party to
expel her, it said.

HONG KONG, Dec 22 : The
retumn of peace to Cambodia,
the reconciMation agreement
between North and South
Korea and moves by Asia's
communist states to break out
of their international isolation
made 1991 a year of diplo-
matic breakthrough in the re-
gon, reports AFP

Historic agreements and
unprecedentied contacts be.

tween national |ecaders
knocked down barriers thal
had been erected over the past
40 years, reflecting move.
ments elsewhere in the world

that brought about the collapse

of the Soviet Union and its
communist dependencies.

Seoul and Pyongyong finally
agreed to bury their bitlerness

and to turn the armistice

which the Korean War
in 1963 into a real peace
treaty : China and Vietnam

ended 12 years of hostility and
It Peng made the first visit o
india by a Chinese Prime
Minister for 30 years in a bid
to resolve a long standing bor
der dispute.

Meanwhile, the virulently
anti-communist government in
indonesia and Si re re-
newed their relations wilh

China, Japan began difficult
talks on’ doing the same with
North Korea, and Beljing
started working towards ner-
mal thes with Seoul,
hr-h:mﬂt return of
peace to C fa with the
of the United Natlons was
a oatalyst and a result of
this mass burying of hatchets
in Asia.
Vietnam, deprived of s
traditional suppert as the
Soviet Uniton foundered, was

1991 a year of diplomatic bre&kthrough

China, meanwhile, a

serves, has broken through
China's veto w0 join the Asiy-
Paciflic Economic Cooperaiian

Thalland, Japan, South Korea,
Talpet or Singapore, no one s
bothering to conceal their st

for the investment contrscts (APEC) Forum.

and natural wealth to Other diplomatic ﬁwm

be up for grabs as Indochina ments saw Manfla break

opens to the world. years of tes to the
With the Cambedian - United States, t against

lem out of the . both China the wishes of President

The 46-ycar-old Aung San
Suu Kyl has at no time been



